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BSCESSEs after breaking, or be- 
ing opened, and wounds upon 
diſcharging ichor or pus, immediately 
become ulcers; wherefore, we ſhall 
now treat of theſe maladies till they ar- 
rive at that ſtate, referring the remainder 
of the cure to a future volume: there 
we- intend to begin with the moſt ſim- 
ple ulcer, immediately following a 
wound, and proceed to thoſe which are 
accompanied with a bad habit of body, 
or which by improper treatment, or by 
length of time, are become chronical ; 
in the hope by this means, to give a 
diſtinct view of the ſubject. | 

In a work which propoſes to point 
out ' what doctrines ought to be reject- 
/ “ ed 


* f 
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PREFACE. 


«ed, 3 whit id, Where im- 
4 provements are wanted, and in what 
vs manner they may properly be made; 

preference muſt ſometimes be given to 
old, and ſometimes to new opinions, or 
both be deſervedly overlooked when 
they do not accord with truth. Such 


things as are true and commonly known, 


will be treated fo far only as is ne- 


ceffary to keep up a regular chain in 
the work ; my intention being to write 


"oy; or: who ſtand i in nerd of” aſbſt- ; 


£'* « - 


| „. from nature: well knowin g there 
is not any thing more dangerous than 
reading, before the mind is capable, from 


experience, of ſelecting truth from error. 


What I recommend to my own ſons, I 
hope will be acceptable to others in the 
fame ſituation, and havingendeavoured to 
conform ſtrictly to truth, I ſhall fay with 
Horace 
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ZAquum mi animum ipſe parabo. 
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Defence of ſome of the Doctrines in 
the n Volume. 
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© ADVERTISEMENT. 


SINCE the former volume was publiſhed, 
Some objections have been made to part of the 
dactrines advanced, which ſeem to demand con- 
federation. And though they are urged by writers 
concealed, yet as it is not the perſon, but the 


arguments of an author, that ſhould be attended 


fo, 1 bave examined ſuch of them as require 
notice, in the hope of aſcertaining truth ; and I truſt 
it will appear, that I am not flimulated to the 
following defence by any other motive. 


D. * F * N 0 E 


111 4 0 
s en DOCTRINES 
IN THE 55 | 
FIRST VOLUME, 
AS 


HAVE BEEN CONTROVERTED. 


"PART Tus FIRST. 1 
E have already ſeen, that inflam- 
VV mation of the ſkin and mem 
branes, muſt either diſperſe, or end in 
putrid difſolution ; becauſe neither of theſe 
ſubſtances can be converted into pus, nor 
can ſerum or lymph take this form, un- 
leſs extravaſated *. 


* Chap. i ni vol. i, 
B 2 | On 


on the contrary, when eee a6] 


IM 


. . -D; EE E. N * ct, See. 


00 


adipoſe membranes, are the ſeat of in- 
flammation, ſuppuration is a natural con- 


ſequence; or when ſerum is extrævafated 


into cavities, &c. its more volatile parts 


evaporate, or are abſorbed, and pus. ig 


formed“; unleſs this fluid is ſo very cor- 
roliye, as to produce putrefaction: and 
the concluſion formed was, that the dif- 
ferent terminations of inflammation, ariſe 


from the nature and ſituatien of the 


offending cauſe. 
But though it is acknoviaſzed, te that 


* theſe views are recommended by their 
80 ſimplicity,” it is ſaid, © they effectually 
40 oppoſe the obſervations of the moſt 


& reſpectable phyſicians, and readers will 


Fr judge, whether the author's arguments 


te are ſufficient, to confute the old ſyſtems. 
« Dr. Kirkland will probably allow, that 
te inflammations of the lungs, are rarely 


* $:e Chap. on | Purulency. 
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* ' confined 
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t confined one part; af .thoſe organs; 
« yet there is the moſt deciſive evidence 
of all the different methods of termi- 
« nation from a peripneumony. A pu- 
* trid diſſolution is not indeed ſo fre- 
« quent, becauſe a ſupervening hæmor- 
e rhage often prematurely cloſes the fatal 
« ſcene- And he will find among re- 
< peated inſtances of the various termi- 
nations, in Morgagni's very valuable 
work, De caifis et ſedibus Morborum, that 
* a looſer” texture of che lungs is men- 
«tioned, as well as their reſembling the 
liver from an effuſion of blood Our 
« author will find alſo, various inſtances 
i of ſuppuration, and putrid diſſolution 
of the brain, in Le Cat and Deddier; 
a and he will allow, that inflammations 
of that part frequently terminate in 
* teſolution. Even the eryſipelas, the 
chief ſupport of his reaſoning, is ſome- 
times inflammatory. Ia the lame epi- 
2 ; - » * We, 
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demie, and in che adjoining beds of an 
4 heſpital, it has been ſometimes putrid, 
and ſometimes terminating in ſuppura- 


on, apparently from the different 
habits of the patient, and not, from: the 
«violence of the complaint. 

To which we may reply, on our ob- 


ſervations are drawn from nature inſtead 


of books; and, for this reaſon, may not 
perhaps correſpond with the doctrines of 
former writers: that though we have 


more than once ſeen a real abſceſs of the 


lungs, which came on in conſequence of 
a peripneumony, yet if any judgment may 


thoſe who have died of this diſeaſe, I be- 


lieve it more commonly terminates by 


reſolution, or ſuffocation; and notwith- 
ſtanding writers talk of ſuppuration in 
inflammation of the lungs, yet in this 
account; it may be obſerved, they much 


5 oftener deſcribe ex pectoration than abſceſs. 


» 15 Rev. April 1783. 


We 
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We were alſo appriſed, from the writiuge 
of Hippoerates*, Riverius +, &c. as wall 
as from practice in injuries of the ſkull, by 
our own diſſections, and thoſe: of Sir John 
Pringle 2, and others, that a ſuppuration, 
or a putrid diſſolution of the brain, ſome- 
times happens; yet none of theſe circum- 
ſtances invalidate the doctrine advanced: 
for I know of no part of the body which 
may not putrify in conſequence of inflam- 
mation or acrimony, under particular 
* ciroumſtauces; and we will attempt to 
explain the manner, in which an inflam- 
mation of the lungs, or the parts within 
the ſkull; "may _ "OR or 1 
The a are * up of an v infinite 
number of membraneous cells, in innumer- 
able ramifications, of a cartilaginous Tub« 
ſtance; and covered with a membrane. 


* De Morb. lib. ſet, 4. f De Abcel, Cerebri 
: 05. Dif. Army, part iii. chap. 6. De 4. 2 
n. B 4 When 
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When a ſimple inflammation or an ery- 
ſipelas happens to ſuch parts, it may ter- 
minate by reſolution, in the ſame manner 
tab an inflammation in the membranes:co- 
vering the liver, and other membranes 
under the ſame predicament. When the 
inflammation is greater, and mucus or 
lymph, ſecreted in greater quantity, than 
it ought to be, it often eſcapes into the 
en of the bronchla, as the inflam- 
mation begins to ſubſide, and is diſcharged 
chy expectoration; ſometimes in a crude 
tate, with or without ſtreaks of blood, 
from the ſmall arteries; and at others, 
when its, more volatile parts are evapo- 
rated, in the form of pus, or, what phy- 
zſicians have in this inſtance all along 
called, well | digeſted matter, which not 
unfrequently terminates the diſeaſe hap- 
pily, by the ſame kind of reſolution: 
as when the Juices in a ſimple inflamma- 
: tion of the ſkin, or in an eryſipelas, 
"£23 Lf oy - | exude 


may be the conſequenceꝰ; unleſs ſuffoca- 
tion previouſly takes place, from extrava- 
ſated blood, from mortification, or, what I 


„ 
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exude ET a But vrhen the 
inflammation ſurrounds the extra vaſated 
fluids; ſo that they cannot eſcape, an abſceſs 


believe more commonly, happens, from 
a great load of yellow lymph, accom- 


panied with a tyrgenonph; the bleod-yel- 
{eld ts 26155 5 


* 9 
ent +5 To Sen 


No one 1 Cath will 8 wh. me, 
My es without th the We ex- 
tending to the brain itſelf ; and this in- 


P flammation will terminate her by. | dif- 
perſion or putrefaction. But when. ſerous 


fluids, which poſſeſs 2 are r 


See Morgagni Epiſt. 20. Rb. ii. | 

1 This ſo frequently happens in ivjuries of the en 
has it muſt be known to thoſe, who have ſeen the practice 
of ſurgery ; and thoſe Who form their judgment from rend- 


ing, may meet wich caſes 1 in point, | in d . Apat. 
vol. ii. p. 146. IH pb 44 ” = 


. "MT ſtructed 


: 


9 


i 


10 
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ſtructed in che brain, in conſequence of 
in flammation, they may readily diflolve 
this tender ſubſtance, in the ſame manner 
they diſſolve the fat in the adipoſe 
membrane, the parenchymatous part of 


te liver, & and a kind of ſuppuration 
will enſue. Nor were theſe diſtinctions 


unobſerved, by former phyſicians. Ri- 
verius after telling us, that the ſub- 


ſtance of the brain is a ſeat of abſceſs, 


and ſphacelus, ſays cauſe illius immediata, 
eft cerebri fubſtuntie inflonmatio. Que 


tamen a 'phrenitide diſtinguntur, ex eo, 


quod in ea, membraniz potiſſimum inflam- 
montur, ch m inflammatis parti, 


tantum exteripri, &  contigue communi- 


catur- In hac vero inflammat io, partes 


cerebri interiores, asc totum prope modum 


illius Jubſtantiam eccupat. Magna autem 
illa inflammatho 3 in e molliſima, & bu- 


i Prax, Med, lib. i. cap. e cone! abſceſſu & 
midifſima, 


ſphacelo. 


A DEFENCE, &c. : 
midi fima; brevs ſphacelum — *, This 


ſurgeon, that matter is ſometimes formed 
betwixt the dura and pia mater, by in- 


flammation of the cheſt. vel 
ad. An eryſipelas, is not only /ome- 


has ßnce been abundantly confirmed by 
diſſections, and it muſt be known to every 


flammatory exudation, as happens in in- 


1 


times, but is always, inflammatory. It 


is a particular name given to one kind 
of inflammation; wherefore Galen ſays 


Eryfipelas tumor et inflammatus, at non 


ſemper elatus , in which light, in com- 
the opinion of the beſt writers, it was 


conſidered ; - and we confeſs ourſelves 


* The immediate Gute! is an | inflanitianiba of the a 


which, -neyertheleſs, is diſtinguiſhed from a phrenitiy, 
becauſe in a phrenzy, the membranes chiefly are inflamed, 


and hence the exterior and contiguous part only is affected. 
In this diſeaſe, the inflammation affects almoſt the whole 


ſubſtance of the brain: but when great in this very ſoſt 


and moiſt part, it brings on a ſphacelus in a ſhort time. 
f Com. in Hippoc. lib. xxx. de offi. cap. 30. 


2 | 9 
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rather at a loſs, to conceive how it came 
to he viewed in any other light! Indeed, 
eee mentions a ſecond ſpecies 
of eryſipelatoſe fever, but has not Boer- 

aa ve f pointed out, that it ought to have 
Had a different appellation? Hoffman - 
refers exanthemata to this claſs; Platner || 
who copied Hoff man, ſays" / Eryſipelas 
fine inflummutione eft, minus periculum 
baber + but whoever ſaw a real eryſipe- 

las without inflammation? Some of the 
moderns, it is true, have taken into their 
account; both exanthemata, erythema, 
gutta roſacea, ſhingles, &c. and by thus 
adhering to book-ſyſtem, inſtead of na- 
ture, they hand” down to us confuſion 
and bad praQuice., Exanthemata and ery- 
225 are diſinet diforders, andthe pow- 


Chap. 68 Ery ſip. Fever, ſecond ſpecies, 1 
4 V. S. Com: ſec; 723. n 
t Med. Rat. Syſtem, vol. iv. b. i. fee, 1. cap. 13. 


| Inſtit. e 75. Ke: "FOE Wet nan 
Cath, ai o 
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ders they recommend for external appli- 
cation *, were firſt deviſed for another 
diſeaſe, and are often 1 injurious ben uſed 
on the preſent occaſion. © 


The ſame epidemic will, no doubt, ws: 


different effects upon different habits of 
body; yet when it happens, that in the 


adjoining” beds in the ſame hoſpital, it is 
ſometimes putrid, and ſometimes termi- 


nates in ſuppuration, it only follows, that 


one of the patients has what has hitherto 


been called a phlegmonoide -eryſipelas, 
and the other not: for a true eryſipelas 
never ſuppurates, unleſs, as we have elſe- 
where obſerved, a diſſolution of the ſkin 
and membranes into rags may be called 
ſo. Nor do I remember any mention be- 


| ing made of the termination of inflam- 
mation by the violence of the complaint, 


in the book in queſtion, but from the 22- 
fure and ftuation of the Sending —_ 


o Sce farmer vol. p. 339. 


In 


13 
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to treat it as a general complaint. 1 


i bi ER a little. reflection will 
ſhew the habit of body of the patient, to 
be comprehended.  , _ 

Again: it is feared, , that 8 ge- 


neral recommendation of ſedative applica- 


cations to eryſipelas, may ſometimes be 
injurious, and that I have conſidered it too 
frequently as a diſeaſe merely local.—But 
if we underſtand our. own meaning, we 


are certainly miſapprehended; for though 
the cauſes, from whence a local eryſipelas 
may ariſe, are noticed, the uncertainty of 


even knowing when it is local, though 
brought on by an external cauſe, is pointed 
out; with a caution, if any doubt ariſes, / 


ſuppoſe it will be allowed, that there is 


ſuch a diſeaſe as a local eryſipelas, which 
© ought to be treated as ſuch. But in ſpeak- 


ing of the uſe of ſedatives 1n this inſtance, 


have not we ſaid, they are repellents, and 
ſhould not be applied, unkſs the diſeaſe is 
ſlight, 
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flight, and we are certain it it local? We 
certainly paid more attention to critical 
than to local eryſipelata; but I refer to the 
book where the reader may judge for 
himſelf, and he will diſcover, that neither 
the uſe of bleeding, Mans or 3 
had eſcaped our notice. 

43d. The looſe texture oft we Ha or 
their liver-like appearance, has nothing 
to do with the ſubject; for though aicele- 
brated lecturer f, adopted this mode of 
termination from Morgagni's diſſections 9. 
and though it is certain death puts an 
end to all things, yet we ventured to over- 
look it, becauſe it is a mere accident, con- 
trary to nature, and not to be imitated, by 
deſtroying the patient. Our inquiry was 
into the manner in which nature herſelf 


terminates differentkinds of inflammarion, ' 


that we might follow her ſteps; and this 


Chap. 6 & 7. ＋ Cullen, vol, i. ſect. 254. 
Lb. ii. epiſt, 21. art. 28 & 29. 


: 5 | will 
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will be found, never to be by deſtroy- 
ing life, when ſhe is capable of effecting 
her purpoſe by reſtoring health. Even 

in a gangrene, the inflammation is not 
ſtopped, but ſpread by the ſucceeding 
mortification, till nature interferes, and 
ſtops it by ſeparating the dead and living 
parts. If this does not happen, it never 


terminates till death cloſes the ſcene. 


The ſame may be ſaid of the inſtance re- 
ferred to, which no way proves, that the 
inflammation of the lungs would have 


ſubſided in conſequence of the extrava- 


ſation; becauſe in all the diſſections, the 


patient was killed by it, ch wah "Ge in- 


flammation terminated. 

The queſtion is, e in i 
quence of the extravaſation, the inflamma- 
tion would have ſubſided if death had not 
taken' place, ſuppoling an irritating cauſe 
to exiſt in the lungs? 1 

| * 2 Ne 


15 


For inflammation does not reſide Whollß 


in the blood and daily experience proves 


that it cannot be ſubdued till the affected 


parts are rendered inſenſible to irritation, 
or till the irritating cauſe is removed. 


Did ever any one ſee an effuſion of a por- 
tion of the entire maſs of blood into the 
cellular membrane, in any other part of 
the body remove inflammation ? 1,muſt 


confeſs I have not ; and had it ever | hap» 
pened, it would ſurely | have been. Noticed 


by ſome of the numerous practical writers 
on dhis ſubject: which induced me to re- 
ject, what has been ſaid about this kind of 


termination. of ebe ene as no wiſe 
appoſite to our inquiry. 


he Want of irritability in che arteries,” 


which it is ſaid, have been repeat- - 


STEERING 2 


” ed with very, different fuccely, by 
4 2 % Monro, 


It is imagined, our chief dependence 
« is upon Hallers experiments, reſpecting 


q * 
” » | | 
n Iv * x * 
BE 3 : "ar © 8 * 
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& Monro and de Haen.” It is confeſſed 
however, te that whether the coats of the 
«arteries contract! by a muſcular power, 
or their elaſticity, cannot at preſent be 
determined. But it is alleged, that 
the experiments we made are incon- 
cluſive, becauſe they are contradicted 
by Dr. Hales in his Hæmaſtaticks;; and 
Ko becauſe if the arteries act by a muſcular 
12 power, they muſt contract like hollow 
* muſcles, which have no fulerum, and 


0 conſequently when their continuity is 


0" deftroyed, all their action at the divided 
. part will ceaſe. Even Haller, the great 
44 ſupporter of this doctrine, is almoſt 
ih compelled, from the force of evidence, 
to allow the contraQility of arteries, 
34. and! in his later works, complains of un- 
s « fairneſs f in his enemies, who repreſent 


"04 him as denying the muſcular power of 


CE arteries in general, when he pgs only 
4 4 of the ſmaller ones,” 15 


Now, 
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* 
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Now, we are always willing with eager- 


Y ſet to accord with: truth, but we pin our 
faith upon no man's ſleeve ; we therefore 

did not depend altogether upon Haller, i in 
what is ſaid about irritability in the 
arteries, . but upon the facts adduced ? *, 
and by drawing out bare arteries witli a 
tenaculum, tying them with thread, and 
ſeeing that they have no more feeling 
than a bone. We oppoſe Dr. Hales with 
the more accurate inveſtigator, Haller -f, 
who repeatedly aſſerts, that the arterial 
blood is not accelerated by the impulſe 
of the heart, while its motion is briſk ; and 
we believe what he I becauſe Wwe * it 
to be true. 

And is not this doctrine 3 
confirmed by the accurate obſervations of 
Spallanzani, the Pavian profeſſor, who at- 
eres the motion of the blood to the 


* p. 2775 \ vol. i i. + 2d. Diſſert. on the Alben 
of the Blood, Exper. 85, and ſeveral other places. 
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heart alone; 25d J nothing t to the 
contraction of the vellels, c or any other co- 
operating cauſe. He ſays, i in the part 
contiguous to the heart, the motion of the 
blood was unequal during the time of the 


diaftole ; but this alternate ſtagnation be- 


came gradually leſs diſtinct, as the diſtance 


from the heart increaſed, and toward the 
more remote region of the aorta, to- 
tally diſappeared. In the arteries of a 
middle fize, ſuch as the pulmonary and 
meſenteric, the motion of the vital fluid 
is quite regular and uniform. | 
The inequality in the motion of the 
blood in the animals on which Dr, 
Hales's experiments were made“, was 


confeſſedly owing to their violent ſtrain- 


ing to get looſe, &c. and we know this 
will always happen from the ſame caule, 


or r when, from loſs of blood, there 1 ls not 


- 3 Sen. Eff. vol | Exper. 4. Gg. 
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a ſufficient quantity in the veſſels to keep 
a regular ſtream. The blood in the ſmall 
collateral, arteries too, will ſometimes be 
diſcharged per ſaltum, agreeing with the 
contraction of the heart, where it has an 
angle to paſs, and meets with reſiſtance. 
But when the large arteries are divided, 
where the action of che heart i is vigorous, | 
and the animal quiet, it is diſcharged in 
the manner deſcribed. Nor can I con- 
ccive a juſter compariſon than that Which 


has already been made, of the engine 
conſtrued to extinguiſh fire. 5 
If it is uncertain whether the coats of 


the arteries haye a muſcular power, there 


is no certainty « of this power propping up 
the old ſyſtem, | It ſhould have been ob- 
ſerved, . that, our experiments were not 


confingd to divided arteries only, but ex- 
tended to thoſe, which were laid bare, 


Without a. diviſion; and what is curious 
enough, inſtead of motion being deſtroyed. . 
a by 
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by 3 there was none to be ſeen i in b 
the caratid arteries till a diviſion had 
taken place, and then their projeckile 1 mo- 


f tion was very evident. | 


As Haller could not obſerve any con- 
traction in the arteries, upon examining 
the circulation, and finding them not 


always cloſed i in dead animals, he haſtily 


concluded, that they were void of contrac-. 


tility ; and thus led himſelf into difficu!- 
ties: for thoſe who oppoſed him, ſhewed 
that upon dividing an artery, it contracts 
ſo as to become i impervious. Hence they 
imagined, the whole of bis obſervations | 
were erroneous, and by thus drawing 
wrong concluſions, 'from theſe premiſes, 
the ſubject became confuſed. But the 

truth ſeems to lie betwixt both opinions. 
The large arteries, ſuch as the aorta, I 
believe never do cloſe themſelves, from 


their connection and ſituation; neverthe- 


lefs, this ſyſtem of veſſels have a conſtant 
_ tendency 
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tendency. to contract, by an elaſtic -power 


they poſſeſs, as is evident from their adapt» = 


ing themſelves, when divided, as the blood 


diminiſhes, to the quantity remaining in 
the veſſels ; and from their cloſing up in 


living animals, when the blood ceaſes to 


move through them; as we have ſeveral 


years ſince proved, in an eſſay on hzmor- 
rhages from divided arteries. But that they 
have neither ſyſtole nor diaſtole, during 


the circulation, i is equally evident; and the 


very experiments which were brought to 
confute Haller, tend to confirm his obſer- 
vations. For the contractile power bis op- 
ponents diſcovered, being made by a ſub- 


ſtance reſembling elaſtic ligaments; inſtead 


of muſcular fibres, it conſtantly prevents 
the ſides of the arteries from giving way 
to; or being dilated by, the motion of the 
blood, except in thaſe inſtances of which 


we bob dhe in 
C4 2.77608 
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cular fibre contracts only while it is ſtimu- 


lated ; of courſe it will eeaſe to act when 
the ſtimulus ceaſeth (witneſs the heart), 


and were the coats of an artery compoſed 


of muſcular fibres, they would not a& 


longer than the blood moves through 


them; but the contrary happens. 
We have already ſhewn the analogy 


betwixt elaſtic ligaments and the coats of 


the arteries, and that they preſerve their 
elaſticity after death ; as will evidently 
appear by taking the aorta of an ox, and 
ſtretching it lengthways, the manner in 
whiel it naturally moves when living; 
for it will at once ſhew that it has exactly 
ſimilar powers with the elaſtic ligament in 


the negks of brutes, whereas the muſcles 


when dead, are incapable of being length- 


ened or moved by firetching, without 


* See Addenda, vol. i. P3705 987, I + TInflam. 
in general, p. 259. 
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8 tearing to pieces : nor is it poſſible to put ; 


ſentient principle of the brain, which go- 
verns and makes part of a muſculat fibre, 
vaniſhes with life. But arteries pre- 


ſerve their action after the living prin- 


ciple has left them, becauſe death does 


not deſtroy their elaſtic property till putre- 


faction takes place. The arteries are kept 


from cloſing in a living body, by che 
motion of the blood, and by their connec 


tion with the adjacent parts ; as is evident, 
from their contracting after being divided, 


when the motion of the blood chrough | 


them is ſuppreſſed. The latter of theſe 
cauſes prevents their becoming impervious 
after death, and they now fink, like all 


other elaſtic ſubſtances in animal bodies, 
into a ſtate of reſt, till put into motion by 


art. But though we are ſo firmly per- 


ſuaded, · that there is nothing muſcular in 
the coats of an artery, and that like the 
bones, 
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bones, tendons, &c. they are incapable. of 
being irritated in a ſound ſtate; yet we 
know; chat, like thoſe ſubſtances, they poſ- 
ſeſs nerves, and imagine there is a material 


difference; in the contractile power of a 


1 iving and dead artery. But that the coats 


of an artery and muſcular fibres are very 
diſtinct, and different ſubſtances, is to me 
ſufficiently evident; and I doubt not will 
be ſo to others, when viewed in the light 
we have attempted to give. 
There are writers before Haller, who 


caſually mention, that the arteries have 


neither ſyſtole nor diaſtole ; but they were 
unnoticed. Even his experiments were 
not rightly underſtood, either by himſelf 
os. others; and have not therefore been 
attended to, in the manner they deſerve. 


The facts however recorded by him per- 


featly correſpond with thoſe we have ob- 
ſerved, and: are e ue fully ſufficient to eſ- 


tabliſh 
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tabliſh the 'doQritie advanced. But Ire- | 


fer again to experiment.” We muſt begin 
de novo; old notions will not aſſiſt us, and 
when the ſubject is handled by men 'who- 
are not ſlaves to preconceived opinions, 


there will be no difficulty in finding out 


truth; for it is in this inſtance as clear as the 


ſun at noon-day. The abſence of a ſyſtole 


and diaſtole in the arteries, is one of thoſe 


facts in nature, which, when once aſcer- 


tained, will make its own way; and it is 


idleneſs to diſpute about what we may any 
day be convinced of, by ocular demon- 
ſtration, without the leaſt cruelty, in ani- 
mals deſtined to ſlaughter. There is no 


other way of ſettling the point, and we ſhall 
be juſtified in concluding, that thoſe 'who+ 


talk upon the ſubject, without thus inform- 


ing themſelves, are either lazy or fearful | 


of facing truth. 
An 


poſe Dr. Cullen's theory: of inſtawma- 


< fail, where we endeavour to prove, that 
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tion without ſuceeſs; and that we chiefly 


at no obſtt uction exits in inflammation.” 


But thoſe who pleaſe to compare the quo- 
tation from Dr. Cullen, p. 247, with what 


is fad p. 294, & ſeq. in the former 


eee ene iningedioveby-diſoores whatlice 
this opinion is well founded. We are 
rather furpriſed that men of ſenſe, who 


have had time to ſhake off the fetters of 
authority, ſhould favqur a doctrine founded 
in conjecture, and raiſed into ſyſtem, with- 
out one real fact to ſupport it: and though 
the ſentiments of this- writer deſerve the 


mit reſpectable attention, becauſe he has 


thought/much, with the power of think. 
ing, Jet when he has xecourle to. imagi - 
deren we muſt attend him with caution, 
becauſe 


- -» 


—— 
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becaiiſe this mode bf aMigning ee 8 


never yet ſtood the teſt of inquiry . 


It muſt be remembered, that dne man 
point of our intended inſtitütion, is — | 


medico-chirurtzical Phyfician, ſhould u 


derſtand his profeſſion thoroughly. U g 


are of a different opinion, and we cannot 


therefore diſmiſs this article, without en- 
tering a caveat againſt a preference which 


has been ſince given to general know- 
ledge; becauſe all general knowledge is 
allowed by men of the beſt underſtanding. 
to be ſuperficial. It is the ſhadow of 

knowledge only, being acquired, *byſkim- - 


* ming over the ſurface of ſcience,” and 


fit for no other purpoſe than deception, - 


Though a phyſician may be ſatisfied, 
« with a. general comprehenſive. knows, | 


. Jedge,. both of the ſurgeon and apothe- 
cars art, if he is occaſionally inſtrufted | 


Witneſs Boerhidave. 
WE 0 by 


* by them, in thoſe circumſtances, which 
4 are dictated in conſtant experience, and 
4 more frequent examination; yet what 
may be the fate of the poor patient, ſnould 

_  theſeaſliſtants prove inadequate to the taſk 
of inſtructing their pupil the doctor? 


# © 
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PART THE' SECOND. 


Wiſh alſo to ſee what I have ſaid about 
the nervous fluid canvaſſed, becauſe 
the ſubje&t ſeems not yet to be generally 
underſtood: for it is imagined by another 
writer, © that no phyſiologiſt, has attri- 
buted any of the particular functions 
4 of the nerves, to the fluid we meet with 
t in diſſecting the brain;“ and it is ſaid, 
5 4 certainly Boerhaave to whom Dr. K. 
“refers, did not mean this by the nervous 
4 fluid *. And yet this ſaid Boerhaave 
* Monthly Rev. Nov, 1783. 


teaches, 
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teaches *, © that the juice or ſpirit of the 
brain and nerves, (which he alſo calls 
a lymphatic -juice, and nervous fluid,) 
„ always appears within the medullary 
part of the brain in diſſections, manifeſt 
„ not only to the eye, eſpecially when 
& aſſiſted with a mieroſcope, and Which 
« juice is often found in a much increaſed 
quantity in moſt diſeaſed brains, and 
<« imaginesfrom the parts it paſſes through, 
« that it is the moſt ſubtle juice of any in 
„the whole body, which being ſeparated 
% in the moſt wonderful fabric of the 
cortex, is thence propelled from every 
& point, through pervious tubes, into the 
he medulla oblongata, and there colle&- 
«6 1 TY | ; 
Again, in his comment on the tle 
ſection, he ſays, © I have frequently ob- 


pf ſerved, by dividing the medulla oblon- 


* Inſtit, ſect. 254 & ſeq, 


„ 


* gata, 
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11 e eee ſharp razor, and then 
* inſpecting with a microſcope, little drops 
of moiſture tranſuding like dew, which 
«preſently exhale and dry up, or if you 
* wipe or ſcrape them off, they are pre- 
e ſently again renewed :” whence from 
experiments made by evaporation “, and 
the celerity with which he ſuppoſes it to 
act upon the nerves and muſcles, he con- 
_ cludes, that its component particles, are the 
moſt ſimple, denſe, or firm, ſubtle and 
' moveable of any animal juice. That the 2u- 
Kuli of the nerves, continually receive this 
Juice of the medulla, and tranſmit the ſame 
by very diſtin paſſages, to every indivi- 
dual part in the whole body; and that by 
the conveyance of this juice only, they 
perform. all the actions and uſes of 
Neryes. 
Surely he Jabours much in every page, | 
| De ſpiritu cerebri, et de nervis, to inculcate 


Es Lor. cit, 


this 
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chis opinion, and expreſsly - fays;; Dua 
opimaner, noris remporibus, ſragia bo- 


minum patiuntur. Ali nempe, liquidum 
aliguad per neruos Ferri, & ſenſuum matu- 


umpue, cauſam ofſe perſugfiſunt, que 22 


of opinzo. He reprobates the other opi- 
nion, of the nerves acting by vibration, 
and maintains, that it is impoſſible any 
ef their effects ſhould be produced by 
motion, in themſelves ; 2.5 4 but the 


cc “Juice 1 ſpoken of, iS obedient. to the | 


*« will, for the nervous tubuli being full 
15 of it, an impulſe communicated to i 


ce at one end of the tube, will thruſt out 


6 its globules at the other, in the very 
66 « fame inſtant of time, This we know 
ce by placing: a row of ivory balls, « cloſe to 
each other upon a table ; for then by 
« ſtriking upon the outermoſt ball at 
one end, the furthermoſt at the other 
* end, will inſtantly recede or run off 
* with the velocity firſt communicated, 

D without 
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«without any ſenſible ſucceſſion through 
the intermediate rmediate balls. And if a tube 
ce) be full of liquor, you no ſooner" urge 


© more in at one end, but it "inſtantly 


| © ins" out at the other.“ And has not 


Halter too, in his Phyſiology, Leck. VII. 


ect. 390, told us that the nerves perform 
their office by the motion of their juice ? 


From all which it ſeems to be evident, 


that thou gh Boerhaave ſuppoſed this Juice 


to be a ſpirit endowed” with peculiar pro- 


perties, and talked much to no ſort of 


purpoſe, about its inviſible motion; yet 
it is the juice he diſcovered, in diſſecting 


che brain, and the very fluid we deſcrib- 
ed: and we are the more ſurpriſed at this 


op nion not bein iS generally known, be- 
2 | © 0 late a writer as Fordyce c i in 


raking of the different opinions con- 
cetning the manner in which the muſeu- | 


Ar fibres are put into motion, ſays, Tt 


ee Prad. of Phys. on Mobility and 1rrirabilfry. 
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© has been conjectured by ſome, that the 
«©. motion was communicated by a fluid; 
flowing through the nerves as tubes! 


dious, to a readet already acquainted with 
it, but I was in fact called upon to ſlew; 
that I had not made an ungrounded, haſty, 
aſſertion 3 and though we agreed with 
Boerhaave, in there being a nervous fluid, 

becauſe we have often ſeen it, yet we no 
way accorded with him in opinion about 
its uſe; well knowing it was imaginary, 
_unfupported by facts, and calculated to 
maintain a fpeculative theory. It was 
ealled a nervous fluid; that it might not 
be confounded with common lymph, be- 
cauſe it is ſecreted in, and properly be- 
| tongs to the brain, and becauſe it con- 


tains leſs groſs parts, than other lymph; 
owing perhaps to its paſſing through finer 
ſtrainers. But whatever may be its na- 
* See p- 133, iſt vol. en 
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ture; it is ſhewn that it is as immediately 
neceſlary! to the life of the animal, as 
Hoot itfelf. Han 245 fen 17 Mer 
It is ſaid inder in oppoſition to tlie 
arguments adduced on this head, that 
| | = che ſpeedy death following dhe dit. 
c charge of this lymphatic ſerum, in the 
t pina bifida, is no proof of its being eſ- 
% ſentially neceſſary to life. It rather 
t proceeds, from the admiſſion of air to 
the ſpinal marrow ; and the ſame e- 
vent has always followed all attempts, 
% tondraw off the accumulated fluid in 
«the external hydrocephalus, though 
this fluid has neyer been ſuppoſed dif- 
95 ferent from other dropſical collec- 
e =, 
No we pay very Little awd; to ſup- 
poſition, and notwithſtanding | I. ulpius * 


-4 Cap. 29. lib. 3. This probably was the firſt opini- 
on which preſented itſelf to his mind, and it ſeems ſince 
to have been copied without an opportunity of *** 
whether it was true or falſe, | , 


ſays, 


e 


\ 
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ſays, Tum ob denudatas ner vos, per tumo- | 
rem paſſin» difperſios, quot circumfluus der, 
ti vitam proragare, ulira diem ter-! 
tium; and Morgagni in his account of 
this matter, adopts the ſame opinion: yet 
we beg leave to diſſent from it, becauſe 
we believe, there is no inſtance upon re- 
cord, which proves t that the air, coming - 2 
to the ſpinal marrow, ever killed the pa. 
tient in three days; and becauſe we have 
known the evacuation of the contents of 
theſe tumours, occaſion death, without 
any poſſibility of the air getting admit- 
tance.” In particular, I have ſeen two 
of them upon the lin, in which the al- 
moſt tranſparent fluid, was only covered 
with the pia mater. One of theſe, was a 
patient of my friend Mr. Dalby of Keg. 
worth, in which there was neither rup- 


* 4 


ture or opening in the tumour, but 3 


* Obſerv. vii. 


D 3 conſtant 
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. meds that wet two double 
dloths in a day, terminated after ſome time 
4 | in the death of the infant. The other 
= lived near this place, and a kind of fiſſuro 
wh ſuffered the fluid to eſcape, but che mem 
| brane-ſubfiding, prevented the entrance 
© of d r, and het he child died in a fc. 
Fl 1 days. Does not Ruyſchꝰ tell us, that 
© though the fluid is diſcharged by prie ek 
mg wich a needle, yet death is ſpeedily 
wu 8 the conſequence, and could the admiſſion 
14 of air * ſuch 7 | cw x ons 
8 a be ſeveral FA RC 
| the air to have free admiſſion to the ſpir- 
nal marrow, in carious ulcers of che ſpine, 
and to the brain id injuries of that ſub- 
ſtance, without any remarkable effect ; ; 
þecauſe in the former inſtance, the pa- 
tients ſurvived a. great. length of time, 
and in the latter I haye fern them reco⸗ 


0. *.. | 
i 4 ; 4! ver, 


rated brain, with the ſame caſe, that it 
comes in contact with a common fore, 


And it may be obſerved, that it is not 


merely air, but the air of hoſpitals, &. 
which is ſo injurious in 1 
ſkull. 6 


a9 


Kbytes bend pi ens ” 


the watery. tumor upon the head of new 


the tumor accompanying; the b;fid ſpine. 
Of courſe the fame event will follow 
drawing off the accumulated fluid. They 


take their riſe from the brain, or ſpinal 


marrow, and are contained within the 
membranes, that naturally inveſt the ce- 
rebrum, cerebellum, and medulla ſpinalis. 
And though Ruyſch called it a dropſy in 
the ſpinal marrow o, or of the brain, when 

Mae and ſaid it was nothing more than 
| * | . Loc, city 
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- branes which cover the medulla ſpinalis, 
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a preternatural expanſion of the mem 


diſtended by a great quantity of ſerous hu- 
mor #; it ſurely does not follow, that a 
res the brain; or of the ſpinal mar- 

is of the fame nature as an hydro- 


| a Faſixtes, or other dropſical ſwellings. 


Mr. Warner 1 more Judiciouſly obſerves, 
that theſe tumors are to be diſtinguiſhed : 
from all other, by: their rife, ſituation, the 
circumſtances of their being always born 
with the e ſubject," who ĩ is generally afli&- 

ed with a partial palſy, and by their-con- 


tents) which are fluid and commonly tranſ- 


parent. There is no doubt, but 4 diffe- 


rence ought to be made, betwint theſe and 


other watery tumors; and I am perſuaded 
intirely omitting the diſtinctions the an- 


] cients made in hydrocephali has been 
injurious to ience: by F one 
Uſeaſe with another: 


+ Ob. 3:6 f Cale 17. © || Fabricius, cap. VII. 
they are collected e in * wah compaſs. g 


One 


* 


6 


| A-DEFENCE, &, 


4x 


ed:betwixt-the ws Þ Aura maten, 


another betwixt the dura and pia mater, 
a third in the ventricles of the brain, 4 


fourth is an hydatid betwixt the ventri - 


cles, and the fifth is that of which we 
have been. treating. The two firſt may 


be cgonſidered in the light of other drop: | 


ical ſwellings, and I apprehend, the caſes 
Morgagni deſcribes, in the ninth article 


of the twelfth chapter, in his firſt book, 


were of this ſort; becauſe diſchatging the 


water by inciſion, cared one of the chil- 


dren, the other was relieved for a time, 
and there are ſimilar gas toe met 
with upon record. W Nee 


I have ſeen a 1 mor of this 
kind; on the outſide of the head which 


took its riſe in ward. 
A youth then eight or ten prentied; 336, 
had always been an idiot, and the tumor 


* * two or un times Yes I 
ſaw 


48 AIDEF EN o E, &e, 


aw him; but this event happening again 
while he Was under my cate, with the 
reſt of the poor of the pariſſi, I fav it 
aroſe from water, rather of a muddy 
colour, making ite way out of the ſcull, 
petwirt the ſurures - and though the 
_ greatly diſtended ſcalp, diſcharged more 
than a pint of fluid, and continued to 
run for a month, or fix weeks, it healed 
vp But @ freſh Grelling ſoon began 
to ariſe, and in a year's time, became very 
great uncaſineſs, and it was therefore 
opened again, witk the point of a lancet, 
and diſcharged the fame kind of fluid 
with relief. Afterwards in the ſpace of 
1 herr or two, it was opened twice 
more, before death put an end to his 
ſufferings ; but I had not an opportunity 
of opening the head, not owns warn 
> eating het or hel Pt | 
; "From the whole, it ſeems POPE? wake 
LEN _ thoſe 
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thoſe who ſuppoſe, the uid contained in 


the tumor, accompanying the bjfid pins, 
to be fimilar to dropſical ſwellings, are 
miſtaken; ; becauſe the -evecuiation of 
their contents, is attended with-different 


43 


events, and becauſe the fluid in the ex». 


ternal hydrocephalus, or collected upon 


the ſpine' of new - born children, ce 


immediately from the medullary part af 
the brain, hich never n com: 
pany dropſical ſwellings. S 807 10. Sd 

This fluid is the only one, which en- 
f ters the ſubſtance of the brain, and muſt 


be without doubt its proper and only 


food. Nor do we give up the idea of 
its being ordained for more purpoſes 
than one, ® as happens in ſeveral inſtan- 
ces, in che animal economy, eſpecially 
in the blood, which feeds the muſcles, 
Fe. and occaſions the contraction of the 


- heart. But leaving uncertainty, and 


| * See b 0753-23 320 
A was 2 


\ 
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Güde ng in no other light, than the 
food of the nerves, we cannot avoid: ſtill: 
continuing in opinion, that it is eſſenti- 
ally neceſſary to be r nnglofiter 

"Internal" bydrocephali, are foreign to 
our preſent ſubject, and we ſhall only 
obſerve, that it would have been need 


leſs to have entered into this diſcuſſion, | 


did ĩt not lead to practice in injuries of 
the brain, which may often preſerve the 
life of the patient. For the nervous 
fluid + diſcharged from wounds of that 
ſubſtance, I am perſuaded, often produ- 
ces the ſame effect, as when diſcharged 
from the bifid ſpine, if ſuffered to conti- 
nue any length of time; and that ſup- 
he era eee Game: 
times prevents a fatal termination of the 
malady by a general palſy, * which hap- 
pens from the brain, being exhauſted 
ſooner a later, in proportion to the yio- 
lence of the diſcharge. 

dee Injuries of the Brain · 


It 


A D E FE EN O E, dc. 


wrong, in taking coghizahce-of the fer 


latina angingſa, and the gout, and xcheu- 
matiſm, in a book on medical ſurgery, 


But thoſe Who are in this way of thinks 
ing. will pleaſe; to remember, the mode 
of education recommended, the qualifi- 
cations of thoſe who are intended to ſu- 
perviſe this buſineſo v, and that we had 
an eye to ſcience,: inſtead of the emola- 
ment of individuals. For though me- 
dicine may he divided in a trading way, 


yet as a ſcience no diviſion can take 


place. And notwithſtanding, the vari- 
ous nick names which have been given 
to the former of theſe complaints, it 15 


* 
II is thought alſo that 1 have dns 


ſtrictiy an eryſipelas, ariſing from con⸗ 


tagion. The chapter would have been 
incomplete without it, nor in my opini- 
; axhoun She Ups be eee Arab 


* See Introduction, note p. 72. and 73. 
oy ir ſore throat muſt be excepted. . 
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ght, to be underſtood; for the appella- 
tions commonly uſed to diſtinguiſhvitz 


defcribe ſome of the ſymptoms; inſtead 
2 itſelf. | ech 


. to us the- nature, and-lead to "_e 


As er. the een men 


bn by diſcuſtion, it was impoſſible to 
overlook the gout and rheumatiſm, whe- 
ther they were within the limits of medi- 
| cat ſurgery or not; becauſe, it is their na- 


tural way of terminating. But Celſus, 
ces all external diſorders, though they 


| offencticint; which apud upon'niedi. 


caments, or What we have called medical 
ſurgery. The lambar abſceſs; no ſooner 
ſhews itſelf in the groin, or thigh, than 
it comes within the ſurgeon's” province. 


* They are collected together! in Forhergill's laſt Edit, 
Jag". The 
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* may be ad ef the liver, &e. 
The ſame 


* 
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=P 
outivardly 

h ſuppurates, and breaks 

whic 


being 

7. — 

_ 1 external 5 yr 
— . i it is, to 
2 whoſe buſineſs i 
nizance N th — 

external 
cure plaint pecially 


chalk 
where 
ulcers are not unfrequent, 


m firmly perſia 
ſtones are formed.” 1 r 
diſeaſe, b pur. = 
uſe in this 
aug d die Mer b He 
nen the attendant be obs 
a unknowing ws of 1 770 re- 
in the choice 
0 PI 
- ous 1 1s 
The nerv 


ent we 
nable in the arrangem 
exceptio 


doctrine being per- 
made; but the d Rl 
* be pleaded as a precedent 
bs may 
Arik. 


fectly 
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fectly new, I. was defirous of, taking that 


opportunity, ann. it to the notice 


| of; the faculty,..as, I ſhall not. have any 


ether ſo proper for, the purpoſe... Be- 
ſides, as a medical furgeon may often be 
pnſulted. about pains in the hips, knees, 
or wriſts, ſurely he ought to be acquaint- 
ed with, every cauſe from hence they 

may proceed. The more we look into 
theſe things, the more clearly. ſhall We 
ſee, the cloſe. connection between exter- 
nal, and internal diſorders: and what has 
been. faid,..it. is hoped will be a ſufficient 
apology, for attempting to bruſh. off 
a: little duſt. that had fallen, upon, and 
tended to. , obſcure . what I have alre: * 
written. 
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ON PHLEGMONE AND ABSORES, | 


tions which naturally terminate 


FAVING ticated of thoſe 7 g 


by diſcuſſion, order requires us next to 


diſcourſe of thoſe, which end i in ſuppura- 


tion, For this purpoſe we MAY, c obſerve 
that the Greeks uſed the word @Xeypory ® 


to ſignify inflammation in genera], | but 


after particular inflammations acquired v 


particular names, it was often employed 


to diſtinguiſh that kind, which they ſup- 
poſed contained more heat or fire, as a- 
riſing from pure blood, and terminating 
in ſuppuration; which was extending it 
beyond its original meaning. Inflamma- 
tion and ſuppuration it is well known 
are different things, and notwithſtanding 
* See Chap. I. V. I. 


E g mne 


On Phlegmone and Abſeeſs. 


| the perplexity we meet with, in ſome 
modern noſologiſts *, it can be under- 
ſtood in no other ſenſe, than the general 
before name for inflammation, of any 
| | Kind, or in any part of the body. 
| Wie muſt alſo remember, that the 


EY IS 


Greeks uſed the word ao ruhte, b 
ſellſus, "ab apngahtu., ; abſceds , to de- 

part) i in medicine, to ſignify a ſeparation 

by diſeaſe, of the parts: of the body, which 
cohered together... Accordingly Hippo- 

crates ſays er. cp, aeg 

og +, from a ſphacelus ariſes an 

abſceſs, or a ſeparation of the bone; and 

in gatherings behind the ears, where the 
e parts were ſeparated by. a collection of 
matter, he uſed the fame term, which 
Galen in his chapter on abſceſſes, clearly 


explains. He lays, ** Abſceſſes are thoſe 


* Linnzas muſt be excepted, though he i is wrong in 
confining it to the external parts, | . 
+ Aphor 77 Se, 7. He muſt mean where the bone was 

| tad 1 5 
. . « diſor- 


- 


On Phlegmone and Abſcgſs. 51 


« diſorders in which the parts of the 
body before eohering, recede from each 
„% other. There muſt of neceſſity be a 
«© void ſpace, which will contain either 
te a moiſture or flatus, or a compoſition 
of both . In another place, he ob- 
ferves, .* An, abſceſs ( ſve amocnpa) 
*« ſo called, is a conflux of blood in the 
middle of any vacuity, ſo long as no 
opening or eruption happens, in its 
« external ſuperficies,” which if we 
change the word blood, to /erum or pur, 
agrees. with the modern definition. In- 
_ deed the Baron Van Swieten, imagined the 
ancient phyſicians, uſed the words ap 
_tafis and apoſiema, in various ſenſes; be- 
cauſe Hippocrates employed it, to denote 
the change of one diſeaſe into another, 
when he ſays, ex alis febribus & morbis, 
 abſceſſus in quartanas fiebant : but does 


be art. ad. Glau. lib. ii, cap. VW. 
+ Com. in Hip. lib. de offieĩ. cap. xxvi. ; | f 
6 E 2 _ 3 not 


5 
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On Phlegmont and Abſceſs. 
not he in this inſtance, adhere to the 
common meaning ? For the word abſceſs 
ſeems intended to fignify a ſeparation, or 


what we call an intermiſſion in the fit ; 


and it is very evident, this word had but 


one fignification, when we call to mind, 


that. even aſtronomers, by ab/cefſus ſolis, 
meant the ſun's declination, or his de- 
Parture ſouthward. | 

Beſides theſe, there were ſeveral other 


tumors called abſceſſes, both by the 


Greeks * and Latins + ſuch as the meli- 
Ceres, fteatoma, atheroma, &c. becauſe the 


parts which before naturally cohered to- 


_ gether, are ſeparated by an intervening 


cafion to take notice of lymphatic and ge- 
latinous abſceſſes, &c. but the ſpecies | 
which at preſent claims our attention, is 


the pur ulent abſoeſs : and we apprehend 


this appellation, characteriſes the diſeaſe 


in queſtion, without confuſion. 


Paulus and others. + Celſus. 


/ 
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o n PURVLSN- e 


T ſeems to be an incontrovertible * 

iom, that ſerum is never changed into 
pus, unleſs it is extravaſated . But to 
have a clear idea of ſuppuration, we muſt 
begin with viewing the moſt ſimple pro- 
ceſs of this kind, and after all that has 
been lately ſaid upon the ſubject, we ſhall 
diſcover, that it is nothing more, than a 


Pus, what. 


collection of ſerum, or mucus, evape- 


rated to a certain thickneſs, as the Baron 


Van Swieten +, has already taught; and 


that the admixture of other ſubſtances by 
diſſolution, only forms matter of different 
kinds f . ; 8 | 


+ Chap. 3d. Val. 18. 4 Com fot. rx any, | 
zB4q.: The 


34 


How 
formed. 


PN Parulony . 


The Baron in ſpeaking of the 3 
tion of pus in wounds, juſtly obſerves, 


« That it is not formed within, but out 


1 of the veſſels in the cavity of the wound, 


« from the j Juices there extravaſated, 3 


e ing digeſted by the heat of the body. 


« For if all the matter be cleanſed from the 
oe ſurface of a wound with ſoft lint, with- 
« inan hour afterwards, it will appearall 
76 over beſet with a thin liquor, inſtead of 


_ matter; but when the wound has 


« been covered with a plaſter, for four 


and twenty hours, upon removing the 
i dreflings plenty of matter appears. 

Sir John Pringle obſerves „ that the 

ec ſerum of the human blood, upon ſtand- 


ts ing but a little time in the furnace, be- 


* comes turbid, and gradually drops a 
ec ſediment reſembling well digeſted mat- 
* ter;” and therefore concludes, © That 


t. the ſerum is continually oozing into 


2 1 ©b. p. 7837 paper 7. 
Wl” 5 8 t all 


On \Purulency. 


* all ulcers, but from the heat of the 
“the part, and the natural volatility of 
animal fluids, it is all quickly evapo- 
rated, excepting this ſediment, which 
remains in the ſore in the form of 
e pus. GABA has made ſimilar ex- 
periments, with the ſame ſucceſs; but 
concluſions drawn from chemical experi- 
ments alone, are nowiſe to be depended 
upon, as demonſtratives of any proceſs in 
the animal œconomy; nor is chemiſtry 
neceſſary to ſettle this matter, as practical 
obſervations in ſurgery, may daily afford 
fuller conviction. The matter in the 


ſmall pox puſtules, that found in the large 


natural cavities of the body, and what is 
called inflammatory exudation, are full e- 
vidence. Every one knows the fluid in 
the ſmall pox, is expelled in a limpid 
ſtate, and forms pus afterwards, by ſtag- 
nating betwixt the cuticle and ſkin; and 
can there be any doubt, that the large 

E + quantity 


8 


56% _. On Purwoncy, 
gqſnantity of matter, ſo often found in the 
1 cheſt, &c. without any viſible ulceration, 
or breach in the adjicent parts, is owing 
+ to the unuſual ſecretion of ſerum, in con- 
: ' ſequence of irritation, and to its being 
v8: converted afterwards into thicker or thin- 
ner pus, according to the degree of ab- 
place ? Nor have thoſe, who ſuppoſe the 
veſſels themſelves, from diſeaſe, to have a 
power of changing the lymph they ſe- 
crete into pus, overturned this opinion, if 
there 18 any dependance upon plain fimple 
facts, which daily preſent themſelves in 
the practice of ſurgery, ſupporting the 0- 
| pinion of pus. being 0 of ſerum, af- 
ter it is extravaſated. 
Some have foppoſed, that pus of all 
kinds is produced, or preceded by inflam- 
mation; and we know that in thoſe ha- 
bits, where the heat of the body is be- 
OY ow the natural ee abſceſſes are 
N TY ; N ets filled 
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0. Purdlency. 
| filled with poor thin matter, for want of 
warmth to thicken it ; and that upon their 
being confined, inflammatory heat comes 
on, and pus is formed. On the other 
hand we have often ſeen tolerable good 
matter formed in abſceſſes, without any 
previous inflammation, fever, of pain, 
where the degree of heat in the body wag 
about natural; and when inflammation | 
occaſions heat and obſtruction, beyond 
a certain degree, the formation of pus is 
prevented, by converting the ſtagnating 
juices, into an ichor. In the ulcer im- 
mediately following a wound, good pus 
is never formed till the inflammation in- 
tirely diſappears, the new fleſh begins to 
riſe, and the part acquires its-natural heat. 
Wherefore, though we allow, that ſuppu- 
ration moſtly accompanies, or is ſubſe- 
quent to a certain degree of inflamma- 
n as We * oe! in regent ulcers, 


- 
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On Puruleney. 

good matter formed without preternatu.. 
ral heat or inflammation, we think the na- 
tural heat of the body, in a good found 
conſtitution, is fully ſufficient for the pur- 


| Poſe of evaporating the more volatile 


parts, and giving to matter its proper 
conſiſtence, notwithſtanding it may be 
thickened quicker, if a . greater 


heat prevails. 


Blood and 


fleſh not 
converted 


into Ps. 


It was long an ene blood 
and fleſh, were converted into pus in 
wounds; butexperiments have taught us, 
that this opinion is ill founded. Blood 


ſtagnating incontuſed wounds, into which 
the air gets admittance, becomes a putrid 


gore. If either blood or fleſh, be cover- 


ed in an healthy ulcer, immediately fol- 


towing a wound, and diſſolved in good 
matter, the matter is changed from pu- 
rity, and becomes more or leſs offenſive. 
While a wound is in a crude ſtate, the 
matter is fœtid, becauſe the ends of the 


* diſſolve, and render the diſcharge 
ſomewhat 


On Purulency. | 5% 
Ae wy but no ſooner is this = 
corrupted fleſh cleared away, than ſim- 
ple lymph, by inſpiſſation 2 in 
Phat manner true pus is formed. 
But though blood or fleſh novklichs w 
degeneracy, when diſſolved in good mat- 
ter, yet fat or oil being diſſolved by ſe- 
rum, make very little difference from pus, 
formed by , evaporation ; for the pus in 
common abſceſſes, ſeems to riſe in conſe- 
quence of a ſecretion by the lateral Iym- 
phatics, of ſerum, being lodged in the 
cellular membrane, which diſſolves. 
the neighbouring fat, and oil, and 
forms an homogeneous mixture; un- 
leſs membranes, &c. happen to under- 
go a diſſolution, and then it degenerates, 
and occaſions that fœmtid ſmell, we often 
perceive upon opening theſe tumors. 
If we paſs a ſeton, it occaſions a greater Fœtidmat- 
ſecretion of lymph, pus in the ſame man- ie how 
per is the conſequence, and the fame 
may 


end in ſuppuration. Wherefore there 


poration, the other by mixture: that by 
evaporation is frequently ropy, or tena- 
ciqus, ' eſpecially when made of mucus, 
unleſs acrimony interferes ; whereas that 
by mixture, is always deſtitute of coheſi- 
fon. * Pus which is white, ſoft, bland, 
* Phyſictags have long been endeavouring to diſcover 


from the matter ſpit up by conſumptive perſons in cough- 


ing, whether there is any ulcer in the lungs or not; but 
the taſk is very arduous. Matter formed of inſpiſſated 
ſerum, or mucus, ſhews its mildnefs by tenacity, but 
it does not follow that there is no ulcer in the lungs, 
&c. for this kind of matter is formed both in ulcers, and 
upon ſurfaces. I have ſeen many die of a true conſump- 


tion, who never ſpit any thing elſe than inſpiſfated 


lynph. Matter ſpit up void of coheſion, is more ſuſpi- 
clous, and a breach in the ſolids is to be ſuſpeRed, but 
is not to be depended upon; becauſe this alſo is 


© ſometimes formed, without ſolution of continuity. The 


fate of the patient however, daes not altogether depend 


vpon the. preſence or abſence of ulcers, but upon the 


cauſe 
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and inodorous, ſeems not to poſſeſs any 
degree of acrimony, as the facility with 
which ſores heal under ſuch a diſcharge, 


evinces; and whether the matter in mild 


abſceſſes is more acrid, may be doubted, 
becauſe ſerum itſelf has a powerful diſ- 
ſolving property, without acrimony, and 
may alone be capable of Producin 8 the 
diſſolution we find in theſe tumors. But 
though pure pus be very mild, itis certain, 
though contrary to ſome. late opinions, 
that the matter both in ulcers and abſceſ- 
ſes, is often more or leſs acrid; as we 


ſhall hereafter have occaſion to obſerve, 


from its effects upon ſores, and upon the 
conſtitution. 


cauſe which e AR hos mn OY 
that ulcers, of the lungs diſcharging pus, which ariſe 
from a vomica following a peripneumony, or from a 
wound, &c, heal frequently without much trouble; 
whereas thoſe which are brought on by a ſehrophulous 
taint, always terminate ſooner or later in death; becauſe 
not only the lungs, but the whole body ſhares in the 


Po diſeaſe, and . perform a cure. 
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ON PURULENT ABSCESSES. 


'VERY inflammation of the cellular 

membrane, is accompanied with 
a fimple inflammation of the ſkin, occa- 
fioned by the fluid underneath, irritating 
the nerves which terminate in the ſuper- 
fices of the body, in proportion to the 
degree of irritability, and the power of 
the irritating cauſe ; and accumulation of 
heat, redneſs, tumor, and pain, are the 
conſequences. According as the cellu- 


_ abſceſſes. lar merabrane, the ſeat of abſceſſes, is 
loaded, and thickened, the ſkin is elevat- 
ed more or leſs, into fi conical form, 
and a pulſation is ſometimes felt, from 
the circulation of the blood through the 

arteries being interrupted, in part, in. its 
A | paſſage 


N On P urulent Abſeeſs . 


paſſage to the veins: and whenever a ſim- 
ple inflammation of the ſkin, and thick - 


ening of the eellular ſubitance are unit 


ed, a purulent abſcęſs may be expected to 


be forming; becauſe excepting accidents, 
nothing but matter capable of irritating, 
could produce both theſe effects at the 


ſame time, as wens, &c. demonſtrate,” 

Plain however, as theſe marks point 
out the nature and ſeat of the diſeaſe, 
writers have directed the ſame treatment 
to be purſued in the beginning of this 
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tumor, as in an eryfipelas, or a ſimple in- 


flammation of the ſkin. But the queſti- 
on is, whether diſperſion ought in this 
caſe to be attempted or not? An eryſi- 


pelas, or a ſimple inflammation of the 


{kin, we ſee muſt either terminate by dif- aer Fs 
perſion, or mortification; becauſe, the az 
accumulated fluids are not extravaſated. 


There cannot therefore be any doubt, 
about the method which ought. to be 


purſued 
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purſucd, eſpecially as by imitating nature 

Where a metaſtaſis has happened, we 

finiſh the work ſhe has begun, by diſ- 

charging - outwardly , offending matter, 

„ Woes from the veſſels in which it 

| lodged; and this experience teaches 

may be fafely, and readily done. If na- 

ture be leſt to herſelf in the inſtance be- 

fore us, ſuppuration for the moſt part 

happens ; and can an attempt to ſuppreſs 

in general be right, whenever the of- 
fending matter is ſeparated from the ö 

blood To diſperſe the ſwellings in this 

inſtance is to return, crude matter into 

the blood; for we are to remember, that 

being extravaſated i into, and depoſited in 

= the cellular membrane, it cannot, as in a 

Caen  fimple inflammation, be diſcharged by the 

dete veſſels of the ſkin; but that abſorption 

4 . muſt firſt be promoted, and the noxious 

„ again be mixed with the circulat- 

ing Juices, before it can be entirely re- 


? er Simp, Inflam of the kin and Eryſipelas, I" 
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may ariſe, and we ought, I think, to re- 
probate tlie doctrine which teaches, That 
the method of curing every inſlamma- 
* tion by reſolution, is of all others the 
v« ſo ſcattered by the vit vitæ, and pro- 
e per remedics, that it becomes very 
„ much like the healthy humors, with 
* which it flows through all the veſſels, 
se without injury to any of the functions. 


moved, - Hence dreadful conſequences 
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All this I firmly believe is nothing more 


#han ſpeculative theory; for though we 
know that mild good matter in ripe ab- 
ſceſſes, will ſometimes be abſorbed, and 
paſs out of the body, without injury ; 
yet we are equally certain, that morbid 
erude matter, reſiding in the cellular ſub- 
ſtance, in the firſt ſtage of an abſceſs, is 


exceedi ngly active, apt, like the ſyphilis, 


to reſt in the lymphatic ſyſtem ; and 
though it does not always bring on its 
* effects 


I On Purulent Abſeeſſes. 


effects immediately, yet it will often be 


productive of ill conſequences, notwith- 
ſtanding the uſe of purges, diuretics, &c. 


Which not having an elective property, 


cannot prevent its doing injury. Indeed, 


bers may be particular inſtances in vital 


Inſtances. 


parts, where a large tumor, though ſeat- 


ed outwardly, would deſtroy the patient 


before it broke; and where death may be 


the conſequence of ſuppuration, diſperſion 
if poſſible ſhould take place. Such caſes 


have happened within our notice, which 
we ſhall mention among the following 
obſervations, intended to illuſtrate what 
we have been faying. 25 

It may be remembered, that we hw 


already mentioned chronic eryſipelata 


being brought on by diſperſing crude mat- 


ter from abſceſſes : we ſhall have occaſion 
to notice the inconvenience, of rubbing 


in mercurial ointment to diſperſe critical 


i" pq in the glands; and J very well 
remember 
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remember, more than thirty years ago, I 
was called to a woman in this neighbour- 
hood, who after a feyer of two or three 


67 


days, was ſeized with a rigor, and after- 


wards an inflammation in her hand, be- 
twixt the fore fin 1ger and thumb, upon 


which the fever abated. But the pain 


from the inflammation becoming. violent, 
the aſſiſtance of a barber ſurgeon was de- 
fired, and many attempts were made to 
remove the preſent ſymptoms by diſper- 


ſion. She Was bled and purged, a fo- 
mentation, and Bole Armoniac with, vi- 


negar were applied to the part, and a de- 


lirium was the conſequence. When I 


firſt faw her, the delirium was attended 


with a tremor, her pulſe was exceedingly 


weak, her urine came away involuntarily, 
and death that evening took place ; ſeem- 
ingly from all power in the nerves being 


deſtroyed by the matter which was driven 


Inwardly, falling upon this ſyſtem, | 
e 2 1 On 


. On Purulent Abſceſos. 


On the ch day öf April, à nobleman b 
davghter® fix' years of age, Wils Telzed 
with 'a fever, and à pain in Her head. 
On tlie day following, her neck became 


tiff and painful, and on tlie third day, 


A tumor Appeated on the ſhoulder. O 
the fourth Dr. Duke was called to her 


alſiſtance, and although he imiagined tlie 


tumor to be critical, yet he ordered tlie 
Pedeht to be BIA, "a ciyfter to be gen, 
AſſchiBchits fo Ye applied, and ticked tlie 
fever with its common remedies. 

On tlie feverith day Wiſeman was 
Cönſulted, and every thing being recon- 
"Gllered, they agreed to repeat the revul 
"five method, that they might carry off 
the humor, without the tedious, incon- 
venient work of ſuppuration. Never- 
theleſs after two days more, there were 


"Hymptoms of matter being formed, which - 
in due time was diſcharged gradually, 

'* See Wiſeman's ſurgery, Chap. 3d. 
through 
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throu gh 2 an opening made by a aſs 
upon | the deltoide muſcle. N 


On the 1 third day after ope Xenia ding the ty- tu- 
, the n matter became ants with a 


OT, ri * 


fœtor relembling a dead body, grumous 
blood was diſcharged from the ulcer, a 
catarrh, and apthæ came on, the patient 
died « on the twenty firſt, day of the dif- 
aſe,” And d it is not evident, ſha nAfure 
brought! forward her own work, in oppo- 
ſition to methods. uſed to, preyent her, 
and that the manifeſt putrefaGion argſe, 
from the abſorption of acrid matter into 
ths Niopd. prbich g wee RY Fe 
Euation ?, 

 Agentlewoman: after lyipg-in, was ſeized 
with an inflaamariÞh in her breaſt, a pul- 


Vas an evident fluQuation of a frall 
quantity of ſome kind of matter. The 
tumor not being in a proper ſtate of ma- 
turity for opening, the cataplaſm was con- 

K 3 tinued 
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tinued, but in two days time, abſorption 


had taken place, the inflammation | 
ſubſided, and' all appearance of ſuppura- 


tion was at an end; upon which ſhe took 


a few doſes of payne, and ſeemed to be 
recoverin g flowly, from her late ſityation. 
Neverthelefs, in three weeks e ſhe v was 
ſeized about noon, with a moſtviolent ri- 
gor, which ſo greatly affected the nervous 
item, that ſhe almoſt inſtantly became 
delirious," the common offices of nature, 


were no longer at the command of the 
will, and though an erylipelatous kind of 
| inflammation, i again appeared i in the breaſt, 
it could not be made to continue, or an- 
ſwer any good purpoſe, and death prevail- 
"ed in a few days, il oppoſition. to "ry 


49 Y to. preſerve life. 
In my refleQions upon this, and ſimi- 


lar inſtances, T have been led to ſuppoſe, 


that the crude matter which had been ab- 
ſorbed, fixing itſelf i in the habit; brought 


5 on 


. ; o 
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on a very irritable ſtate: of the nerves, 
and perhaps otherwiſe injured them. 
That the rigor was in oonſequence brought 
on by cauſes elſewhere aſſignedꝰ, and that 
the injury thus done to the nervous ſyſ- 
tem, could not be repaired by nature, 
aſſiſted by art: for, ſo far as my obſerva- 
tion goes, in all fevers, where the nerves 
appear to be chiefly affected, the fate of 
the patient depends upon the manner of 


attack; becauſe where the rigor is exceſ- 
five, few only recover, owing perhaps to 


an extreme degree of irritability of a par- 
ticular kind, and to the injury ſuch a ſtate 
of the nerves receive, when affected by 
any external cauſe, which greatly leſſens 


their energy; and that abſorbed matter 


may apparently lie dormant in the habit 

ſometime, and then ſhew itſelf” as has 

already been obſerved. f d 

Nor are theſe the only i e 
* See Inflam. 1ſt. Vol. | ! 

I Treat, Eryſip. p. 336—376. iſt val... nan 
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of attempting to diſcuſs tumgurs of this 


- ointment was rubbed upon the affected 


On Purulent Abfeeſſes. 


kind; for the proceſs of nature may be 
ſtopped; without our being able intirely 
to temove the diſeaſe from the part. It 
is probably owing to theſe cauſes, that 
inflammation neither diſperſes nor ſuppu- 
rates kindly, when evacuations, Bcc, are 
uſed ; and the cure which: takes up much 
time, might have been ſoon accompliſhed, 
had the A aſſiſtant been out of the 


Way. 


A man was ſuddenly ſeized with an 
inflammation, accompanied with a thick- 
ening of the cellular membrane in the 


groin. He was bled and purged repcat- 
edly, put upon low diet, and mercurial 


part ; but though by this means the in- 
flammation was leſſened, and the pro- 
greſs of the tumor retarded, it could not 
not be entirely removed. The ſurgeon 
therefore changed his ſcheme, but ſappu- 


ration would not come on, under the uſe 


of 


1 
: On Purulent Abſceſſs. 


of ſtimulating  cataplaſms, and at 4 
month's end he was reduced to a very 
weak ſtate, N of pain, ang 
want of reſt. 

To reſtore that ſtrength, which had 
been ſo unneceſſarily, and unſucceſsfully 
diminiſhed, the bark was taken two of 
three times a day ; wine was ordered with 
a more generous diet, and opium was giv« 
en at bed time; by which means aſſiſted 
by the application of the emplaſtram 
ſticticum the tumor encreaſed, ſup · 
purated, an was cured in à ſhort time. 

Another man after being ill two or 
three days, was ſeized with a rigor, which 
was followed by an inflammation on the 
on gate chigh, = NY 
ing ointments bee which leſ- 
{ened, but did not remove the complaint. 
and after a tedious expectation, IE 
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fect kind of ſuppuration came on, for 
upon opening the half elevated tu- 
mor, the matter was thin, and the cel- 
lular ſubſtance, but in part diſſolved. 


However all was put to right, by the 


bark, opium, wine, and, a generous diet. 

Innumerable inftances of the fame kind, 
might be ſelected, to prove the danger 
and impropriety of attempting methods, 
contrary to what nature herſelf purſues. 


Medical books abound with obſervations 


of ſuppuration coming on, in oppoſition 
to every attempt to ſuppreſs and there 
is not any doubt with me, about the in- 
judiciouſneſs of not ſuffering ſuppuration 
to take place, (except under particular cir- 
cumſtances) whenever a metaſtaſis of mat- 
ters ſeated, in the cellular membrane, ly- 
ing immediately under the ſkin, eſpecially 


as a loſs of part of theſe ſubſtances, is ng 


ways injurious to the patient. 
| Ted, . improprietr of repelling 


critical 


__— | 


' On Purulent Abſteſſts, 95 
Eritical inflammations, or tumors thus 
brought on, has been ſpoken of ever ſince se 
the days of Hippocrates ; ; and many e cau- 1 9 


tice: But what has been faid about it 
has not been ſet in a light, ſufficient to 
deter practitioners, , from treating moſt 
kinds of inflammation in the fame man- 
ner; ; for ſceing critical inflammations 


daily diſperſe with lafety, they have firft 
tried this method *, owing to their not 


making a proper diſtin®tion, betwixt the 
ſeat of the cauſe of one inflammation and +» 
another. | And we have too commonly 
f gone on diſcuſſing, till nature has ſtared 
us in the face, and ſhewed the i impropri- 
cty of our proceedings. But we hope the 
arran gement made, will ſet this matter 
in its true light, and prevent futyre miſ- 
py takes. 
: Stel abſceſſes are faid to be occi- 
See inflam. chap. 2d, p. 316, 
ſioned 
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ſioned by a, metaſtaſis, ( trauſiutatis ) by 
Metatae Which We underſtand, 2 ſeparation of 


morbid ſerum from the blood by ſecre- 
tion; for where acrimony prevails in the 
juices, we apprehend it will paſs-along 
with the lymph, till it ſtagnates or meets 
with obſtruction : this happened in the 
young man's groin, mentioned in the in- 
troduction *, where bile being mixed 
with the e juices, occaſioned an 
plcer by ſtagnating in the cicatrix. If 
acrid matter happens to ſtagnate in thecel- 
Jular membrane, it will by irritating in- 
yite a flux of offending humors to the 
part, and form an abſceſs. If it does not 
ſtagnate in the cellular membiae, it will 
be taken up by the lymphatics, and! be 


carried into the lymphatic glands, in che 
| fame manner as the varioloug matter is 


carried in inoculation, and / produce A 
glandular abſceſs We have obſerved 


<> 112. 


F 


On Puynulont AN cb c. 
chat a fit of the Bout, triny de oceafioned 
by the lymph in this difpofition, being 
incapable of paſſing through cpact l- 
gaments; and it is worth confidering, 


whether Every depoſit of matter, as it has 


"been called, is determined by nature to a 


particular part, or whether it happens 
accidentally in the manner deſcribed ;'be- 


” 


"cauſe, if this obſervation is a ſtep nearer 


to truth, it followys that an àbſceſs is cri- 
tical onyx, by the flux that is invited 
into the part, and by the ſubſetquent diſ- 
charge; and may not upon theſe princi- 
ples, cauſtics in particular inſtances ſup- 


ply the place of bliſters with advantage? 


and we may gain more benefit in fevers 
from artificial drains, than hu MAbete 
been obtained. 

But leaving this ſubject to the refer 
tion of cool ing genuous men, after repeat- 
ing that an inflammation of the ſłin ac- 

See abſceſs of the glands. 


a companied 
* 
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companied with a thickening of the cel- 

lular membrane is the criterion which 
diſtinguiſhes the coming on of a puru- 

lent abſceſs ; we muſt proceed to obſerve 
8 that ſuppuration dis entirely the work of 
work of nature, as is evident from its often com- 
__ ing forward under all ſorts of applicati- 
ons; and that art can only do ſervice, 

by regulating che inflammation and the 

Artby action of the nerves, which may be great- 

. means er or leſs than they ought to be. If the 
inflammation be too great, it retards ſup- 

; puration, by preventing a regular ſecre- 
tion, and rendering the ſtagnating fluids 

_- ichorous ; and if there ſhould not be a 
ſufficient degree of heat in the part, the 
progreſs of the tumor towards maturity 
will be very flow, ſo that a medium ou She 


to be obſerved in ſuch caſes. 
1 For this purpoſe, the practice of ap- 
ſms when plying emollient pultices, where the in- 
* flammation proceeds regularly, ſeems 


preferable 


„ 


* 'On Purulent Abſeeſſ: 79 


preferable to all other methods; becauſt 
they lie caſy, adapt themſelves properly 
to the tumor, leſſen irritability, and pain, 
by taking off tenſion; and by relaxing 
the ſkin, they make way for the accu- 
mulating matter, and thus determine it 
to a particular point. Nor is it very 
material what kind of emollient pultice 
is choſen; provided they be properly boil- 
ed; as they all produce the ſame b 
The old doctrine, which introduced mu- | 
cous ſubſtances into theſe applications, to 
promote concoction and maturation, by 
ſtopping up the pores; was founded on 
falſe theory, as is evident from the uſe 
of gum plaiſters, which promote perſpi- 
tation, and ſuppuration both at the ſame 
time: and though white lilly, or marſh- 
mallow roots, linſeed, &c. being added 
to cataplaſms makes them perfectly 
emollient, and leſs liable to become dry, 
yet it is now agreed on all hands, that un- 
r 


— 


2 


" More 


cooling 


7 remedies 
_ to 


| 1 


Ker the prodicament mentioned, the white 


bread! pultioe will keep the inflanumation 


wicht che bounds, ant do all that is re- 
guired'from ſuch kind of affiſtance, if aps 
plied twice a day. Oftener is not neceſ- 
Gary for the heat it abſorbs from the in- 

flamed part; keeps it ſufficiently warm. 

However when the inflammation is too 
great, other remedies are required to leſſen 
it. The ancient practice of adding the juice 
* of cooling herbs to cataplaſms, will often 
anſwerithis-purpoſe. The cerate of Galen 


F 18 a great cooler, and even cloth wet 2. 


cold water may be applied conftantly till 
the heat abates, without danger of repel- 
ling the matter. But I have joined 4 


Amal: portion of the vinegar of lead, to 


the common bread pultice, in which 


dintment of elder ſupplies the place of 


Hogs-lard, with all: the advantages I could 
deſire; which I ſuppoſe was owing to its 
diminiſhing the irritability of the part, 


and 


o pirulmt Abe. 


and thereby preventing in ſome degree, 
the afflux of heat and humours, that 
would otherwiſe have happened. 
But whether we have recourſe to fim- 
ply emollient, or cooling remedies, iy 


ſhould be confined to the part where the 


matter is moſt likely to preſent itſelf; 
and to the parts round about, Diachylon 


ſpread the thickneſs of half a crown, or | 


ſome other mild defenſative, ſhould be a p= 


| plied, other wiſe ſuppuration may bembre A 


diffuſive than is neceſſary. For though 


pus in an abſceſs, cannot ſpread itſelf a- 


long the cellular membrane, in the ſame 
manner as extravaſated blood, or water 
when its fibres and laminæ, are rendered 
empermeable by ſurrounding inflamma- 


tion; and bardened into à kind of cyſt, 


round the matter formed ; yet corroſive 
matter will ſpread itſelf more than it 


would have done, by relaxing parts which 


were influmed, and which the methoVd 
G adviſed 
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adviſed moſtly prevents: The matter I 
obſerve, is by this method kept in leſs 


room, a large cone is formed, and the 
rupture in the tumor is much larger, than 
when this precaution is not taken; pro- 


Bleeding. 


bably, from reſiſtance to its preſſure being 


removed only in a particular part, be- 
Gs: matter in abſceſſes, i it is well-known, 
always tends to the place where it meets 
with the leaſt reſiitance. a 
Bleeding has alſo been . 
to promote ſuppuration, where the in- 
flammation has been too great, under a 
plethoric ſtate; and by leſſening heat, 
and abating the impulſe of the blood, it 
may do ſervice in ſuch conſtitutions. 
Therefore, if along with great tumor, and 


inflammation, a quick pulſe is accompa- 
nied with fulneſs, a moderate quantity of 


blood may be taken away. But a quick- 
neſs alone may be diſregarded, as it only 
indicates the irritability of the habit, and 

TOLD * will 
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| wholly by the preſent ſymptoms, unleſs 
they are very urgent. We ſhould look 
forward, and be upon our guard, againſt 
events that may prove troubleſome, or 


dangerous in the progreſs of the cure. 
Whenever there is a likelihood of matter 


being abſorbed, thinning the blood, /'emp= 
| aof the patient, will - occaſion its being | 


0 93 
. F 
72 


will diſappear when the inflammstion 7 
abates. Nor ſhould our ſteps be guided 


There are multiplicity of ſimilar inſtances 
to be met with in writers, where death 
ſeems to have been brought on in the 
ſame manner: and it behoves us to be 


very eircumſpect in the uſe of the lancet, 


under ſuch circumſtances. In reviewing 


my practice, I call to mind very fe in- 
(ances, in which I have had occaſion to 


G 2 bleed, 
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Heat 


wWben ne- 


ceſſary, 
to pro- 
mote i ſup- 
eee 


On the other hand; Mk das horde 
of the tumor is flow; and it is deſtitute of 


7 ; 
o urin, Ascher. 


draughts, chling purges, whoſe effects 


were chief) confined to the bowels, and 


a cooling diet have moſtly anſwered my 


purpoſe, where d the n re- 
quired moderating. | 


* 


that heat, ' which uſually accompanies a 
regular ſuppu ration; warming topics 
ſhould begemployed. The pultices in 


Which thete are raw or roaſted onions} 


than is neceſſary, without aſſiſting nature 


Burgandy pitch, &o. are recommended 


in a proper manner, being incapable of 
invigorating the nerves. I therefore pre- 
fer thoſe remedies that quickly promote 
ſuppuration by warming the nerves, and 
increaſing their energy without irritating. 
Nor can it be unnoticed. by thoſe who 


o Purulent 22 1 


have attended to Hits: utter, that hs - 
gums, ammoniacum, galbanum; ſagape- 
num, bdellium, opopanax and myrrh, . 
properly managed, will accompliſit theſe | 
effects. Beſides, where the: ſtate” of the 
ner ves requires an increaſe of warmth, it 
is certain that in many eee N 
give eaſe, and e on ene been at the 
fame time 9 0 

en ahl Get RO fea; de 
ere of them ſhould be joined together, N | 
for though when a fimple remedy, of choſen for 
known efficacy is to be uſed,” we cannot 5 2 
be too careful in preventing chemical al. 
teration, yet it muſt be remembered, that 
fimplifying compound medicaments, oft- 
en diveſts them of their power; as the 
different effects of the ſticticum of Para- 
celſus, and of the common gum plaiſter, 
ſufficiently evince: the one being a. raw , 
een. with inferior Nrecüm, the 

I Se: inflamed glands, | = 


% SF other 


other rich and powerful, as we ſhall have 
ſeveral occaſions to obſerve. When dif- 
ferent ingredients are mixed together, 
whether according to the rules of the 

chemiſt or not, by acting upon each 
other &, it is well known they form a new 
medicine, and may then be viewed in the 
light of a ſimple remedy, with a greater 


number of conſtituent parts, which fre- 
quently, I am perſuaded, increaſe the 
| power of the whole. A number of well 


choſen cordials united, are more rich and 


powerful, than when few component 


parts are employed, (wine excepted). The 
tinctura ſacra of the laſt, was a more ef- 


ficacious remedy, than that of the preſent 


diſpenfatory ; and ſeveral bitters being put 
together, are ſaid by a modern phyſician 
to be more powerful than when few are 
ſelected. In like manner, a number 


* See Macquer on the affinitics between bodies, Theo. 
22 


of Chemiſtry, chap. 24. 
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of different gums tneliorate- IN a 
and become capable of producing effects 


which none of them could produce if : 


where animating applications are requir- 


_ ed, equal to that mentioned, both on ac- 
count of its conſiſtence, its coming off 


warmth, and invigorating the nerves. It 


is true it is an ↄpereſe compoſition , 
and deviſed with whimſical intentions, 
but we are to view it in its mixed form, 
and judge of it by its effects, as has been 


done in learning the uſe of all other re- 
medies, whoſe operations are known. 
Nevertheleſs, compoſition ſhould be re- 


87 


gulated by judgment; for by jumbling a 


number of iugredients together, inſtead of 


increaſing their power, we ſometimes de- 


ſtroy the whole, eſpecially where chemi- 


I have tried to make it leſs 1 1 but always. 


youu if, 
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cals are taken in, witneſs the pill. ærbiop. 


which I never ſaw have any eſſedt. 

Cheſelden ſays * the Emplaſirum em 
Eupborbio is a moſt excellent /uppurative, 
and better than that of Paracelſus, both 
in | its conſiſtence and uſe 3 but the ſticti- 
eum, and this plaiſter produce different 
effects, one by irritating, the other by re- 
gulating the actions of the nerves . This 
diſtinction has not been ſufficiently at- 
tended to in practice, for irritating ſub- 
ſtances by inviting a flux, often occaſions 
a greater extent of tumor, than would 


have happened, had nature been left to 


herſelf, or the ſticticum applied; which 


being compounded of ſedative and ſtimu- 

lating ingredients, is ſufficiently active, 
without irritating the parts with which it 
comes in contact: for in the numerous in- 
ae in which I have uſed it, I do not 


* 


Me . Ledran' s Operat, p. 467. 
4 * This will be proved i in ſpeakingof inflamed glands. 


remember 


remember ever ſeeing it fret the ſcin, x- 
cept once when it was new made. * . 
The honey pultioe made by boiling , ö 
warms without ſenſibly irritating in gene- 
ral, and will anſwer every intention where 
more heat than common is wanting. 

The cataplaſma maturans of the London 
diſpenſatory is in the ſame claſs, or the 
St. John's wort, and made into a pultice 
with linſeed flour will not be leſs effee - 
tual. But whenever time is required to 
finiſh the work, the plaiſter alone is pre- 
ferable, becauſe it is attended with equal 
advantage, leſs expence, and leſs trouble, 
both to the patient and his attendant. I 
have never tried dry cupping in this in- 
ſtance, becauſe the method recommended 
has always anſwered my purpole. 
18 OG of 
* If a pultice is made by rubbing honey, oatmea), 


and lard together, it is an eſcharotic ; bat deen boiled 8 
it TOR different effects, | a 


bo | Hot 
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Hot ſomentations have been indifcri- | 


de uſed minately adviſed, to promote matura- 
ürictions. tion in abſceſſes; but as they are liable to 
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do great injury, they ſhould be uſed under 
proper reſtrictions. Where the fluids 


are capable of being abſorbed, they un- 


doubtedly promote abſorption, and are 
therefore improper when we mean to 
promote ſuppuration. And ſurely thoſe 
who adviſe the uſe of cataplaſms, and 
fomentations together, in common in- 
flammatory gatherings, recommend op- 
polite intentions to be carried on at the 
ſame time. It is ſuppoſed indeed, by 
increaſing the heat in abſceſſes, we pro- 
mote a fermentation, which is neceſſary 
for the production of pus. But the doc- 
trine of fermentation in abſceſſes, is no- 
thing more than an unſupported conjec- 
ture. We ſee pus is commonly formed 
without it; and where the tumor has a 
regular tendency to ſuppurate, it is well 
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known: Glad are abſolutely un- 
neceſlary ; for under an emollient cata- 
plaſm the diſeaſe terminates in its oven 
way, without interruption, and thoſe 
who employ them in this un do 
more than ought to be done. M - 
Nevertheleſs in cold en "abſceſſes 
I have ſeen hot fomentations do ſervice; 
The upper part of the outfide of a 
girl's thigh, about fifteen years of age, 
vas very much enlarged without being in- 
flamed, and the cellular membrane felt 
greatly thickened. Various remedies had 
been long tried by the family, without 
any effect; but upon ordering a fomenta- 
tion of wormwood, Centaury, Crude Sal 
Ammoniac, &c. twice a day, and applying 
che ſticticum between whiles, the ſtag- 
nating juices were apparently attenuated, 
and being confined, ſuppuration ſoon en- 
ſaed. I have ſeveral times ſeen the ſame 
cn under fimilar circumſtances, and 
| doubt 


0 | 
\ 92 
| 
3 
| 
{18 
i : 
1 
Il | 
i | Internal 
111 1 
100 temedies. 
— 
Symp- : 
_ toms of 
matter be- 
; Mg 
tormed. 


8 On Puxulent "Abfeefſes, | 


doubt not but it has been ſeen by others; 
the fomentation muſt be laid aſide; other - 


wiſe it will promote abſorption of part 


of the matter, and protract the diſeaſe :- 
Internal medicines alſo, are often of 
great ſervice in forwarding the ſuppura- 
tion of abſceſſes, where vigor is wanting, 
but none more than the bark; for it ſel- 
dom fails, where nature can be aſſiſted, 
of enabling her to bring the ſwelling to 


ripeneſs, except in what are called ſcro- 


phulous tumors, where I think it produ- 


ces. no ſort of effect. Opium, if pain 


makes it neceflary, will be found ſervicea- 
ble; wine; ale, and nouriſhing food will aſ- 
fiſt much in bringing the diſeaſe to a criſis. 
In inactive abſceſſes, attended with 
little or no pain, fluctuation is the firſt 
ſymptom of matter being formed; hut 


in inflammatory gatherings, a remiſſion 


of inward pain, (though the inflamed 


n Hurulen ti r Alflen. ; 93 | 


and tenſe kits remains painful ener 

leads us to conclude, that à Yiffoltition - 

of che diſtracted nerves has taken place, 
that ſuppuration is comtnenced, and 
where ĩt goes on regularly, we ſhould in 
general purſue the chirurgical" axiom,” of 
waiting with patience, till the abſceſs 8  avrcer 
ready to open of itſelf, or rather till it en- 
breaks : for though it be true, that mat 
ter is always ripe,” yet the tumor is not 
ripe till all the hardneſs is diſſolyed; and 
when this is effected the cure is ſoonet 
accompliſhed, and with more eaſe, than 
when it is diſcharged hy a; premature 
opening. Good pus is à moſt gentle 
diſſolvent, and commonly, if we except 
pain from diſtenſion, does ĩts work. with- 
out great violence; and when the tumor 
is ſuffered to break of its own accord, 
(inſtead. of a haſty. evacuation, which 

| _  qceahons a deliquum, or often weakneſs, 

"ow. ſtimulus being ſuddenly remoyed, 

the 
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the matter, runs off: gradually, the. ſkin 
ſubſides, and though we, are. forced to 


| dilate the;opening, we have, milder ap- 


Pearances,.. than when this part of the 
work. is taken out of . nature's hand: we 
therefore recommend leaving as much 
her as poſlible, without being remiſs 
in removing impediments to the cure. 


of the ſkin is exquiſite, it may induce us 
to puncture the tumor with a lancet, a 


few” hours ſooner than it would break 


naturally; and as nature has ſo nearly 
finiſhed this part of 2 ee 


without W of — cure. 


But we can ſee no reaſon” for the com- 
mom practice, of opening every abſceſs 


2s Toon as the ſkin becomes thin, and 
the fluctuation of matter very ſenſible; 
becauſe daily experience evinces, that 
nature will accompliſh the remainder 

- where 


Ys; 


On Purulent Meer Y 


where no impediment i is in the Way, in 


che fame manner as the brought the i: | 


mor to perfection. Nor ſhould we be 


haſtened in out proceedingz, from. ap- 


prehending that matter being longer con- 
fined, may corrode. the. arteries, veins, 
tendons, or bones; as this I believe ne- 


ver happens, where it can get to a part 


which makes leſs reliſtance, unleſs. in- 
ſtead of pus, an exceeding corroſive ichor 


35 


deſtroys all the parts it touches, I have 


never, that I can remember, met with 
fach accidents, though I have feveral 
times known the large arteries ſurround- 
ed with matter a conſiderable time. "Sur- 
geons cannot be ignorant how powerfully 
membranes, ſuch as the faſcialata of the 
thigh, relüſt matter, and the fame may 
be faid of tendons when nay Primarily 


concerned. When we met with foul 


bone in abſceſſes, I believe the diſorder 
moſtly originates at the bone, or in its 
; membranes; 


WT 


— 


ehe ene 


ranes; u 18 n 0 
eek bit Wis I am ein . 
that "It in general, We run more hazard of 


injuring the böne by opening tumors 


Pabrg te matter is completely formed, 
by admitting air, to occaſion acrimony 
that woe not otherwife have happened: 
and truly "the opening every maturated 
fumor, as the books direct, "ſeems to be 
as e as the application o of the for- 
ceps would be i in every natural labor, as 
je as the head of the child c: comes with- 
ir 5 88 50 Should it nat be from 
net neceſſity caſes when x we e have re- 
dr to art 98 yet! how ſeldom i 18 mat- 


in abſceſſes ſuffered to make its "own 
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7 portion 5 the matter is collected, it 
4 muſt enlarge the ring; the eb; : 
: 15 7 enlargement will be moſt 9p 
KY Lond. Inq. 2d Vol. p. $7. 
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re that fide where the reſiſtance is leaſt. 


Hence matter gradually makes its way 


to the ſurface of the body, be jt ever 


' * ſo deeply ſcated;,—When it lies near the 


*« points and burſts direaly outwards, 
© but when it is deep, and covered with 
more reſiſting parts, fuch as an aponeu- 


e, &e. it runs under them, and as 


% ſoon as it has got from this confine- 
<« ment, it puſhes to the kin, and opens 


ee ſurface of the body, and is coyered by 


* 


«© perhaps after a winding paſſage, at a 


con derable diſtance, from the origin- 


« a] ſeat of the diftemper ; when in 


„large quantity, it commonly by its 
e weight tends towards the lower part 
of the body, and thus procures for it- 
* ſelf a depending drain, and hence the 
© advantage of leaving fach tumors to 


point or open of themſelves.”  -- * 
To theſe general rules however, there 
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are ſome exceptions, which we ſhall take 
notice of i in their proper place; and ſhall 
now obſerve, that Mr. Acrel has written 
No a memoir, which tends to prove that in 
ripe: critical abſceſſes; the matter ſhould 
not be diſcharged through an opening 
in the tumor, but by the bowels. * He 
Acrel's  founds. his practice, on having obſerved 
7 in the camp hoſ pitals, that fevers among 
confider- the ſoldiers terminated frequently by cri- 
8 tical abſceſſes, th different parts of the 
body. That the patients found them- 
ſelves beſt when the tumor was ripe, 
and fit. to be opened, but upon opening 
them, they. relapſed; the ſymptoms re- 
turned, and moſt of them died within 
eight days after. Whereas a thouſand, 
in whom. the matter. was abſorbed when 
, come to maturity, and carried off by 
ſtool, recovered. Whereſore, in future 
s gee an abſtract of this paper in Mr. Deaſe's Intro. 

to the Theory and ractice Pof Surgery, p. 96. * 
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be ſuffered the "gatherings to come to 
a head, and then immediately purged the - 

patient, who became ſtronger, the pus 
decreaſed, the ſwelling gradually diſap- 
peared, and far the greateſt number got 
well: but the reaſon this practice has not 
been purſued, ſeems to be, that the open- 
ing of abſceſſes in general is not fo ye \ 
rious as this memoir repreſents. - 

* Nevertheleſs, for reaſons we ſhall RY 
in the next chapter, his practice may 
probably be followed in internal abſceſſes, 
fuch as thoſe ariſing from the pleuriſy, 
hepatitis, upon the pſoas muſcle, &c. 
with advantage; there being a material 
difference, betwixt the effects of crude, 

„and ripe matter being abſorbed. One 
we have already ſpoken of, but ripe good 
matter paſſes off with great readineſs, 
both by urine and ſtool, without mixing 
with the juices in the circulation, or ſeiz= 
ing vpon any of the parts through which 

1 2 it 


* gf 
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Ad. it paſes; as its appearance in theſe eva- 
| 

| 


ir nay be cuations when taken up from wounds 
uud bon. and abſceſſes, continually evinces. But 
whenever we propoſe to purſue this 
plan, briſk purging muſt not only be 
employed, but hot fomentations be alſo 
"uſed; for theſe, by promoting the circu- 
lation in the ſmall veſſels, accelerate this 
| = proceſs : nor are vomits to be neglected, 
| eſpecially in weak habits ;' as they pro- 
| mote abſorption without debilitating ſo 
much as when purging medicines are 
_ uſed, Diuretics too, on the intermediate 
days, will aſſiſt by irritating the nerves, 
and the patient's ſtrength muſt be kept 
up by tonic medicines, cordials, and a 
nouriſhing diet; for without a proper de- 

_ © gree of ſtrength being preſerved in the 
\ abſorbents, they probably would be in- 
capable of performing their office. Yet I 
would not have it underſtood that I ima- 
. all times be pro- 
maoted 
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moted by theſe means; 28 1 know the 
. 


every inſtance. a 

But though mild matter paſſes off 
when abſorbed, without doing rs; ; 
yet when matter poſſeſſes a degree of acri- 
mony, or is in fo great a quantity as to 
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overload the habit, an ill ſtate of health - 


is often the conſequence. _ 
A ſwelling appeared on the ſhoulder 


of a girl about fifteen years of age, on the 


decline »f the confluent ſmall pox ; but 


inflammation, it was overlooked by the 
family who were poor people. Riding 
accidentally by the houſe, I was deſired 


being attended with very little pain, or | 


to ſec her, and found an uninflamed bag, 


containing in appearance nearly a quart of 


matter, which I intended to have let off 


gradually the next day; but the appre- 


henſions of undergoing an operation, 
Wor ked ſo powerfully upon her nerves, 
H 3 that 


— — — 


| 

| 

| 
I 
A 
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that the abſorbent ſyſtem was put int 


motion, and coming to her for the pur- 
poſe of opening the tumor, I was ſurpriſ 


ed to find, three parts of the matter drank 
up and gone, and the remainder went, 


in a few days. A hectic fever, and abſceſſes 
which were opened .in different parts of 
ing, ſhe recovered after a tedious illneſs, 


in which ſhe took bark, antiſeptic diu- 
retics, &c. and milk was the food on 


which ſhe principally lived. All this has 


| been verified eyer fince the days of Hippo- 


crates; z who obſerved, that when critical 
abſceſſes ſubſided without a ſucceeding 
fever, and the matter paſſed off freely by 
urine, or ſtool, or both, the patient reco- 
vered: whereas if a fever came on, death 
was generally the conſequence, unleſs the | 
matter was tranſlated to ſome other part 


of the body, DOOR OR I 
 Diſcharging uy matter, however, from 
' external 


* 
4 | 
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external abſceſſes by urine and ſtool, = | 
feldom I imagine be practiſed, unleſs na- When na- 


ture her- 


ture herſelf directs this method, and ſhe 2 pow 
| muſt then be watched ; for if a difagree- proceſs 
able hectic appears, the tumor, if poſſi! dun 
ble, ſhould be laid open, ſo that no mat= : 
ter can lodge, and be the ſource of miſ- 
chief. The bowels ſhould'be occafionals && * 
ly opened, and other internal medicines 
capable of correcting, and carrying off 
the matter which has been abſorbed, 
5 as ſweet ſpirit of vitriol, { pirit of ni- 
or ſpirit of ſalt, ſhould be given i 
ku LA or chamomile tea; and ſhould 
| @ greater diſcharge by the bowels than i is 
neceſſary attend, ſtarch in ſmall cinnamon- 
water may be added, to correct the irrita 
ing matter, and defend the nerves of the 0 
firſt paſſages. When one drop of lauday _ 
num js joined to each doſe (probably btßʒ 
leſſening the irritability,) it more power» . 
lh keeps the diarrhœa within bounds, 
Hs | and 
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and therefore-may be occaſionally given, 
when ſtarch alone proves inſufficient for 
the purpoſe, which will nat very free 
quently happen, But theſe accidents are 
maoſt commonly prevented. if the matter 
from the ulcer has a free diſcharge, 
We have before us, at preſent, moderate 
4. abſceſſes, ſeated - in the . cellular 
membrane, which it is known common- 
ly terminate well, after making an inciſ- 
hon in a ſtraight direction, to lay the tu 
mor open from one end to the other, 
Arhen the matter fluctvates, and is very 
peroeptiple under a thin ſkin; but our 
Enquiry leads. us to examine, whether a 
gentler method of curing by the firſt 
intention, by an immediate union of 
the parts which were ſeparated, may 
pot ſometimes E with ſuperior 
II the ditedions we have giyen, about 

| their being brought ta a head, be obſerv⸗ 
E be formed, 


the 
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the opening will be ſufficiently, large in 
a depending part, to lay the abſceſs dry, 

ly obtained, without the inconveniences 

that commonly, more or leſs, depend on 
the methods generally uſed in- opening 
theſe tumors. Beſides, the matter being 1 
ſuffered to drain off gradually, the ſkin 
ſublides, prevents the admiſſion of exter- 
pal air into the cavity, and afterwards 
unites with the parts underneath, And 
I am certain, abſceſſes by this ſumple 
treatment will oftener get well than hag 


been imagined, if t. ſeparated parts are 
not preyented ftom uniting, by improper 


dreſſings. A mild digeſtive balſam, up- 
on a ſoft pledget of lint, ſhould be put 
gently into the mouth of the ulcer, Toas 
not to impede the diſcharge, and the treat- 
ment hereafter recommended in this 
chapter be purſued ; for if relaxing pulti- 
Fes 3 are too long continued, 4 lux of of mat- 
ter 
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ter may be brought on, that will I 
our intentions. 

However, if after ting a proper time, 
the opening ſhould be found inſufficient 
to drain off all the matter which ought 
to come” away, and the. parts do not 
unite ;\ a conſtant ſecretion from irrita- 
tion, freſh collection of matter and ſinu- 
ſes, with diſagreeable, or perhaps dan ger- 
_ ons ſymptoms from abſorption, may en- 
ſue, and the pratice of extending the 
opening the whole length of the tu- 
mor, or as much as is neceſſary, by cut- 
ting upon a director, muſt then be fol- 
lowed. I prefer one made of wood, to 
any kind of metal ; becauſe, inftead of 
making dilatation by puſking the knife 
forward, we do it by the uſual and more 
eaſy method, of drawing it through the 
parts we mean to divide; for if ſoft wood 
be choſen, the point of the knife, or lancet, I 


which ever is uſed, being fixed in it, gives 
a ſteadi- 


\ 
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& ſteadineſs to the operation; I cht 
ancet fed in a handle, becauſe, being 
thinner, it cuts with conſiderable leſs 


pain than the knife, and is leſs terrible 


to the mind of the patient. The direc- 
tor ſhould be introduced as gently as poſ- 
fble, that the ſkin which has ſubſided may 
not be diſturbed. Nor ſhould the ſubſe-: 
quent dreſſings be crammed into the inciſi- 
on, to diſtend the lips of the fore,” It is ſuf. 
ficient if the matter has a free exit, and 


* © 
10F 


dreilings which juſt keep the lips aſun- 


der, will commonly accompliſh this pur 
pole ; and a cure, by the union of the ſkin: 


happen, and with more caſe to the pa- 


tient, than when a contrary method is 


taken, provided the muſeles are * in 
ee, inatis cnc gk 


with the parts underneath, will ſooner 


In very large abſceſſes, end * | 


matter extends itſelf 60 farther than. tho: 
cellular . in 
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an opening in one direction only, may not, 
from the ſituation of the matter, be able 
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a cure, without making a « lapgitadinal 
incifien, ſufficient to prevent matter lodg- 
ing. I have ſeen the largeſt abſceſſes, 
that could poſſibly happen to the extern- 
thod, with the utmoſt facility; the ſkin 


on cach fide the inciſion being reſtored 


to its proper place, by the aſſiſtance of 
bolſters and bandage, If it is neceſſary 
to make more openings than one, (for 


to execute fully our defigns,) a-man'sown 
ner to proceed; but if openings are made 
in ſuch a manner that no matter can lodge, 


| they always anſwer the end. Le Dran®: . 


and others after him, have adviſed an oval 
picce of the ſkin to be taken away, when 
matter is diffuſed under. the . 

„ Chir. Operations, © 


ee. 


On Purulent Abſceſſes, 


adipoſa, or ſkin; becauſe, he ſays, a ſimple 
inciſion would have a looſe lip on each 
fide, which turning inwards would make 
the dreſſings painful, and hinder the di- 


geſtions from being eaſily applied to every | 


part of the ulcer. But, except paring 


away {kin, which is become ſo very thin, 
and ſo much worn out, that it cannot 
poſſibly unite, I have never ſeen it neceſ- 


fary to purſue this method; and I think 


it ſhould be avoided as much as poſſible, 
. | becauſe it occaſions a loſs of iubſtance, 
that muſt be repaired whh N and 
length of time. 
It is in deep-ſeated abſceſſes wh the 


openings become neceſſary, where in 


making dilatations the finger is the beſt' 


conductor to the knife, becauſe we feel 
what we have to cut through, what we 
| ure doing, and where from the vicinity of 

latge blood-veilels, nerves, tendons, &c. 


ſkin is much thickened, that counter 


* 
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an edged inftrument ſhould not come 
when ſuch an opening is made, the lips 
cannot give too free an exit to the diſ- 
eharge. * They ſhould therefore be kept 
aſunder by the dreſſings, which ſhould be 
applied with gentleneſs to the bottom of 
the ulcer, that it may fill up regularly 


without leaving a ſinus behind. by 


- Notwithſtanding much has been fait 
in praiſe of cauſtics in opening abſceſſes, 
and though they are ſtill commonly em- 


ployed, I rarely find them neceſſary; and | 
think the reaſons to be met with againſt 


which we may add, that they alſo affect 


them are in general well founded. To 


the ſkin a conſiderable way beyond the 
eſchar, occaſion an ill condition in the 
lips of the ulcer, and a backwardneſs in 
the healing of the ſore. They ſeldom do 


more than nature may be invited to do, 


by a much more gentle operation : were 


has. pple: in ſuch a manner as to make 


a 264 
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a large opening, the diſadvantages attend 
ing a loſs of ſubſtance would be the con- 


ſequence * ; and could any thing but ti- 
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middity, or falſe reaſoning, have intro- 


fiſt nature in deſtroying the-ſkin? It is 
ſurely a cruel chemical device, without 


Aduced the practice of applying them, on 
a ſuppoſition that they are neceſſary to aſs 


cannot in general be obtained with leſs' 


pain, either by nature, or art, though 


opium is employed at the ſame time to 


mitigate their violence. With more ap- 


pearance of reaſon, ſome employ them in 


critical abſceſſes before they are ripe, to 5 
deſtroy the parts impregnated with the 


humour ſeparated from the blood, and to 
prevent its return into the habit. But 
this can only be neceſſary when nature is 


remiſs, and they ſhould then, if uſed, be 
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< on a quickneſs of the pulſe, debilitating 


0, Burulnt Abſeeſſes: 
made to penetrate deeper than the ſki, 
that they may act upon the cellular mem- 
- Thoſe who prefer the ſeton for diſ- 


| charging matter from purulent abſceſſes, 
to all other methods, ſay, * the pernici- | 


& ous influence of the air upon newly 
« opened abſceſſes is often really aftgniſh- 


ing. It firſt occaſions a total change 


t in the nature of the matter, from per- 
e haps a very laudable pus to a thin ill- 


« ſweats, and other ſymptoms of hectic 
<< fever, which in a ſhort time generally 


< ends in the paticnt's death, or in the 


production of a phthiſis, which at laſt 
t terminates fo. And that though * 
n very conſiderable time with large 


1 abſceſſes fully formed, without having 


« any one ſymptom of hectic whatever, 
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Vet an inſtance was never obſerved to 
happen, of their being opened by a 
« large inciſion, without almoſt every 


« | ſymptom of hectic taking place; and 
« that generally in leſs than forty-eight | 


© hours from the time of their being laid 
% open. Whereas,” the method of diſ- 
charging the contents of tumors by 


<«. the introduction of a cord, is attended . 


with every advantage of that by in- 
« ciſion. It moreover, empties the ſwell- 
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« ings of whatever ſiue they may be, not 


_ « ſuddenly, but very gradually. It ef- 
fectually prevents a free admiſſion of 
air. It is not commonly attended with 


« near ſo much pain and inflammation; 


nor is the cicatrix occaſioned by it, e- 


* yer inconvenient or unſeemly, which 
« it frequently is after a large incifion. 


The patients treated in this manner all 
& did well, and the cure was common- 
a e obtained in little more than half 
1 6 the 
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« Ce RY SAO found 3 
« ben a lar ge inciſion has been had re- 
« courſe to. Which obſervations per- 
fectly correſponded -with thoſe made by 


Mr. Acrell. 


Per con- 
tra. 


On the Neal Mr. Belloſt, 5 5 
0 as 55 abſceſſes of all ſorts, which 
* have come under our hands in this 
* hoſpital, and have been cured with 


an expedition that may appear in- 
*« credible, I will only ſay this; that 


* judging it ſufficient to make a large 


«« opening in them, I left the reſt to the 
« ſage. conduct of nature, not forgetting 


_ <<. general, remedies, and the ordering of 


| diet. But as for the dreſſing of the ul- 


« Fer, I only uſed a ſimple pledget cover - 
t ed with the moſt common medicines, 
and ſometimes. in cafe of a cavity, 


, ſmall compreſſes for expelling the hu- 


1 *. Hoſp. Surgeon, part i. chap. 10. 2 0 Fu ' 
„ uffi- 
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* ſufficient to keep it on. The great 
ic in this hoſpital, according to this me- 
* 18 beyond belief. ©; ? * 3 57 on N 
nee. the orifice is not ſtopped up- 
© with an extraneous body, it is evident 
« the matter can make no ſtay in the Pragice 
bs fem 2 
© miſſion ; and the parts that were thereby be omit! 
* kept at ſome diſtance from one another 
« come together, and at the ſame time 
« do expel whatever may be there con- 
* tained; and leave no empty ſpace for 
« the collection or abode of what is 
<< uſeleſs or inconvenient. Hence parts 
s are united, nature acts at her freedom, 
© whoſe balſam generates fleſh better 
** than all the remedies in pharmacy.“ 
I hope I may preſume, that none will 
« think I have continued in the ule of 
6c this method for ſo long a time, had I 
12 not 


«© not experienced its defirable effects on 
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«<a thouſand occaſions ; and I could ſafe- 
« ly take my oath, that never the leaſt 
«- accident happened to any of thoſe 
«© who were dreſſed after this manner, 
« Every one may believe as he thinks 


% good of what I fay, but I dare aver, 
bee that I am much more careful that 
. «. what I ſay ſhould be true, than n it 


8 nn be nie., 


tte e ulcers, hardens the ſkin, oc- 


The ef- 
ſects of 
air in ab- 
ſceſſes, 


N &c. conſi- 


deicd. 


* 


caſions pain without ſuppuration, li- 


„ vidneſs, feveriſh rigors, ſpaſms, and 
t tetanus.” On this aphoriſm Galen + 


| wrote a comment, which was enforced by 
the Greeks, and copied by the ſubſequent 


writers to our own times ; and hence a 


general rule was laid down, that the air 


is injurious to ulcers, and wounds. No 
© Aphor. 20. ſect. 5. De Simp. Med. Facul. 


lib. iv. cap · Ts 


one 
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one among them cultivated this opinion 
with greater vigor than Belloſt *, ſup- 
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poſing that, ** by a ſharp and clammy 


< acidity, it corrodes the fleſh, and utterly 


< ſpoils the temper of the parts, by waſt- 


ing the ſpirits that preſerve the radical | 
*' mo0iture.” But Mr. Sharpe +-was;of 'a 4 


different opinion, for ſpeaking of abſceſſes 
after they are opened, he ſays l do not 


think the air has that ill effect on ſores 


« as: is generally conceived; nor would 
1 the large abſceſſes on beaſts, which 
* are often expoſed to the air the whole 
* time of cure, do well if it was ſo very 
<< pernicious as is repreſented. © But as it 


*<'ter-is a little painful to the new fleſh, 


« it will be right to- finiſh the .drefling 


* as quick as may be without hurrying.” 
Which "ſentiment Mr. Freke þ attacks 


* Hoſp. Sur. part i. chap, 10. T trod. Trent. 


on Surg, p. 27, + "Rr Healing, p. 324, 


; by 
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by faying, (to give a greater proof of the 


air:influencing. the external parts of the 
body,) et any ſurgeon open a cold tu- 
“% mor which Was cauſed by congeſtion ; 
tt it ſhall, on its diſcharging a little curds 
kee and whey, appear to have no figns of 
4% inflammation for a few days. But he 
c muſt have had but little buſineſs, 
% or have been a flight: ohſerver, who 


knows not that not only.inflammations, 


but very dangerous fevers, uſually fol- 
4. low the opening of theſe cold tumors, 
te which are kept quiet generally, till they 


ct are expoſed to the air. But notwith· 


In open 


ſtanding this contrariety of ſentiments, 1 
believe, excepting Mr. Belloſt's theory, 
they are all right, under different cireum- 
Haners, and the reconciling them is of 
importance in the practice of Surgery. 

I perfectly agree with Hippocrates; that 
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often continues ſeveral hours. In brute 
animals we daily fee it harden the wound- 
ed parts, ſuppreſs ſuppuration, and form 

a cruſt which ſoon prevents its influ- 
ence. | We ſhall hereafter have occaſion 
to obſerve, that a ſtream of cold air upon 
ulcers has brought on a gangrene. By 
irritating it no doubt, ſometimes brings on 
rigor, and we have already noticed its ef- 
fect in the tetanus. But theſe are all acci- 


dental, and depend upon' the air being 


very cold, or the ſore very irritable ; be- 
cauſe we conſtantly ſee large open ſores, 
in which the air POTN none of theſe 
effects. | 
> The effects attributed to it after open- 
ing abſceſſes, are of a different nature, 
thoſe of rendering the matter more active 
and virulent ; and this we know ſome- 


times happens. It muſt be obſerved how- 


ever, that Mr. Acrell's and Mr. Belloſt's 
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Ia newly 
opened 


obſervations were chiefly made in hoſpi- 


14 tals, 


1 
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tals, in which it is well known, the air 


has a more pernicious influence than 
where it is not tainted with putrid efflu- 


via; as the fatal termination of compound 


fractures, fractured ſkulls, &c. fo fre- 


quently evince in ſuch ſituations, owing 
not altogether to matter in the ſore being 


: changed, but in a great meaſure to the 


whole body being previouſly diſcaſed, 
from breathin g polluted air, and which 
may account in part for the unfavourable 


manner in which their operations termi- 
nated. But ſeeirg Mr. Belloſt's and Mr. 


| Sharpe 8 obſervations were made ina fimi- 


lar ſituation, there muſt be ſome. other 
cauſe for the differences they. have re- | 
marked. This I apprehend Mr. Belloſt 5 


pointed out in his reflections on the mode 


of practice above tranſcribed; for, as far 


ds I can judge, it is chiefly when external 


air gets admittance into, and is confined 
in the cavity of ulcers, that it is prejudi- 
f | cial, 
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cial, by changing good matter to bad: for 
being incapable: of getting at liberty, it 
becomes by the heat of the part more 
active, and more pernicious, as we ſhall 
have ſeveral opportunities of ſhewing. 
Otherwiſe if external air had always the 
ſame injurious effects upon matter, could 
ſurgeons have ever agreed in opinion, that 


1 


By what 
means it 
becomes 
perni- 
cious ta, 


. 
* - 


good pus is the beſt balſam in ſores z, fac 


2 


what ulcer is there to which the air has 

not free acceſs at the time of dreſſing? 
It is thoſe abſceſſes where inciſions 

being not made ſufficient for laying them 


dry, or when after proper dilatations te 
matter is confined in the ſore by imptoper 


dreſſings, that are accompanied with an 


hectic; but by giving free liberty to air, 


as well as to matter to eſcape, we com- 
monly remove the very ſymptoms large 
openings are ſaid to bring on. I know 
of no e 0 the good effects of which 


| car ſpeak of with more certainty. We 


by 
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++: bn this: method take away tlie cauſe of 
ter m the fever; 5 and notwithſtanding . the late 
© | objections (from not making proper 6 dif- 
 .* indtions) to this mode of proceeding, I 
apprehend it will ſtill, if poſſible, be 
purſued, wherever matter lodges in hol- 
3 a low ulcers. Even where the, matter is 
da arid from a bad habit of body, if we 
* mus ib neceffary ſteps to prevent abforp- | 
| 58 tion, by the application of ſpunge, « or by 
fo 5 oy correcting its virulence with topical ap- 
ip D Bis, plications, it ſeldom does any harm, 
. ſtmocugh a conſiderable ſurface ſhould be 
{| Seton not bare. Nor is the ſeton free from the i in- 
| den conveniences faid to be brought on by 
Y mien: jncifions; for the air ſometimes gets ad- 
I © -mittance along the cord, and being con- 
4 3 4.» fined renders mild pus acrid, and brings 
1 | ” inflammation. and its conſequences; 
i . ln! have tried it in lymphatic abſceſſes,” in 
hope of wats miller r too 
| ; f * An! often 
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often without ſucceſs * but was happy in 
putting an end to the unfavourable fymp- 
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toms, by dividing the ſkin from one open- - 


ing to the other. - Beſides, when an ab- 
ſceſs occupies the greateſt part of the 
back, &c. as I have repeatedly ſeen, it is 
impoſſible for one ſeton, unleſs of the ſize 
of a cable, to diſcharge the matter pro- 
perly. Several in ſuch cafes muſt appa- 
rently. be employed, if we mean to ſuc- 
ceed, and a large inciſion or inciſions 
under ſuch circumſtances, will I appre- 
hend ſometimes be found neceſſary. 


3 On the other band, I. have uſed 8 | 


in moderate ſized abſceſſes, which had 
| not the appearance of breaking in the 
manner 1 could with, with ſucceſs; but 


the cure was never, as I remember, acce- 


lerated by this proceſs. When the tumor 
breaks i in a ſuperior part, a depending ori- 
bes may be conveniently made by paſſ- 
Re, OG 'See abſceſſes about the Joints. : 


"x 


- 
* * 
— 


When 
uſeful. 
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ing a ſeton through it. In ſinuous ulcers, 
following deep ſeated abſceſſes, where we 
cannot uſe the knife, on account of divid- 
ing muſcles, ligaments, or blood veſſels, 
it will often in time bring about a cure 
without violence, if care be taken that 
the lower opening is larger than won 
thickneſs of the cord. 
| A man had a large abſceſs, formed un- 
der the flexor muſcles of the fore-arm, 
and pointed both at the elbow and wriſt. 
It was opened at both places, but bol- 
ſters , bandage, &c. could not effect 
a cure, and a ſeton was therefore paſſed, 
which in time had the defired effect. 
Troubleſome abſceſſes, which formed un- 
der the gaſtrocnemũi muſcles, have been | 
readily cured when this aſſiſtant was 
introduced; ; and I have ſeveral times 
employed 2 ſmall ſeton in the finy- 
ous ulcer, which follows. the abſceſſes, 
that paſſed from the hand under the un- 
| nular 
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nular ligament to the wrilt, with a f- 


rable event. Its conſequence were equally 
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fortunate in a boy, where an abſceſs had 


formed under the the vaſtus. externus in 


the upper part of his thigh, and pointed 


in the groin near the head of the ſartorius; 
from whence a ſtrong iron- eyed probe, 


with a blunt point, could be paſſed to the 


outſide ; and by cutting upon it, a cord 
was drawn through, Nor'is it neceſſary 
to mention ſimilar inſtances, as they will 
point out the method which ought to be 
taken, when they preſent themſelves to 
our notice. In the abſceſs which opens 
the protid duct, all agree its uſe is indiſ- 


penſable. In abſceſſes of the neck, face, 


and breaſt, which are expoſed, ſetons 


ſnould be employed; becauſe it is true, ; 


that they make a leſs ſcar than the lancet 
or knife. Indeed, it appears to me that 


each of theſe methods ſonictimes deſerve 


preference, and I have advantageouſly uſed 
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them both at the ſame time, in the man- 

ner of Le Dran, in very latge abſceſſes, 
where a longitudinal inciſion could not 
remove lateral collections of matter. But by 
whatever method the matter is diſcharged, 
relaxing dteſſings ſhould be laid aſide as 
ſoon as the inflammation begins to diſ- 
appear; for theſe inyite a flux to the 
part, and inſtead of a union with the 

ſubſtance underneath, ſordid ulcers, from 
the ſtagnating lymph becomin ng acrid, 


are the conſequence. 


The ſkin, &c. therefore, hich has 
been relaxed for the purpoſe of giving 


way to the matter, ſhould now be gra- 


dually ſtrengthened. The diachylon oint- 
ment may ſupply the place of the pul- 
tice ronnd the ulcer, to the ulcer it- 
ſelf; if the matter is good, dry lint, but 
if acrid, mild balſam ſhould be applied, 
bolſters and bandage ſhould take place by 
and, when the inen of the 


Part 
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part. will permit them; dry dreſſings, or 
cloths wet in cold water, will finiſh * 
cure ſooner, and better, than thoſe which, 
have a ſoftening property. . Strengthening. 
internal -medicines will alſo - ſometimes} 
be neceſſary ; but of theſe we ſhall be 
more explicit in the eſſay on ulcers, and 
treat in the next chapter, on thoſe abſceſs 
ſes which are exceptions to the general 
rules laid down, or which require parti- 
cular management ; after taking notice of 
the nervous cough, which not uncom- 
monly accompanies the forming of mat- 
ter in any part of the body, to prevent 
our being led-into a wrong method of 
treating the patient when troubled with | 1 
this Hmptom. - . 0 
Now © every cou gh ariſes from nervous Couſb. 
affection, and may be ſaid to be nervous; 
but that we now allude to, proceeds from 
a diſeaſe in the nerves, independent of 
any flux, or obſtruction in the lungs; and 
the 
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the Nightetirritation from the common 
air, from the natural mucus or lymph, 


or the moſt trivial cauſe, excites a fit of 
- coughing. We have already obſerved , 
that local inflammation, is always accom- 


panied with an increaſed degree of irrita- 
bility throughout the whole body; 
which, where the patient is ſtrong and 
healthful, is of the inflammatory kind, 
and brings on for a time an inflammato- 
ry fever, in a greater or leſs degree. We 
alſo obſerved F, that increaſed irrita- 
bility from wounds and ulcers, ſubjects 
the patient to evening rigors and fever; 


and where the forming of matter is flow, 


in debilitated. habits , 2 different kind of 
irritability, and the cough we are ſpeak- 


ny ing of is the conſequence : owing to the 


nerves of the lungs being rendered more 


Vol. i. p. 297. + On Symp. of the nerves. 
- $ This doQtrine accounts for the cough attending the 
worms, diſeaſes of the liver, viſcera, c. | 


On a == 


1 


body #. "Ve nn kms ke 6 


this ſymptom came on, from an abiceſs.in 
the hand and wriſt+. I have ſeveral times 
known a fit of coughing inſtantly brought 


on, when the nervous ſyſtem was preters. 


naturally irritable, by irritating the nerves 
in the ear with an car picker; fairly con- 
firming the doctrine before taught, that 


affect the whole. ; 
A young man was marian; and had 
violent dry cough for a long time, dur- 
ing the forming of an abſceſs about the 
rectum; and the capſe not being known, 
be was ſuppoſed to be in a pulmonary 
conſumption, and treated accordingly. 
But upon the abſceſs ſhewing itſelf, and 
the tenſion, being taken off, by diſcharg- 
ing the matter, there was an end of this 
ymptom which had given him much 

Vol. i. p. 1K ch +1b 197+. 
0 K trouble. 


by affecting any one nn eng 
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trouble. I have frequently obſerved theſe 
coughs in abſceſſes about the joints, but 
upon the cauſe being removed, they diſ- 
Baba: Net ani Lap 
A young woman had a white ſwelling 
in the knee, attended with foul bone and 
abſceſſes. - She was greatly emaciated, 
had a violent cough, and ſpit up matter; 
which at that time gave us reaſon to ap- 
prehend the lungs were affected, and de- 
tered us from any thoughts of amputa- 
tion. Nevertheleſs, the pain which this 
unfortunate girl bore, obliged her to ſeek 
after this remedy to procure eaſe ; and at 
her earneſt requeſt, I performed the ope- 
ration without any other proſpect. Vet 
contrary to all expectations, the cough 
very ſoon left her, and ſhe recovered; 
| which hints may lead us to be very accu- 
rate in diſtinguiſhing one kind of cough 
from another; that we may not omit the 
— the art ds. 


3 When 


— 
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When a cough comes on upon the ga- 
thering taking place, the cauſe will often 
be obyious, if not accompanied with any 
other apparent diſeaſe; but in ſerophulous 


joints attended with ſwelling in the 


glands of the neck ve muſt have an eye to 
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tubercles in the lungs, and the ſymptoms 


which uſually attend them. A true ner- 


vous cough is frequently ſhort and quick, 


though ſometimes fierce and violent, or 
in weak habits, deep and hollow. At 
one time dry and others moiſt; for in 
irritations of the lungs, there is often a 
greater ſecretion of mucus or lymph 


than uſual, and theſe being inſpiſſated, 
reſemble matter ſpit up in conſump- 


tions: but what we have already ſaid on 
this ſubject will lead us to diſtinguiſh 


different kinds of matter, and be ſome 


guide to us in our proceedings. 


It is impoſſible to ſubdue the ſymptom 


we are ee of, till the irritability of 
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Tbe ef- 
fects of 

- ſ(mall 
doſes of 
opium. 
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15 habit i is removed by diſcharging tlie 
matter, &c. from the abſceſs; but it may 
be mitigated by very ſmall doſes of lau- 


duanum or paregoric elixir; for though 


twenty of the former may be neceſſary to 


procure ſleep, yet one drop will allay the 


irritability of the whole habit, if repeat- 
ed every three or four hours, by dead- 
ening the ſenſation of the nerves ſuffici- 
ently, without offending the ſtomach, 
It may be given in oil and ſyrup, or in 
the Saline Julep, if heat makes it neceſ- 


2 fary-. But when heat is abſent, a decoc- 


tion of myrrh is a more powerful aſſiſtant; 
the bowels being kept regularly open at 


the ſame time, and care taken to avoid, if 
poſſible, the breathing of air replete with 
effluvia that may irritate the lungs. 


NaN 


H e, 
IEF +5. | | tz .5 40 
e ee REQUIRING PARTICU+ 
LAR TREATMENT. || 
NHOUGH we are in gehetal ade 
cates for tumor coming to matu- 
my” before the matter is diſcharged, we 
know the neceſſity there is of ſometimes 
opening abſceſſes before they are petfealy 
_ ripe; and of theſe aan ode 
r order. | 
If matter be mild, it Edo 2 its 
way through membranes, and when form- , 
ed under the aponeuroſis of the temporal 
muſcle, it ſometimes deſcends, by paſſing 
through the parts which make leſs teſift- 
ance into the mouth, and the cure be- 
| comes troubleſome ; but by cutting freely 
through the membrane when the fluttua- 
tion is ſufficiently evident, we haſten the 
the recovery, and avoid much inconveni- 
A ence. 


Abdir en RY 
under the 
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ence. I have ſeveral times known theſe 
abſceſſes, when formed on the upper part 
of the muſcle, diſcharge themſelves on the 
fide of the face. I have had ſeveral in this 
ſituation brought to me, where finuſes 
and foul bone were the conſequence; 
but by laying the cavity. open the whole 
length, and dreſſing the ulcer as particu- 
lar Finance * a cure > Rr 
lowed. n 

Every abſceſs 5 in 440 corner «of | the eye 
th been called, very improperly, a fiſtula 
lachrymalis ; and much miſchief, I am 
perſuaded, has in many inſtances been 
done by ſyringing and probing, to remove 
an imaginary obſtruction, when the cauſe 
of the diſeaſe has not been in the naſal 
duct. But Mr. Pott has fo thoroughly 
diſcuſſed this matter; that he has left very 
little for others to ſay upon the ſubject; 
and I ſhall only relate a few obſervations 

I have mags on the diſeaſe, and what 
methods 
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tice. | 


It ee 9 me, ach the 1 a- Hyd 


ſacculi 


tation of the lachrymal ſac, and {kin over chryma es. 


it, forming a ſmall uninflamed bag, which 
diſcharges lymph, mucus, or both, 


through the puncta lachrymalia upon be- 


ing preſſed, is very properly named by 


the French drops ſarculi lachrymalis; as 


it ſeems to be often occaſioned in the ſame 
manner as other local dropſies, and no 


135 
methods h Ran . ſucceeded in mY, Progr: 


way depending upon an affection of the | 
ductus ad naſum; becauſe it admits. of the 


ſame kind of cure as other hydroceles, 
and becauſe, like them, it often continues 
ſeveral years, without much altera tion or 
inconvenience. 


I have attempted the cure, by ah in- 


ſtrument Fabricius, Scultetus, and Mr. 
Sharpe recommend, aſſiſted with aſtrin- 


gent applications, without ſucceſs; but 
upon dividing the ſac with the point of a 
K 4 lancet, 


How 
cured. 
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Simple 
abſceſs. 
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net, and dreffng Hthply; inflammation 
and digeſtion have come on, the ſkin has 
Cbntracted, and a*cure was the conſe- 


dente. And Would not 4 ſton with 
rer er four compte tame] W e 
offectu!? 

er ud wer ue he (chk; 


and a purulent abſceſs ſhews itſelf, I ima- 
gine the lachrymal ſac, and the membrane 


Utüing che paffage to the noſe, are inflam« 


ed, and thickened; and I commonly 
apply a bit of ſtictieum, or, where the in- 
flurnmation is conſiderable, a white btead 


pultice, till the part either breaks or is 
ready to be opened. And when an inci- 


ſion is made the whole length of the fac, 
the ulcer is dreſſed with a. mild digeſtive 


balſam, lightly applied, and the moſt ir- 


ritating dreſſing uſed is the honey of 
roſes, ſometimes with the addition uf 4 


little compound titifture of mytrh; the 


ulcer often becomes clean, and the mem- 
3920! E: brane 


On Pub, an iz 
brane lining the duct, if it was thickened = 

or inflamed, probably ſubſides. I have 
repeatedly ſeen the ulcet heal without any 

any other treatment. I have even ſeveral 
times ſeen perfect ſucceſs in this inſtance. 
by a ſtill more ſimple proreſs in time · 
tous people, who would not receive ay 


afliſtance from a furgevh ; by applying # 
ſoft mild plaſter, and tene wing it 'oceafis 


onally, till the abſceſs broke, and afters 
wards healed of its own accord: which - 
ſeems to afford a hint that may be turned 


to good advantage, in Us management of 
this diſorder. i 


Should theſe method after due on The true 
and the fore put on a fiſtalous aſpect, we 
may ſuſpect the ductus ad naſum to be firtn- 
ly obſtructed, and that the obſtruction 
muſt be temoved by other means, before 
a cure can be effected; remembering that 
if a veneteal or ſcrophulous taint prevails, 
it muſt be properly attended to, or no 

good 
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on Purulent Abjetſes. 


good can 8 After ſeeing the bougie, 
which irritates and inflames, and moſt of 


the methods tried which are recommend- 


ed in the pteſent exigeney, the practice of 


paſſing a piece of lead of a proper length, 


and ſuited to the ſize and ſhape of the 
duct, in my judgment claimed preference; 


as it ſo fully anſwers the purpoſe, when 


perſeyered in till it has reſtored the paſ- 
lage | to its Proper ſtate ; which Ii imagine 
* The upper end. of the lead 
ſhould have al thread or t of filk faſten- 
ed to it, that it may be puſhed lower than 
the ſurface, and be removed occaſionally 


to make the parts clean; otherwiſe when 


the lead riſes above the outward opening, 


the lips of the little ſore, heal over or be- 


come callous, and the patient muſt have 
them pared off before he can be complete- 
ly. cured. I haye not yet uſed Mr. 


Wa $ onus but I haye not any 
doubt 
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doubt from what that gentleman has faid, 

of its anſwering the purpoſe, when ſuch 

kinds of aſſiſtance can afford relief. a 
It ſometimes happens that the above . 


tion 


treatment is impracticable, and we are 22 

under the neceſſity of purfulng the me- how to be 
thod of making a perforation through the OOO: 

bone: yet even in this caſe, either a piece 

of lead, or Mr. Wathan's cannula, muſt 


be employed after the inflammation is gone 


off, till a callus i is formed. Otherwiſe | 


when the new fleſh riſes, the orifice late- 
ly made. will cloſe up, and we ſhall have 
all the work to do over again. Hut it is 
quite unneceflary to introduce ſpirit of vi- 
triol, or lunar cauſtic daily for ſome 
time previous to its application; as the 
lead alone will be found fully ſufficient to 
prevent this happening. The readieſt 
cure of this ſort I ever made, was by firſt 
penetrating the os unguis in the common 
place, with a ſmall trocar, and then par- 

ing 


—— — ET — 
o — =_ o 
=: pod _—_— 


— — hs = 
IS ie Gy > — - — 
ans = 2 1 

p 2 
— — — — — en 
—— CNS — — - - 
Ono ene Te amo ates bite DIETS — _ 
— — 5 _ _ — —— — — 

———— — — 


2 * — — * 
— 

— Een 

— — 

— I INES: 

2 —— —— —Ä•¹ — 
LIE I 

— 


bes „% 9 ö „ 0 RIOT: 9g A + -, + — W * 2 ers _— we gl - 4 et; _ . 
— 222 — — — — — —E — Fa 4 — — _ — 
— — — — * 
4 wy _ - * 2 
22 $7 — 2 CR 2 - 
< — we 0 . — — 2 — A —— RE — 
— os — — PRI — > —— I ata -_—w — 
— — 1 — — — — 


ing away a great part of this bone with 


at the bone, for the pain which I ſuppoſe 


TRY 
1 ry . 


On Purulent. Asſeuſer. 


under the neceſſity of uſing any, other aſ- 

ſiſtance than a tent of lint, which was 
gradually left off, as the parts ſhewed a 
dipoſition to heal; and J had the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing a complete recovery with- 


gut any ſort of trouble. 

I took the hint of making che opening 
in the bone, larger than common, from a 
eure which followed the coming away of 


the whole os unguis, and part of the ad- 
| Joining bone, in a caries which came on 


after a fever. The tears were diſcharged 
throug h the opening after the abſceſs 


5 fuk till the foul bone became looſe 
and was taken away; and our buſineſs 


was then readily finiſhed with dry lint. In 
this inſtance, the diſeaſe ſeemed to begin 


aroſe from the adjoining membrahe, was 
exquiſite before any inflammation per- 
ed: 
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ed: otherwiſe foul bone is not very com- 
mon, when an abſeſs is ſormed in the 
lachrymal ſac, &c. atleaſt I have not met 
with it often in my practice, and I obſerve 


14 


it has not been met with frequently bß 


others * ; nor do I ſes it is to be expected, 
unbeſs the matter is more acrid than it 
generally happens to be in this caſe. 

From the corner of the eye, we are 
naturally led to the eye itſelf, where we 
not uncommonly find a ſmall abſceſs, bo- 
twixt the laminæ of the carnea, or fele- 


rotica, ſurrounded more or lefs by in- 
flammation ; which foon difappears upen - 


the tumor being pricked with the point 
of a lancet, in the manner St. Yves + re- 
commends : nor are other remedies ne- 
ceſſary than thoſe we have already men- 


| ioned in the chapter on Ophthalmia, v | 


aſſiſt the cure. 


* See Sharye's Surgery, alſo Mr. Patt. 
+ Diſea. Eyes, p. 196. (Eng. Storkton) 


When 
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When the abſceſs poſſeſſes the whole 
ſubſtance of the cornea, or when formed 
within the globe of the eye, to mitigate 


the inflammatory ſymptoms claims the 


chief attention. The eye often protrudes, 
forming what the Greeks call a propto- 
fis; and burſting of its own accord, a 
ſtaphyloma and blindneſs is of courſe 
the conſequence; though if pain makes it 


neceſſary, it may be opened by a lancet 


with relief, and without any poflibility of 
injuring the patient. 

Purulent abſceſſes which are common 
to the parotid maxillary glands, ſhould 
be diſtinguiſhed from lymphatical abſceſ- 
ſes of theſe parts, which alſo ſometimes 
ſuppurate, becauſe they frequently require 
ſeparate treatment. Of the latter we 


| ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak hereafter, and 


before we conſider the other, it ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to examine in what manner puru- 
lent abſceſſes of the lymphatic glands in 


general 
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gore happen „ that we may ente "Y 
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clear ideas of the methods which ought 


to be taken to effect a cure; eſpecially, as 


the old notions of their being occaſioned 


by immediate depoſit of morbifie mat- 


ter into the glands, ſeems to be erroneous, 
becauſe it can only be brought about by 
a retrograde motion in their excretory 
ducts, which being perfectly contrary to 
nature, very rarely I ſuppoſe happens in 
the proceſs of the animal ceconomy. 
Indeed, we have already hinted at the 
manner in which we' apprehend critical 
abſceſſes in the cellular membrane, and 
in the lymphatic glands were formed Þ+ ; 
and we may now recolle& what is very 
well known, that fluids paſſing through 
the latter, move from the circumference 


to the centre ; that in an healthy ſtate their -. 


"paſſage is accompliſhed without incon- _ 


* Seevol. i, chap. 2. p. 318. 
'+ See former chap, | 


venience, 


Of * 3 * iS. ' w 


Venience, hut when they paſſeſs acrimony, 
tumor, inſfammation, and abſceſs in pro- 
portion to its virulence, are not any un- 
common conſequence, as inoculation, the 


venereal . bubo, abſorptiun from putrid 


ulcers, and a variety of other iar 


demonſtrate. 


Inflammation then is a certain criterion, 
of the fluids paſſing through lymphatic 
glands being acrid. It appeats too, that 
every critical abiceſs in them, is formed 
by abſorption from the cellular membrane, 


in the ſa me manner, as in the axilla from 


inoculation, &c. and though in the be- 
ginning of this kind of inflammation, 
while the veſſels are ſound, and the juices 
confined in them, diſcuſſion may often be 
made to take place; yet the queſtion: is 


Whether whether the diſeaſe ought to be diſperſed 


they 


ought to 


o'r epe!- feftly force morbid matter into the blood, 


or not? begauſe by diſperſion, we mani- 


which may be productive of very ill con- 
; ſequences. 
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ſequences. Sir John Pringle informs 


us that a mate in a hoſpital, in which 
there was a malignant fever, had a ſwell= 


ing of both parotids without any previ- 


| ous indiſpoſition; when not ſuſpecting the 
cauſe, and applying diſcutient cataplaſms; 
he was immediately, upon the ſubſiding of 


the tumors, ſeized with the fever then 


prevailing in that: place. Probably be- 
cauſe the miaſmata, which had been tak - 
en into theſe glands by their Iymphatics, 


were ſet at liberty, and eſcaped into the 


circulation; and is it not juſt the ſame 
thing, making allowance for different 
Kind of virulence, when the glands are 


loaded with acrid n W = 
the blood 7 


Dr. Ruſſeli * tells us of a youth, who 
had a critical ſwelling of the tonſils, 
which ſubſided upon taking a doſe of 

| * Occoreof Nature, P. 116. 
2323 lults; 
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falts ; ad a moſt, ate * ſue- 
ceeded with inflammation of his: lungs, 


pain of his ſide, a ſcarlet eruption all 
.over his breaſt, neck, and face, from 
which after | ſeventeen days, he eſcaped 


with the greateſt hazard of his life. But 
in a ſubſequent caſe of a critical ſwelling 
of the teſticles, which ſubſided upon 


bleeding and purging ; a new fever aroſe, 


In what 


manner 
they 


ought to 
be treated. 


the man became delirious and died in a 
few days *. I have before mentioned 
ſome fatal inftances of this kind, and 
have ſeen others, which, though they did 


not kill the patient, I verily believe 
brought on an ill ſtate of health in ſome, 
and diſeaſes of the joints, &c. in others. 


For my own part, I think critical 
ſwellings-in the glands, ſhould be left as 
much as poſſible to nature; a mild ſoft 


T plaſter only being applied to keep the 


4 4 = 
5 * 
we *. 4 - 


part from becoming dry and hard, If the 
Chap. ul, 
; obſtructed 
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they ſtagnate in; the inflammation wilt 
probably diſperſe, from their getting at 
liberty, and paſſing into the circulation, 
without the power of doing much injury. 

On the contrary, when the ſtagnating 
| lymph is very acrid, makes its way into 
the adjoining cellular membrane, and the 


gland ſuppurates; the inflammation, 'T 


imagine by obſtructing the veſſels, pre- 
vents the abſorption of much matter, and 
the irritation during the gathering, with 


che ſubſequent drain, after the breaking 


of the tumor, eſtabliſhes health, if care be 
taken to provide againſt the abſorption of 


matter from the ulcer, which ſhould be 


kept open, till an healthful ſtate of the 


| „ 
vbſtrudted fuids are ſomewhat acrid, &e½ 
are incapable of corroding the veſſels 


4 


fibres ſhews it to be no longer neceſſary. kl. 


But thoſe who are fond of diſperſing 


every kind of ſwelling in the glands, may 


8 u not ſwellings of the inguinal 
L 2 glands 
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glands daily diſperſed with ſafety, by rubs 
bing in mercury below the part? and had 
we always an antidote to the virus, the 
practice might be purſued with advantage. 
But though mercury is a ſpecific againſt 
the venereal poiſon, it has no power over 
the virus of a'cancer; none over that ſepa- 
rated from the blood in fevers, nor many 
more with which we are acquainted : and, 
until we can correct matter before we ſet 
it at liberty, it ſeems beſt to purſue that 
method which nature herſelf adopts, eſ. 
pecially as in theſe caſes, it is very fre- 
quently attended with perfect fafety. 
However, the parotid glands do not al- 
ways ſuppurate kindly ; for though in 
the beginning the tumor ſhews. ſigns of 
ſuppuration, yet the fluid being inſpiſ- 
&tcd as it collects, a kind of hardneſs 
ſucceeds, and I believe if left to nature, 
induration would be the conſequence: be- 
cauſe, upon opening, we find it full of in- 
1 | active 
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active viſcid lymph, incapable of _ 
its way out. But I do not imagine that 
letting out this kind of matter at any pe- 
riod, can make them critical, as the na- 


ture of it, and the ſmall quantity diſ- 


charged, is inſufficient for the purpoſe ; 
and am therefore inclined to think with 
Riverius *, when they happen at the de- 
cline of fevers without any benefit, it is 
owing to the criſis being incomplete. It 
is to no purpoſe to wait for the breaking of 
_ theſe tumors, I have found it beſt to 

open them the whole length, while ſome 
kind of ſoftneſs can be felt ; and by « drefſ= 
ing with digeſtives or precipitate, as the 
caſe may require, we tend to render them 


169 


critical, and prevent a tedious and i imper- 


fect cure. 70 
In the dun of the abfoaain the check, 


Able ö 


in the 


which opens the parotid duct, the uſe of check. 


* De Feb. Peſtilen. lib. xvii. cap. 1. ſub 3 
Pringle Ob, P · iii. p. 276. 


. 3 the 


the ſeton is well known and acknowledge | 
ed, in preventing a fiſtula, by keeping a 

paſſage open for the faliva into the mouth, 
e. and I can ſay in favour of this practice, 
that having employed a piece of catgut, 


till a calloſity has taken place quite through 


the cheek, 1 have ſeveral times ſeen the 
patient get well, upon removing the cord, 


by pinching up the ſkin, and paring off 


the external edges of the ulcer with a 


lancet. But I prefer curing the woun 
by the firſt intention, with ſticking 
ter, Fryar s balſam, &c. becauſe it at once 


prevents any part of the faliva paſſing 


Abſcekia . 
the an- 


trum 


maxil. 
lare · 


outwardly, oc occaſions a ſpeedy cure, and is 
void of thoſe difficulties which may at- 
tend the method of cure Lc Dran recome 


mends . 


In Drake's Syſtem of Anatomy , pub- 


 Hhed in the beginning of this century, 
we find a curious account of the abſceſs 


_ # Conſultation, + vol. f. p. 835 and ſeq. 
Th in 
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in the antrum maxillare, being firſt diſco. _ 


vered by accident: fince which time, the 


_ ſymptoms and the cure, by extracting a 
tooth, piercing the cavity to let out the 
matter, uſing injections, and applying 3 
cannula, &c, have been well known. Some- 
times extracting a tooth is all that is ne- 


ceſlary ; as I lately ſaw in a man, who 


had long undergone great pain in the fide 
of the upper jaw, with a ſwelling appa- 
rently of the bone, which conſtitutes the 
outſide of this cavity. But one of the 
bicuſpides * being drawn, above half a tea 
cupful of matter followed, and he got 


well without any farther trouble, * n 


a diſcharge for ſome time. 

But there is another diſeaſe of this © 
which has not as far as I remember been 1 
noticed. The firſt ſymptom the patient 
perceives of his complaint, is a ſwelling 


in conſequence of lymph being gradually 


* See Hunter on the Teeth. | 
L4 collected 
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collected in this cavity without inflam. 


mation or pain, diſtending the bone till 


it becomes as thin as parchment, and 


ſometimes forming a tumor under the up- 


per lip, of a very large ſize. It differs 


very much from the purulent abſceſs in 
the antrum, which always I believe be- 
gins with deep-ſeated. pain, and is attend- 
ed more or leſs with the ſymptoms. uſual 


toinflammatory gatherings, none of which 


appear While the air is excluded. Nor 
can it be miſtaken for the abſceſs which 
forms higher up, betwixt the cheek and 
the bone like a gum-· boil; for it may al- 


ways be known by its appearance, ſitua- 


tion, and reſiſtance to the touch. 
I have readily let out the lymph which 


is ſometimes glutinous, by cutting out a 


piece of the bone with the lancet; or when 
too ſtrong for this inſtrument, or a knife, 


I have made an opening with a ſmall tre- 
phine, and by daily injecting, without force, | 


tincture 
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4inQure of myrrh and chamomile tea, or 
waſhing the cavity with an armed probe 
dipped in this mixture, and afterwards 
applying honey of roſes, and tincture of 
mytrh united upon lint; the tumor ſub- 


ſides in time, and the patient does well: 
but care muſt be taken to keep the cavity as 


clean as poſſible, otherwiſs air getting ads 
mittance, and being confined, it changes 


the fluid, which has hitherto been mild 


and inoffenfive (except from quantity), in- 
to a corroſiye ichor, which may W 
troubleſome ſymptoms, s. 
Every ſurgeon and every dentiſt, in any 
tolerable ſbare of "buſineſs, muſt well 


know, there is a gum- boil in conſequence 


of a rotten tooth, in the lower jaw, which 


never fails to form a ſmall fiſtulous ulcer . 


in the ſide of the chin, that remains, though 
it be ſeveral years, till the tooth is extract - 
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Gum-boit 
and fi ſtu- 
Ja in the 
chin. 


ed, and then readily heals. Vet I have 


lately ſeen more than one inſtance, where 


this 


. 


Anſey. 


the patient forced to undergo a courſe of 
internal medicines, till the tooth-drawer 
by his operation, has ſhewn it would have 
been much better, to have thrown the bane 
of Socrates upon the dunghill, than to 
have given-it an ay AS 
the organs of digeſtion,” 
 Heiſter ſays, a r is one ef thoſe 
diſeaſes which require the operation of 
bronchotomy, when it refiſts evacuations 


and endangers ſuffocation: but if by quin- 


ſey he means the angina inflammatoria, 


which takes it riſe in the tonſils, I ĩma- 
gine there will very rarely be a neceſſity 


11 5 for ſuch practice. For in more than the 


ſpace of forty years, I never knew a patient 


die of this complaint, except one, where 
à mortiſication came on, in conſequence 


of ſyringing *. Nor did I ever hear of this 
MIO being performed in the circle 


| See Vol. i. p. 392, n 
$*,-4 th a of 


© 


0. Purulent Abſeeſts, wy" 
* of my acquaintance ; and J believe it iosꝰ 
ue ret 4 _ inſtance | 
of this kind, | * 
When theſe glands ſuppurate, it ĩs well 
known they ſometimes become very large, | 
and render inſpiration difficult; but the 
breaking of the tumor commonly puts an 
end to the complaint, or if neceſſary, it 
may be very ſafely opened by a lahcet 
conducted in a ſilver cannula. Indeed, I 
once faw a ſwelling of this kind endan- | 
ger the patient, but by introducing a piece I Gam 6 
of wood betwixt the teeth, and making 
a puncture, inſtant relief followed a dif= 
charge of matter. I have alſo ſometimes 
given immediate relief by ſcarifying the 
glands with the point of a lancet, and oc- 
caſioning a diſcharge of blood; after which 
the, matter has commonly made its way 
in a few hours, through one or more of the 
ſcarifications. But ſuppuration ſhould _ 


| * Read Mr Sharpe an ronchotamy. Chir. Operat. 
| 2 always 


. 


„ 


o 


"Tobedif- always if polible. be prevented: diſ-· 


ene. 
r . * 


1 — cuſſion being the proper method to be 
due purſued in inflammation of theſe parts; 
Fa and it may, moſtly be accompliſhed, 
| {ax of when we are called in time, becauſe the 
„ obſtructed fluids may often be made to 


pollible. 
— diſcharge. themſelves, en, fron 
the affected part. 
We have already diſtinguiſhed the an- 
gina inflammatoria from others , and have 
in ſome meaſure. pointed out our method 
By what of treating it. We bleed if the pulſe de- 
Fe: mands this evacuation; 5 faline purges are 
x 4 given, and repeated, as the inflammation 
no is more or leſs violent. On the interme- 
"diate days, ſmall doſes of laudanum, fre- 
| 0 repeated, in a ſaline julep, helps I 
ak to. ſtop the progreſs of the diſeaſe, 
Probably by leſſening irritability. The 
ſticticum, or Sir John Pringle s mixture of 
8 ſpirit of hartſhorn, is externally applied, and 
1 Tink the gargariſm he er r e of 2 


„ a öl. i. p. 405. . 
e. decottn 


"3+ hl 
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decoction of figs in milk and water with the 
addition of ſpirit of fal ammopiac, 2 a 
remedy : bliſters may | be uſeful for au ght 
that I know, but I have never rg 
them, my chief dependence hein 
Ing a diſcharge from the affe 
the powders already men tioned. . Fiend 
of no other remedy ſo certain in its effects; 
and when I call to mind the great num 
bers of people relieved by them, when ſtea⸗ 
dily perſeveredi in with the aſſiſtance of bar. 
ley water, I cannot help giving them x pre- 
ference to emetic tartar, and other mo- 


"4 
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dern treatment uſed on this occaſion. 


Inflamed parts it is agreed, ſhould be irrj- 
tated as little as poſſible, and this rule 
cannot be more properly obſerved, in any 
inſtance than this ; both on account of the 
ſituation of the inflammation, and of the 
nerves being much expoſed. Conſequent- 
ly, whether the inflammation diſperſes or 


breaks, emollient gargariſms ſhould chief- a 


ly ew uſed; and ſhould it t be apprehended 
FEE FIN * 


; ” 
= — # = 
- 4 ** 


* . 
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by theotifts, that nitre may irritate fo 25 to 
| do injury, Tcan anſwer when uſed in ſmall 
quantity, in the manner adviſed, it for 
| the moſt part does ſervice, and without 


ever as I could obſerve doing any harm. 
1 know a lady who was ſubject to this 


| kind of angina, which ſhe prevented, af- 
ter being troubled with it at times for 


many years, by waſhing her throat with 


w 4 Hungary water, upon its beginning to be 
ſore; and the diſorder ſeems now to have 


left her entirely, owing probably to the 
nerves being rendered leſs ſenſible to 
irritation, by this application. 
Abſceſſes in the fide of the throat a: 
quently break outwardly, or, when ripe, 
may be opened with ſafety; but are ſome- 
times followed by a diſagreeable ulcer for 


a time, inconſequence of thejuices becom- 


ing acrid, which are diſcharged into the 


"fore, from the neighbouring glands. But ĩt 


is ſometimes neceſſary to open theſe tumors 


before they are ripe, to prevent ſuffocation. 


A gen- 


A gentleman bad a ſwelling "TY Tip 
1 the edge of the Tower 
Jaw, on the right fide of the throat, which 
became ſo great, that we had juſbreaſon tb 

apprehend his being ſuffocated, if it con- 
tinued to increaſe in fize much longer 
violently, and he was almoſt choaked with 
phlegm, from preſſure upon the wind+ 

pipe. It had the appearance of ſuppu- 

rating, and a ſmall quantity of matter 
ſeemed to fluctuate under the tegunk 
ments 3 but ſo very deep, that we durſt 
not think of cutting into the fide of the 
throat, where it was perceived, on ac- 
count of the carotid artery. However, 

as ho time could be loſt, I was determin- 

ed if poſſible to make a drain from the 
part; for which purpoſe I made an inci- 
fon at the lower part of the tumor in the 
middle betwixt the ſterno-hyoides, was 


fortunate 


/ 
* 
1 
* 
* * 
2 , . 
1 . 


fortunate wh to reach the matter chat 


bad formed; and its gradual diſcharge put 


the patient out of all ſort of danger: but 
the hardneſs which would have heen dif- 


ſolved down, could the tumor have been 


ſuffered to become perfectly ripe, was 


troubleſome, and long in being ſubdued. 


Could diſcuſſion have been made to take 


pPlwKkẽce in the beginning, it would have 


Abſceſs in 
the axilla. 


been a deſirable event in this caſe, but 


nature could not be diverted from Aare 
ing her own courſe. 

Abſceſſes in the axilla ate no par. 
ticular” treatment, if they are ſuffered to 
become e ripe,' the opening made 
ſufficiently large, and the lips of the ul- 
cer not diſtended unreaſonably with the 


dreſſings. But abſceſſes in the breaſt, are 
: of different kinds, and require very dif- 


ferent management from each other, 


there being 
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The encyſted- J Fl the 


— - breafls 
The common Ha 


7" glandular — . | kinds. 


é The chronic and 
lymphatic 


which we ſhall notice in their order. 


The encyſted | is a purulent abſceſs, for- Encyſied, . 
med betwixt the glandular * ſubſtance of | 
the breaſt and the pectoral muſcle; is 
often ſlow in its progreſs, the breaſt en- 
larging in a globular form, and frequent- 
ly with little or no inflammation or pain: 
nor does any matter fluctuate, till by its 
preflure the ſubſtance of the breaſt be- 
comes very thin, and it ſometimes then 
makes its own Way out; but if proper 
care is not taken, diſagreeable fiſtulas are 
often the conſequence. 

I have ſometimes cured them, by mak- - 
ing a large incifion croſs ways at the bote 
tom of the breaſt, and paſſing a ſeton 
from above under the glands, to keep the 
ulcer 41 and prevent a fiſtula; and even 


yrs M __ fiſtulas 


{ 
5 
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fiſtulas of long ſtandin g have healed by 


this treatment; but when different ſinu- 


ſes have happened, I have found it neceſ- 
fary to lay them open to @ Giſh the buſi- 
neſs, | 
A woman came to me with one ; of 
theſe tumors of an enormous ſize indeed. 
It had withſtood various applications for 
the ſpace of two years, and at laſt, being 
taken for a cancer, had been treated accord- 
in ply. The ſkin was become rough, and 
g the whole tumor felt as hard as a board ; 
but it was different from a ſcirrhus, and 
an equality in its appearance, induced me 
to think it did not belong to the tribe in 
which it had been ranked. I applied an 
emollient pultice, which in a little time 
ſomewhat ſoftened the ſkin, and gave me 
an opportunity of juſt diſcovering a deep 
ſeated fluctuation. Wherefore I made a 
puncture with a lancet, in the bottom of 
the vw and a very large quantity. of 
1 88 4 . tolerable 
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tolerable 8050 matter was diſcharged. Bit 
thongh this opening was enlarged very 
much; we were obliged to make two or 
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three more before we could _ about a | 


cure. J 


Now when the parts coverin g the mat- 
ter are become thin, it is very well known 
that opening, when neceſſary, may be 
made with fafety. But in deep abſceſſes 
in pendulous breaſts, a dangerous venal 
hemorrhage, unleſs prevented, is not an 
uneommon conſequence, from the weight 
compreſſing theſe veſſels, and hindering 
the blood in its return to the heart. Un- 
der ſuch circumſtances therefore, the 
breaſt ſhould be ſupported by a proper 
bandage, and no inconvenience from loſs 
of blood will in general enſue. And not- 
withſtanding abſceſſes of the breaſt may 


have been laid open properly, fo that no 
matter could lodge; yet where relaxing 
. i have been long continued, I 


Venat 
. — 


rhage 


Nee | 


l 
opening | 
and how 
to pre- 
vent it» 
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obſerve a greater degree! of heat Sande 
remains than there ought to be. The lips 
of the ulcer are inflamed, the ulcer itſelf 
IS. ſordid without the leaſt inclination to 


heal; owing I imagine to the weakneſs of 


the veſſels, and to the fluids which ſtagnate 


wy in them acquiring acrimony ; becauſe 
5 upon applying linen cloth four doubled, 


wet in cold water , and renewing them 
twice a day, without any ſort of ointment, 
except a little mild balſam upon lint, to 
the bottom of the ſore, a complete reco- 
very in a few. weeks has repeatedly taken 


' place, where Pete s ee 


nied its uſe. 
The common abſceſs i is owing to adi 
caſe in the cellular membrane, both in 


Mar ried and unmarried women; in which p 
the ſkin at firſt is equally diſtended, and. 


accompanied with pain and inflammation, 


Without any hardnels in the glands: in 


L FS Sa. 9. 
* 


4 +2 Mags: of the uſe of cold water hereqhters IM 
the 


N * 
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the ſame manner as happens to this com- 
plaint in any other part of the body, nor 
is there any thing PR I e in 
the cure. 


The olindakir abſceſs; is that which On 


happens to lying in women, from an ob- ſceſi. 
ſtruction of the mammary glands, and 
ſtagnating fluids acquiring acrimony. It 
begins with one or more knotty hardneſſes 

in the breaſt, without any remarkable pan 

or tenſion of the ſkin, till the nemb nana 

adipoſe is affected, and it then puts on 

the common globular appearance, which 

muſt again be diſtinguiſhed from the tur- 

gency occaſioned by a large flow of milk. | 
In this inſtance, the fluids not being piges.. 
extravaſated, or altered from a mild ſtate on to be 


urſued 


for ſome time, we ought at firſt if poſſible in the be- 
to render the glands pervious, and put COP 
an end to the malady by diſperſion ; for 

which purpoſe, the bowels ſhould be o- 

| Prone: by clyſters, or rather where tlie 
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of Rochelle falts given daily, in thick 
gruel ſo as to procure. two looſe ſtools in 
_ twenty-four hours: for theſe remedies do 

not only occaſion evacuation, but being 
taken thus gradually into the habit, they 
more or leſs render the whole ſtate of the 
veſſels pervious. When purging cannot 
be borne, the neutral diuretic ſalts uſually 

aſſiſt by promoting urine. The breaſt 
ſhould be well drawn, and cloths wet in 
cool- drawn linſeed-oil made warm ap- 

plied ; which from its effects, I appre- 

hend has power of removing at leaſt ſlight 
. obſtruction: but when the ſwelling and 
. obſtruction is great, I have uſed the ſolu- 
tion Mr. Juftamond recommends * with 

ſucceſs, and think it a powerful and very 

uſeful remedy. 


Sal. ammon. une. tres, a9; pura. lib. unam ; Gains 


de adde aq. Hungar. lib. un am. 
| Nevertheleſs 
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Nevertheleſs, in oppoſition to theſe When 


th | 
efforts in hope of affording relief, the ſuppurate 


how to be 


ſtagnating fluids will ſometimes become treated. 


acrid, make their way through the glands, 
- ſeizing upon the membrana adi poſa, 
| &c. produce an abſceſs : and when the 

ſymptoms of ſuppuration begin to appear, 
diſperſion is no longer to be thought on, 
but nature is to be aſſiſted in bringing the 


tumor to a head. But it muſt be ob- 


ſerved, that theſe abſceſſes ought to be 
treated very differently from what bas 
been generally practiſed; for the long con- 
tinued uſe of emollient pultices occaſions 
a relaxion of the glands, gathering after 
gathering, and conſequently much more 

cutting than would have been neceſſary 
under proper management. Wherever 
I can uſe it with propriety, I prefer a well 
made honey pultice; becauſe it keeps the 
parts ſoft without relaxing too much, 
and kindly promotes ſuppuration : and 
yet when the inflammation riſes very high, 


M 4 I adviſe | 


J 
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| 4 I adviſe the White bread cataplaſm, be- 


cCauſe it is more cooling, till the abſceſs. 
becomes perfectly ripe and breaks of its 
own accord. But, upon the ſubſiding of 
| the ſwelling and inflammation, the honey 
pultice ſhould again take place; all re- 
maining hardneſs will diſappear under 
its uſe, and if the diſcharge be ſuffered 
to take its own courſe, a happy iſſue will 
often be the | conſequence ; unleſs it hap- 
pens that the place where it breaks, is not 
in a depending part, for then a counter 
opening may ſometimes be neceſſary. 
Being informed of many cures peform+ 
ed in abſceſſes of the breaſt after child- 
birth, by a lady who lived in this neigh- 
bourhood, I obtained a copy of the pre- 
ſcription, from which her ſalve was made. 
It conſiſted of pitch, bees wax, a little 
frankincenſe and oil, enough to make it 
Into a ſoft plaſter.; which being ſpread 
ON. leather, was applied to the part 
re wary 2h itte 8 where 


„ | 
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where it remained, unleſs a freſh one was 
wanted, till the tumor broke, It was 


then taken off daily, but laid on again as 


ſoon as the matter was wiped away, and 
a hole was cut in the plaſter oppoſite 
the ſore, that as little matter as poſſible 
might be confined, betwixt the times of 
dreſſing : nor was a new plaſter applied 
while the old one was capable of doing 
' ſervice. If more abſceſſes formed and 
broke, they were treated in the ſame man- 
ner, and, without any other proceſs, an 
eaſy recovery was the common conſe- 
quence; which was attributed to a ſpe- 
cific property in the remedy, and gained 
it the reputation of being infallible, both 


far and near. Yet we apprehend the 


method before recommended is prefer- 
able, from being varied as pain, andother 
circumſtances require ; nevertheleſs, we 
learn the lr of not relaxing too 

5 much 


ty : = 
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much, and how ſeldom a cutting inſtru- 
ment ſhould be employed in this diſeaſe. 
There are chronic purulent abſceſſes in 


the breaſts of women, ariſing from an in- 


durated gland, which have frequently I 
am perſuaded been taken for ſcirrh; 
and credit has been given both to internal 
and external remedies, for the cure of 
cancers, when the diſorder has taken its 


own natural courſe, and ended by diſper- 


fion or ſuppuration. It is well known, 
that every ſcirrhus is an induration, but 
every induration is not a ſcirrhus ; the 
buſineſs is to diſtinguiſh' one from the 
other, and there is no caſe in which the 
tactus eruditus is more ſerviceable ; 
words being inadequate to the purpoſe. 


An induration will feel curdled to the 


touch, but has not the ſtony hardneſs of 
a ſcirrhus; it is in general ſmoother, but 
in other reſpedts they reſemble each other 


very 


On Purulent Mſteſſat 
very much, though experience will in 
time make the difference familia. 

Early in my practice, a woman applied 
to me with one of theſe tumors of many 
years ſtanding. It had always been at- 


tended with obtuſe ſhooting pains, was 
then become large, and the pain much 


increaſed; yet it was perfectly moveable, 
and many ſurgeons had taken it for a 
ſcirrhus, nor was I able at that time, to 
differ from their opinion: wherefore I 
perſuaded her to let-me take it out, but 
inſtead of a ſcirrhus, I found a large 
quantity of good matter, incloſed within 
a very thick, and hard cyſt, made of the 


IFi 


parts which compoſe the ſubſtance of the 


| breaſt, and I have ſince met with ſeveral 
ſimilar inſtances, 

In the beginning, where the tumor is 
not deep ſeated, we are ſometimes fortu- 
nate enough to put an end to theſe diſ- 
faſes, by removing the obſtruction with 


the 


| os. | PREY FTW: far: 


the ifticum, | Heiſter, * and others be- 
fore him, it ſhould be remembered, ſay 
the fame application diſperſes ſcirrhi, but 
F rather apprehend they were miſtaken 
about the nature of the tumor, and that 
it wWas the diſeaſe in queſtion, in which it 
was ſucceſsful; berauſe I believe a ſcir- | 
rhus never was, nor Ser will be cured 
| by any other method than a removal of 
ie diſeaſed parts. I do not remember 
ever ſeeing any effects from internal me- 
dicines in theſe obſtructions, and I have 
tried many. Sal ſodæ and the bark unit- 
ed, have often been found uſeful in ſecur- 
ing the glands, they alſo keep up the ap- 
petite and preſerve ſtrength, which is a 
material circumſtance, where the patient 
is to undergo the diſcipline of the diſ- 
= - : "Nevertheleſs, when the fluids become 
| Extravaſated in the gland, Ny to al- 
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cuſs do not 8 but 8 the gs | 


mor does not diſperſe, yet when it is 


ſuperficial, I continue the n erle- 


tion till it is ripe. 


It muſt be obſerved 3 then: 


bringing this kind of purulent abſceſs to Ba 
ripeneſs when it is deep ſeated, is a te- 


dious buſineſs, and may be the work of 
years. The beſt way is to take out the 
whole hardneſs including the matter, 


while it is ſmall; for though theſe ab- 


ſceſſes may ſuppurate, break, and heal, 
yet I obſerve, where the hardened parts 
are not wholly removed by the knife, or 

eſcharotics, they are apt afterwards to 
become a true ſeirrhus, and in a little 


time, a cancer. Whereas when they 


are taken away, we run no hazard of 


leaving the ſeeds of this horrible diſeaſe 


behind ; and in every ſuch inſtance that 


l have ſeen, a permanent cure has been 7 


the conſequence. 


1 


The 


\ Lympha- 
Ne abſceſs. 


On Purtthni Abſceſſes. 
The lymphatic abſceſs begins with à 
remarkable hardneſs in the gland, is ve- 
ry ſmooth, void of inflammation and pain 
for a great length of time; it is very 
rarely deep ſeated, and a fluQuation 
may moſtly be felt. It is often long in 


getting well after it is opened, but the 


hardneſs never fails to diſappear by the 
application of a "ſoft lead plaſter, and a 
mild digeſtive, if care be taken to prevent 
as much as poſſible the intruſion of air; 
otherwiſe the lymph will be converted 
into an tchor, and an inflammation may 
follow; that will require a farther open- 
ing, to ſet the confined air at liberty, and 
put an end to this fymptom. 

Many years ſince, I had my doubts 


about one of theſe tumors, owing to its 


being without fluctuation, and very hard; 
but was happy when I had taken it out, 


to find it full of a roapy lymph, becauſe 
this differs ſo very much from the eorro- 


ſive 


This young woman had a ſimilar tumor 


„ 
five ichor, found in ſcirrhous tumors. 


in the other breaſt ſome time afterward; 


und knowing its contents, we laid on the 
emplaſtrum de minis fiſcum, and let it 
alone. In time the lymph by continual 
diſtenſion made its way out, and ſimple 
dreſſings finiſhed the cure. I have ſeve- 
ral times opened theſe tumors, nor, do I 
remember ſeeing one of them thus treated 


which did not terminate in bee _ the 
patient. os 


. We have mentioned as Wen of Empyes. 


carrying off the matter in an empyema, 
by abſorption, and we ſhall preſently ſhew 
that this ſometimes happens : but the dif- 


ficulty ariſes from the uncertainty of put- 


ting the abſorbent ſyſtem into action, un- 


leſs we can deduce any practice from ner- 
vous agitation, which often occaſions the 
lymphatics to abſorb matter out of cavi- 


ties, or to diſcharge their contents. The 


* former 
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former we have given an inſtance of, and 
the latter is known to happen in thoſe di- 
arrhæas, which ſuddenly come on upon 
the mind being impreſſed with diſtreſſing 
of alarming ideas. But much has lately 
been ſaid of the power of Fox-glove, in 


promoting abſorption; and J ſee no rea- 


ſon why it may not be tried *. But this 
muſt 


® Being informed, twelve or fourteen years ago, of 
the manner of giving a decoction of the root of fox- 
love (an ounce to a z pint) f in dropfies, at Oxford ; I have 


_ preſcribed it occafionally ever ſince, ſometimes with 
very deſirable ſucceſs, and often without any effect at 


all. I have alſo often tried the leaf, without any mate. 
rial difference that I could diſcover, except, that the 
root appears to be a milder remedy, and perfectly free 
from creating nauſea, or any diſagree able ſymptom, Per- 
haps the different effects of this remedy, may be owing to 
obſtruction ĩt isincapable of removing, or to the ſlate of tbe 


nerves, which in ſome conſtitutions, or under particular 


circumſtanccs, may be incapable of receiving the impref- 
ſion it uſually makes: of courſe the lymphatics will not 
be put into action, which ſeems to be a deſideratum of | 


more s than in what part of the body the 


Water 


N 
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muſt be done with caution, for the ſeda- 
tive power it exerts, after ſtimulating, if 
I am rightly informed, has ſometimes 
been fatal; and the practice of giving 
ſmall doſes, ſhould therefore be ſtrictly. 
obſerved. But though a very powerful me- 

dicine; its effects are uncertain, and we 

apprehend letting out the matter betwixt 
the ribs, as adviſed by various writers, may 
ſill often, if not always, be the moſt cer- 
tain way of affording the patient relief. 
Mr. Warren“ has given ſome very in- 


water lodges ; for if we can diſcover under what circum- 
ances it promotes abſorpticn, and when not, we ſhalt 
know when to order it and when to have recourſe to o- 
| ther remedies, [I have ſeen broom aſhes, for inſtance, in 
wine, cure a dropſy, when fox-glove had a fair trial, 
without any effect. I ſuppoſe from a different kind of 
ſtimulus being neceſſary, and by joining deobſtruents to 
fox-glove (emetic tartar) I have ſucceeded completely ih . 
the cure of an hydrathorax, when fox-glove alone was in» 
effectual; and have known this diſorder evade the * 
af both theſe remedies. 


'* Caſes in Surgery. 
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ſtructive leſſons on this head; and Dr. 
Hunter, who opened more dead bodies 


than moſt men, thinks this procedure 
adviſcable. I join theſe gentlemen in opini- 
on that it will fave many lives, where the 
collection of matter is owing to ſimple in- 
flammation, and a greater ſecretion of lymph 
than ordinary ; where thelungs are found, 
and the diſcharge not interrupted by ad- 
hefion to the fide of the cheſt; by pre- 
venting ſuffocation, or matter acquiring 
acrimony, and injuring the viſcera, before 
it can make its | way through. the intercoſ- 


tal muſcles *. 


A woman TYP thirty yeitry of age, 
had an empyema in her left ſide, and be- 
ing ſix months gone with child, the cough 
and difficulty of breathing, were exceed 
ing troubleſome; nor did there ſeem any 
poſſibility of her living, or going her 
time, unleſs theſe ſymptoms were relier- 


See Mergagni, epiſt. 22, art. 6. 8, to, 12,22 


R * 3 5 Fg a 
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each other than uſual, and a fluctuation 


ed. That fide was elevated, the ribs. 
were ſeparated -at greater diſtances from. 


under the intercoſtal muſcles was juſt per- 


ceivable: - I made an incifion into the 


thorax in the uſual manner} a large quan» 


tity of thin fœted matter was diſcharged; 
and the patient inſtantly relieved; But 
the running continued till after ſhe was: 
brought to bed; and though it was ſo hot 
andacrid, as to excoriate all the parts up- 
on which it drained, yet ſhe afterwards! 


got perfectly well, and bore more chil», 


dren. X | is 
In this inſtance the matter ſeemed to be 
diffuſed ; but when the diſeaſe is attended 
with a fixed pain, and the part principally 
affected appears thicker than ordinary, 

the pleura commonly adheres to the lungs, 
in which an abſceſs is formed, that can 


only be emptied at the place the ſwell 


ing and pain point out; and if there is 


N2 danger 
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they are formed in the ſame manner, I 


© On Purulent Abſeeſet. 
ae of ſuffocation, an opening may be 


made for the purpoſe, otherwiſe it ſeems 


better to leave this work to nature. For 
in every inſtance that has come to my 


knowledge; where the lungs were affected 
with a ſcrophulous taint, the patient in 


the end died of a pulmonary conſump- 


tion, notwithſtanding the aſſiſtance of 


milk- diet, and the remedies _— _ 
on ſuch occafions. 

Adheſions of the lungs are e to 
happen in every part of the cheſt ; conſe- 
quently when theſe abſceſſes take place, 


have ſeveral times, in conſumptive people, 
ſeen matter from the cheſt, from an unin- 


1 


flamed bag upon the deltoide muſcle, or 

in the axilla ; and from a large diſcharge, 
death has always been the conſequence. 
I have thought whether making a-depend- 
ing opening betwixt the ribs, might not 
prevent thi kind of termination; but in 


every 
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every inſtance of this ſort I have met with, 
the ribs were not elevated or dilated, thin 


181 


were no ſigns of matter in the lower part 


of the cheſt, and imagining it to be con- 
fined by adheſions I have always been de- 
terred from an operation which I MP 
would prove uſeleſs, 

Theſe remarks, however, are not to ex- 
tend to encyſted abſceſſes, Which ſome- 
times happen in the cheſt ; or to abſceſſes 
formed betwixt the pleura and in tercoſtal 


muſcles, which point outwardly, and are | 


ppened and cured, Le Dran “ gives us in- 


ſtances of theſe ſorts, with an account of 


the ſymptoms, and other uſeful reflections 
on the ſubject. Mr. Gooch 4 notices 


3 


abſceſſes 
in the 
cheſt. 


a fimilar caſe ariſing originally from a 


bruiſe; my own practice alſo, has gi- 


ven me an opportunity of confirming the 
opinion theſe gentlem en advance. I ob- 


* Ob. 33 & ſeq. + Caſes and Remarks vol: ĩ. 
N 3 ſerve 


p. 139, 


4 NR 
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ſerve the adjoining rib being foul is not ve- 
ry uncommon , and may no doubt ſome-, 
times occaſion the complaint; at other 
times no diſeaſe i in the rib happens, and I 
have ſeen them ariſe ſlowly without in- 
flammation, pain, or cough, and the pa- 
tient has gradually recovered upon the 
matter being diſcharged. But to whatever 
cauſe abſceſſes of the cheſt are owing, the 
tqpical treatment is nearly the fame ; for 
the external opening muſt not be ſuffered 

to grow up while there is any diſ- 
charge, and the reſt will ch ieffy juno 
upon nature, 

A man about thirty) years of age, came | 
to me with an abſceſs on the right fide of 
the fernum, accompanied with pain, a 

cough, difficulty of breathing, and heftic 
ſymptoms ; upon letting out the mat- 
fer, though the pleura was apparently un- 
injured, yet I found one of the ribs foul. 
+ See Cariow Bones. 
The 
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The ſymptoms however were mitigated Abſceſs 


by this operation, but far from being in- de. 

tirely removed ; the cough and a purulent 888 

ſpitting remained, a pain and weight un- 

der the lower part of the fernum, ſtill 

occaſioned great uneaſineſs; the diſcharge 

from the ulcer, at the ſubſequent dreſſings, 

was much greater than we had reaſon to 

expect; and by paſſing a curved probe, I | 

diſcovered the mediaftinum was in a great 3 

meaſure the ſeat of the diſeaſe, and that 
the aperture from under the bone, was 

not in a depending part. Wherefore, af- 

ter removing the ſkin, &c, I applied the 

trephine to the fernum twice, in ſuch a a 

manner as to make one opening rather 

more than an inch'long, through which 

the matter all drained away : freely, and 

the man perfectly recovered in due time. 

Nor do I know of any particular caution 

in performing this operation, unleſs it is 
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to be remembered that the-bone is ap 
readily fawn through, - 

It is well known FR RSA is aer 
preventedi in a hepatitis by bleeding, purg- 


ing faline deobſtruents, opium, warm fo 


mentations, and bliſters upon the part; 
if employed while the obſtructed fluids | 
are confined to their own veſſels, and be- 
fore they haye injured or diſſolved the 
parenchymatous part of this viſcus : and 
when the external membrane is inflamed, 


the pain and, fever commonly induce the 
5 patient to call for ſpeedy and active aſſiſt- 


ance. On the contrary, when the parey- 
' chyma i is the ſeat of the malady, the ſymp- 
toms are more obſcuxe, the pain, as hap- 
pens in the internal inflammation of other 
glands, is father obtuſe than violent ; and 
though the pulſe keeps up perhaps at 


120, the heat of the ſkin is not much 


above the natural ſtandard: which I am 
fearful, has ſometimey « occaſioned the diſ- 


caſe 
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bft to be overlooked in the beginning, 
and a neglect of the remedies which might 
have hindered its becoming chtonical, 
and terminating in an abſceſs. Becauſe 
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in every inſtance of this ſort, I have ſeen, 


where remedies were uſed in time, the 
diſeaſe was cured by diſcuſſion; and where- 


ever ſuch a pulſe is diſcovered, accompa- 


nied with an inward pain (more or leſs) 
of the, glandular or parenchymatous parts, 


I believe we may be certain that an oh- 
ſtruction exiſts, which ought to be re- 
moved as ſoon as poſſible; and that the 


flight degree of pain and heat, and ſow- 


neſs towards maturity, ariſe from the in- 


ward part of the glands and parenchyma- 


tous ſubſtances not Abe very. ſenſible of 


irritation. 


J have never met 3 an e beer in 
my own practice, where an abſceſs in the 


ſubſtance of the liver broke outwardly, 


though I have known an abſceſs formed, 


about : 
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0 Purwulent Abſeeſſes. 
about the loweſt ſpurious rib. on the: left 
fide, by a large red worm paſſing through 
the biliary ducts, The tumor had broke, 


and diſcharged a conſiderable quantity of 


matter, before I ſaw the man, and the 


ulcer had degenerated into a fiſtula ;* but 


by the quantity of bile that daily came 
away along with matter, the ſource of 
the diſeaſe was evident. I dilated the 
orifice a little, to give a free exityto the 
diſcharge, and in three or four days after- 
wards, a living worm ſhewed itſelf which 
was taken away, and the fore healed in a 
moderate time. The man could give na 
account of his feelings, except that he had 


. a deep, dull pain, and uneaſineſs in his 
left ſide below the cheſt, ſome time before 


the gathering appeared; I therefore could 
not help ſuſpecting, that the worm had 
entered in at the duct in the duodenum, 
and crawled to the oppoſite ſide, through 
r of the hepat ic duct. 
. Nevertheleſs, 


© Nevettheleſs, | it is well 8 thers are 
caſes upon record, where the matter be- 


\ © 
9 1 
- — 
A 7 : 
ba * - 
% 


ing ſeated upon the ſurface of the liver, 
has made its way out through the mul- 


cles of the abdomen , in conſequence 
of an inflammatory PER Tag, between the 


external membrane of this gland, and the 


peritoneum. But by avoiding inciſions 


ment, that might ſeparate this adheſion, Ts 


and make way for the matter to paſs into 


the cavity of the abdomen, and by keep® 


ing the ulcer ſufficiently open, giving the 
bark, and procuring a ſtool once or twice 
A hon, the patients have recovered.” On 


the contrary, when the abſceſs was deep 


ſeated, I think we may gbſerve it has 
more frequently happened, that they ſunk 
under the diſcharge, or in conſequence 
of a colliquative fever, brought on by 


| ®* See Memoirs Roy. Acad. Surgery Paris, and Mor- 
gagni who points, to other writers upon the ſubject: be- 
ſides which, there are modern caſes publiſhed, 


the 


. x88 0 Purulent A8ſceſes. 
N the abſorption of matter: though evan 
in this caſe, the patient ſhould not be 
1 given up, becauſe by the uſe of antiſep- 
WB _ tic lotions, and correſponding internal 
| medicines, fome have recovered under 
theſe deſperate circumſtances, But I 
have not long fince ſeen a more favour- 
able termination of this diſeafe. _ 
Empye- A boy about ten years of age, imme- 
Oe. diately after having a pleurify, and an 
wy the hepatitis, had every ſymptom of an em- 


Hyver, 


evred by _pyema in the left ſide of the thorax; a 
abſorp — 

ton. © manifeſt fluctuation of a large quantity 

of ſome kind of matter, on the ſurface 

of the right ſide of the liver appeared, 

"which ſeemed to make its way out through 

the ſkin ; but abſorption taking place, 

| the matter was gradually carried off by 

urine and ftool, and the patient recovered 

a perfect ſtate of health. It is impoſſi- 


ble a recovery could be more complete, 


or ee with more eaſe; and can 
| ne 


* 


__ 1 * '% 28 Mt 7 . 71 222 —— 2. * _ — ——_ * + 
= * 5 fl , . 


7 


— 1 
+ + Ange, of yy 
2 4 


— 

; 

r 
„ . 
OATS . 


+ 4 
"1; 23: _— 
Ft: 7 
1 
99 
. 
1 
* 
3.4 
18 
. 
7 * 
WH 1 
3 q 
- 1 5 
Mer 
. 
thy 
14 
9 
*Y 12 
1 * 4 
* g 
* 1 * 
er 
1 
> | 
7 * 
* 3 = 
K bY * 
«© ix [1 GT 
FIRES 
Hy 
* 
4 
* 
13 
5 : 
= 
43 
. 
* 
$4 F? 
4 4 
va \ * 1 q 
35 8 
1 
4 # 
2 A 
& 4. 
* 4 . 
1 2 45-0 
'S by 
_ [ava 
Tn 
wi * 
33 
12 
9 
1 
i |; a 
A 4 EI 
F 51 
1 
© IR 
_: 
8 
4 o 
T N 
W 
„ 
£3 4 
1M : 
4 10 — 
vB * : 
i £7 
x * 
25 3 
8 2 
* 
4 >, Wn 
1 "9 g 
* I = o 
b 8 
2% — 
t — 

. « 
1 
\ ﬆ 

1 
_— 
$9 4 . 

81 

7 5 — 

G 
. PUP 22+ 

4 4 

1 

2, *+ 
r 

1 : 

1 * 

1 

1 8 
ae 
* ; 1 
of & \s 
K. 2 +6 

; 
; os 34 
= 

. 

. 
13 7 
E 
n, 
1% 4 
38 72 

C : x 

1 

1 

5 
2 
: 89 

5 „ 
5 E 
- 11 

4 8 

. 4 

: <4; 

PI: 

L 15> 
"54 
+& 
5 5 
93 
* 
2 
8 
*3 
4 
$ 
2 
©; 

: - 

* 9 

F o 

** 
i 

17 

7, 

3 

8 
i 7. 
. 
a” 
a 
©. 
* 
8 
* * - 
1 
: . 
* 

2 3 

3 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

9 
63 
[ 
% 4 
"45; 
- * 
yy 
L 4 
* 
va 
o 
. + 
* 
1 


7 ER 


On Pirulent Abjeeſſet. 


this method, where it can be ptoperly 
put into execution, to making an | opet- 
ing and admitting external air ? : 
I can only add two inſtances '1 to thoſe 
-already written by others, of perſons being 
reſtored to health, by part of the paren- 
chyma of the liver, mixed with black 
blood, &c. being diſcharged by ſtool, in 
conſequence of the inflammation poſſeſ- 
ling the concave part of this gland, and 
of an adheſion taking place betwixt it and 
the colon, or to the matter eſcaping by 
the biliary ducts . I did not ſee either 
of theſe men, till the diſorder was far ad- 
vanced, nor had they been attended by 
any of the faculty; but I was informed 
that one of them, was ſeized more than 


1 Thoſe who ak to underſtand this ſubjef thorough» 
ly, muſt have recourſe to the Memoirs juſt referred to; 


—_ 
there be; any doubt of the preference of 


where they will find it well handled by Petit and 


Morand. 
| a yer 
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a year before, with a pain in his right kde; 
below the ribs / bypochondrium), attended 
with a fever, which laſted more than a 
week, but then abated and after ſome 
time a Fulneſs was perceived (attended 
With a dull pain) that was then increaſed 
' to a large fize. I could not diſcover that 
the other had any previous pain or fever; 
but that a fulneſs of the affected part gra- 
dually came on, and ſeemed to endanger 
his life very much. Indeed they were 
both under alarming gircumſtances, and 
had all the troubleſome ſymptoms which 
accompany obſtructions in the liver ; but 
though they were reduced to ſkeletons, 
they ſoon recovered by the aſſiſtance of 
kitchen phyſic, after the fortunate event 


took place. I think their caſes prove, 


that they have reaſoned right, who ſup- 
poſe that thele .abſcefſes are ſometimes 
the conſequence of inflammation which 
has long ſubſided, and ſometimes of chro- 

nic 


nic obſtru@tion, in which inflammition 
did not interfere : and upon theſe prinei- 
ples, if we are called early enough; our 
views muſt be directed * prevent a 4 


ſolution of the liver. en een, 


We are told by writers who have diffe- 
ed thoſe who died of abſceſſes in the L- 
ver, that, by adheſion, the matter ſome- 
times makes its way through the dia- 
phragm into the thorax, and produces an 
empyema, that will ſeldom admit of a re- 
medy: nor do they ſpeak more favour- 
ably of the extravaſation of the matter from 
an abſceſs of the liver, into the cavity of 
the abdomen; atid yet I could with ws 
were to reflect whether aſſiſtance may not 
ſometimes be given to this deſperate ma- 
lady, where a colliquative fever does not 
interfere, and ſpeedily carry off the pa- 
tient. Every practitioner of experience 


muft know, that extravaſations in this 


cavity tend to its fore and lower part; 
and that when the matter makes its way 
' out 


fot« * 


Extrava- 
ſation of 


matter in 


the abdo- 
men. 


_— 
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out the patient often recovers; even though 
the inteſtines are corroded through, and 
the feces diſcharged for a time, at the ex- 
ternal ulcer, May it not therefore be 
proper to make an opening in the moſt 
prominent part below the navel, in the 
manner Petit and Garengeot * recom- 
mend, to diſcharge the matter which has 
drained from the liver ? Waiting in this 
inſtance for the forming of an abſceſs, 
would probably be the loſs of a patient; 
and I am apt to believe, we may ſome- 
times proceed with confidence, though 
no other ſymptoms of the matter being 


collected ſhew themſelves, than that we 


have mentioned ; becauſe I have lately 
ſeen matter form an uninflamed circum- 
ſcribed tumor, or rather a prominency 
in the fore-part of the abdomen, from the 
navel to the os pubis, in which I could 
caſily diſcover a fluid by its fluctuation. 


* Mem. Royal Acad. Surgery Paris, 


Nor 
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Nor ſhould I have heſitated a moment 
about making an inciſion to diſcharge it, 
had there been any proſpect of ſaving the 
patient. But he was ſo much reduced 
by. a complaint in the lower viſcera, 
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vrhich brought on the ſuppuration, that - 
was apprehenſive an operation would have 


the appearance of killing him, who after- 
wards died of the diſeaſe; wherefore I 
left the whole to nature affifted with 
opium, cordials, a light nouriſhing diet, 
and ſuitable applications. In a week or 
ten days time, a large quantity of matter 
was diſcharged at the navel, and he died, 
But with what ſucceſs matter may be diſ- 
charged from the abdomen, mY 
caſes will prove. 

A boy about fix years old upon 91 
eee when he had taken a doſe of 


calornel for the worms, was ſeized with a 


violent pain in his bowels, which was 
ſomewhat * by an opening mixture 
O given 


c 
' 
__ 


3 
7 3 S un 


Un 
F ks ES 


On Purulent Abſeees, 


given by his apothecary ; but upon an in- 
flammatory tumor appearing, betwixt the 


navel and the os pubis, I was deſired to 


ſee him. A pultice was applied, and 
continued till the abſceſs broke, when 
matter and fæces in large quantity were 


diſcharged together; notwithſtanding 
which he had ſometimes ſtools, during 
the gathering of the tumor. Nor did 


} 


this kind of evacuation ceaſe for ſome 


time, though the patient had natural ſtools 


once a week, but by keeping the parts as 
clean as we could by antiſeptic lotions, &c. 


this very offenſive and diſagreeable ulcer, 
which would have admitted a duck's egg 


to have been dropped into the abdomen, 
without touching the ſides, was cured by 


nature in the ſpace of ſix or eight months; 


and when the boy was. grown up, he 
went for a ſoldier, and ſerved in ſeveral 


campaigns. I have lately ſeen an abſceſs 
form a little above the groin, on the edge 


of 


Fd 
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of t the * pyramidalis, * from large red 
inteſtines; and upon their removal, the 


patient got well with very little trouble. 
A woman, betwixt twenty and Kay 
years of age, had been tapped: twice for an 
aſcites, and a large quatitity of + water tak 
en away at each time; but after the laſt 
operation, the puncture did not heal, and 
in a little time,” a ſub ſtance they did not 
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The cyſt 


in a dro 
ſy taken 
out of 
the abdo» 
men and 
patient 


got well. 


underſtand, prbtrading, I was defired to 


ſee her. It was evidently a part of a cyſt, 


and, as it had already dilated the ſore, I 
perſuaded her to'let it alone till the open- 
ing became larger, in hope of a better op- 
portunity of affording relief.” Abcord- 
ingly in ten days or a fortnight, the pro- 
truſion was much larger, and by the help 
of a dry cloth,” a cyſt that would contain 
five or ſix gallons of water, was gradually 
extracted. More than a quart of matter 
See Ed. Med. Ef, art. 19, p. 178, vos i. ier 
nc! i; 9.8 im- 
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Abſeeſſes, 
immediately followed, and more was daily 


diſcharged for ſome time, yet the woman 
recovered. without farther trouble than 
keeping the parts clean, and afterwards 
.- bore ſeveral children. os 

\ When abſceſles are forrhed i in cj 
part ef the abdomen, point outwardly, 
and ſhew ſigns of ſuppuration, I believe 
they are generally in conſequence of in- 
flammatory adheſion with the peritone- 
um; and theſe happen indiſcriminately 
wherever the adheſion takes place. I 
have ſeen them on each fide the bypoga/- 
triùm, and known them to originate from 
plum-ſtones, which have been ſwallowed, 
and from other local cauſes ;-but _ 
ent often recovers. 

Nevertheleſs we ſometimes meet mth 
abſceſſes in this cavity, which are not 
\ confined to any of theſe rules. A girl 
ut five or ſix years old, was troubled 
with an enormous e of the abdo- 


men, 
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men, attended with a bad ſtate of health; 
which being taken for a worm caſe, ſhe 
was treated accordingly ; but medicines 
did not avail, Her whole dependence was 
therefore upon ſuch nouriſhing food, as 
her parents, who were poor, could provide, 
and ſhe went on for a whole year with- 
out expectation of recovery: but the dif- 

caſe at laſt terminated fortunately, by 4 
diſcharge of a _ quantity of matter 
per annum. 
An old woman, whoſe abdomen was From by- 


much ſwelled, had a large inflammatory. 
abſceſs at the præcurdia, which broke; 


and upon dilating the orifice by incifion, 

a conſiderable quantity of matter, toge- D 

ther with ſome hydatids was diſcharged : 

they were followed by others of various 

| fixes at times, till more than a peck, be- 
lides a large quantity of matter, were e- 
Vacuated, whence the abdomen ſubſided, 
and the woman got well. I have ſeen . 
03 two 
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two inſtances where hydatids in great 
quantity came from the abdomen, in a 
ropy kind of matter through the muſcles 
of the back; which ſhews that though 
betwixt the navel and the pubis, may be 
the moſt convenient place for the exit of 
matter from this cavity, yet the patient 
will ſometimes recover, from whatever 
part-it is diſcharged, _ 
Perhaps they are not equally danger- 
ous, but I have often ſeen abſceſſes form- 
77 ed betwixt the abdominal muſcles, more 
troubleſome ; they commonly point from 
under the oblaguus deſcendens, at the edge 
of the tendinous line, which extends from, 
the os pubis to the ſternum; and frequent- 
ly leave winding finuſes, that are not very 
readily traced, behind them, Theſe are 
generally firſt diſcovered, by the large- 
neſs of the diſcharge at the ſubſequent 
dreſſings to the breaking of the tumor; 
but a director being introduced, we may 
divide 
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divide the muſcle fafely, and if more ſi- 
nuſes afterwards ſhew themſelves, they 
muſt be dilated one by one, till we have 
gone throughthe whole buſineſs, and laid a 
foundation for a cure, which will then | 


follow in the common manner. 


But the moſt dangerous of all abſceſſes 


that belong to the abdomen, is the lum- 
bar abſceſs, that forms in the. cellular 
membrane about the pſoas muſcle, and 
points'in the thigh, groin, back, or ſome- 


times at the anus, Of theſe patients few 
I believe recover, nor indeed is it to be 


expected; as the ſource of the diſeaſe can 
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Lumbar 
abſceſs, 


ſeldom be laid dry, and a caries of differ- 


ent parts of the back- bone is ſymetimes 
added to the malady. Some however, I 
have ſeen ſurvive theſe collections of 
matter, by the tumor being ſuffered to 
break of itſelf, and its contents to drain 
gently off through a very ſmall aperture, 
which preyents the free ingreſs of air, 

O 4 | and 


| 800 
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and violent ſymptoms: for when a large ; 


tumor of this ſort forms on the inſide of 
the thigh, and breaks in a large opening, 
in ſuch a manner that the air has ready 


"paſſage, we frequently fee a violent col- 


liquative fever ſucceed, that cloſes the 


; ſcene in a very ſhort time. 


But though ſmall openings ſhould be 
obtained if poſſible, they too ſeldom ſe- 
cure the patient; for when the tumor is 


_ Pierced with a ſmall trocar, yet, if a kind 


of curds and whey, or poor thin matter, 
is evacuated, inflammation, &c. follows ; 
or if this does not terminate the patient's 
exiſtence, the opening degenerates into a 


fiſtula, and a true maraſinus is the con- 


ſequence of a large and tedious diſcharge, 


The greateſt hope of recovery is when 


© the matter is mild and good, owing per- 
haps to its being a common purulent ab- 
ſceſs; whereas when it is ſero-purulent, 


it ſeems to indicate a ſcrophulous origin, 
| | WE © 
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To carry off ripe matter from theſe 
abſceſſes by abſorption, is much more 
deſirable, if it can be accompliſhed 3 but I 
am ſorry to ſay, my attempts in this wa 
have not anſwered my wiſhes. I fiad 
purging cannot be borne, when the dif- 
eaſe has made any conſiderable progrets z 
and though I have not ſeen the tumor 
abated by vomits, yet inſtead of weaken. 
ing, they frequently amend the health of 
the patient, It remains to be tried whe» 
ther the methods ſpoke. of in empyema 
can be ſeryiceable ; but if any device could 
be hit upon that would put the abſorhent 
ſyſtem in action, it might perhaps ſome - 
times elude the event, that in this inſtance 
too frequently happens. 


On Abſeeſſs and perl Uu gh we 


Anus. 


Abſceſſes happening about the anus, 
have * peculiar to themſelves, 
which 
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which muſt if poſſible be mitigated 
during the progreſs of ſuppuration. It is 
well-known, that teneſmus and ſtrangury, 
by conſent of parts, are reciprocal; and 
- that the irritation from a ſwelling about 
the rectum, and from a retention of the 
faces, &c. do not only bring on theſe 
hymptoms, but even ſometimes a ſuppreſ- 
ſion of urine, and a train of other agoniz- 
Symp- ing ſymptoms; which are happily alleviat- 
| rending ed, if not removed, by keeping the bow- 
els open, by giving opium by emol - 
lient anodyne clyſters, and the warm 
bath. In other reſpects, they are to be 
treated like the ſame diſeaſe in other parts 
of the body, whether it be of the puru- 
Hor tobe lent, or g angrenous® kind, or accom- 
. panied with an eryſipelas F; nor does the 
ſubſequent ſinuous ulcer require any other 
treatment, than being laid open by ſim- 

See Treat, on Gangrene. : 
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dreſſings. eee 
der, however has been thought 50 by. 


a very difficult, and important branch of + cow 


ſurgery ; many books have been written 
upon the ſubject, and a variety of eon: 
trivances recommended, which have only 
tended to, embarraſs nature, and render 
a cure difficult, which might have been 
acoompliſhed with eaſe to the patient. 
The pernicious influence of falſe theory, 
is perhaps no where more evident than in 
the preſent inſtance; one miſtake leading 
to angther more enormous, till the poor 
patient is doomed to a ſcene of torture, 
by burning, ſcalding, and unneceſſary cut- 
ting, to receive commonly a bungling 
cure; and a brief recital of theſe proceed - 
ings, may be a good caution againſt form- 
ing principles without comparing them 
with nature: for in examining many opi- 
pions, which are thought to be conſiſtent 
with 
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ith reaſon, we find that neither nature 
bs or reaſon} have nd 
Matter. 3 kf 
\ , Hippocrates mn. us , that Gale 
about the anus, are occaſioned by bruiſes, 
tubercles, rowing, riding on horſeback, 
&c. bringing on abſceſſes, that extend to 


dhe rectum; and there breaking, degene- 


rate into this complaint, in which a ſanies 
lodges, and there is a diſcharge of exere- 


ment, wind, and much offenſive matter. 
But when tubereles (orunuuera) ariſe, 


he adviſes the cutting them + while | 
in a erude ſtate, to prevent ſuppuration, 


ed this diſeaſe ſometimes by a palliative, 
and ſometimes by a radical method of cure, 
in both of which he employed the eruge 


Eris, &c. it being a received opinion in 


his time, that detergents of bann eſchora- 
| * Lib. de fiſtolis. 
dee the manner in Celſus lib. 7. cap, X3%- 4. 
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tic kind were neeeſſary to bring the diſ- 
he purſued the palliative method, after 
giving tha root of heart- wort *in honey 
and water, in a morning faſting; he intro 
duced a tent of lint moiſtenet with "the 
ue of rome on: rag airs; er , 
for the ſpace of ſeven dhe and Ger 
alum, myrrh, &. were uſed for drying 
it within, Proc ben 6 the orifice "oy S0 
out. 22 

When a rade! cure 61 act, % 4 
tin probe with an eye in the point, and 
armed with crude flax bound round with 
horſe- hair, to prevent its rotting, was in- 
troduced into the ſinus, and the fore- 
finger of the left hand into the anus at 
the ſame time. This N the probe 


He ſays this root will purge away the aſcarides, or 
that if any remain they die, 
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bent it, and brought it, together with the 
upper part of the thread, out at the anus; 
upon which the probe was withdrawn, 
and a compreſſure made, by twiſting both 
ends of the thread together, the patient 
being then ſent about his buſineſs, Af- 
terwards the ligature was twiſted daily as 
* became looſe, flowers of verdigriſe, &c. 
were applied, and if theſe did not ſuffici- 
ently accompliſh the ſeparation, the parts 
incloſed in the ligature were divided by 
incifion. In deep ſeated f/tulz he made 
uſe of a collyrium ; but in this inſtance, 
he had no hope but from the knife. Nor 
did he neglect to treat of the inteſtine 
being inflamed, of the conſequent pain 
and fever, teneſmus, and ſtrangury, uſual 
to this complaint, and of the method of 
curing theſe ſymptoms. 

In another place *, Hippocrates wakes 
of deſtroying calloſity by medicaments 


* De locis in homine. 


that 


On Purulent Abfeeſſes. 20 
that bring on putrefaction; and Celſus, in 
his ſection on Hiulæ in general, recom- 
mends cauſtics for the ſame purpoſe; but 
it may be remarked, that neither of them 
ſay a word ef calli or calloſity in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, nor of deſtroying them by 
theſe kind of remedies. Celſus + copied yg 
Hippocrates in the uſe of the ligature, | mace 
but not exactly for the ſame purpoſe. —_— 
Hippocrates incloſed in it a part of the Hippo- 
rectum, whereas Celſus ſeems only to . 
have employed it, to open fftule in the 
nates” below the anus; for he ſays, a 
probe being put into them, an incifion 
muſt be made in the ſkin at its farther 
end, and the thread, &. drawn through 
and tied daily, which cuts the ſkin above 
the fiſtula, and at the ſame time, the part 
that has been divided heals; which me- @& 
thod he fays is long in curing, but with- 
out pain. On the contrary, when the 
+ Lib. vi, cap. 4. 


* 


| * 


| nk: > ” « 


ral ſinuſes, a knife may be neceſliry. 
Wherefore, in theſe kinds, the probe muſt 
be introduced and a ſmall picce cut out, 


to prevent a ſpeetly re- union of the lips 


ef the und, and that lint may be lightly 


22 If from one. orifice there ſhould 


Halen. 


be ſeveral ſinuſes, that which runs 
might muſt be opened with a knife, and 
++ the others which branch from it with the 
> hgatare. If any one penetrate fo deep, 
that an inſtrument cannot be ſafely uſed, 
a collyrium ſhould be put in, under which 
cincumſtances we imagine he gave up the 
caſt, and meant only to keep the ſinus 
clean 3 becauſe Hippocrates who intro- 
duced this practice, knew very well that 
it would not cure the patient. 

By Galen's time, a ſyringotomy had 


; 120 introduced * for the cure of Hu- 


les but though he treats of finuous-ulcers, 


Meth Med. lib, vi. cap. 4. 
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and fiſtule in general f, I do not find 
that he takes any particular notice of the 
fiſtula in queſtion. © Fiſtulæ in perines, 
from tubercles in the urethra, were 
known to him, and Paulus 9, by taking 
theſe and other fiſtulæ into the Tame chap» 
ter with the Mula in ano, confuſed the 
ſubject, and ſowed the ſeeds (as we ſhall 
have occaſion to ſhew) of perplexity that 
we have not yet got quite removed. Es 

This compiler diſtinguiſhes thoſe ſiſtu- 
læ which diſcharge their matter by the 
anus, and though he does not apply them 
in practice, he marks the diſtinction of 
thoſe which perforate the inteſtine, and 
thoſe which do not ; and they have ſince 
been copied by much the greater part of 
writers on the ſubject. He ſpeaks of 
the winding fiſtulz, and ſays in almoſt all 7 


1 De Art. Cur. ad Glan. lib. ii. chap. 8. 
In Aphor. Hip. com. iv. $2, 
$& Lib, vi. cap. 78. 
p of 
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of them a callus ariſes in the orifice. He 
reckons thoſe incurable which perforate 
the neck of the bladder, the articulation 
of the thigh, or which extend towards 
the great gut. He fays, thoſe heal with 
difficulty in which an orifice is wanting, 
alſo thoſe which are concealed and termi- 
nate in the bone, with many clefts ; but 
the reſt in general are readily cured. 

For this purpoſe he makes three diſ- 


tinctions in the treatment of this diſeaſe. 


When the whole of the fiſtula was 
within fight *, it was opened by an inci- 
ſion in a ftrait line. When higher up 
he adviſes to introduce with one hand a 
knife into the ſinus, and the index- finger 
of the other into the anus. If the gut 


ng as not already perforated, the ſharp end 


of an inſtrument made for the purpoſe, 
was forced through it, and bringing down 


® This is the fiſtula below the anus which Celſus 
cured with the ligature, 


the 
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whole was laid open by a ſimple inciſion. 


But when a callus interfered, it was re- 
moved by exciſion, always avoiding injury 
to the ſphincter ; for he ſays, when this 
is wounded by raſhneſs, an involuntary 


_ diſcharge of the feces happens. He look- 


ed upon thoſe to be timid ſurgeons, who 


followed Hippocrates's method of curing 


by the ligature ; and he thinks the ſpecu- 


lum ani on this occaſion of no uſe: which 


practice I imagine was. general among the 
Greeks, becauſe it was afterwards purſued 


211 
the point in contact with the finger, the 


both by Leonidas and Aetius *, though _ 


ſome followed the method of cure by ef- 
charotics, owin g, 28 Aetius apprehen ds, 


rations. 


. 


Nevertheleſs, Albucaſis ee, this 


ferring the actual cautery, which he in- 
See Aetius tetra, lib. 4th ſermo. 2 cap. xi. 


Etius- 


to their being fearful of performing * | 


Albucaſig . 


| unnecellary and painful practice, by pre- 


* | troduoed 
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troduced into fiſtulz that did not pene- 
trate the inteſtine repeatedly, till all the 
deceaſed parts were burnt 5 and then fi- 
niſhed the cure, with ointments proper for 
{ſeparating the dead parts, and healing the 
fore ; and if this method failed of ſucceſs, 

be deemed them incurable . Fiſtulz 

which penetrated the inteſtine, were alſo 

thought to be incurable, but he cured 

thoſe which were ſuperficial, by an inciſion 

made with a curved knife, and thoſe un- 

der the ſame predicament at the verge 
of the anus, with a ligature, , 

Avicenna However, his countryman Avicenna, 

though in this chapter De curatione fitu- 

| larum, &c. he ſpeaks of the neceſſity of 

F uſing the knife, or actual cautery in old 

ER fiſtulæ of other parts, yet he had not re- 
cCeourſe to either of them in this com- 

/  ® Perhaps this practice might originate in the famous 

Aphoriſm of Hippocrates, Quocunque non ſanant medica- 

mentas ea ferrum ſanat : quz ferrum non ſanat ea ignis 


fant; qua ignis non ſanat ea incurabila putare oportet. 
Sea. 8. Aphor. 6. 7 
plaint, 
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plaint : for when the lala in ano did net 


penetrate the inteſtine, he attem pted the 
cure by medicaments ; and when there 
was an aperture in the gut, by the liga- 
ture ; from all which premiſes the prac- 
tice in the cure of this diſeaſe has moſtly 
fince been deduced. 

It is laid, « Guido Gauliaco,. intre- 
& duced. ſurgery into Europe from the 

% Arabians ;” ſome of whoſe. doctrines 


and practice, indeed, he copied and ex- 


A'S 


Guide. © 


plained in a very brief compaſs, and by | 


juſt pointing out the parts he ſelected, we 


ſhall hereafter more readily detect the er- 
rors that have crept into practice. 
He copied the doctrine Mula eſt ulcus 
profundum, & finuoſum, cum colloſa duritie 

@ parte interiori, à quo procedit ut pluri- 
mum ſanies virulenta manans*, And in 


his chapter De fiſtulis es” 


De Fiſtula cap. v. 
P 3 2430 
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ano +he Hands down to us the cofifuſed ac: 


count of fiſtilz belonging to this part, 
and thus added to that perplexity, which 
will r Nn 1 be very evident. | He —_ 


ab penetrate the inteſtine, others not, 
but ſpread to other parts; ſome of thoſe 
" which penetrate 1 to the inteſtine, go three 
fingers deep towards the middle of the 
ſphin&er ani, and ſome tend outward to- 
wards the margin of the anus. Of thoſe 


: which do not penetrate the inteſtine, but 


tend to other places, fome' go to the fleſh 
of the hip. and exterior margin of the 


8 anus, others towards the hip - bone, and 


05 coxygis, and ſome towards the bladder 
and root of the penis, which differences 
make a diverſity in the method of cure. 

The cauſe of theſe maladies, and the 
method of diſtinguiſhing one from the 
other, are then attended to; the incura- 


+ Chirur. tract. 4. doR, 2, cap, vii. 


ble 
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ble fiſtulz are enumerated from Albuca- 
ſis, and he ſays it is impoſſible to come at 
the root of thoſe, which are intricate and 
deep ſeated; and that all agree, a fiſtula 
penetrating above the middle of the 


215 


ſphincter, cannot be cured without leaving 2 


a worſe diſeaſe, an involuntary diſcharge of 
the feces behind ; and it is therefore bet- 
ter to palliate only i in ſuch caſes. But a 
fiſtula which does not penetrate farther 
than the fleſh near the anus, /nates 7 or 
hip, or thoſe at ſome diſtance from the 
anus, which do not penetrate far, may be 


cured without danger, according to Rhalis. | 


For which purpoſe after attending 1g to the 
habit of the patient he directs when a 
fiſtula does not penetrate, but goes into 
the fleſh, to dilate the orjfice by a piece of 
gentian or a knife, and then to cauterize 
the part with an actual or potential cau- 
tery ; but Brunus and Theodoſius give 


preference to the former, and he approves 


P4 their 
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Vigo. 


trates, he adopts the method of cure by 
the ligature , in the manner of Hippo- 
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crates from Abucaſis, or by pulling 
down the ligature as low as poſh- 
ble, and then dividing the parts it incloſed 


with a curved knife, His preceptor he 


ſays, paſſed a curved director into the 
ſinus, and cutting upon it with a red hot 


knife, laid the internal and external orifice 
Into one; finiſhing the cure with fomen- 
_ tations, digeſtives, &c. Nor does he 


think after the inciſion is made, the 
practice of applying eſcharotics neceſſary. 
And thus the practice of cauteriſing in 
this diſeaſe, in preference to the rather 
milder methods of the Greeks, deſcended 
among us. 

One hundred and 12 years after 
Guido, Johannes de Vigo diſapproved of 


the cure, both by the ligature and the 


» See Abucaſis, backward, 
cautery 3 
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cautery ; becauſe they could neither of 

them be applied without great pain, or 
endangering an abſceſs: and though he 
never uſed the knife in fiſtulæ which did 
not -penetrate, unleſs detergents *, &. 


were found inſufficient, yet in thoſe in 


which there was an opening in the gut, 
he followed the practice of Paulus, of 
laying them open by a ſimple inciſion. 
He ſays, when a fiſtula perforates” 
{ below the ſpbincter the foremoſt fin 
ger of the right or left hand; as is moſt 
convenient, being anointed with oil of 
roſes, muſt be introduced into the anus, 
and then a crooked ſharp inſtrument, 
through the fiſtula till the point is felt 
under the finger. An iticifion from one 
opening to the other is then to be made, 
bringing the point of the inſtrument di- 
rectly through the anus, that the hemor- 


His me- 


thod of 
cure. 


rhoidal veins may not be divided. The 


* See Avicenna, loc. cit, 


wound 


Parey 
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wound was dreſſed for two or three days, 


with a digeſtive compoſed of turpentine, 
the yolk of an egg, and a little ſaffron; or, 
when a calloſity remained, he removed it 
with Egyptiacum, or a powder of mer- 
cury; finiſhing the cure with milder ap- 
plications, uſual to the cure of ulcers im- 
mediately following wound. 

Parey * however, who lived a few years 
after Vigo, (and whoſe humanity was 


evident). except in fuperficial fiſtulæ, pre- 


ferred the ligature to the knife, becauſe 


there was not already an aperture in the 
gut, he made one in the manner of Paulus, 
with a ſharp pointed needle contrived for 
the purpoſe ; and to the beſt of my recol- 
lection, he is the firſt writer, ſince the days 
of Paulus, who omits to caution againſt 


dividing the ſphincter. Perhaps he knew 


„Lib. xiii, Cap. 21, 22, 23. muſt be read to under- 
fiand him, 5 


Da It, 


x 
— 
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it to be of no conſequence, otherwiſe 
chink he would have mentioned it ; be” 
caufe in general, he copies cloſely the 
common doctrines pet: Tine: been main 
tained. * ; ** 


On the contrary Fabricius * who was Fabricius, 


a contemporary with Parey, recommends 
a diviſion of the parts by ſyringotomy, 
becauſe it is an operation' performed with 
great expedition, and is much leſs painful 


than the others. He had His doubts how W- 


ever, about the ſafety of penetrating the 
inteſtine ' with an inſtrument,” To per- 


forate it, ſays he, has been a long time | 


againſt" my inclination, and I have ac- 
cordifigly abſtained from it. But when 
T found by repeated experience, that none, 
or but very few of this ſort of fiſtulæ 


ſubraitted to a cure; and reflecting on thay - 


extreme difficulty, with which the cure 
was effected, the fiſtula never es to 


» Lib, | iii. cap. 12. and Chirur, Oper, cap. 93. | 


increaſe 
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- increaſe nor cicatrize; I at length chang- 


ed my refolution, and when I found the 


probe to be pretty near the anus, I perfo- 


rated the inteſtine, the cure ſucceeding 
afterwards very well ! Yet he thought 
there was danger in this procedure, be- 
. cauſe a coſtive prieſt died after having 
wounded the rectum, by thruſting up 2 
ſharp pointed ſtick, to remove hardened 
excrement, and thus contrary to his own 
experience,. threw a ſtumbling block in 
the way of improvement. 


Marche larchettis, who purſued the fame me- 


thod of practice with Fabricius, endeavour- 


ed however to remove this impediment; for 
he ſays fiſtulæ which creep upwards in a line 


with the rectum, although they do not 
perforate it, yet they can never be healed 
- unleſs the inteſtine be divided: and to avoid 
the inconyenience ſaid to be brought on 


by cutting the ſphincter, he informs us 


that he left . of this muſcle as _broad 


as 


4 


8 8 
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as a ring untouched, with happy effect. 
The hint however he gave of the uſeleſs- 
neſs of eſcharotics, had it been attended 
to, would have been of much more con- 
ſequence in treating this malady ; for he 
ſays, I have ſometimes obſerved a callus 
to be taken off, with only digeſtives, 
which though it may ſeem ſtrange and 
even impoſſible to ſome, I have frequent- 


ly experienced; particularly in a woman 


who was affected with an old fiſtula, 


which made its way into both nates, and 
through the foramrna of the os coxendrx, 
filled up with the muſeul# obturatores, 
which were hardened with a callus, to 
the thickneſs of the middle finger, which 
1 cured by dividing as far as the bones; 
and-afterwards applying a digeſtive the 
callus became ſofter, and eaſily caſt off 
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ke the bark of a tree. In the ſpace of 


five months the woman was perfectly 
| Cured, and remained well in health many 


years 
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ears, afterwards. ., Here nature was held 
out againſt art; but as no pains were taken 


happen, it was. I apprehend looked upon 


to be accidental, and not conſidered as a 
precedent. 


Vauguion * indeed v hints in the W g 


of this century followed the method of 


cure by a ſimple inciſion, as practiſed by 


| Paulus and Vigo, applied digeſtives twice 
a day, to remove calloſities; cauſtics in 
his opinion being only required, when in- 


in the 
ſame 
manner as 
Paulus 


and Vigo. 


duration would not give way to theſe re- 
medies ; except, when the bottom of the 
fiſtula was very, remote from the anus, 
he then opened it by their aſſiſtance. 
Otherwiſe when the fiſtula opened out- 
wardly, he enlarged the orifice to intro- 
duce the inciſion knife, with its probe. 
This knife was crooked and flender, and 

Chirurg. Oper. : 


on Purulent' Alert 
the probe long, pointed * at tlie end, and 


made of well tempered metal, to prevent 
its breaking in the operation. Its edge 
being covered with a fine thin filver chape, 


or ſheath, to keep it from hurting the 


* 


patient when thruſt in; which was taken 


off when the knife was in the finus, before 


the incifion' was made. But his opera- 
tion was nothing more than what we have 


already deſcribed: He put the fore-finger | 


of his left hand up the anus, and intro- 


duced the knife into the external orifice f 


the fiſtula,” and feeling the point of the 


probe upon his finger, perforated the gut 


with it, and then drawing one end of the 


probe with his finger, and the other with 


his hand, cut through the wholeat ſ once. 
But his inciſion did not extend far up the 
rectum, becauſe he cautions azainſt whol- 


Ivy dividing the ſphincter muſcle. He af- 
„This was afterwards called the French inſtrument, 


and deſcribed with a blunt point. All the kuives uſed 


on this occaſion are to be ſeen in Heiſter, 
| + Ob. 49 and 51. 


terwards 
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terwards applied digeſtives and the uſual 
remedies to finiſh the curer 
.  Saviard (and no doubt other French 
ſurgeons) ' purſued the fame method of 
practice, without regarding the ſphincter; 
but the time was not yet come for the in- 
troduction of this ſimple proceſs : prac- 
titionens were ſtill perſuaded of the neceſ- 
ſity of deſtroying calloſities (as they call 
them) by force, and the hint of Mar- 
chettis and the practice of Vigo, and 
Vauguoin were unnoticed. Turner whoſe 
ſurgery was in this inſtance at leaſt 
very coarſe and barbarous, deſtroyed callo- 
ſities by eſcharotics, before he opened the 
ſinus with his probe ſciſſars, which he 
preferred 1 in this buſineſs. . Le Dran, near- 
1y about the fame time, opened ſinuſes 
formed betwixt the coats of the rectum in 
conſequence of piles, their whole length 
by incifion, and cured the wound by ſim- 
Pee NEE: ; bat in other caſes his mind 
| being 


ON Purutent Meer. 


the cauſtic tedious, uncertain, and unſafe, 
he revived- indiſcriminately the worſt part 
of the practice of Celſus and Paulus; by 
lay ing it down as a rule, that whenever the 
inteſtine was penetrated, the abſceſs. muſt 
not only be opened its whole length, but 
that part of the inteſtine, together with 
the calloſities, muſt be cut away, and the 
bleeding occaſioned by the operation ſup- 
preſſed, by a ſtrong ſtyptic water, which 
in a few minutes would form an eſchar. 
Cheſelden purſued the fame method, 
upon what he thought an improved plan, 
even in caſes where apparently Mr. Le 
Dran would only have made a ſimple in- 
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being ſtrongly poſſeſſed with the aa of. 
calloſities, and ſeeing the method of cure by 


Cheſel- 
den. 


ciſion, and applied ſimple dreſſings. It 


is well known, he introduced one of the 
blades of the polypus forceps into the 
fiſtula, firſt dilated with ſpunge tent, and 
the other into the anus, and then firmly 
Q 
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On Parulent Abjeſees, 
holding fo much as he thought proper; 


he cut it out with a pair of ſciſſars. When 


he could not cure by this method, he left 


the internal diſcharge into the gut, as a 


uſeful iſſue, to continue the benefit nature 


deſigned by this diſeaſe . He judiciouſſy 


cautions againft performing this opera- 
tion, when the patient is troubled with 
the piles, becauſe he had known one 
in that caſe bleed to death. I have 


met with ſome who had formerly under- 


gone this diſcipline, and were obliged 


to keep their bowels open conſtantly, as 


the ſtricture about the anus, prevented 
their . a. ſtool without the wa 
difficulty. > 51 K. 

Indeed 0 great W the eee 
cutting away portions of the buttock to 
accompliſh a radical cure in this malady, 
that we even read of ſome who unfceling- 
| qt Would not. this doftins be equally forcible 
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iy took off by inciſion the lower part of 

the rectum; and I dery well remember 
more that thirty years ago, a gentleman 
under the hands of a ſurgeon of the firſt 
eminence, for the cure of a ſinuous ulcer 
which paſſed ſome way on the ſide of the 
rectum, who cut out a large piece of fkin — 
and- fleſh adjoining to the anus, and ſups r- 
| preſſed the hæmorrhage he brought on; by 

cramming the wound full of lint dipped 

in ſcalding oil of turpentine! And though” gbarpe. 

Mr. Sharpe very well knew; that a fims A 
ple inciſion in ſinuſes, into and about the | 
gut, would ſometimes ſuffice, yet he 

thought it generally ſafer to cut the piece | 
of fleſh ſurrounded with theſe inciſions | 


quite away, and when callous abſo-; | 


lately nedeſſary, or that the callofities muſt 
be waſted afterwards by eſcharotic medi- 
cines; which he ſays is a tedidus, and 
cruel method of cure. This practice being 


compared with Paulus, evinces, that he N 
* Q.2 | only | N 


But ſur- 
eons run 
into an- 
other Exe 
treme. 


et 


ning from one extreme to another, they 
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3 cut hy parts away, whether wy 


were callous or not. 

By this time the ee 11 in⸗ 
convenience, from cutting through the 
Jphinfer ani, were entirely done away by 
Dann, - Berbeck, Heiſter, Sharpe, and 
others. Surgeons became bolder in ex- 
tending their inciſions upwards, and run- 


ſometimes cut as high as they could reach 
with their finger, with a ſtrong,” long, 
pair of probe ſciſſars made for the pur- 


poſe; and indeed I believe they made 


bloody work of it, till within the laſt 

twenty. or thirty years, when a milder 

method of practice gradually took place. 
In this period, Mr. Patt reviewed the 


ſubjoct, and after ſhewing the difference 


betwixt induration and callofity, and the 
miſchief that had ariſen from conſidering 
every ſinuous ulcer about the anus as a 


W 5 fiſtula, 
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fiſtula, ke recommended the moſt eligible 
part of the ancient practice, of curing by a 
fimple incifion, with ſome improvement in 
the point of the probe knife, uſed by Dionis, 
on another occafion : and adopting the 


modern mode of dreſſing, even where the 


| inſide of the finus is hard, and does not 
afford good matter, he diſapproves of eſ- 
charotics, and only adviſes lightly ſcratch- 
ing or ſcarifying, with the point of a lan- 
cet or knife, though he allows a little of 
the lips of the wound to be cut away, 
where there are a multiplicity of exter- 
nal orifices, or where the lips or edges of 
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the wound are in a looſe, flabby, harden- 


ed, inverted ſtate, near to the fundament. 


Whether this practice is adopted in 
France I know not, but Mr. Foubert and 


Mr. Majault*, think the ancient method 
of operating by ligature, much more fim- 


ple, eaſy, and expeditious, than that in 


Med. Ccm, vol. iii. p. 61, 


"gp 7 | = 


N A . $32 : . . Qs Buruwent-Abſceffes. 


uſe; and if they refer to the practice of Le 
Fay. Garengeot, or Le Pran, they cer- 
hainly ſay true. But we apprehend it is 
| almoſt impoſſible to conſtringe the end 
of the rectum, without occaſioning teneſ- 
mus, &c. and it is certain the cure by 
igature, will take up much longer time 
than that Mr. Pott recommends. What 
Celſus fays of its being attended with no 
pain, was probably owing to the rectum 
not beipg included in the thread. Where- 
| as Avicenna, and many other writers who 
„„ paſſed it through the gut, ſpeak of its 
' occafioning violent pain, ſpaſms, and other 
bad ſymptoms ; and of the neceſſity of 
looſening it and abating them by emol- 
lent applications, occaſionally before the 
| buſineſs could be purſued. This might 
5 be owing to the ligature. being made very 
5 tight, and may be in ſome meaſure avoid- 
ed by a more gentle com preſſion. Wiſe⸗ 
Wiſeman, man who ſeems to have been a timid opg- 
2 raton 
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rator, hols e it an the cure. of 
this complaint with ſucceſs, notwith- 
ſtanding he often embarraſſed his pro- 


ceedings, with the uſe of cauſtics to de- 


ſtroy callus, &c. and in thoſe people who 
dread an operation by the knife, and who 
would rather ſuffer the diſeaſe to take its 
own courſe, than to undergo cutting; may 
not the ligature be employed, as the parts 
divided either way are exactly the ſamę ? 
I know no other writer who has thrown 
any light upon the ſubject, unleſs Mr. 


Bell's definition of this diſeaſe ſhould be 


thought an improvement: for, contrary to 
the general opinion of a fiſtula being a 
deep narrqw callous; ukter-*,. or finus Þ+, 


he aſſerts - that every finuous ulcer in the 


neighbourhood of the rectum, is termed 
a /iſtula in ano; and that this is the moſt 
ſimple idea that can be given of the diſeaſe: 


F Celſus, lib. v. cap. 28. 
+ Faulus, lib, iv. cap. 49. 


Q4 and 
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and it is hard to fay = un from the 
days of Celfu 8, writers have not often 
treated of finuous ulcers about the anus 
under che name of fiſtulæ. Aſtrue very 
plauſib]y and ingeniouſly endeayours to 
rectify this matter. He informs us that 
«all fiſtulæ are ranged under the head of 
* callous and finuous ulcers. Two things 
12 therefore eſſentially belong to a fiſtula, 

« a ſinus without a callus is only a ſinu- 
g ulcer. A callus without a finus 
MF only conſtitutes a ſimple callous 
* ulcer, but neither of them ſingly a 
« fiſtula. But as neither of them ſepa- 
* rately ever conſtitutes a fiſtula, ſo both 
« of them when joined, always and efſen= 
* tially form this diſeaſe.” Our country 
man Wiſeman ſays, fſinuous ulcer in 
cc time grow callous, and are then deſerv- | 
44 edly called fiſtulæ. Heiſter * a col- 


„ 


27 lector of bed fas, , thoſe _— in 


Seeg. 


or 
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ff or near the anus and rectum, which are : 
*. recent, and afford a laudable Ruß, * 
* uniform matter, are termed abſeeſſes.* - Hoot 


* but theſe which are more inveterate 
7 callous and afford a thin fœted mat- 


« ter, have been generally denominated 


« fiſtulæ by the ancients:” and in this 

opinion ſubſequent authors have agreed, 
On the contrary, Hippocrates + did 

not define a fiſtula, we, muſt therefore 


have recourſe to the word Beet Jaſtulæ, | 


and it ſeems from this deſcription, that 


he meant by the word degenerating, 


that the abſceſs in time contracts into a 


narrow pipe from whence a ſanies is diſ- 
charged : : and truly, a tubercle forms. a 


fiſtula from the very beginning, a narrow r 


pipe being the immediate conſequence of 


I have only by me the Engliſh tranſlations, and ap- 


prehend it does no correſpond with the original in this Tagen 


nſtance, ulcers and abſceſſes. being "_ 9. 
1 De iſtulis. 
{ * a ſtag- 
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4 ; higiating ſharp ichor. He fays not a 
word of cult, nor of the remedies to deſtroy 
them, and ſcems to have uſed detergents 
only for the purpoſe of brin ging the ulcer 
into a healing g ſtate. Galen uſes the words 
ſinus and fiſtula {ynonimoufly ®, and not- 
_ withſtanding | the word callus was taken 
into their definition, becauſe it was ſome- 
times met with in this diſeaſe; yet it is 
plain, - neither Celſus nor Paulus conſi- 
dered it as eſſentially neceſſary to the form- 
ing of a fiſtula. Celſus fays + the cure 


of a fimple recent fiſtula in the fleſh is 


caly ; but when by time it becomes cal- 
| Jous, there is a neceſſity for ſtronger medi- 
eines, or cauſtics to conſume it. In his 
ſection de ani ulis, calloſity ſeems not to 
make any part of the complaint. Paulu 
alſo 3, ſpeaks of fiſtulz both wth _ 


De Art. curand. ad Glan. cap. viii. 155 65 
+ + Loc. cit. See Hip. lib. de gi rn, 


BY 5 Loc. Cit. 
 withou t 


/ 


without calloſity; and Heiſter confeſſes 


that a fiſtula has ſometimes no great cal- 


loſity, only the margin of its entrance a 


Üttle indurated: and upon the whole, a 


fiſtula ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſeems to be a 


_ eontrafted narrow pipe, diſcharging a 
ſanies, ſometimes with, and ſometimes 
without calloſity; and differs from a ſinu- 


ous ulcer, in its ſides being more con- ; 
trated, and when it has continued ſome 


time, in their being more or leſs hard. 


After all there are only two kinds of Fifuls 


5 ſinuous ulcers, or fiſtulæ, which properly 


belong to the rectum, and anus; the onę 
is that betwixt the coats of the gut, as 
_ delineated by Cheſelden, and the other, 
that which is faid to creep up the outſide, 


bcloogin 


= 


of this lower extremity of \ the inteſtinal 80 


canal. In both caſes the gut itſelf is diſ- 


caſed, but the abſceſs which ariſes in, | 


and forms upon the buttock, though it 
js near to, and extends up to _- verge of 


the 
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On Purulent Abſteſſes.) 
the anus, yet if it goes no higher, it has 


nothing to do with the rectum, nor is 


there any particular e e 
in the cure. 

The firſt may ariſe from a 8 
faramation, or from piles being inflam- 
ed. If from a common inflammation, 
the. ſubſequent abſceſs breaks either on 
the infide, or outſide of the gut, or per- 
haps: both. In the firſt inſtance, the 
matter is diſcharged per anum, or ſome- 
times at the verge of the. anus.: in the 


ri other, by the ſide of the fundament. But 


O22 x 
Wien 
1 — 2 
1 Sacond 


i : ; 
11 riſes from an inflammation, or ſome diſeaſe 


when it ariſes from inflamed piles, tuber- 
cles, {condylomata ), &c. if an abſceſs, ac- 
companies, it is commonly a ſinall one, 
and the diſeaſe is moſtly diſcovered. by a 
diſcharge of thin ichor, from a very. ſmall 
orifice in a little excreſcence, at the place 
where the piles uſually appear. 
The ſecond fort I imagine, always a- 


in 


o Pirulent | feaſts ; 
in the fide of the gut, that produces an 


ichor, and occaſions ſuppuration in the 


adjoining adipoſe membrane, which lays 


the inteſtine. bare, and forms an abſceſs 


by deſcent of matter, a little below the 
anus. It is owing to the affection being 
thus circumſtanced, that ſurgeons have 
found it impoſſible to heal theſe: ſinuſes 
without dividing the diſeaſed parts, and 
reſtoring them by bringing on digeſtion. 

| Nevertheleſs the probe more certainly 
diſcovers the natute of this complaint, d. 
than the ſymptoms deſcribed. ; for when 
the ſinus runs between the coats of the 


5 gut, the end of a ſtrait probe is diſtinctiy 


felt, by a finger in the anus, immediately 
under the internal coat of the rectum, 


all the way it paſſes. " Whereas when the 
matter comes down by the fide of the gut, 
a curved probe ig moſtly required. Nor 
do we feel the end of it fo plain, till it 


— 
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15 gets "LOR way up. But this is a matter 


of no great conſequence, as the treatment 


is the ſame in both caſes; though in one 


inſtance we only make an inciſion through 


the inner coat of the inteſtine, but in the 


other both coats are cut through. Nor 


have I ever found in theſe inftances, any 


other operation than a ſingle inciſion ne- 
ceſſary to bring about a cure. 

We are told however, that we are often 
to meet with windin g. coneyborough 
ſinuſes, and that much cutting may be 
neceſſary on this account; but it muſt be 


temembered, that this docttine is bor- 


rowed from the ancients, who confound- 
ed the abſceſs in the buttock, in perinæo, 
the lumbar abſceſs, and that connected 
with the rectum, together; and whoſe 
obſervations-we have ſeen, were made on 
the parts below the anus. It was only 
the lower part of the rectum that they 

| ever 
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ever divided, for fear of wounding the 
ſphincter, and it is therefore no way ap- 
plicable in the preſent inſtance. 

Indeed a moment's reflection W 
think evince, that there can very ſeldom one nas 
be more than one ſinus: when the mat - — 42 
ter forms betwixt the coats of the inte- 
tine, or when it ariſes from a diſeaſe in 
the outſide of the gut, I believe the mat- 
ter alwayg comes down. clofe by it, at 
leaſt in the preſent caſe. I have never 
met with more than one ſinus above the 
verge of the anus, or a cavity that a fin- 
gle inciſion in a good habit of body did 
not lay dry. Being unprovided with a, 
proper inſtrument, I once paſſed a bent 
probe, and penetrating the inteſtine at the 
end of the ſinus, bent it more, and bring 
ing down the lower part of the inteſtine, 
divided it with a pair of probe ſciſſars; 
but though the patient was very well 
cured, it was an aukward operation, and 

1 I think 


* 


05 Purulent dip. 5 


I think hot to be imitated. I many years 
uſed the common ſyringotomy probe ra- 
zor, with eaſe and ſacceſs, but I find 


-* the. ſyringotomy probe knife Mr. Pott 
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adopted more handy, it being readily 
Ng paſſed along the finus, till the blunt 
point meets the finger introduced into 
de anne; where, if there is not already an 
opening, it is forced through the fide of 
the gut with the utmoſt facility; and be- 
ing brought down with the end of the 
finger, does the bufineſs in an inftant; 
and lit muſt be well known to thoſe con- 
verſant with this operation, that no hæ- 
motrhage follows afterwards. I prefer 
the application of a mild digeſtive balſam 
to dry lint, becauſe” it lies eaſier in the 
wound; does not occafion any inflimma- 
tion, and there is no inconvenience from 
its being removed, whenever the patient 
may have a ſtool. 
If we open the abſceſs, the while may 
bets! be 
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be gone through at the ſame time; 
though if we firſt ſuffer the inflamma= 
tion to ſubſide, in conſequence of the 
matter being diſcharged, the opening of 
the gut will be done with more eaſe to 
the patient: but, perhaps the thoughts of 
a ſecond operation, may more than over- 
balance this act of lenity. It is not ne- 
ceſſary to plague the patient with a ſpunge 
tent to dilate the orifice, when the abſceſs 
has broke of its own accord the opening 


is always ſufficient to admit a probe, and 


the direction of the ſinus being known, 
the probe pointed knife readily finds ad- 


mittance through the ſame paſſage, and 


completes the buſineſs. 


Mr. Pott adviſes the inciſion to be 


carried from the verge of the anus, up as 
high as the top of the hollow, in which 
the matter was formed; and under pro- 
per reſtrictions, this advice ſeems to be 
right, otherwiſe it may lead to the pre- 
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poſterous practice of cutting as far as we 


can reach. If I may judge from what 


I have ſeen, dividing the ſphincter when 
neceſſary, is all that is required; for the 
matter has free room to drain away, the 
digeſtion of the wound removes the diſ- 
eaſe in the gut, the parts collapſe, if not 
hindered by cramming in dreflings ; and 
the union which follows from new gra- 
nulations of fleſh, ſhews the difference 
betwixt theory and practice, by reſtoring 
the ſphincter to its proper office. 

It is imagined by ſeveral, that when 
abſceſſes break on the inſide of the 'rec- 
tum, there are always ſome marks on the 
outlide, either thinneſs, or diſcolouration 
of the ſkin, or an induration under it, 
which direct where a puncture ſhould be 
made with a lancet ; and then it becomes 
the fame caſe, as if the matter had pointed 
outwardly, and this I believe is moſtly 
true: but it is ſometimes other wiſe, for 
an 
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an-abſceſs being formed betwixt the coats 


of the inteſtine, ſometimes breaks in- 
wardly, and the matter is diſcharged by 


the anus, without the parts on the 


outſide of the gut being any way affect 
ed. This happened to a patient of mine 
ſome years ſince. There was not the 
leaſt ſort of direction on the outſide, where 


to have made a puncture, though knowing 


by the touch within the rectum, on which 
ſide the abſceſs was formed, I ſhould 


have been under no difficulty in this reſpect, 
had not nature rendered any operation un- 
neceſſary. For by keeping the bowels. 
open, injecting emollient clyſters occaſion- 
ally, giving elicampane root, and put- 
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ting light doſſels of lint moiſtened well 


once or twice a day, with a mild digeſtive, 
according as he had a ſtool, the diſcharge 


gradually leſſened, and . man got well 


in time. 


When the matter dend ; 43 t In 


R 2 the 
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the buttock, and reaches up to the anus, 
er when it drops down into the buttock 
in conſiderable quantity from above; va- 
rious ſinuſes are not uncommon. It was 
theſe Celſus ſpoke of, and he has been 
copied from one to another by ſubſequent 
writers, without making a proper diſ- 
tinction. I have known them paſs under 
the glutz muſcles, &c. but his directions 
are fully ſufficient in this buſineſs ; for if 
from one orice there ſhall be ſeveral fi- 
nuſes, thar which runs ſtrait muſt firſt 
be opened, and afterwards thoſe which 
branch from it, muſt undergo the ſame 
treatment; though it is beſt to wait till 
the ſwelling has fubfided, and only di- 
late them if a diſcharge of matter, &c. 
makes it neceſſary. But if a convenient, 
and. ſufficiently large opening is made in 
the firſt inſtance, this will not very of- 
ten be required. Some adviſe breaking 
bridles formed by the cellular membrane, 
W (+ My after 
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On Purulent Abſeeſſes. 
aſter the opening is made, which may 
be readily enough done by the end of the 
finger: but if this is omitted, the digeſtion 
of the ulcer will ſoon make the cavity 
Clear, and give room for nature to reſtore 
the loſt parts. 

Large critical abſceſſes ſometimes hap- 
pen in the lower part of the pelvis, and 
form almoſt, or wholly round the rectum. 
It is theſe in which the end of the gut has 
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ab- 
ſceſſes a · 
bow the 
rectum, 


by ſome been injudicioaſly extirpated, and 


others have adviſed to divide the ſides of how 
it in the uſual manner, to accompliſh a 
cure. But neither of theſe ſteps are ne- 
ceſſary, for the abſceſs taking its riſe in 


the cellular membrane, the gut, though : 


it may ſometimes be laid bare, is not diſ- 
caſed ; and an © pening adequate to the 
ſlze of the tumor, is moſtly ſufficient in 
this depending part of the body. At leaſt 


_ 


it has happened ſo in every inſtance, I +, 


haye met with ; and 1 fee no reaſon to 
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expect any other event, when the healing 

of the ſore is not prevented by a foulneſs 
in the lower part of the inteſtine; becauſe 
muſcular fibres in a ſound ſtate, though 
| denudated, neyer retard the cure. 

I have never yet been under any neceſ- 
ſity of deſtroying calloſities by the knife, 
Wl or any ſort of eſcharotics ; and truly in 

this inſtance we have ſeldom any thing 

more than the fiſtula I have deſcribed, or, a 

common ſinuous ulcer to deal with. Peo- 

ple, I believe always apply for aſſiſtance 

' while in this ſtate, at leaſt it has never 
happened otherwiſe in my practice, and 
had call; been common in fiſtule about 
bar the anus, Hippocrates and Celſus would 
. ere not have been ſilent about them. I veri- 
2 ly believe after Galen's time, the doctrine 
. belonging to fiſtulæ in general, were ta- 
the mi. fen into this account; and writers have 


takes a- 
bout them ſince copied each other, to ſne they pre- 


aroſe, 


and their ferred book- learning, to that they might 


conſe 
gugnces, 8 | have 
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have learned from nature; and what is 


worſe, I am convinced the deſtruction 
of calloſities has been aimed at by knife or 


_ cauſtic, when they did not exiſt. 

But ſuppoſing the diſcaſe to have been 
neglected, and a callus formed; cutting 
through it and applying mild or natura- 
lized digeſtives is all that is neceflary : 


for calli are owing to a ſtagnation, and 


thickening of lymph in the ſmall veſſels 
and interſtices of the fibres; and by diſ- 
ſolving it, and promoting its diſcharge, the 
callus gradually diſappears. Every body 
converſant in practice muſt know, that 
enormous calloſities which Celſus uſed to 
cut off in chronic ulcers of the legs, ſub- 
ſide upon the application of emollient pe- 
netrating cerates, and mild digeſtives, as 
a regular diſcharge from the ulcer takes 
place; and they will not I am perſuaded 
be diſappointed, who truſt to this me- 
Tod, when calloſities preſent themſelves 
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in the inſtance before us. Nor when 
the callous parts are divided, ſo that a 
diſcharge may be procured from the lips 
of the ulcer, do I find it neceſſary even to 
ſcarify with the point of a lancet; though 
tis is the gentleſt operation that chirur- 
gical writers have adviſed. 
HFitherto I have ſuppoſed the patient to 
be no otherways indiſpoſed, than happens 
in common critical abſceſſes ; and I have 
feldom. in ſuch inſtances found any 
other medical aſſiſtance neceſſary, than 
a mild regular diet, keeping the bow- 
els open, and giving the bark, or the 
Toterpal root of elicampane. The effect of the 
 breatmente former of theſe remedies is well known, 
but the latter has not been fo much at- 
tended to, though I think it is very be- 
neficial in the piles, or in ſinuous ulcers 
about the rectum, when joined with rhu- 
barb to keep the bowels open. I do not 
gonceive it acts al together locally, for I 
| know 
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know it keeps up a conſtant and regular 
tate of perſpiration, and thus, I appre- 
hend, relieves by making a derivation from 
the affected part. It is faid elicampane 
will bring on a falivation, but this I have 
never obſerved, I have known it fre- 
quently to amend the appetite, and I have 
had deciſive evidence of its relieving the 
piles, unattended with a viſceral fever, 
when other remedies in abundance have 
been tried in vain; but where there is a 
white tongue, and inward heat, ſal poly- 
chreſt or ſoluble tartar are better aſſiſt- 
ants. ; 8 
Nevertheleſs, this diſeaſe may originate 
in, or be accompanied with a bad habit 
of body, from various cauſes, which muſt 
be cured by their proper remedies. When 
it happens in conſumptive people, a cure 
cannot be expected, unleſs the original 
complaint is removed; and I am ſor- 
ry to ſay, ſuch an event in that diſeaſe in- 
Fr the 
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. the habit which brings on a pbrbific pul- 


muonalis, ſeldom, or I believe, never takes 


place : the ulcer about the anus continu- 
ing te diſcharge poor thin matter, from 
a pale inactive ulcer, as long as the pa- 
tient lives. But we muſt not miſtake 
conſumptive ſymptoms for a real con- 
ſumption, there being not any thing more 
common than violent nervous coughs, 
night ſweats, a waſting of the body, 
&c. accompanying the formation of mat- 
ter about the rectum, which ſoon go off 
upon the matter being diſcharged. 

I have ſeveral times known excreſcen- 
ces ariſe in the rectum, and I have puſhed 
them off as high as I could reach with my 

finger, with ſucceſs ; but if this be neg- 
lected in the beginning, the gut in time 


is deſtroyed more or leſs by a corroſive 
ichor, and there is no hope of recovery. 
Abſceſſes all over the buttock happen in 
conſequence of this very unfortunate ma- 

: | lady 
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lady. I have known the feces accom pa- 0 
nied with a very offenſive black ichor 
in abundance, diſcharged even into the 
thizh ; but I do not remember an inſtance 


tw £1 | 


lowed by 
an incur _ 
able 
abſceſs. 


in this caſe, or when the pſoas abſceſs 


breaks in this part, of a recovery. All 


the relief I have been able to give my pa- 


tients, was by enlarging the external 
opening, and removing ' thoſe ſymptoms 
which aroſe from acrid, and very offen- 
five matter being lodged : and when ſinu- 
ous ulcers ariſe from a cancer in the rec- 
tum, the event which happens when this 
diſeaſe cannot be removed will, inevit- 
ably take place; and our thoughts can 
only be dire&ed to mitigating the ſuffer- 
ings of the patient, as long as he lives. 
Obſtructions in the urethra often oc- 
caſion abſceſſes and ſinuous ulcers in the 
perineum and the adjacent nates, juſt be- 


low the anus, which have ſometimes been t 


miſtaken for Mulæ in ano; and yet after 
a diffi- 


about the 
Anus. 
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I. difficulty in making water, for ſome 


time, it being diſcharged drop by drop, 


or in a thin forked ſtream, there are com- 


monly little ſinuſes into the paſſage through 


which the urine has eſcaped, which ſuf. 


ficiently point out the different feats of 
the two complaints. It is true, the diſ- 


eaſe in the urethra, is ſometimes conneR- 


ed with the rectum, fo as to occaſion a 


free communication betwixt theſe two 


05 paſſages, and an unnatural diſcharge of 
part of the feces ; but as the whole miſ- 
chicf originates in the urethra, it is the 

| firſt object of attention: and after this is 


become pervious, I ſee no way of making 
a radical cure, unleſs by laying open the 


ſinus formed betwixt the urethra and the 


gut. I once had an opportunity of put- 
ting this method in practice, but, upon de- 
liberation, was diſcouraged by the uncer- 


- =» Witty of faccels'4'T ſhould however im- 
gine that by making an inciſion in the ſide 


of 
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of the urethra ſomewhat in the manner 
we cut for the ſtone, the ſinus might be 
detected, laid open and incarned. If this 
had ever been done with ſucceſs, I ima- 


gine we ſhould have heard of it. If it has 


been found impracticable, the want of 
ſucceſs ſhould not be concealed ; and if it 
remains yet to be tried, I am certain it 
deſerves attention: being convinced there 
are ſe men, who would not undergo even 
a ſevere operation, to be cured of a moſt 
loathſome malady. Perhaps there are 
not many opportunities of making the 
experiment ; for as far as I can judge, 
this unfortunate accident very rarely hap- 
pens, which is a great happineſs to man- 
Abſceſſes indeed from this cauſe in the 


% 0 
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nates or perineum, may be opened and 


treated in the common manner, with ſome 


advantage; but rendering the urethra 


pervious is found to be the only way of 
obtaining 


* 
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obtaining a radical cure. If the obſtruc- 
tion is owing to a venereal cauſe, the op- 
poſite remedies take place, though nothing 
permanent can be done, but by a gra- 
dual and ſteady perſeverance in the uſe of 
mild bougies, as will hereafter more fully 
appear. The moſt troubleſome obſtruc- 
tions of this ſort, are thoſe which hap pen 
in old people; and even thoſe may be 
mitigated by the ſame remedy, unleſs the 
diene ariſes from the proſtrate gland be- 
ing ſcirrhous ; and then very little relief 
is to be expected, except from keeping 
the bowels open and the uſe of opium. 
The ſcrotum is ſubject to gangrenous 
abſceſs ; to a common purulent abſceſs ; 
to an abſceſs from the f tunica vaginalis 
being inflamed ; and to another in the teſ- 
ticles. The firſt reſembles a blown 
bladder, and will be ſpoken of in the 
Treatiſe of Gangrenes. The ſecond be- 
longs to thecellular membrane, but is not 


attended 
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attended with the ſame kind of tenſion as ; | 
other gatherings, though it is often en- 
larged to a very conſiderable ſize; the 


ſkin being thickened and ſpread wide, from 


its being in this part looſe and readily: 


giving way: yet there are not any abſceſ- 


or that heal ſooner after the matter is diſ- 


charged, whence it is unneceſſary to en- 


large upon the ſubject; but the two laſt 


ſorts now call for attention. 


It is generally imagined, that RY 
mation of the teſticles is productive of 


many ſevere ſymptoms, and much dan-- 


ger *, but I am induced, from practice 


to believe, that this affection has not 
been properly diſtinguiſhed, and that 
there is no part within the ſcrotum, ſim- 
ply conſidered, attended with fo little pain 
or inconvenience from inflammation and 


ſuppuration as theſe glands: and the 


| * See Heiſter, lib. i. cap. 5. p. 191. 
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Says will deſcribe the ſymp- 


On Putulent Abſceſfes, | 


$, uſual to this dee under dif- 
_ circumſtances. 

An abſceſs-was formed in the tefticle 
of a man about thirty years of age from 
a bruiſe. When the accident happened, 
the patient felt a violent obtuſe pain, 
that occafioned a nauſea ; but by bleeding, 
warm fomentations, an anodyne, and 
faſpending the part, theſe ſymptoms pre- 
ſently went off. Afterwards the teſtiele 


ſwelled, the ſkin became red and rather 


hot, the 7unica vaginalis was diſtended, 


but not ſwelled, the cellular membrane 


ſeemed no way affected, the tumor appear- 
ing tobe one ſmooth ſolid ſubſtance, with- 


out any diſeaſe intervening between the 


ſkin and the coats of this gland. There 


was an obtuſe dull pain, but nothing con- 
fiderable ; the reſt of the ſymptoms were 
not ſo acute as in common inflammatory 

tumors, and the progreſs towards matu- 


TY ; 
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tity under a white bread pultice, was ra- 
ther ſlow. Therefore when the fluctu - 
ation became very evident, the matter 
was let out through an opening ſuffici- 
ently large, and à cure followed without 
any trouble. 


Another Ty had a wetted teſticle for 


more than a year, which being taken, for 
a ſcirrhus, was ſuſpended and treated ac- 
cordingly ; but the only ſymptom be- 
ſides the tumor, which affected the part, 
was a ſhooting pain at- times. When I 
firſt ſaw him, a deep, fluctuation began to 
be evident; but the ſwelling being deſti- 
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tute of that hardneſs which characterizes | 


the complaint for which it had been 


taken, I adviſed the application of the 
ſticticum, hoping the diſeaſe would ſhew 


itſelf with milder appearances than had 


been apprehended. The progreſs was 
however ſlow, and at the end of a month 
all the difterence I could perceive was, 

8 that 
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that the fluid appeared nearer to the ſkin, 
butRill without inflammation ; which in- 
duced me to think of letting it out, to be 


certain about the nature of the complaint; 


knowing if my fingers had deceived 
me, and a cancerous ichor was diſchatg- 


ed, it would put us upon immediately 


temov ing the teſticle, while there was 
every proſpect of ſuoceſs from the ope- 


ration: but I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
good pus follow the lancet, and a reco- 
very in conſequence. 

I had a ſimilar caſe where the ſwelling 


of the teſticle had continued ſeveral years, 


ſuppoſed to be a ſcitrhus, and was re- 
moved to prevent fatal conſequences; 

but upon diſſection, it was found full of 
good matter, and perfectly correſponded 


with the chronic purulent abſceſs in the 


lymphatic: glands of the breaſts, of 


| which we have ſpoken. 


We ſometimes meet with ene ot ab- 
ſeeſſes 


( \ 


oy 
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ſceſſes of the teſtes, which make a dif- 


ferent progreſs, and have not that I know 
of been noticed, Theſe glands gradu- 
ally enlarge, perhaps from ſome deficien- 


cy in the office of ſecretion, with a 


| ſmooth ſurface and ſome kind of indura- 
tion, but without inflammation or pain 
till they arrive at the ſize of a gooſe or 
ſwan's egg ; they then ſometimes break, 
without the cellular membrane being 
thickened, and diſcharge good tnatter, 


like other abſceſſes. Sometimes they are 


accompanied with an hydrocele ; but 
the abſceſs and hydrocele are diſtinct 
- diſeaſes, and each require their own proper 
treatment. 

A man had one of theſe tumors in 


each teſticle, which ſ welled to a large 
ſize, but when ſuſpended, without any 
pain. One of them was accompanied 
with an hydrocele, the other not. In 
about three months time they both broke, 
and diſcharged a conſiderable quantity of 
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good matter, without any alteration in 


the watry ſwelling, which was confined 


to one fide of the teſticle only. About 
fix ounces of water was drawn from it, 


and laying the cyſt open by a ſimple in- 


ciſion, a complete cure followed without 
the abſceſs. or hydrocele interfering "we. 
each other. 

Another was tapped for an ere 


and it was then diſcovered from an in- 


duration, that the teſticle was diſeaſed; 
but before any conſiderable quantity of 


water was again collected, an abſceſs 


which had not produced either pain or 
inflammation broke, and good matter 
being diſcharged from the body of the 


| teſticle, as a probe evinced, the man got 


well without any trouble : and though a 
kind of induration remained ſome time 
after the ulcer was hcaled, yet by wear- 
ing a ſoft mild plaſter upon the pate it 
diſappeared. 

Both 
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Both teſticles in a man about thirty 
years of age gradually enlarged with pain 
till each became bigger than a gooſe's egg; 
and at laſt one of them ſeemingly by diſ- 
tention and preſſure, occaſioned a ſpha- 
celus at the lower part of the ſcrotum. 
The whole diſeaſe ſeemed to be a mild 
indurated ſwelling, without any defici- 
ency in the office of theſe parts; the 
ſloughs ſeparated under the application 
of a mild digeſtive, and the diſcharge 
daily leſſened the tumor. At the ſame 

- time, the other teſticle grew leſs under 
the ſticticum, and the patient I am in- 
formed is now got well. Whence I 
think it is evident, that a diſcharge from 
the part, before the fluids are extravaſated, » 
will always effect a cure; and for this 
purpoſe an iſſue may be made, by an in- 
ciſion into, or a ſeton through the body 
of the teſticle, without danger, if an 


83 attempt 
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attempt to remove the ſtagnatitig fluids | 


by topical remedies prove abortive. 

The ſticticum probably reduced the 
other t-ſticle, by invigorating the nerves, 
and promoting à briſker circulation. 1 
have already obſerved, that F have fre- 
quently ſeen it produce the fame effect in 
lymphatic glands under the fame predi- 
cament in other parts, unattended with 
inflammation ; and I do not know a bet- 
ter application for the purpoſe. Perhaps 


vomits may aſſiſt diſperſion, by promoting 


All che 

abſceſſes 

in the teſ- 
flow 


abſorption ; eſpecially if ſmall doſes of 
quickfilver By way of deobſtruent, are 
taken for a week or ten days preparatory 
to'this evacuation. 

I belleve all purulent abſceſſes, which 
Milla in the body of the teſtes, ate ra- 
ther flow in their progreſs ; but I have 
known them quicker in ſuppurating, 
gl thoſe mentioned. However, in e- 


very 
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very one the ſymptoms were ſimilar to 


thoſe firſt deſcribed; and having ſeen the 


teſticle miſerably cut, and torn to pieces, 
without any appearances but ſuch as 
happen to common wounds, I. have 
been led to believe, that the inward part 
of this gland, like the parenchymatous 


part of the liver, and other lymphatic 


glands, does not bring on violent, but ob- 
tuſc Pain: and. during the time the mat- 
ter is confined. to the inſide of the teſticle, 
the ſymptoms . are much milger than in 
common gatherings. Ever lince I made 
this diſtinction, 1 haye been able to de- 
termine from thele ſymptoms, - from the 
tunica vaginalis. not bein 8 thickened, and 
the cellular membrane remaining unaf- 
fected; when inflammation and abſceſs 
were confined to the teſticle. Nor i is an 
abſceſs of the epididymis more trouble- 
ſome, or any particular treatment 2 5 
ed in che cure. 
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It is the tunica vaginalis when inflams 
ed, which brings on the violent ſymp- 
toms that were formerly ſuppoſed to ariſo 
from an inflammation of the teſtes; and 
1 belieye when a tumor reſembling a 


ſwelling ok the teſticle is accompanied 


with a fever and pain i in the loins, colic, 
delirium, &c. it is owing to the nerves in 
this coat being put into a ſtate of tenſion : 
and i it is worth obſerving, that a moſt vio- 


= lent inflammation of this part, rarely af - 


Abſceſs 
of the teſ- 
tis and 
tunica 
vaginalis 
diſtint 
diſeaſes, 


fects the body of the teſticle ; for we 
daily fp jp gangrenoes abſceſſes oO the 


SAT. 
Week 


| away, hone the tunica albugenia Koln 
at all injured; and I believe there are no 


diſcaſes more diſtin& than thoſe abſceſſes 
which happen to this gland, and thoſe 
which happen to its coverings. ' © 
However, the abſence of theſe violent 
ſymptoms i is no proof that the tunica Va- 
ginalis is not inflamed ; as is evident in 


the 
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the radical cure for the hydrocele, 'whe- 
ther by the ſeton or cauſtics. For in 
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theſe inſtances we are certain of inflam- 


mation, and even ſuppuration taking 


place; and yet if the ſerotum be ſuſpend- 


ed, and the weight of the teſticle not 
ſuffered to ſtretch the ſpermatic cord, no 
ſymptoms of conſequence happen 3 Or 


when they do come on, in the beginning 
of critical abſceſſes, before we ſee the 


patient, they are mitigated or removed, 


by keeping the ſcrotum up againſt the 
belly, giving opium, - purging anodyne 
clyſters, applying an emollient pultice, 
and laying the patient in bed on his back, 
with his knees drawn upwards. Nor 
when a delitium comes on, does it appear 
to me to portend that danger, which has 
generally been imagined ; it being only a 
ſympathetic affection of the brain, and I 
believe will always go off, when a diſſo- 
lution of the parts principally affected 


takes 
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takes place: and accordin gh we; {ce 


Abſceſi 


in the 


ſurgeons have expected the death of 
patients under ſuch circumſtances, for 


many days together, when an abſceſs for- 


ming put an end to their fears. 
Now wheneyer an abſceſs of the tunica 
vaginalis ariſes, a ſuppuration of the ad- 


| A cellular membrane, makes in the 


end part of the diſeaſe. This ſometimes 
| happens in whatis called the bernia hu- 


_ moralis from a gonorrhcea being ſuddenly 


Under 
what ſtate 
It may 
ſometimes 
be pre- 
vented, 


" ſuppreſſed; for this coat (and not the 
teſticle,) together with the cellular mem- 
brane, by conſent from irritation, become 
inflamed ; and it is well known, if this 
inflammation be not removed in the be- 
ginning, an abſceſs is not unfrequently 
the conſequence. Before the obſtructed 
flyids are extravaſated, this may moſtly be 
accompliſhed, by renewing the diſcharge 
from the urethra, For this purpoſe the 


# See Sharp's ſurgery chap. ix, caſe 16. c. 
common 
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general method of bleeding, giving ca- 
lomel, Glauber's ſalt, &c. applying an 
emollient pultice, and giving opium, is 
generally fucceſsful; though, if a neu- 
tralized ointment be employed, the in- 
flammatory ſymptoms ſooner diſappear, 
Mercurial ointment is not neceſſary, and 
increaſe the diſeaſe by irritation. Mer- 
_ curial yomits I know have often done 
ſervice, but I do not think they are more 
effe dual than vomits of ipecacuanha ; 
and I have frequently known a cure by 
diſcuſſion accompliſhed, by the applica- 
tion recommended, and ſmall doſes of 
Glauber's ſalt, taken daily for a week 
together, - diſſolved in water. However, 
if the diſorder has made too great a pro- 
greſs before this proceſs is purſued, and 
ſuppuration comes on; though the va- 


ginal coat is affected, no peculiar treat- 
ment except ſuſpending the ſcrotum is 
required. * all which it is evident, 


that 
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' that to treat abſceſſes within the ſcrotum, 
with propriety, we muſt conſider inflam- 
mation of, the teſticle, of the tunica va- 

ginalis, and of the cellular membrane, 

diſtinctly. | 

Abſce® When abſceſſes are formed under the 
ſais las fa cia lata of the thigh, it would be ha- 
Mid. zardous, or at leaſt productive of much 
miſchief, to ſuffer the matter to be con- 
fined, till diſcharged by an opening made 

by nature; for not bzing able to make its 

way through this membrane, it gradually 

| deſcends, and forms a tumor quite down 

to the knee, unleſs prevented by a timely 
opening. When neglected, I have been 

| ſeveral times obliged to open theſe tumors 
the whole length of the outſide of the 

thigh to perfect a cure; but I have ſtop- 

_ ped their progreſs, by letting out the mat- 

ter at a much earlier period. A ſmall 
ſwelling appeared, juſt below the great 
trochanter in a; boy's thigh, without in- 
flammation 
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flammation or pain; and in eight or ten 
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weeks time increaſed to the ſize of a4 


gooſe s egg. I watched it ſome time 
longer, and ſeeing it daily ſtretch under 
the fafcialata down the thigh, I opened 


it from one end to the e and a reco- 


very immediately followed. | 
An abſceſs is ſometimes formed be- 

twixt the muſcles on the under ſide of 

the foot, and the bones, which has been 


Ablccks E 
under the 
foot. 


readily cured, by making a large incifion 
in a line from the fide of the great toe 
towards the heel, and where this has 
been omitted, //tule or a tedious cure has 
been the conſequence. But from the 


foot we muſt aſcend to the hand which 
bY has hitherto been omitted 


Wiſeman agrees with Parey, Hildanus, 


and other writers, and very juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that while we endeavour ſup- 
„ puration in the paronychia maligna, 
. the bone will certainly corrupt: but 

if 


Pareny- 
chia ma- 
ligua. 
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if we make a deep inciſion in the be- 
<© ginning of the diſeaſe, before the hu- 
-* mor hath altered the part, a cure will 
46 follow; which perfectly agrees with 
right reaſon, and daily experience. For 


by cutting the ends of the tendons, &c. 
we come immediately to the affected part, 
eaſe pain by taking off tenſion and by re- 
moving irritation, frequently e the 
e of the diſeaſe. 

There are ſome appoſite caſes in this 
writer, which will ever be inſtructive, 
N tranſeribe ſome of them as 


patterns, and as undeniable evidence in 
favor of the practice he adviſes. A 
* gentlewoman {ſays he) came to my 


et houſe one night late, complaining ex- 
c dingly of a pain in the pulp of one 
of her fote fingers: I looked upon it, and 
felt it hot, but ſaw nothing of ſwel- 


& ling, whereby 1 could judge it ſo ill; 
"though ſhe ſeemed ready to F'oon with 


pain, 


* ' / 
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« pain. I propoſed the making an incifion 
4c into it to the bone, not | imagining ſo 
4c fearful a creature, would have permitted 
ce jt; but ſhe readily aſſented: wherenpon 
I preſently made a puncture deep in 
te the moſt pained part to the bone, and 
«ſuffered it to bleed, while I made a 
e drefling of unguent. ba/ilicum to ap- 


* ply upon it, with an emplaſt e bols; 


« which being applied, ſhe complained 

«* of the ſmarting of the wound, but faid 
| <« it was nothing to the pain ſhe felt be- 
fore. The next day I waited, upon 


her at her lodging: ſhe had ſlept well | 


« that night in perfect eaſe. I took off 
e the dreſſing, and ſaw the wound ag- 


« glutinated, then dreſſed it as the night 


« before, and from that time dreſſed it 
«no more. After the fame manner I 


© have freed many in the beginning of 


e the diſeaſe. The remainder of his 
caſes are well worth reading, but we ſhall 
Aten male 
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make an abſtract from another of them; 
that we may have the whole of his prac- 
tice, in preventing great ſuppuration. In 
the inſtance cited, relief ſeems to have 
been -procured by taking off tenſion by 
| iaciſion; in the following, by promoting 
a diſcharge from the affected veſſels.— 
A young man was afflicted with a pain 
in the pulp of his thumb. After three 
ot four days trial of ſeveral applications, 
ĩt inflamed and ſwelled ; an inciſion was 
made to the bone, which bled and gleeted 
a few. drops. The ſecond day after, the 
wound was opened and undigeſted. 
Dreſſed it with precipitate plaſter, and 
bandage. The third day after, a ſlough 
came oft, and left the ulcer diſpoſed to 
digeſtion. - Precipitate and baſilicon, 
and | drapompholygos were now applied; 
digeſtion followed, and he was cured in 
fix or ſeven days. He ſuppoſes, very ra- 
n. that its not healing by aggluti- 
nation 


| es) 
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nation, as-the other did, was from the 
alteration the ichor had begun to make 
at the bottom of the wound, which he 
thinks enough to ſhew the neceſſity of 
laying theſe tumors open in the beginning. 
I myſelf, have frequently ſeen this com- 
plaint removed by ſuch practice, and ap- 
plying a mild digeſtive, or a neutralized 
ointment; and I do not remember ever 
knowing it terminate by ſuppuration, in 
which the firſt joint of the finger did not 
come away, | | 
It has the epithet maligna, to diſtin= . 

guiſh it from the ſimple whitflaw, which plex. 
ariſes at the root of the nail, betwixt the 
cuticle and ſkin, and gives way to any 
remedy which does not irritate; but this 
has its ſeat in the tendon, membrane, or 
bone, or all of them at the end ofthe finger, 
or inſtead of the cellular membrane, which 
is ſecondarily affected, and converted into 
. by the ichor the membranes pro- 
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duce; and the ligaments, &c. diſſolving, 
muſt of courſe ſet at liberty the joints 
they connect together. It is a moſt 
Painful diſorder, from the particular 
ſtructure of the part, the nerves being 
violently ſtretched by membranous diſ- 


tenſion. The whole hand and arm often 


ſhare in the torture, by nervous connec- 


tion; and pain coming on, before any 
ſwelling appears, and its ſhortly being 
accompanied with an eryſipelas, are cri- 
terions which diſtinguiſh the nature and 
ſeat of the diſeaſe, which 1s out of the 
reach of medicaments. I have tried to 
remove it at- the onſet by neutralized ap- 
plications, without effect. Even brandy 


which by leflening irritability, often ef. 


fectually ſuppreſſes a ſimple whitflaw, 
does not penetrate deep enough in this, 
unleſs we follow the practice of Hilda- 
nus by applying it after a wound is made 
* Cent. 8200 ob. 97, p. 78. Theſe caſes ſhould be read. 

| through 
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through the ſkin. But ſeeing the pain, 
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&c, abates by an inciſion alone; I never 


have made uſe of this application, nor 
does bleeding or purging avail in remov- 
ing the obſtruction, and its conſequences, 
I have even ſeen a ſphacelus prevail, 
where theſe evacuations were carried to 
a great length, notwithſtanding hemlock 
was called in to their aſſiſtance; and ſuch 
folly have I ſeen in thoſe attached to this 
medicine, that when the pain ceaſed from 


the end of the finger being black, and | 
actually dead; the preſcriber attributed 


the eaſe the patient enjoyed, to the won= 
derful power of this coarſe narcotie drug ! 
Where we are not called ſoon enough 
to prevent ſuppuration, the degree of irri- 
tability in this complaint often riſes to 
one hundred and twenty or more but this 
we have before obſerved *, is not to be re- 


garded. And to the beſt of my remem- 


* gSee Palſe Table. | n 
d T 2 | | brance, 
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in the 
fingers. 
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brance, where phyſic is neceſſary, 
opium, keeping the bowels open, and 
ſaline medicines, were perfectly ſufficient 
during the inflammatory ſtate of the diſ- 
caſe. A white bread pultice is the beſt 


application to bring the abſceſs to a head 
and I have always found, by dreſſing the 


putrid tendon with lint dipped in tincture 


of myrch, ſurrounded with a mild digeſ- 


tive, or neutralized ointment; the firſt 
joint in time comes away, and the cure 


is foon followed, by the aſſiſtance of dry 


lint, cerate, and bandage. 
Sometimes, inſtead of fixing upon the 
end, the inflammation begins upon the 


. tendon, or its ſheath, or both, in the 
middle of the finger; it is exactly the 


nagement in the beginning. Otherwiſe it 


not only diſſolves theſe parts, but matter 
is formed in the next joint, which 
often becomes carious. The matter ſome- 


) 
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times makes its way into the hand, or 
even, if not ſtopped, into the wriſt, diſ- 
ſolving the tendons all the way it paſſes ; 
under which circumſtances, free openings 


mult be made, a ſeton paſſed® if neceſlary, Sinus un- 


under the annular ligament. But dividing |, 
it, which I have heard has been attended ! 


with very troubleſome conſequences, from treated 


the ſtarting up of the tendons, is not at 
all neceſlary ; for by drefling in the man- 
ner juſt deſcribed, the putrid tendons will 
in time ſlough away, and the ſooner if no 
force is uſed in extracting them, For if 
they are not looſe enough to be removed 
readily, by pulling we injure the living 
fibres, and ſpread and protract the malady. 
Pultices ſhould be laid aſide as ſoon as 
the ſwelling will permit, for by relaxing, 
they increaſe putrefaction; drying dreſſ- 
ings are therefore preferable. We ſhould 
not be too haſty in amputating a looſe joint 
* S$ce backward, "EO 
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in the finger ; for if che matter is not 


ſuffered to lodge, which ſhould be care- 
fally attended to, the cartilages covering 
the end of the joint will come away, and 
a tiff finger be the conſequence, if pro- 
perly aſſiſted with bolſters and bandages 
Nor ſhould we forget in 'the beginning 
of this complaint, while the tendon is in 


: a ; ſtate of inflammation, to keep the finger 
Aa little" bent, to avoid region; which has 
been known j in this caſe, to bring on hor- 
rid ſymptoms, and even the neceſſity of 


cutting the tendon through, to give re- 
lief. It is remarkable that many of theſe 

Abſceſſes happen at the ſame time, in the 
fame manner that we ſee ſore eyes, &c. 


prevail! in particular ſeaſons. 


The abſceſs we have been deſeribing, 
is diſtinguiſhed, from that which ariſes 
betwixt theſkin and the tendinous ſheath, 
in the middle of the finger, by exquiſite 
pain, before the parts begin to well. 

Wars 
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Whereas the other is a common abſceſs, 


and the ſwelling and the pain commence 
together. When it becomes ripe, the 


cuticle covering the part, often forms a 


bladder full of matter; underneath is an 


aperture through the ſkin, which has 


rather a ſpungy appearance, but no par- 
ticular treatment is required in the cure. 
Some adviſe us to open theſe abſceſſes 
early, leſt the matter ſhould injute the 


membrane beneath; and when formed. 


it may be prudent in hard working peo- 


ple, where the ſkin is almoſt become 


callous, to follow this advice; - otherwiſe 
if the ſkin of the finger be ſoft, the mat 
ter will ſooner make its way outward, 
than injure the membranes. And I 


believe, when we meet with putrid ten- 


dons in an abſceſs in the middle of the 
finger, the diſcaſe originated for the moſt 
part in the tendon ; becauſe I have ſo of- 

| 74 3 ten 
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ten ſeen it in this part, without * 
dinous ſheath, &c. being injured. 
The abſceſs which ſametimes . 
under the flexor muſcles of the fore arm, 
has already been ſpoken of, and that ariſ- 
ing from the aponeuroſis of the tendon 
being pricked in bleeding, will be noticed 
in wounds of the membranes. N 
The Anthrax of the eb in one 
kind of ſphacelus®, but the modern car- 
c buncle of which we have already ſpo- 
£1 ken +, being deſtitute of the ſymptoms 
= which characterized the diſeaſe, muſt be 
2 conſidered as a ſpecies of purulent abſceſ- 
ſes that rarely requires any particular 
treatment; there are ſome peculiarities in 
the complaint, but none to which the 
methods of cure laid down are not appli- 
| cable; remembering the ſaying of Wiſe- 
4 man, That themoſt dangerous ſymptom 

See Sphacelus + Med, Surg. vol i, p. 320. 
1 Book i. chap, 10. 
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of all is the return of the matter of 
the carbuncle into the blooll again; 
and conſequently. that diſcuſſion ought 
not to be attempted. It has an Eryſipe». 
latous kind of appearance, is rather hotter. 
and harder in the beginning than other 
abſceſſes, owing I apprehend to the-flow 
diſſolution of the cellular membrane, 
both which and the ſkin acquire & hard- 
neſs in the manner before mentioned 2. 
Though no part of the body is exempt 
from a carbuncle, yet it chiefly ſhews it - 
hips, &c. and there is one circumſtance 
which ſometimes happens, that I never 
obſerved in other abſceſſes, the matter be- 
ing diſcharged through apertures in the 
ſkin reſembling a ſieve; after which the 
ſkin ſubſides, and unites with the ſubja- 
dent parts. They more commonly how-: 
ever require opening, and often . 

pris hreia p- * 7 < 

chat 
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that the undiffoved cellular membrane 
may get at liberty. I have ſcen larger 
abſceſſes of this kind upon the back than 
on any other part. A man had one of 
them which that ſpread from the top of 
his ſhoulders to his hips; and being im- 
perfectly opened, a colliquative fever to- 
gether with low diet were near deſtroying 
him; but upon making inciſions, ſo 
that neither matter nor air could be con- 
fined, and allowing him a fuller diet, 
with two or three quarts of ale a day, a 
medium of what he had been uſed to, he 
recovered; and the laſt time I faw him, 
had regained the ere of _ he 
before enjoyed. 
Writers have difagreed abba thei mean- 
ing of the term phlegmonoid eryſipelas; 
for Platner *, who calls a ſimple eriſipe- 
las a ſpurious kind of inflammation, ſays 
in his diviſion of theſe diſeaſe, when it is 
* Jafl, Cr 18.2 
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accompanied with a true inflammation, 


it is called e gονννεν,s PAtyporwds;. But 


writers of more authority in this in- 


ſtance, have ſaid it has a mixture of an e- 


riſipelas and what we have called a pu- 
rulent abſceſs ; for though the word 
phlegmone, as has already been obſerved, 
has truly no other meaning than inflam- 
mation, yet it has conſtantly been uſed, 
both by the ancients and moderns, to ſig- 
nify an inflammation in 'the adipoſe 
membrane, ending in ſuppuration. Ac- 


cordingly, when an cerifipelas and an ab- 


ſceſs happened i in the ſame Part, both at 
the ſame time, it was called by a name, 
compounded of both theſe affections *. 
If however we call it an eryſipelas with 
a purulent abſceſs, or for ſhortneſs a pu- 
rulent eriſipelas, we ſhall employ a more 
fignificant term, than chat which has 


* See Van Sw, Com. ſect. 360. 


been 
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beon in uſe. Nevertheleſs, it muſt be 

remembered, that the abſceſs, and eriſi- 
pelas, are diſtinct diſeaſes; and that 

each has its own manner of termina- 

ting 7. The eriſipelas either by diſper- 

= fion, ſuperficial ulcers, or mortification; 
"7 and the abſceſs by ſuppuration : though 
they are ſo far joined, that the abſceſs 
will keep up the eriſipelas, till the mat- 
ter be diſcharged, and it then ſubſides. It 
is only when the eriſipelas and tenſion are 


: violent, that a ſphacelus takes place 4 
of which abundance of inſtances are dai- 
jy met with in practice and in books, but 
one will ſet the whole buſineſs in its true 1 
- light, We 8 
A gentleman about thirty years of age, 3 


was ſeized with an eryfipelas all over one 
of his legs, attended with all the ſymp- 
toms uſual to local inflammation ; his 


+ Med. Surg. vol. i. p. 321. 
4 See Sphacelus 


e 8 phy- 
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phyſician, and ſurgeon, employed the re- 


medies uſual on ſuch occafion 8. for eight 


or ten days, when a ſphacelus beginning 
to appear in ſeveral places of the leg, which 
alarmed them, they deſired my aſſiſtance. 
Upon examination, matter was now found 
to fluctuate, and being let out, and 2 


white bread poultice applied, the ſkin 


from one end of the leg to the other ſepa- 


235 
* 


rated in ſloughs, and a cure followed, 


while he was taking the bark, and com- 


mon dreſſings were applied. 
| The inflammatory œdema is ſometimes, 
tough rarely, accompanied with a puru- 
; 7 lent abſceſs; but when this happens, 
[l warm plaſters are preferable to emollient 
cataplaſms, and when the matter is let 
cout, the part affected may be treated as 
before directed. After all, it ſometimes 


happens, purulent abſceſſes terminate 


by inſpiſſation, the thinner part of the 


matter being abſorbed; but this is readi- 
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* 1y diſtinguiſhed by the touch, and the 
part being laid open by inciſion, and di- 
geſtives applied, a cure follows of courſe. 
All we have at preſent to ſay upon this 

ſubject, is therefore finiſhed; though ſome 
dther kind of abſceſſes, will be taken no- 
tice of in their proper place. ds og) 
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E are now to proceed to the in- 
flammation which terminates in 
gangrene and ſphacelus; a ſubjet, on 
which I have treated many years ago “: 
but that being my firſt eſſay, I have the 
ſatisfaction, of making ſuch alterations 
and additions, as time and experience 
have ſince dictated. In ſhort, I found it 
expedient to write a new treatiſe, and 
have made uſe of the old materials in 
the manner which beſt ſuited my preſent 
| ideas on the ſubject. 
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S 
ON FORMER OPINIONS. 


Hod, in his firſt chapter &e 
Gangrena & Sphacelo, obferves, 
Bene Cicero omnis inquit, que a ratione fuſ> 
cipitur, de aliqua re inflitutio, debet a 
definitione proficiſcs ut intelligatur quid 
fit id, de quo diſputatur e omiſſa autem dgſi- 
nitione, fluctuat tractatio: we ſhall there- 
fore draw into a ſhort compaſs, the differ 
rent opinions about gangrene and ſphace- 
lus, that we may more clearly en 
the ſubject. 2 

Etymologiſts have derived the al 
Teyęaua, from ea, commedo,or from T 

or Taney, becauſe they ſay it is a Fe! 
eaſe, which eats or conſumes the fleſh. 


The uti- 
lity of 
defini- 
tion, 


The opi- 

nion of 

e 
, molo- 


\ 2 Some 
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' 


Gangrene 
what, ac- 
cording 
to Hippo- 
crates. 


: 
1 


On Gangrene and Sphacelus. 


Some derive it from Payygo;, which they 
tranſlate cancer ; others with more rea- 


ſon ſay it is a primitive in the Greek, and 


we will therefore ſee what Hippocrates 


our firſt writer ſays upon the ſubject. 


In ſpeaking of. the ſymptoms which 
follow fractures with contuſion of the 
heel ®, he deſcribes a gangrene, when he 
ſays, the parts may become livid, 2 
* bloody ichor be diſcharged, and a 
« gangrene from compreſſion and this 
© may happen without any other ſpha- 


, 


* celus;'!. Conſequently it is a ſtagna- 


tion in the juices, and a beginning of pu- 


trefaction: for though in this inſtance, 


he ſeems to uſe the words gangrene and 


ſphacelus ſynonymouſly, yet in many o- 
ther places he ſays expreſsly, that the 


l . latter is a perfect corruption of the part 


* De Ftacturis, ſect. x11. 


On Gangrene und Sphacthus." 


It is imagined that Celſus 7 
nd cancer and gangrene indifferent- 


* to expreſs the ſame diſeaſe, but he 


ſurely makes a clear diſtinction betwixt 
them; for Having, deferibed a cancer in 
1 uy ſubjains, «and; — 
there follows what the Greeks call PFay- 
yeawe.... But to form a true judgment it 
— be obſerved, that the word cancer 
uſed by Celſus, is a primitive in the Latin 


language, and ſignified according to- his 


n Fr one kind of e dene 


* Lib. v. * —" 


- +: Zaterdumvel ex nimia iuflammationt, welob euro- 
is vel ob nimia frigora, vel quid nimis vun uri. 
tum ef, we] quia corpus ſenile, aut mali habitus ef, "cancer 
occupa . Id genus a Græcis didudtum in ſpetieseft; teftiyis 
vocabilis non eff» Omnis autem cancer non ſolum id cbrrum - 


| pit, guod occupavit ; /ed etiam ſerpit deinde aliis aliiſue | 


| fignis diſcernitur. Nam mode ſuper inflammationem ruborul- 
cus ambit, iſque cum dolore proredit.c xuyorriag Grerri nam 
nant : modo ulcus nigrum «ft, quia caro ons corrupta oft, 


p U 3 idgue 


uſed be 


ere 


We 


meaniag 
of the 


word 


cancer 
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vuleer ;; and I believe it is owing to this 
matter not being rightly underſtood, that 
Foeſius, Vander Linden, and Cornarius, 
have in their editions of Hippocrates, 
tranſlated the word gungruina, ſometimes 
gungræna, ſometimes cancer, cancrum, 
or carcinoma; which has occafioned great 


perplexity among ſubſequent | writers. 


"Whereas Celſus, inſtead of uſing theſe 
terms ſynonymouſſy, employs them in 
different ſenſes. What he meant by gan- 


gene will inſtantly appear. We have 
juſt explained the Latin word cancer. The 


word cancrum was uſed to ſignify what 


iunue vebementius 3 ttiam in pmtrefeendo intenditur, abi vul- 
#43 bumidum: eft, & a nigra ulcere humor pallides fortur 
- malique'odoris eff, & caro int us corrupta + interuum etiam 
nerui ac membran æ reſokountur, ſpecillumgque demiſſum def- 


cendit aut in latus, aut diomſum, eoque Vitio non nunquam 0s 
. afficitur e modo oritur ta, quam Græti yaywearer appel- 
- ant, De ulceribus, quæ extriaſcecus per vulnera * 
8 00 e e | 


= 
* * ; d 


* 


on nne und Spbbte 2 
che Engliſh call the canker, a6 bie wen 
cap. in lib. vi. De canero orit proves/and 
tarcitiomay what is now enlled . can- 
cer, for the cage Of Hippbcrates. 
The: 62rcinoma' of Celſus, and the runter 
of the moderns, are both the ſame"com-" 
plaint; and therefore the Latin and En | 
gliſty-word: cancer, hate very different” | 
ſignifications. esto ow; boojthaebeor * 1 . 
- His«deſeription of u gangrene ſecinb 0 And der 
cottipfehiend beth' gangretie and"Iptiace- gu-. 
lus forh&-ſays © the leſt is either ls a = 
«4 of lid, but dty and withered; and the 
« adjoinit$ Min, is for the moſt patt cb 
« yere@with Aled puſtules of 4 Black- rod 
« {fp colour.'? * 6 thb 8 Ui. 
ther pale or Ivid, Cömmofly öf du 
2. ertigibols' Ccolbiit; afl id Süd- 
<< tion zi the lin a kettle" fürther f 4s nh 
ended, and all "theſe ſpteadl at obe: 
"_— ulcer into the puftulous part, the” 
1 to the part that is Pale r 
v4 8 45 livid, 


— 
* o 6 
ws x + \ ; 
5 9 
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*Hvid,, -: the paleneſs gor liver to that 
Farhich is inflamed, and the inflam- 

„ mation proceeds to that, which is 
A ſound. In the mean time an acute 
feuer comes 0n-and: a vehement thirſt; 
«« ſeme are alſo delitious, others though 
they be ſenſible. ſtammeꝛ and cas with 
<< great (difficulty make their meaning 
* underſtood ; the ſtomach begins tube 

e © affected, and the breath itſelf acquires a 
bet ffmell: which. diſorder in the be- 

; J ginning admits of a cure, but when, it! 
ig thoroughly rooted it is incurable, and 
moſt of them die with cold ſweats. 


Galen'® Galen in his 951 on tumors contra- 

een. f to nature, ſays,,**. A gangrene, is occa- 
« ſroned by, a ſealding blopd, accompa- 
« nied with inflammation, that. parches - 


40 adit were the ſkin; and that it is a 
* corruption of the ſolid parts of the. bo- 

«« dy without affecting the bones but 

when along with theſe the bones are cor- 


ei 4 rupted 


232 Spbacelus. _—_ | 


= 


e, al the whole ate inſenfible, itt e 


18 A ſphacelus. + In another plac he! 
obſerves . It is a mortification not acai. 
«tually formed but approaching; d be- 
< ing the intermediate ſtate between the / 

« height of inflammation and ſphace- 
„los, Which doctrine has been im- 
plicitly copied hy Paulus, Aetius, and? 
ſubſequent Greek writers. 'F enk t. 

„The. Arabians however added a tlürd be e _— 
distinction 3 for Axicenna ꝶ treats de count ofs 
eſt hiomena,..& differentia inter gungræ - bee 1 
nas & aſchachilos : by which it appears 
that their gangrene and aſcbacbilbs were 
the gangrene and ſphacelus of Galen, 
and efthiomenus a ſpreading ſphacelus; 
which appellation has ever ſince been 

retained. | 

Guido treats of gangrene ar 1 Guido, 
name of ofhiomenus f. and denies its be 
De Ante. Our, ad Glan. cap! 9. lib. D 
+ Lib. iy, Fen. 3. Tract. 1 E. cap. xx. 

: De Crab. Antbrax & * 


Crust. — 


ing dhe lacs difeaſe av. the wolf and en- 
wy "with" whitty forte had confornded 
it; - booduſe"ith6/pabigrine deſtroys the 
member by corrupting and" ſoftening, 
tiers the other corrodes and hatdetis ; 
which-furvly: is s juſt diſtinctiow. 
Nevertheleſs the Greek gamma 11 
Been reſolved into che letter & in tlie La- 
tin language, (which upon enqury 1 
fladd ſometimes happens), Johannes de 
; pet Vigo w uſes the word: cancrena for gan- | 
| grena, and ſays it is called cancrens be- 
cCauſe it is like a canker which corfodes 
«ll and deſtroys the parts about: and thus 
i | by attending to words, inſtead; like Gui- 
1 do, of attending 40 the diſeaſe” itſelf, He" 
propagated confuſion. In other refpects 
bo copied from Avicenna and explains t the 
meaning of the Arabian words. . A 


* oy TY. "7 


EIS; ii. Tract. 10. de Apoſtom. cap. 16. ps 


MW I Eſhiomedus, @b befe; an Arabic word for an enemy, 
ot; and menos, ardor animz: Aſchachilos, as 1 in Arabie 


corruption ; and chilos, j Juice. 
Veſſalius 
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effi- tea in the ſame parti; Vece. 
and thews: the affinity of the. Arabian 
languages: He obſerves . that lll the 
names emploged by the Arabians aboddlt 
gangrenẽs, & lr and the which ed rr 
pond with them in other - languages; 
mean one and the ſarne diſordleri Where ot tn 
fore ke comprehendy e both: gangren | 
and "Sphacehws2 under the word. gun 
griena < for he ſays] That gangrene 
ee wölſt, Which corrupts the part 
it affe&&* efpecially When the corrup- 
« tion haswholly taken place; beeauſe it 
% admits of no cure, except cutting off??? 
Perhaps he” choſe to treat of the whole 
diſeaſe undder the term gangrene, becanſe 
be ſays the” Word ſphacelus amongſt the 
aficients, Was of equivocal meaning. 
for which he gives his reaſons ; and were 
we to believe the ſeventieth aphoriſm, of 
+ Chirug. Mag. lib, v+ cap. 13. de Gangtens: * 


ry PW «4% 
GE Was 4 


; L 
** 30 © 


8 ets" * 


- On Gaingrene and Sphacthus. 
the: ſeventh. book:of Hippoerates & to be 


a true copy; we; miſt be of the ſame o- 


pinion. But it is ſo contrary td his: ge- 
neral aſſertion, that we are led to ſuppoſe, 


| the-word:ſpbageleriinftead-pethaps of the 


word if mf, has erroyrouſly crept 
into the text. Hoe at mitn chi e 

-»Hildanus 4: purſues the Fl ent. 
line and is more explicit than many of the 
copiers... He ſays a gangrene is for the 


moſt part ſuperficial, in the ſkin, muſ- 


cles, and other ſoft parts. In a ſphace- 
lus, not only theſe but the bones them- 
ſelves are alſo affected. In a 
the ſkin is red from the greatneſs. of the 


inflammation, but in a ſphacelus, it is 


firſt pale, then livid, and preſently black. 
In a gangrene there is no ſtench, but in 


C a ſphacelus the limb rots and emits 2 i peſti- 


* Thoſe afflicted with a Pot of the brain, die 
Vichin thees days, but if done ooting this ha, roy Jax re · 
cover. 


#, Cap. de Gangrena - 
+ © iS 


* 
43 * : , 
* on 
* * 
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| ferous fœtor. If we make an incifion 


in a gangrene, the patient has exquiſite 5 


feeling, but when it is deſtitute of ſenſe, 
it ought to be called a ſphacelus. 


Fabricius ab Aquapendente who had 


examined former writers with great accu- 


cipal diſtinction, and concludes that gan- 


grene and ſphacelus are only different de- 


grees of the ſome diſorder ; and by ſome, 


Fal . "oe 


racy, looks upon this laſt, to be the prin- 


they have ever ſince been uſed as ſyno- 5 


pymous terms. 
3 15 Lib i. cap. 19, 
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9 8 ox rensten PRACTION, 


a; — 17 8 


* n rte e pcs; 
1 fays,” 4 thorough blackneſs of 
the feet and fingers; is leſs fatal than a 
Hidnefs. Other fymptoms however are 
to be taken into confideration ; for if the 
patient appears to hear his illneſs with 


| eaſe, and any other promiſing figns ſhew 


themſelves at the ſame time, there is 
room to hope the diſeaſe will ſeparate, - 


ſo that the patient may be ſaved, loſing 


only thoſe parts that have turned black. 
But if there be any bilious vomiting at- 


| tended with reſtleſſneſs, or heavineſs of 


the eyes, or loſs of voice, or any unwill- 
ingneſs to ſpeak, or any delirium, they are 


| certain bgns of convulſion and death.” 


Celſus 


On Gauer. ard Ae 


Celſus tells us. It is not very * 
| cult to cure a gangrene, if it has not got 
full poſſeſſion, but is only beginning, 
eſpecially in a young perſon and eaſier 
ſtill if the muſcles are ſound, or if the 
tendons are either untouched or but 
Nightly affected, and no large joint laid 
bare: or there be but little ficſh- in that 
part, and conſequently not much to pu- 


trify ; and if the diſorder be confined to 
one place, which chiefly happens in a 


finger. In ſuch a caſe the firſt thing to 
be done, if the ſtrength will allow, is to 
let blood, after that to cut through the 
ſound fleſh; for whatever is dry by a 
Kind of tenfion, i is uneaſy to the contigu · 
ous parts. 

“ Wbile the diſarder is 3 no A 

* purating medicaments are to be uſed ; and 
far that reaſon not ſo much as q warm 
, Thoſe alſo which lie heavy, al- 
1 n chey keep the dreſſings together, 


are 


— * 
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ec are foreign to the purpoſe 3 the lighteſt 
« dreffings therefore are required; and over 


« the parts thatare inflamed; coolers ſhould: 
8 applied. If the diſeaſe is not ſtopped 


" by theſeremedies, betwixt the ſound and 
0 corrupted parts ought to be cauterized. 

Late In this caſe eſpecially, aſſiſtance muſt 
* not be ſought for from medicaments 
« aJone, but from a due regimen ; for this 
c diſeaſe never appears but ina corrupt and 
« vitiated habit. Wherefore in the firſt 
* place, unleſs weakneſs forbid, the patient 
** muſt live abſtemiouſly. Food and drink 
« muſt be given that will bind the belly, 
and conſequently thebodyalfo ; but theſe 
« muſt be of a light nature, Afterwards, if 

the diſorder ſtops, the fame applications 


_ * muſt be uſed as have been preſcribed 


* in a putrid ulcer, and then alſo a fuller 
« diet of the middle claſs may be allowed : 
but notwithſtaꝑding unleſs theprime vie 


28 we the whole body are dry, cold rain- 


„ water 
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water ſhould be drank. The bath, unleſs 
we are . confident. of a cure, is hurtful, 


for the ulcer being ſoftened by that 
means, is quickly affected again with the 


fame diſorder. But ſometimes it happens 
that all theſe remedies do no ſervice, and 


notwithſtanding all their force the gan- 


grene ſpreads; in which caſe the miſer- 


6 395 | 


able but only method to ſave the reſt of 


the body is to cut off that limb which i is 
| periſhing by degrees. KEE 

Galen“ ſays, The cure of a gangiene « 
conſiſts in evacuating the blood confined " 
in the diſeaſed limb (becauſe. it. is the 
cauſe. of the ſucceeding mortification), 
and in promoting ſweat. Therefore 
many. deep ſcarifications are to be made, 
the blood muſt be fuffered to diſcharge, 
and then a cataplaſm applied, which re- 


ſifts putrefaction, made of oxymel, vetcli- | 


De Arte Car, -ad Clan. lib. ii. cape g. 
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meal; or darnel, or bean flour. If ſttong- 
er retnedlies were required, falt or troches, 
thin in ufe were added, making the ap- 
plication ſtronger or milder aecbrding to 
the ſtate of the patient. Putrid fleth was 
cut away, ati for greater ſecurity, its 
roots connected with the found parts 
were cauterized, eſpecially in the pudenda. 
Afterwards the eſchar was digeſted off by 
the remedies then in uſe, fuch as juice of 
leeks, honey, &c. and the ulcer being 
Filled with new fleſh was cicatrized. 


Sn che other hand, he fays, when the 


The Ara- 
bian mes» 


 thod. 


affected member is dead, cannot fect 
when pricked, cut, or burned, it ought 
immediately to be cut off, that it may not 
affect the parts which are ſound : and 
this practice paſſed through the hands of 
the Greeks without alteration. The A- 
rabians however made ſome additions to 
the remedies uſually employed; for Avi- 


cenna adviſes to apply a ne com- 
poſed 


On Gangrene and Sphacelus. 
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poſed of Armenian bole, terra fgillata, | 


and vinegar, above the mortified part to 
prevent the ſpreading of the diſeaſe; and 
recommends Egyptiacum, ſo much ef> 
teemed by ſubſequent writers for its 
power in ſubduing putrefaction i in morti- 
fied limbs. Afterwards, little or nothing 
more was done than copying from one 
to another, till the beginning of this cen- 
tury. No one, either among the anci- 
ents or moderns that I can diſcover, car- 
ried into practice what Celſus ſaid about 
the impropriety of applying ſuppurative 
medicaments and warm water; and of 
the warm bath occaſioning a return of 
the diſcaſe in a ſpreading ſphacelus : 
on the contrary, it has been theorized 
away by the Baron Van Swieten & warm 
fomentations have been in onſtage uſe ; 
and I am perſuaded have very frequently 
„Com. in Boerh. ſect. 437. 7 
X 2 increaſed 


A rule of 
Celſus 
neglect- 
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A remark 


of Cheſel- 


den. 


Amputa- 

tion to ſtop 
gangrene. 
Le bas, 
Opinion 

about it, 
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| increaſed the progreſs of the diſeaſe. 


Perhaps this might be one cauſe why 
Cheſelden * obſerved, © That he had 
« known 'many mortifications ſucceed 
« well, when left to ſeparate; but few 
« that had been otherwiſe treated; and 
« that he had known ſuccefs, where the 
« patients had the happineſs to have no 


C one about them to interrupt the kind al- 
« ſiſtance of nature.” Even long after the 


period mentioned, amputation to prevent 


the ſpreading of a gangrene was till in 


uſe, notwithſtanding Le Dran F, upon 
taking a view of the fubject, had ſaid To 
* cure a gangrene from an internal cauſe, 
« you muſt be able to change the ill dif- 
« poſition of the blood in a ſhort time, 
<« and to invigorate it, but it has been 


« hitherto impoſſible ;”” and that am- 


4 putation in ſuch inſtances afforded no 
46 relief. NE | 


Anat. 7 Ed. p. 208. 
1 Ob. 110. in 1727. 


Never - 


— 


On Gangrene and — 


Nenerchelelt there are many caſes up- 
on record, where the ſpreading of ſpba- 
celi have been ſtopped by amputation, by 


 Some- 
times ſuc- 
ceſsful 
and when, 


the cautery, and by quickſilver diffolved 


in aqua fortis, &c. all which muſt-have 


been local complaints: and had their 


practice been confined to the diſeaſe thus 
circumſtanced, ſucceſs might oftener have 
warranted their proceedings. But pro- 
per diſtinctions not being made, ampu- 
tat ion was indiſcriminately performed, 
and the diſeaſe re-appearing, induced ſur- 
geons to join Le Dran in opinion that 
though amputation might be neceſſary, 
it never ought to be done till the mortifi- 
cation had ſtopped, and ſeparation of the 
dead parts ſomewhat advanced: eſpeci- 
ally as Mr. Ruſhworth of Northampton 
had now luckily diſcovered, that Peru- 
vian bark has a power of ſtopping mor- 
tifications, it was imagined that having 
an inward remedy capable of ſubduing 

1 tmis 


The rea- 

ſon fits 
being oft - 
en unſuc- 
ceſstul. 


Which 
induced 
lurgeons 
not ty an- 
putate till 
the mor- 
tification , 
is ſtop- 
ped; ele 
cially as _ 
Ruſh- 5 
worth had. 
diſcover- 


ed th uſe 


ot the 
bark in 
them. 
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- this malady, the uncertain uſe of the 


___ knife was no longer neceflary. 
Tri ai. The inefficacy of cprdials, alexiphar- 
ele mics, &c. in the cure of this complaint 
lo buy when ariling from an internal cauſe, indu- 
dest. ce the faculty to look upon this diſcove- 
ry as a moſt happy event; and phyſicians 
and ſurgeons from every quarter teſtified 
8 its power by experiment in caſes of this 
fort which came before them. Heiſter, 
| 1 ae who had only heard of what it had done, 
4 . after ſpeaking of the medicines in com- 
= mon uſe, ſays © But if the cortex Peru- 
1 1 van has the effect attributed to it, we 
| 2 need not be troubled with ſuch a train 
1 No of ineffectual remedies,” 
reſts. Unfortunately however, like amputa- 


wy, tion, the bark was indiſcriminately uſed 


| thence , with equal expectation of ſucceſs ; and 


k- 
akon failing no doubt in many inſtances, like 


. all other remedies, where unreaſonable 


erg Dan R ad PEI 
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l Pen entertained, it has been neat 
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finking into diſcredit, among thoſe who | 
expected it to be a ſpecific in every ſpecies  - 
of this ' diſeaſe. A misfortune common 
to popular remedies, ' which under à pru- 
dent exhibition might have been valuable 
acquiſitions to mankind; There cannot 
I am perfuaded be any doubt of ite p. * 
erful and advantageous effects in ſome — 
kind of mortifications; though effects eder. 
may have been aſcribed to it which Were 
ovwing to nature. In others if too haſti- 

Iy given, it certainty does miſchief. In | 
ſome, no affiftance can be expected from Bar foe 
it; and the ſame may be faid of opium, rake nog | 
of inciſtons, and fomentations, in gan- jurious, 
grened and mortified parts, We ſha 
therefore in the following effiy endeavour 

to point out the times and reafons for 

their uſe ; in which, as we before obſerved 

from Celſus, the principal part of medi- 

cine conſiſts. And notwithſtanding the 

words "on grene and ſphacelus have by 
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able writers been uſed- as Frnonymous 


on Gangrene.and Sphacelus, 


terms, and it may ſometimes be difficult 


to draw the line of diſtinction; yet, as di- 


viding diſeaſes into ſtages, has always 
been uſeful in practice, and becauſe gan- 


geren and ſphacelus. of often require very 


£ oppoſite treatment, we ſhall divide them 


into gangrene, ſphaceloide gangrene, and 


„ Tphacclus, and theſe again into local and 


ſpreading. We have found; theſe di- 
ſtinctions ſufficient.) for every medical 
purpoſe, without being liable to thoſe 


miſtakes in practice, Which formerly 


. - muſt have ariſen from the diviſion taken 


from their cauſes, external and internal ; 


| as the latter is frequently joined to the 


former, and a local gangrene, &c. as 
army" ariſes from an internal cauſe 
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ROM what has been ſaid; 1t appears The dif- 


that abſceſs and gangrene, differ To, 
only in degree of violence. In the one 425i i 
the cellular membrane and ſkin are dif- 
ſolved by a mild ſuppuration, in the o- 
ther by putrefaction; but it is impoſſible 

to give a better definition of this diſcaſe, 5 
than Galen had already given. 17 is _— 
* @ morti rfication not actually formed but Sangrene. 
* approaching, being the intermediate 
« flate betwixt the height of inflammation 

* and ſphacelus.” For inſtance, the fine 
blue inflamed colour ſometimes obſervable 
in the carbuncle or the bliſters which hap- 
pen in great ſwellings from accidents, &. 
with a lively tenſe ſkin, are not gangrenes 
put the height of inflammation. Where- 
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On Cangrene, 
48, when ſmall bliſters are accompanied 


With an inaQve or kind of dead ſtate in 
the fibres, a gangrene is taking place. 


Two 
kinds of 


Fangrene 


But we are not to conclude from their 


inſenſibility or offenſive ſmell, that they 


are thoroughly mortified; for from the 
load of ſerum, or lymph, the cellular 
membrane is ſometimes enlarged to a 
moſt enormous ſize (even where, as in 
the hands and feet it poſſeſſes but little 
fat), the limb has the appearance of being 
dead, and yet when the. diſcaſed mem- 


branes, Kc. come away, the tendons and 
muſcles underneath are left unhurt: and 


we have the pleaſure of ſeeing it perfect- 


1y reſtored, when perhaps it v en 
to be incurable. 


Writers have ſpoken but * one » kind 


= gangrene; there are two kinds how- 


ever to be met with i in practice, which re- 

quire very different treatment. from each 

other: the inflammatory gangrene of | 
Hippocrates, . 


4 


I 
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% 


from, or accompanied with, an E a. 


ma The former we have obſerved may be 
_ occaſioned by a ſtagnation in the juices, 


and this may ariſe from injuries or pre- 


ternatural irritability, accompanied with 


an acrid {fate of the fluids, or any other 
irritating cauſe. 

The ſwoln parts loſe oe 8 
ry redneſs, become either livid or pale, an 


inactivity of the fibres gradually takes 


place, a load of yellow ſerum or lymph 


Tata. - 


matory 


ſtagnates in the cellular membrane, blif- 


ters from a ſeparation of thecuticle ariſe, 


and greenneſs with putrefaction enſue; but 


without being preceded by, or accompa- 


pied with, any other ſymptoms than ſuch 


as are uſual to common inflammation e, 
&c. If it ariſes from the height of local 
inflammation, it muſt at firſt of courſe be 


* See an inſtance of this kind in Wiſeman, book vi. 
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local; it may be local 100 when it ariſes 
from a metaſtaſis + af aerid lymph, in 
the ſame manner as a critical abſceſs be- 


come local; for they only differ in a de- 


gree of violence. But a gangrene from a 
criſis, requires ſomewhat different treat- 
ment to that brought on by accident, ſuch 


as bruiſes, irritating ſablanges, &c. in 


very irritable habits. 


This is the gangrene in 56d Celſus 


bled when the patient's ſtrength would 
permit; and when it happens in injuries 


while the inflammation is great, with a 


ſtrong pulſe, his practice may often be 
imitated with advantage, by leſſening 
the impulſe of the blood; but in that 
ariſing from a metaſtaſis the lancet ſhould 
be uſed with more caution. I have ne- 
ver ventured to direct bleeding in this in- 
ſtance, well knowing the pulſe will fink, 

and debility in a greater or leſs degree 


+ See Metaſtaſis, P- 24- ob 1, 2, 3, 7. 
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come on, when acute ſenſation and ten- 
ſion are abated, by deadneſs taking place; 
and that nervous energy, which loſs of 
blood, and conſequent abſorption of 
matter tend to deſtroy, ſhould be preſerv- EL, 
ed as much as poſſible. | e 

It is alſo the gangrene in which emo- Fomentas 
lient fomentations applied warm with- when to 
out ſpirits, or the flannels being wrung 
out, are proper; becauſe they ſoften and 
promotes a circulation in the ſmall veſ- 
ſels. But when ſwelling, tenſion, and 
inflammation, threaten a gangrene; the 
firſt ſtep if poſſible is to abate heat, by 
innate coolers, and to remove the irritat- 
ing cauſe, or leſſen the irritability of 
the part, or both i by the methods be- 
fore recommended when an abſceſs poſſeſ- 
ſes too much heat. I have ſeen remark- 
able good effects, from thirty drops of 

Laudas 
I. repeated every ten or twelve num. 
hours, 
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hours; in abating inflammation in this 
inſtance. But if theſe methods aflifted 
with fomentations do not ſucceed, and 
veſications accompanied with a deadneſs 


of the ſkin make their appearance; the 
parts, as Galen long ſince adviſed, muſt 
be unloaded by bold and free inciſions 
made into the cellular membrane This 

is the ſtate in which Mr. Freke , 
& well known practical ſurgeon, fays 
&« Searifying the ſkin in a gangrene is an 


idle practice, unleſs the ſurgeon, if he 


& has ſagacity enough, when the mem 
*« brane is not deſtroyed but only ready 


to ſuffer, then cuts largely through 


* both and thereby lets out the inflam- 
sed juices which diſtend it and thus 


C takes off the tenſion. By ſuch an act, 


&© he ſhews both judgment and reſolu- 
t tion. Such good treatment continued 


may cure the patient.” Nor can there, 


+ Art of Heal. p. 214. N 
1 under 


* 


o Gangrene. 
under theſe circumſtances, be any doubt 
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about the propriety of chis practice, be- 


cauſe it ſtrikes at the very root of the 
malady. Afterwards mild digeſtives 
ſhould be applied; nor muſt emolient fo- 


mentations or pultices be changed for 


Other 


healing cataplaſins, Kc. till putefne- 


tion appears. For whatever heats while 


the inflammation exiſts, increaſes the 


diſeaſe; and when neceſſary, it is better 


to make the alteration gradually as the 


tic pultiees, rather of the antiphlogiſtic 
kind, ſuch as Galen recommends, com- 


diſeaſe gains ground, by applying antiſep- 


poſed of oatmeal, vinegar, and oil. If 


an inactvity in the fibres prevails beyond 
che parts that were inflamed, a mild ap- 
plication that affords a general warmth 
will be uſeful; but, on the contrary, 
ſhould inflammation in "theſe parts te- 
main, a neutralized foft plaſter is pre- 
ferable. grey nf bong: 


At 


Internal 
medicine 
in this 


ſpecies of 


on Gange: 
At the time theſe applications are firſt 


5 2 before ſigns of approaching 


putrefaction appear, I have found pur- 


ging with falts; &c. uſeful. The bow- 


els are all along to be kept open, faline 


medicines given, and when the diſeaſe 


ariſes from a metaſtaſis of matter, I pre- 
fer Mindererus's ſpirit on account of its 


promoting ſweat. The diet thould al- 


ways correſpond with the medical inten- 


tion; and by theſe means we frequently 


Bark 


when 


proper. 


prevent a gangrene degenerating into a 
ſphacelus, the cellular membrane ſepa- 


rating commonly in rags, and the whole 
afterwards going on in its regular courſe. 


Now though the bark is improper 


while the inflammation exiſts ; yet when 


the tenſion is abated, the pulſe finks, 


ſigns of debility begin to ſhew them- , 


ſelves, and a freediſcharge.and ſeparation 
commences, it ſeems to be ſerviceable in 
preſerving ſtrength, and in promoting 

the 


1 


On Gangren 
the - remainder at; the buſineſs. © The 


principal ſigns of a gangrene being local 
are, the muſcles, &c. appearing found: 
under the cellular membrane, and the fe- 


veriſh ſymptoms diſappearing | with an 
amendment of the patient's health ſoon 
after the inflammation ſubſides. If this 
be true, how improper are the rules laid 
down by thoſe, who not making a diſ- 
tinction betwixt gangrene and ſphacelus, 
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adviſe us to raiſe inflammation to ſtop 


a gangrene. A ſeparation never takes 
place till the inflammation is ſubdued 4; 
for the livor extends into the inflamed 


parts, and the inflamed parts into thoſe 
which are ſound. Nor is the red circle 
which encompaſſes mortified parts any 


augument in their favour ; for though 


it is a pretty certain criterion of the diſ— 


caſe being ſtopped, yet being perfectly 


confined, and deſtitute both of heat and 


= See Celſus. 8 ö 10. 93 
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Gangrene 
from an 
incom- 


4 eri 


On Gangrene. 


pain, it cannot be called an infamma- 
tion, but a ſymptom of life returning 
into the affected part. | 

However, though acrid matter in a dil. — 
eaſed habit of body, by ſtagnating in the 
cellular membrane, brings on a critical 


gangrene; yet there is ſometimes an in- 


complete criſis only, a morbid diſpoſition 
of the circulating juices ſtill remaining, 
and inſtead of relief, the body is more 
violently affected by abſorption, by ner- 


vous irritation, and by a ſedative power 


in the fluids acting upon the nerves. 

A man of fifty years of age, of a groſs 
habit of body, from an inactive and irre- 
gular life, after being frequently afflicted 
with the rheumatiſm, had an ulcer. upon 


his leg for the ſpace of two or three 
years; in all which time he enjoyed a bet- 
ter ſtate af health than uſual: but the 
ulcer being healed, his rheumatiſm got 
worſe, and at the end of ſomething more 


than a year he was ſeized with a feveriſh. 
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indiſpoſition, which occaſioned his hav- 


ing but very little ſleep; and in this 
ſtate he continued more than a week, 


when his fever increaſed and confined. I 


him to his bed without reſt. 


Theſe ſymptoms increafing for four or 


five days, an inflammation about the ſize 
of a crown-piece appeared near the ancle 


in the leg which had been diſeaſed. Up-, 
on this a white bread pultice was applied; 


and as he was now weak and low, ano» 
dyne cordials were given ; but the fami- 
ly finding the inflammation increafe, and 
he viſibly worſe, on the twenty-eighth 
of November, near three weeks from 
his firſt ſeizure, and about three days 
from the beginning of the inflammation, 
I was defired to ſee him. 


I found the poor man extremely weak 


indeed, and delirious. His pulſe very 


weak, fluttering, and low; his looks quite 


N wild 
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wild; he was very hot; his tongue dry; 
faultered in his ſpeech ; ; he had a violent 

tremor all over him, with a twitching of 
the tendons and picking of the bed- 
cloaths, and his fæces came away invo- 
luntarily. Upon removing the pultice, I 
found all round his ancle and the top of 
his foot invaded by a gangrene that was 
advancing near to the calf of his leg: 
upon which I gave him two ſcruples of 
bark every two hours, in ſtrong and ſmall 


cinnamon- water, mixed; large openings 


were made through the membrana. adipo-' 
ſa, which was quite ſphacelated, and the 


muſcles underneath appeared in the ſame 
| Nate: but upon making an inciſion a 


little way into them, . ſome poor thin 
blood was diſcharged. Fomentations, 
digeſtives, and the Theriaca Londinenfis 
(in uſe in thoſe days) were applied; and 


from this time he began to amend : all 


the bad ſymptoms gradually left him; 
and 


On GCangrene- 


and on the third day a red circle, the fore- 


runner of victory, encompaſſed the gan- 
grened part, Which now began 10 > be 
flabby. 25 

Next —— Iv was s informed he had paſſed 
a good night; he. was become ſenſible ; '; 
his urine let fall a ſediment ; his pulſe: was 
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both fuller and ſtronger ; ; his tongue 


moiſter; 3. a ſeparation of the gangrened 
parts began to take place, and digeſtion 
appeared; "and theſe ſymptoms impro- 


ving, on the fifth day the bark began to 


be given every four or five hours only for 
ten days longer; in which time two ab- 
ſceſſes were opened i in the calf of his leg 
which diſcharged a pint and a half of 
matter; and from this time we had no 
difficulty in the cure. 


Since this caſe happened, I * 5 
with many inſtances of the ſame ſort; 


but Ido not remember any one among 


them where mortification and death were 


| T8 ſo 
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Gn near. at band 5 one or both hap- 
pening. IS apprehend i it ſhews the utmoſt 
extent of a gangrene without changing 
its name, at the ſame time that it Wuf- | 
trates. the doctrine juſt advanced: and as 
a ſphacelus ; is very often an ori iginal diſ- 
eaſe, unpreceded by a gangrene, we 
will copy a well known inſtance of a 
ſphaceloide gangrene which ſeems to 
5 "have differed only from this Juſt men- 
re tioned i in degree of violence. For though 
3 it was called a ſphacelus, the abſceſs 
what, which happened i is evidence of the cel- 
+ "lular. membrane not being 8 dead, and 
conſequentiy the affeQtion, partook of 

both diſeaſes. _ 
A man, near fifty years of age, had 
« mortification without any. manifeſt 
external cauſe, ſeated in the middle 
f the back of the foot, or inſtep 
er near the toes. After eight days trial 


* with deep ſcarifications, warm fo- 


men tation, 


* mentations, cataplaſms, and cautery, 
« &c. and cordials internally, to no pur- 
* poſe; the ſphacelus ſpread through 


« the whole foot, and had begun to af- 


« fe& the tendo Achillis, at which time 
the phyfician and ſurgeons expected the 
« death of the patient to be unavoidable. 
„They entertained no hopes from am- 
« putating the part, becauſe there was a 
tc violent fever attending; his tongue was 
* roughand dry, his looks wild, w ith thirſt; 

© reſtleſſneſs, &c. and he complained 
* of a pain and hardneſs in the fide of 


« his belly: fo that it was unanimouſly 
«* apreed in this deſperate caſe to try the 


_ « Jeſuits bark. Half a drachm of it was 
« given every four hours to the patient, 
and the next morning every thing ap- 
« peared to be altered for the better, even 
«« though the firſt doſe was given but the 
« evening before; for the fever and other 
« ſymptoms were mitigated, and the pa- 

Yi tient 


2 
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« tient reſted quietly i in the ks nor had 


00 « the mortification made. any advance. 5 


* 342 The next day a kind of moiſture was 


« diſcharged from the affected part ; and 


0 on the third day after giving the bark, 


« there appeared two large abſceſſes at 
£6 the ancles, from whence it was evident, 
40 that there was no longer any danger of 


the mortification aſcending higher. 


« The bark was now given every ſix 
c hours in the ſame doſe, upon which a 
« ſlight fever returned, nor was the ap- 


| cc pearance of the matter ſo laudable; 
« © therefore it was again exhibited every 


6 four hours as at firſt, and thus conti- 
60 nued for the ſpace of twenty-eight days. 
cc After that, half a drachm of the bark 
« was given every ſixth houragain, for five 
« or fix days longer; and during the 
cc «© whole time of the cure, the patient 
60 took ten ounces of the bark. 
« All the muſcles and tendons of the 
; foot, 


— 
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4 gt, which were. already putrefied by +...» 
« a perfect mortification, before the ba 
* was given, were gradually ſeparated or 

« caſt off; but the bones of the toes, 

* metatarſus, and tarſus, were laid bare © 
«x and cut off by degrees as hey: became : 
6 corrupted. | | 

The whole cure was. completed. in 
about ſeven months, ſo that the pa- 
** tient could walk with a wooden leg; 

4 and afterwards acquired a good ſtate of 
et health * ;” and as theſe effects are com- 
mon to 3 1 ſimilar inſtances, I 
think they proved what dir John Pringle r 
aſſerts, “ That in gangrenes, where the bt. 
veſſels are relaxed, the blood diſſolved qeeige. 
or diſpoſed to putrefaction, either from 
% bad habit, or the abſorption of pu- 

4 trig matter, the bark i 8: ſpecific,” 


2 See Philoſ. Tast. No. 46 or c Van Swiet. Com, 
_ EE Aph. v. iv, p. 104. 9 
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In theſe, and other inſtances we 
might mention, the bark ſeems to have 
ſupported nervous energy, to have cor- 
rected an ill ſtate of the juices, and to 
have enabled nature to ex pt the materia 


„ = - % 


| rium diſappeared, * pulſe was raiſed, 


a red circle encompaſſed the gangrened 


parts, the diſeaſe was ſtopped, and ab- 


ſceſſes near to the putrid parts followed 
its being taken, Theſe abſceſſes have al- 
ways been eſteemed indications of fafe- 
ty ; and it is reaſonable to conclude up- 
on à complete eriſis being thus obtained, 
the patient will recover if he has ſtrength 
ought to ſupport the diſcharge. 

The other kind of this diſorder is al- 


, fo ſometimes local, and is accompanied 


with a gangrenous emphyſema, which is 
the characteriſtic of the diſeaſe, and diſ- 
covers the tragedy that is acting under 
the ſkin before it is apparently affected; 
yy F 
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the fleſh being perfectly ſenſible to every f 


impreſſion, and diſcharging blood freely 
upon inciſions being made. It is hard 
to diſcover the ſtate of the fluids which 
produce this affection, though the cellu- 
lar membrane is deſtroyed and becomes 
putrid almoſt at the onſet of the diſeaſe: 
probably they are highly active and poſ- 
ſeſs great acrimony; and perhaps ſome 
kind of fermentation may ariſe upon their 
being extrayaſated. All we know with 
certainty is, that immediately upon their 
ſtagnating, air · bubbles are formed, and a 
| flatulent ſwelling and putrefaction are the 
conſequences, . It muſt however be ob- 
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ſerved, that this differs very much from. 


the emphyſema at tending | fractured ribs, 


&c. in which the fluids are generally 


free from acrimony; and we have therefore 


Joined the epithet gangrenous to diſtin- 
guiſh one from the other. 


No 


| / 
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No part of the body is more ſubject to 


this diſorder than the ſcrotum ; ſome- 
times in conſequence af urine having 


made its way into the cellular membrane, 


, through openings conſequent of ſtrictures 


in the urethra; and ſometimes in conſe- 


quence of inflammation brou ght on by a 


metaſtaſis of matter, &c. It is ealy to 
conceive how a diſcaſe of this kind may 
happen from urine lodging in the cells 


and becoming very active by heat and 
ſtagnation; or when it happens from a 
metaſtaſis, I think with Hildanus * it 


% may be owing to the moiſture and 
laxity of the part, and being near to 


cc ſeveral emunctories that ſecret excre- 
mentitious fluids, which, by Pl tardy paſ- 


ſage, acquire acrimony. The fſerotum i is 


one of thoſe parts of the body which 


Fooneſt n 8 deprived of life ; 


a: Cent. 5. ob. 77. p. 468. | 
a gangrenous 


* - On Gangrene. 
a gangrenous emphyſema ſoon ſhewing 
itſelf there in dead bodies; and wWhe- 
ther the reaſons juſt aſſigned for i its hap-. 
pening be true or falſe, I think we may 
| hence conclude, that there is a local cauſe 
in the ſcrotum for the gan eſs: of which 
we are ſpeaking. 

This kind of gangrene, when ia; is 


confined to the cellular membrane imme- 


3 | 
” 4 : 


| The pokes | 
it affects 
— — lo- 


diately under the ſkin ; nor do the parts wet 


underneath looſe their natural colour, or 


are they diſtended with wind for ſome 


time ; and the blood in them alſo retains 
its uſual colour and fluidity during the 
progreſs of the diſeaſe. But of all others, 


that which ariſes fi ram urine eſcaping in- 


to the cellular membrane of the {crotum, 
in a good habit of body, is moſt cer- 
tainly in this predicament, and claims our 
firſt notice on account of its ſimplicity : 


as it teaches, if we can remove the irritat- 


ing cauſe together with the Su0grenous 


air, 
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| On Gangrene. & » 
al, we put an end to the progreſs of the 
complaint; becauſe when the urine and 
wind are diſcharged by a large inciſion, 

we readily cure the ulcer by mild antifep- 


tic cataplaſms, digeſtives, &c. 


There is no material difference between 
this and the emphyſematous gangrene 


ariſing from a complete metaftafis of mat- 


ter in the ſcrotum; for as ſoon as it be- 


"—gins to reſemble a blown bladder, the 


buſineſs is to make a large inciſion to let 


out the confined air. For by waiting 


for ſuppuration, which can ſeldom or 
never happen, we ſuffer the putrefaction 


to increaſe and give the gangrenous ichor 


an opportunity of ſpreading along the 
cellular membrane. Whereas when the 


air is ſet at liberty and digeſtive balfams, 


&c. applied, we ſtop the progreſs of the 


difeafe®, However, when the meraſta- 


„Does not the ſucceſs of this practice confirm our 
about the effects of letting out confined air in 
abſceſſes ? 


\ 


fs is complete, more muſt be done to re- 
cover the patient; and after taking ſome 
notice of the attendant ſymptoms, we 
ſhall be more particular about the exter- 
nal and internal treatment that may be 


neceſſary. 
When this kind of. gangrene is per- 


fectly local, it ſeldom, if properly treated, 


occaſions any other kind of fever than 


ſuch as is common to local inflammation; 


but when the criſis is incomplete, like 


8 


Symp= 


the partial criſis we have already ſpoken 


of in the inflammatory gangrene, the fever 
increaſes with delirium, tremor, a quick, 
weak, fluttering pulſe, a wildneſs in the 
looks, and other deſperate ſymptoms that 


will be deſcribed in the caſes we ſhall re- 


abſceſſes? For the only difference is, that gangrenous air 


produces more violent effects than atmoſpheric air, which 


enters ab extra, and becomes more active from being con- 
ned in the cavity of a common gathering. 
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late: Wierefbré tis töne is to be loſt in 


the Pal of active menfures to _—_ ind 
by diſeaſe. 


How to 
be treat- 
ed. 


For this purpsts incifions/are to be Ade 
into the ferotum, not only to diſcharge 
gangrenous air, but that antiſeptic dreſſ- 
ings'may be applied fuited to the ſtate of 
inflammation. If conſiderable, they 
ſhould be incapable of increaſing it, and 


therefore ſpirit of ſea-falt in water, which 


s a cooling antiſeptic and ſeems to have a 


property of correcting the acrimony by 


which air-bubbles are raiſed, ſhould be 
applied; nor can we in this place omit 


making a ſhort abſtract of the notable 


inſtance in the Baron Van Swieten's 
Commentaries, which extended this 
practice. 5 
« A man, forty years of age, of a ro- 

« buſt and healthy conſtitution, after 
« a ſlight ſtrangury, and taking terebin- 
* thinated balſam of ſulphur, felt a pain 
in 


On: IG ION» 
« inthe nerigmany and a ſurprizing tre- 


* mor_ both in the ſcrotum and penis. 
An emollient fomentation was applied 


*« outwardly ; he was let blood and took 
„ ſome cooling purges, &c. but with- 
« out any great advantage, for he could 
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e only make a few drops of very feetid - 


« water with great difficulty. On the 


« ſeventh day the ſcrotum was ſwelled to 


44 monſtrous ſize, as alſo one ſide of 
« the ſpoagious ſubſtance of the penis. 


The next day the ſcrotum being gangre- 


ned, burſt and diſcharged a bloodyfanies; 


« and one fide of the penis ſeemed to be 
« affected with the ſame diſorder. Up- 


« on this, antiſeptic fomentations and: Can : n 


« taplaſms were applied. Scarifications 
0 were made; and as the putrefaction was 
te terrible, ſpirit of ſea · ſalt, diluted with 
« ſix times the quantity of water, was 


« applied to the gangrened parts, which | 
prevented the miſchicf from ſpreading * | 
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« farther. "Afterwards more deep ſcari- 
« fications were made, and the parts being 
e covered with linen cloth dipped in the 
«© ſame mixture, &c. the gangrene was 
s perfectly ſubdued, and a ſeparation of 
te the dead parts which extended to the 
4 proin, followed,” 

Indeed, if we may form any OE ROY 
Wbt th effects of this remedy from the 


| ſtopping of the gangrene after the gran- 


grenous air is diſcharged, it las the ap- 


pearance of doing Need fervice : but 


when the gangrene is ſtopped, the pu- 
trid Noughs will come away more readily | 


under the uſe of a mild digeſtive balſam, 

with as much decoction of myrrh. beat 
into it as it will convenicntly take. For 
whether theſe dreſſings mix with the 
matter in the ſore or not, if they are of 


a Proper confiftence, they drain upon and 


unite with the ſolid parts, and defend them 
from the effects of acrimony. The ex- 
1 ternal 


On Gangrene. 


tatiidl parts may be coveted wich ie er- 
taplaſm compoſed of oil, vinegar, and 


oatmeal, made by boiling the cil and 


vinegar together, and then ſtirring 1 in as 
much oatmeal as will give it a proper 
conſiſtence; which is a good antiſeptic, 
and by promoting perſpiration commonly 
produces the effects we deſire. 

But where the inflammation is over- 


come by a mortification taking place, 


ſpirituous antiſeptics joined with the bal- 
ſams, or uſed as lotions, are more power- 
ful affiſtants. To the inflamed parts 
ſurrounding the gangrene, a cooling de- 
Fenſative may be applied; but to thoſe 
which are become putrid, the ſtale-beer 
pultice, with the addition of powdered 
chamomile flowers, wormwood, or other 
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warm antiſeptics, according to the degree 


of putrefaction, is preferable. But I do not 


approve of the practice, in this inſtance, of 


IE with hot ſtupes, however me- 


2 2 dicated, 
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Hot fo- dicated, before the air 1s it at liberty ; 


Meniga- 


tion, nor even then, otherwiſe than the appli- 
_ cation of flannels wet in an antiſeptic 
Acecoction made warm, to waſh off offen- 
ſive matter. Becauſe we have undeni- 
able evidence that they accelerate the 
abſorption of putrid matter, and alſo diſ- 
perſe it into the neighbouring parts, and 
probably rarify and render more active 
the gangrenous air. We ſhall hereafter 
ſhew, by plain facts, that hot fomenta- 
tions inereaſe putrefaction in putrid ul- 
cers. And ſhould we employ an hazard- 
ous remedy where increaſing the circula- 
ctiom is not the point in view I have 
never uſed them for ſeveral years in a 
gangrene attended with an empbyſema, 
except by way of lotion; and as far as I 
can judge, I have ſuccceded more expe- 
= ae and _ mos at aſſiſt- 
=  - | Regunding the intenal treatment, it 
* | TH W ES: 1 muſt 
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Pg 
muſt be obſerved, that the ſtate of inflam- 
mation, and the ſymptoms attending it, 
ſhould not induce us to uſe the lancet 


after the emphyſema begins to appear: 
for though it may abate heat, yet the cir- 


culation in this appendage being naturally 
weak and flow, by abating the action of 
the heart and rendering it incapable of 
forcing the blood through the ſmall veſ- 
ſels, it aggravates the complaint. Mr. 
Douglas“ has given us a caſe where fix 
ounces of blood only, taken from a man 
of a full habit of body with a quick full 
hard pulſe, brought on a mortification 
the ſize of a crown piece in an inflam- 
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ment 


mation of the ſcrotum, after the opera- 


tion of the hydrocele, where no emphy- 
ſema appeared. The pulſe ſunk amaz- 
ingly after the bleeding; the ſwelling of 
the affected part increaſed ; and he ven- 
tures to affirm that if the patient had 

* On Hydrocele 149. 


Z 3 oſt 


4 

i iþ 
U 

þ iq 

$4 


AA 
3 —— 8 _ e 2 
IK * r 
= vm rm ho 4 -- 1. — 


— 


I, 
— 


n 
Qt 
be. 
2 o 
I 7 
4 
5 
A. 
3 
* 
5 
5 1 
775 r 
l 7 
1 
* 


? "IF - 2 Va — a * 4 "4 - ; be - x #47 * 7 * 
8 * . — Y 44” —_— — * 4 * 
— 3 * 22 — 2 2 * 4 ,- 


_ 7 1 4 
Tod. 0 ”Y t DIS i 2 = 
F pls 9 x e RAGS Q 
J. Lotte OE EE $4 
14. D 8 


— r gnag 
a 3 
* 


I _ 
— 2 


er 
— 

v : 

P 0 


r 
„ r EEE ASA 
f ” 
Z 
* 


: _—_——— ”_  ; 3 
P 
#2 — 1 8 T 
N 
A 


1 * 9 > 2 * DW — — — a $7 - — 7 
a * — «I * a * * * K 6 . v mg 8 o i 7 5 7 7 = « 2 * 
by, the, + OO E Th 32% WAY, e 8 —_ A 2 ' &. * 4 P 
18 = I 2x * * 7 „ n T2 P20 . 7 * r £ 445 and — = 7 
. * 2 n 1 v by 4 Nee * SE ng 5 8 & - thy,” . 287 Ft. 1 * M 4 _——— . 
9 de e ms: — { 1 g : ; 
x 0 * 5 1 A 


* 
5 1 3 ———— e n 2 — * 
ver : F Rr 2 2 ms wo. — = * 
: r 8 e 97 248 oh 4 — be + MEET . 5 COLT == x "tha (ey 
——_ _ — n S ˖ cf ME Ky — +; > 45 4 : os — 2 2 n — — — — — 
3 rr eee 3 A FEISS. + 8 e * We 3 — ps n $440 "4 + 1 ht as — backs. ooo * * 2 4 


. 
IT loft twelve or. ſixteen. ounces. af blood, 
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the whole ſerotum would in all 5 5 


| lity have mortified, and the event have 


| proved. fatal. Nor is this the only caſe 
he relates where bleeding ſeems to have 
had a ſimilar effect . 


1 


„ On Thurſday, a gentleman between 


ce thirty and forty years of age had, it Was 


$ thought, a ſwelling of his teſticles from 


%a gonorrhcea being ſuppreſſed ; and 


going as uſual into company, and in- 


« dulging himſelf, the ſwelling was 


* much increaſed and attended with 


<, weight and great pain, They ſeemed 
t to be not only much enlarged but alſo 
t inflamed ; the ſubſtance of the /crozum 
« had acquired a uniform globular ap- 


. pearance and was equal in ſize to a 


large ſheep's bladder blown, The pain 
«was not ſolely confined to the ſcrotum 


tt but ſeemed to follow the direction of 


aſe geh. p. 210. 
5 e the 
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« the ſpermatie chord, and gave him a 
** good deal of uneaſineſs in his loins. His | 
„ pulſe was quick, but neither full nor 8 Wh 
« hard; his thirſt was conſiderable and 
% attended with univerſal heat. 
It was recommended to him to loſe ; 
twelve ounces of blood immediately, tv 
„take a cooling purge, to lie in bed, and 
“to make uſe of the /otus communis, 
« morning and evening, covering the 
*« ſcrotum afterwards with a cataplaſin 
of bread, milk, and oil; to keep the 
* parts ſuſpended with a bag- truſs, and 
« to drink plentifully of barley water, 
and ſuch ſmall diluting liquors, as alſo 
«6 to be ſparing in his diet, and to con- 
*« fine himſelf · to water gruel, panada or 
1% ſome ſuch food. On Friday morning 
* his feveriſh ſymptoms were much a- 
40 bated, though he had paſſed the night 
1 but indifferently, the pain being con- 
e ſtant and very great. The tenſion and Wn 
| % ſwelling 


: } WS = 8 SIP 
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55 40 ſelling. were not leſſened, but, on the 

1 « contrary, increaſed; for the ſpermatic 

5 chord was obſerved to be more enlarg- 

5 ed, and much harder. He was” or- 
5 1c dered to be bleed again immediately; to 


continue diluting plentifully, and to 
t take a ſcruple of nitre every four hours 
ein a draught of barley water, or ſome 
e other ſinall liquor; alſo the fatus and 
| <* cataplaſm to be repeated. He com- 
e plained to-day likewiſe, of a tickling 
SP _** cough, which he ſaid increaſed the 
pain in the ſcrotum very much; for. 
„this he was directed to take half a 
« ſcruple of the ſoap pill, at night. 
On Saturday it was found he had 
5 « paſſed the night much, better, but ſill 
his pain was very conſiderable, with 
« the ſwelling and tenſion not at all abat- 
| « ed. In one part there was an evident 
« fluctuation of matter, which pointed 
« outwards; all thoughts therefore of 
* reſolving 
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4 reſolving the tumor were laid aſide alt 
« preſent, and maturation was encouraged Wo 
by ſubſtituting the catapigſina maturans - 
ein the place of the former. The pa- 
<« tient was directed alſo to fake his idep 
« pills at night. | 
% On Sunday the fluctuation of matter 
« was very manifeſt, though the quantity 
«« ſeemed to be but ſmall ; in order there« 
fore to evacuate the matter, and to ſet 
« the parts ſomewhat at liberty, an open- 
« ing was made by an expert ſurgeon, and 
a ſmall quantity of very fœtid matter 
« wasdiſcharged. The pain was not in the 
« leaſt relieved by this operation; the 
« ſwelling was not diminiſhed, nor was 
it any ſofter. to the touch; but in a 
« few hours all the ſymptoms became 
«© worſe, and the tenſion was extended 
* to the abdominal muſcles. 
*« On "oy morning the wound 
: 46 * 
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vs * (ulcer) was + covered with a Nough: at 
1 and the mel was extremely offenſive ; 

ce the colour of the part was changed 

from a florid hue to a deep red; the 
ce pulſe intermitted very frequently, and 
e here and there upon the abdomen were 
c {ſmall veſiccations. After this, though 
deep ſcarifications were made, warm 
1 digeſtives, antiſeptic fomentations, 
with pt. vini camphor ; and the cara 


e plaſma e cymeno _ ; he died in 
* the evening. 


Upon opening the ſcrotum, matter 
0 was found diffuſed through its cellular 
4 fſubſtance, as well as through the tegu- 
f ments of the abdomen, in ſmall quan- 
« tity, little more than was: ſufficient to 
* ſtain the knife, of a moſt offenſive 
«.{nell. Each teſticle in its funica va. 
% pinalis, appeared to be very conſider- 
e 9 enlarged, as alſo the ſpermatic 
„ chord 


On Gangrene. 


chord; but upon cutting through the 
* tunica vaginalis, the teſticle and epididi- 
t mus were found in a perfect ſound Rate, 


not the leaſt enlarged in their fize, nor 
_ * diſcoloured, or at all diſeaſed; the 


347 


* whole bulk of the part was made up of 


* the fabiance of the ſcrotum, and the 


t tunica paginalis, which was two-thirds 
* of an inch thick, and extended to the 
« ſpermatic chord ag far as the rings of 
« the abdominal muſcles. There was. 
** no matter between the tunj;ca albuginea 
and tunica vaginalis, nor in ſhort any 
where elſe, excepting the quantity 


mentioned above, diffuſed through the 


« cellular membrane: and though it is a 
generally received opinion, that a Hernia 
« humoral:s is a diſeaſe of the teſticle it- 
« ſelf, yet in this inſtance the tunica va- 
*« ginalis and not the body of the teſticle 
was the ſeat of the complaint.” And 
do not we find it always ſo in the ſe- 


paration 
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On Gangrene- 


paration of the parts by the diſeaſe of 
which we are ſpeaking ? MY 

We ſhould be cautious therefore in 
ſuffering the ſtrength of the patient to 
be leſſened, either by diet or medicines, 


after the emphyſema has begun to appear ; 


nor ſhould any applications be uſed that 
may promote the abſorption of matter. 
The fever arifing from local inflamma- 
tion will be removed by topical remedies, 


and immediately making a large incifion 


into the inflamed parts. Keeping the 
bowels open, and giving faline draughts, 
with ſmall doſes of opium where in- 


creaſed irritability requires it, will be ſuf. 


ficient, while the fever makes them ne- 
ceſſary; drinking ſpirit of nitre-punch, 
&c. for common drink. But as ſoon as 
the pulſe begins to ſink from the inflam- 
mation being abated, the bark ſhould be 
given either joined with theſe remedies, 
with ſpirit of falt, ſweet ſpirit of vitriol, 


Y On Gangrene. 9 | 
by itſelf, or with wine, as the degree: of 


heat,” putrefaction, an engen N 17 


quite. id wet; 

By this treatment 1 have unte 
ſeen a happy iſſue of the diſeaſe in queſ- 
tion; and though it not unfrequeatly 
happens that. the teſticles are left . quite 
bare for a time, yet they are again cove- 
red with a new ſkin from the neighbour- 
ing parts; even in thoſe deſperate caſes 
where from the great loſs of ſubſtance 


one would at firſt i imagine it could not 
poſſibly happen : with which every man 
converſant.in buſineſs muſt be well act 
quainted. But we will illuſtrate what 
we have been ſaying by ſome caſes. 
A man, aged fifty-ſix, of a very, groſs 
habit of body from hard drinking and an 
inactive life, on February 24th, 17525 | 
.complained of a violent pain in his head; 

his tongue was dry, and his body hot and 
Koſtive, with a quick and weak. pulſe; 
view wherefore 


* 
* A 


wherefore I gave him a gentle purge 


which procured two ſtools, and afterwards 


a faline julep with barley water; yet his 


«= * F li 


"ſever rather increaſed, and appearing to be 
: we the flow nervous kind, | ſome pubuts 


e, was added to theſe 


On the 28th T Wund d 5e 


digiouſſy fwelled without any very great 


degree of inflammation. I obſerved a 
Particular wildneſs in his looks, which 
made me apprehenſive of a gangrene ; 


and notwithſtanding the part was fo- 


mented and covered with the Theriata 


Tondinegſit, the | ſtratum next day was 


about three years of age, and the penis 


Gown to the tunica albuginea were entire- 


enlarged to khe fize of a child's head, 


in proportion. Upon deep inciſions be- 
ing made, an amazing quantity of wind 
was diſcharged. All the integuments 


WER; the teftickes and their veſſes 
only 


* 
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only remaining free from putrefaction. 
He had now a weak fluttering dalle a 
univerſal reſtleſſneſs, his faces came away 
involuntarily, and he was delirious. He 
was dreſſed with digeſtive balſam added 
to the other applications, and this day at 
eight in the morning he began to take 
two ſcruples' of bark every three hours. 
Next morning (29th) at ten o'clock, 
the mortification had made but little 
progreſs, though the reſt of the ſymp- 
toms, except the wild looks; continued 
much the ſame; but the day following 
a red circle encompaſſed the mortified | 
parts, he had got ſome reſt, to which he 
was a ſtranger, and his pulſe was conſider- 
ably raiſed. The dead began to ſepa- 
rate from the living parts in a ſhort time, 
accompanied with digeſtion. He became. 
quite ſenſible, an abſceſs appeared near 
the rings of the abdominal muſcles; 
which was opened and diſcharged good 
| matter 
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WM matter; and afterwards another abſceſs 
| formed in perinæo and round the rectum, 
| containing more than a pint of pus; but 
it being let out we-met with no other in- 
| terruption to the cure; and ſo much ſkin 
wu preſerved, as covered the. teſticles. 
hee took about ſeven ounces of bark in 
tze whole, which I apprehend aſſiſted 
X the ſuppuration; and he enjoyed a good 
ſtate of health many a n the re- 
mainder of his liſe. es 
» A gentleman, about fifty years of age, 
who had ſuffered from a ſtricture in the 
urethra ſome years before, though no 
ways intemperate, had after two or three 
days illneſs a metaſtaſisof matter into the 
'. fſerotum ; a gangrenous emphyſema fol- 
lowed; and the ſymptoms of a gan- 
grene beginning to appear, my aſſiſtance 
was deſired. I found him in a fever, with 
a quick weak pulſe; his bowels had been 


opened, and | immediately ordered a free 
inciſion 
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inciſion to be made into the affected part: 


a large quantity of air was diſcharged, and 
we found all the membranes in the inſide 


of the ſcrotum putrefied Antiſeptic di- 
geſtives were applied, and the whole 
ſcrotum was covered with a cataplaſm of 


oatmeal, vinegar and oil. Cooling anti- 


ſeptic draughts with laudanum, were or- 
dered this evening, and next morning 
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finding the heat abated, he began the 


bark ; and by continuing the ſame dreſs 
| ings twice a day, recovered: a great part of 


the ſcrotum ſloughed away; the teſticles 


were left bare, but their covering was re- 


ſtored, with a new ſkin. Since this I have ; 


ſeen ſeveral fimilarinſtances*, but it would 
be uſeleſs to deſcribe them, becauſe they 
all (except one in a worn out conſtitu- 
tion) terminated under the ſame kind of 
treatment in the ſame manner. This ac- 


* See Hildan. cent. 5. ob. rn and Van Sweit. 
ſect. 432. 


Aa ; count 


n 
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count materially differs from that given by | 


Hildanus *, who owns that of an almoſt 
infinite number of perſons whom he had 


; ſeen with a gangrene of the ſcrotum, he 
never knew one recover; ſo that he ſtood 
amazed at a cure of this kind communi- 


cated by Holzemius, as a prodigy in the 


art, declaring that neither himſelf nor 


any other phyſician in his days faw or 
heard of the like. I can no way aſſign a 


reaſon for ſuch a declaration, unleſs we 
ſuppoſe it owing to a treatment different 
from that uſed by the moderns ; and it is 
worthy of remark, that in caſes referred to 


by theſe writers, fomentations ſeem to have 


been omitted and the affected parts ſponta- 


neouſly ſeparated under antiſeptic cata- 


Not al- 


ways con- | 


fined to 
the ſcro- 
tum, 


plaſms alone. 


This kind of local gangrene is not 
wholly confined to the ſcrotum; for we 


meet with it, though very rarely, in the 
. * See alſo Vander Wiel. cent. prim. ob. 85. 
= extremities 


- * 
. N 
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ting fluids, whether blood or lymph, ge- 
nerating air which ſpreads itſelf ſlowly, 
and in no great quantity, to ſome di- 
ſtance through the cellular membrane. 
I formerly gave an inſtance of this kind, 
where I thought the patient was cured by 
bark and nitre, after incifions were made 


355 
extremities after accidents : the fiagna+ 


and digeſtives applied ; but I have ſince 
learned; that inciſions and topical appli- we 


cations alone ſtopped the progreſs of | 


this diſeaſe, and I only give the bark 
afterwards to finiſh the cure. N 

At that time, I thought theſe to s 
ſpreading gangrenes ; but I am perſuaded, 
where the emphyſema does not affect the 
muſcles in'the manner we ſhall deſcribe, 
that they are local; becauſe they are almoſt 
certainly cured, if the habit be any thing 
tolerable, In the limbs I apply an 
anodyne defenſative above the inflamed 


* which commonly brings on per- 
b A a 2 ſpiration 
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ſpiration; but in other reſpects I treat 
them like a local gangrene of the /cro- 
tum. The wild look which ſometimes 
happens in this inſtance, | is not any 
/ argument in favour of their not being 
local; for it may be obſerved that 
it is ſometimes preſent in local gan- 
grenes, and abſent in thoſe which are 
A curious Tpreading ; ; and vice verſa, owing probably 
1 * o the ſtate of the nerves. I therefore 
affection, foo upon this to be a curious inſtance of 


nervous affection in particular habits; for 


the approach of death, in the diſeaſed 
part, ſeems to communicate horror to the 


whole body, © becauſe it diſappears as 
ſoon as the local complaint is relieved. 
In theſe inſtances, I have long preferred 
common faline draughts, ſpirit of nitre, 

ſweet ſpirit of vitriol, and ſpirit of falt, 
to nitre; becauſe it is apt to diſagree with 
the ſtomach: : and though they may not 
cool equal to nitre, thn they are more 
| powerful 
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powerful intiſeptics, and ſufficient _ 


ers, till the inflammation and fever per- 


mit a junction with the bark. 

It is ſaid, gangrenes in armies and nor- 
thern countries often ariſe from the pe- 
netration of froſty particles; and to pre- 
vent its generating into a ſphacelus,” we 


are direfted to apply ſnow or cold water; 


and, if authority is to be depended upon, 
they will commonly be ſufficient for the 


purpoſe. Whereas we are told, the im- 


mediate application of heat quickens the 
progreſs of putrefaction, and ought to be 
avoided. This ſubject is diſcufled in the 
454th and following ſections of the 
Baron Van Swieten's Commentary, to 
which I refer ; not having ſufficient ex- 
perience myſelf to determine whether 
this method of treatment will preyent a 
mortification from froſt, &c. taking place. 
In the gangrenes I have met with of 
this fort, the hand, for inſtance, is exceſ- 

Aa z + ._ bvely 


. IO I 
POO. ON er AY Wn We 


— 


—— oo ——— ——— — —ęV A — ——«„% : —— — 
1 


. 


_ 2 
— — — . , ˖ Ä —— Ing ANG AN ts 
11 


C 


r Ä ]⁰ ro M ⁰ V rr 
* 
” * 


fively cold, and violently ſwelled; and the 


ſkin! and cellular membrane, ate loaded 
with ſerum, or lymph : but it &mmon» 
ly gives way to a mild ftale beer, or vi- 
Senßens art necrfliry to unload the part. 
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CHAP. W. 


on SPREADING GANGRENES, = 


HE gangrene which ariſes fimply 


quent ſtagnation of the juices, whether 


from an injury or a metaſtaſis of matter, 


ſometimes degenerates into a /phacelus, 


from inflammation, and a conſe- 


and affecting the whole body deſtroys the 


patient ; but as it ceaſes to be a gangrene 
before it makes this progreſs, it muſt he 
treated of in another chapter. | 
The ſpreading gangrene, of which we 
now mean to ſpeak, is that accompanied 
with a gangrenous emphy/ema ; and ſeems 


to ariſe principally from a gangrenous 
diſpoſition in the juices, or, as Wiſeman 
Expreſſes it, from the degeneration of hu- 
mours in, unſound bodies. Becauſe in- 


flammation accompanied with a mildneſs 


Cauſe, | 
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in the fluids almoſt under any ſtate of ir- 
ritability, either diſperſes or occaſions 
ſuppuration. I think I have ſeen it 
oftener in accidents than in inflammation 
from other cauſes ; 3 but I have alſo ſeen 
it come on from a putrid diſpoſition in 
the juices, the remnant of a putrid fe- 
fer. 

When it is the 1 of inju- 
ries, the lymph which ſtagnates about 
the injuted part immediately inflames and 
corrodes the veſſels which contain it; and 
then air- bubbles in the membrana adi- 
Poſa, and other membranes, are inſtantly 
formed: which air- bubbles, by increaſing 
the inflammation, are increaſed them- 
ſelves, and extended immediately, upon 
the ſmalleſt degree of obſtruction taking 
place, all over the limb, and from thence 
through t the whole bod ly. They are not 
confined to the external cellular mem- 


brane immediately under the ſkin, as in a 
local 
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local gangtene; but they even pervade it 
in the moſt minute muſcular fibres, and di 
thus produce a general gangrenous emphy- 
ſema. © A fever during this ſtate frequent- 
ly comes on, accompained with a deliri- 
um, great dejection of ſpirits, and often 
a particular wildneſs in: the looks; the 
pulſe is either quick, low, weak and 
fluttering ; or quick, unequal, and hard. 
The degree of preternatural irritability 
and morbid diſpoſition of the fluids, favour 
the moſt ſwift progreſs of the diſeaſe ; the 
air-bubbles ſometimes run like wild fire; 
from cell to cell; and the ſcene is not un- 

commonly cloſed with a rapidity, that 
will not admit of aſſiſtance. _— 
If an inciſion he made into the affected 
part, when the air- bubbles are firſt form- 
ed, it is ſenſible, and blood is diſcharged 
from the arteries in a florid ſtate, as freely 
as uſual ; the membrana adipoſa is of a 
darkiſh yellow colour, and the. muſcles 
only 


only appear browner than common. Af. 
teerwards the ſkin becomes inflated, and 
the muſcles, not yet having loſt their 
ſhape, frequently force themſelyes out, 
immediately upon making an inciſion, 
with a large diſcharge of wind, and a 
__ _ » quantity of frothy matter. The blood in 
the veſſels is now tur ned to ablack co- 
agulated maſs, the membrana adipoſe, and 
the membranes in the interſtices of the 
muſcles and fibres, and the muſcles 
themſelves, putrefy; and laſtly, the ſkin 
alſo becomes livid and putrid ; from all 
which it feemg evident, that a gangrene 
brings on a ſphacelug while the blood is 
yet circulating i in the veſſels. 

A young gentleman about fourteen 
years of age, had been ill of a putrid fe- 
yer at a boarding- ſchool, and as ſoon as 

de was able to trayel he returned to his 
native air in hope of recovery; but not- 
Wand he had the affiſtance of an 


experienced 


, m . — — — 
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experienced phyſician, and the bark was; 
freely given, in leſs than a month an in- 
flammation appeared in one cheek, a gan- 
grenous emphyſema followed, and a ge- 
neral ſtate of putrefaction took Ps! in 
two or three days, 

I remember a waggon-wheel running a 
over a man's arm, occaſioned a ſimple 
fracture; but though proper care was im- | 
mediately taken of it, in two days time 3 
an emphyſema ſpread up the arm, and ali! 

over the breaſt, ſhoulders, and neck, _ 
and he died on the third thy, But the. 8 
— was in a hard drinker, 4 while he 
was hot in fleſh, from taking down an 
enormous quantity of exceeding ſtrong ale, "on 
received a wound through the ſkin of his | 
thigh, about four inches long, A mode.  , * 
rate degree of inflammation followed; 

but next day the thigh ſwelled very 

much from an emphy/ema poſſeſſing every 

Pa 


% 


Ll 
\ * * 


part of it; a moſt, corroflive ichor was 
diſcharged, and the day following, when 

he died, the whole body was in a ſtate of 
putrefaction, the corpſe immediately be- 

coming the moſt offenſive I ever knew: 

fairly evincing how much a bad habit of 

body, and an inflamed ſtate of juices, 
contribute to this unfortunate termina- 

tion. In ſound habits, the effects of at- 

The Thedif moſpheric air from being confined in 
8 of wounds, are great ſuppuration, abſceſs 


Rs and hectic; but in a bad habit of body 
* ',,where the lymphatic juices are acrid, or 


and.vad  haye a morbid diſpoſition, Lam perſuad- | 
body. _ed it often, by increaſing acrimony, brings 
on the diſeaſe in queſtion, eſpecially 
when the air is conveyed into the part in 

a cold ſtream. _ 80 1 
I took a ſcirrhus out of a gentlewo- 
man's breaſt, ſubject to eruptions, and 
glandular ſwellings, but I never in my 

life faw a greater proſpect of ſucceſs, 


di N 
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digeſtion having come on to my wiſhes 3 
and the patient was even ſo well, in one 
week, as to play ſeveral pools at quadrille. 
But unfortunately ſitting with the affe&- 
ed ſide, unknown to me (for I never'faw 
her out of bed), againſt a window 
which did not ſhut cloſe, three or four 
ſucceſſive days; a gangrene invaded all 
the parts which had been inflamed (and 
| thence more irritable“) in conſequence 
of the operation, The whole ſide and 
neck were ſoon. inflated, the ſkin felt 
ſpringy, ruſtled upon being touched, and 
death prevailed before a /þhacelus, which 
was coming on, had time ane to 
give its aſſiſtance. | 
I remember, early in life, to have fren | 
the ſame accident in a man's leg, who 
had been a hard drinker. He had a con- 
tuſed wound, not larger than a fix-pence, 
upon his ſkin, attended with inflam- 
* See Ef, on Irrit, in general, p. 206. 


mation ; 


866 Go ch 


abc and lying in a poor little cbt 
tage upon a ſquab, with his leg againſt a 
wretched door, a ſpreading gangrene ſoon 
* and finiſhed his life. 

A ftrong luſty working man, aged 
about thirty-five, on the roth of Decem- 
ber, 1751, fell from a beam. His foot 
catching upon a joiſt, the leg was frac- 
tured betwixt the calf and the ancle, and 

the ribia juſt raiſed through the ſkin; fo 
chat reduction was accompliſhed, and the 
leg laid ſtrait with very little trouble. 
Retentive bandage only was employed. 
A large quantity of blood“ was taken 
away, and he was directed to drink bar- 
ley-water Plentifully, to make him per- 
_ k ApJ 

Next morning, (11th) his foot and 

| leg were warm, there was a particular 
wildneſs in his looks, though the frac- 


This blood upon flanding a while, was of a florid 
appearance, and looſe texture, 


ture 


On Gangrene. 367 
ture had not any bad afpect. His pulſe 
was quick, and rather hard, and his 
tongue white and dry. I ordered him 
a ſaline julep and added nitre 15 r 
barley- water. 

The day following, (i 1555 U hs ce 
neſs in his looks was increaſed, with the 
addition of an univerſal tremor, and * 
delirium, to the other ſymptoms. His 
pulſe was much as the day before ; but 
upon taking the dreſſings from his leg, 1 
found a gangrene had invaded the frac- 
tured part, and that the foot was nearly 
cold. Wherefore inciſions through the 
ſkin were immediately. made, dreſſings 
uſual to gangrenes applied, and he be- 
gan to take two ſcruples of bark every 
three hours. I immediately ſent for my 
old, maſter, Dr. Holbrooke, to adviſe wy 
him what was proper to be done; 
whoſe abſence came my colleague, Me,” 
Fiſher, who then practiſed ſurgery with 

deſerved 
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8 reputation. | 
grene had advanced nearly to the middle | 


of his thigh, with an emphyſema reach- 


ing within four inches of the body. His 
in 7 was ſunk from the firſt, yet it was 
much harder and ſtronger than either of 


us could expect, among ſo many deſperate 
fymptoms ; ; but though we ſaw no hopes 
of recovery, we ſcarified, dreſſed as before, 


and continued the bark ; that nothing, 
according to the eſtabliſhed practice at 
that time, might be left undone, while 
life remained. Next morning the abdo- 
men being affected, he died; which fatal 
event probably originated in preternatural 
irritability, a bad ſtate of the juices, and 


the admiſſion of external air into the | 
wound. For I had ſeen the ſmalleſt 


cut, to which he was very liable, as 
being a carpenter, cured with the utmoſt 

difhculty. 
The following 3 appearances i in the af- 
fected 


On Cangrene. 
fected part, preſented themſelves to our 
bbſervation, and fully deſcribe the local 


progreſs of this diſeaſe. When I firſt 


ſaw the gangrene it did not appear to 
have advanced more than one inch above 


the fracture; but upon examining ſtrifly 
with my fingers, I thought I could per- 


ceive a ſmall degree of emphyſema from 
thence to the knee. I made ſeveral inci- 
fions through the ſkin ; the patient was 
very ſenſible of pain from them, and ſome 
florid blood of a looſe texture was diſ- 


charged. Upon examining farther, 1 


perceived the fluids in the membrana adi- 
poſa of a darkiſh yellow colour (which 


probably occaſions the lividneſs in the 


ſkin), and full of very fmall bubbles. 
When we took off the drefling next day, 


this part which appeared ſo little affected 


the day before, was now entirely ſphace- 
lated to the bone ; and upon making an 


inciſion through the ſkin, the muſcles of 
. ; B b | the 
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the leg immediately forced themſelves out 
with a large diſcharge of wind, and a 


quantity of frothy matter. They were 


entire and of a dark brown colour. 
| Upon cutting into them, there appeared 
the ſame frothy matter in the interſtices 


of the fibres. The blood in the veſſels 


was black, and coagulated ; and next 
day the muſcles were of the ſame colour, 


and putrid. ; 
Above the knee, where the gangrene 

had not made fo great progreſs, we 

found the ſkin, membrana adipoſa, and 


part of the muſcles deſtroyed ; ſome- 


what higher, only the ſkin and membra- 
na adipoſa, which was frothy, and dif- 
charged wind upon making of the inci- 


ſions. Still nearer the body, which 


from the aſpect of the ſkin ſeemed to be 


free from gangrene, the juices only in 


the membr ang adipoſa appeared yell ow, 


and filled with little bubbles; the blood 
| from 


On Gangrene. 


from the veſſels in that membrane was 
diſcharged as free as uſual, but was now 
become much thinner than at firſt when 
the gangrene appeared. | 
A tall man, about twenty-five years of 
age, apparently in a moſt healthful ſtate, 
had his ancle torn to pieces ; his bones 
diſlocated, and the muſcles of his leg 
twiſted violently, by the cogs of a mill- 
wheel; but afliſtance being called, re- 
duction was ſoon effected, and proper 
dreſſings applied, with bleeding, and the 
other neceſlary treatment uſual on ſuch 
occaſions. Nevertheleſs, unfavourable 
ſymptoms appeared, and I was deſired to 
ſee him on the third day. I immedately 
ſaw a gangrenous emphyſema had taken 
poſſeſſion of the limb, and that it would 
putrify ; but as his head was quite clear, 
his pulſe nearly regular, and he no ways 
reſtleſs, I was in hopes I had a local gan- 
reno from an external cauſe to deal with, 
N Bb a +, © I'waa 
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1 was however miſtaken, for the muſcles 
forced, themſelves out upon an inciſion 


heing made; the next day the emphyſema 


had reached the abdomen, and he died. 
A man was ſhot into the middle of 
the arm, betwixt the elbow and the 
ſhoulder, with a borſe- piſtol loaded with 
lugs, which tore the brachial artery and 
the muſeles to pieces. I was called on 
the third day, and found a mortification 


| accompanied with 4 violent, gangrenous 


Bark of 
no uſe in 
the mala- 


Ix. 


Indica 


tions. 


_ commended, with ſmall doſes of opium 


emphyſema had taken 15 and the man 
was dying. 
1 have tried bark i in this untractable 
malady. I am convinced it does no good, 
and J am inclined to think it does harm, 
by increaſing inflammation. Keeping 
the bowels open by faline. purges; and 
giving .the cooling antiſeptics before re- 


frequently repeated, ſeem to be indicated, 


Bleeding is a hazardous remedy, be- 


"i J f cauſe 


1 


On Gangrene. 
cauſe nervous energy is ſo very ſoon de- 
ſtroyed. Hot fomentations are injurious 
in the manner deſeribed in ſpeaking of a 
local gangrene; and though inciſions 


through the ſkin ſhould be made, that 


the ſpirit of ſea- ſalt, and other dreſſings 


353 


may be applied, yet I am fearful it may 


ſtill be faid that this kind of ſpreading 


gangrene is incurable, 


Prophylactic treatment may be more 


ſucceſsful ; and I think this cataſtrophe 
may ſometimes be prevented by exclu- 
ding the air: or where this cannot be 
done, by enlarging the wound fo that the 


air which happens to jntroduce itſelf can- 
Not be confined, For I obſerve emphy= 


Prophy- 


ſematous gangrenes, except in the ſcrotum, 


ſeldom or never happen, when by accident 
the wound is made very large. Where- 
as, where there i is already a gangrenous 
temperament, if the opening is only juſt 


„ large 


1 


1 


374 0 9 Gangrene. 
large enough to admit air freely, it inſſ. 
nuates itſelf, and like a ſpark of fire ap- 
plied to a magazine of gun powder, in- 
ſtantly occaſions the blowing up of the 

' Whole. n | 
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CHAP. IX. 
ON SPHACELI IN GENERAL, 


| SPHACELUS, or as ſome have 
: £ A. called it, a necrofs ( mortuus } is an 
extinction of life in the affected part, and 


abſolute putrefaction; from which the 


patient can only be relieved by a ſepara- 
tion or removal of the black putrid mals. 
But it is ſometimes original, and ſome- 
times, as we have juſt obſerved, it is 


the conſequence of a gangrene ; and like 


a gangrene, it is ſometimes local, and 


ſometimes the whole habit of body is at | 


the ſame time diſeaſed. An original a- 
celus, and that produced by another diſ- 
eaſe, often require different treatment ; for 
at the approach of a local ſphacelus 


arifing from exceſs of inflammation, 
N Bb, whether 


cal, and 
ſometimes 


general. 


il 75 3 
il whether brought on in conſequence of 
iq great irritability, by a torrent of acrid 
bp ', » fluids, by the improper uſe of ſtimulat- 
3 ing cataplaſms made with galbanum, 
13 &c. or by great vigor of the conſtitu- 
1 tion; the method we have before re- 
9 commended in the gangrene ariſing from 
5 2 ſtagnation of the juices, appears to be 
| f proper. But when the ſwelling ſubſides, 
| and the parts begin to ſeparate, the me- 
* -thod hereafter to be recommended in an 
original ſphacelus, ſhould be purſued. 
Of this kind was the phacelus in the 
woman's wriſt noticed *, whoſe arm 
was amputated betwixt the living and 
© the dead parts below the elbow. By ap- 
plying a cerate of diachylon, wax and oil, 
ng above and round this joint, pledgets of 
digeſtive, ſoftened with oil to the con- 


fines of the mortification, and over this 
the ſtale beer pultice, the ſeparation ve- 
© # The chapter on amputation, in mortified limbs. 
& — gs | | ry 


ry readily took place: but we were un- 
der great difficulty in ſaving our patient, 


in confequence of the abſorption of 7; 


matter; which, inſtead of a putrid, 
brought on an acute hectio fever, accom- 
panied with the moſt violent white aph- 
the I ever ſaw, and an inceſſent hiccough 
which together harraſſed the patient al- 
molt to deſtruction. The ſurgeon, before 
1 ſaw her, had ordered the bark; but ijt 
would not ſtay upon her ſtomach, nor 
could I make it agree with her in any 
form. Wherefore ſpirit of ſea-falt, 
ſpirit of nitre, Juice of lemon, Ke. 
Were taken without it, in well boiled 
gruel or pectoral decoction; and to theſe 
emollient antiſeptics, laudanum was 
added, in hope of ſubduing the hiccough 

by leſſening the ſenſibility of the gaſ- 
tric nerves. Manna was joined when 
ſhe was coſtive, and a diarrhea, two or 

three times, made it neceſſary after giving 
a doſe 
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2 daſe of rhubarb, with a drop of oil of 


cintamon, to preſcribe a powder. of cha- 
momile flowers and ſtarch. But though 
the ſeparation of the dead parts, which 
were rendered as inoffenſive as ſpirit of 
wine loaded with the antiſeptic gums; 
could make them, went on nearly as well - 
as we could wiſh; yet the aphthæ and its 
conſequences, even after the dead parts 
were removed, were long troubleſome ; 
it ſloughed off however in time; and as 
ſoon as the patient could take broths and 
nouriſhings food, her recovery was not 
interrupted, fo a 133 
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ON A LOCAL 8PHACELUS, | ang 


T is an original N of which Loc 
we now mean to treat; this is 3 
flower in its progreſs than a gangrene, e 
ſeldom fatal, and there is reaſon to hope 
with Hippocrates, that the diſeaſe will 
ſeparate, ſo that the patient may be 
ſaved, loſing only ſuch parts of the body 
as have turned black. 

It ſhews itſelf by putrefaction com- symp- 

N. | | toms, 
ing or without any previous emphy- - 
ſema ; and the diſeaſe ſpreads not by the 
rapid progreſs of air-bubbles, but by an ab- 
ſolute ſtagnation of the blood and juices, 
acrid matter corroding the neighbouring 

in the manner of a cauſtic, 
Now this diſeaſe is commonly local, 


ja the beginning at leaſt, in a good habit 
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350 8 On a txcal Sphacelus. 
of body, when it ariſes from violent in- 


juries ; for where the parts are ſo deſtroy- 


ed, or the inflammation or ſwelling riſes 
ſo high, that a circulation can no longer 


be carried on, putrefaction is a natural 


' conſequence; and the dead parts ſeparate 
by the dreflings commonly applied in 


contuſed wounds, I lately had a man 


under my care, who from a violent 


bruiſe upon his thigh and leg, without 
any wound, had a ſphacelus of this 


kind, Fomentations and remedies uſual 
in bruiſes were applied; but a hard ſwe l- 
ing in the gaftrocnemii muſcles of an en- 


ormous ſize enſued, and in a week's time 
bis foot was cold and inſenſible. The 


tots, and the top of his foot foon became 
black; and upon making inciſions into 


them, nothing but coagulated blood was 


diſcharged, owing apparently to the cir- 
culation being entirely ſtopped by the 
felling above. The ſlale beer poltice 
N : and 


On a local Sphacelus. 


and digeſtives were applied. In time the 
foot dropped off at the ancle, and the 
man recovered. Sometimes indeed it 

| ſpreads through the neighbouring parts 
which partook of the injury, but this 
ſeldom requires particular treatment: 
for when it arrives at thoſe parts in which 
the circulation is tolerably vigorous, it 
ſtops under the ſame management; or 
when obſtinate, it has frequently been 
ſtopped by preventing the paſſage of 
the diſeaſed fluids in the ſound parts. 

The ſymptomatic fever that attends, is is Inflam< 

ſuch as is common to local inflammation a4 


"1 


and 
nerrous 
in ing OY &c. * where A 85 
embranes and ligame f to be con · 
m gaments, eſpecially esd 


about the joints, are much bruiſed and diſtin, 
lacerated, a delirium and convulſions 
during the crude ſtate of the wound 
may often come on, from nervous diſ- 
tention and irritation “ in the parts 
+ See contuſed and lacerated wounds in the membra- 


nous parts. 
which 


- 
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which are ſenſible, independent of the 


mortification. This ſhould put us upon 


our guard againſt miſtaking inflamma- 
tory ſymptoms for thoſe which © ariſe 
from the ſpbacelus; becauſe in the form- 
er, the antiphlogiſtic treatment is neceſ- 
fary, while the pulſe is quick, full and 
ſtrong, and till theſe ſymptoms of in- 
flammation diſappear. Nor ſhould the 
ſinking of the pulſe, and the fever which 
remains, deceive us; for when the parts 
become inſenſible from mortificat ion, 
the inflammation ceaſes to keep up the 
ſame degree of inflammatory irritability ; 
and yet a quickened pulſe, and other fe- 
veriſh ſymptoms, continue from the in- 
flammation which ſurrounds the morti- 
fied parts, till digeſtion comes on, and 
the veſſels become pervious. Neverthe- 
leſs, when a delirium happens from the 
cauſe aſſigned, opium is the remedy on 


which we are to depend for relief. 


4 ; I formerly 


On a heal Sphacelus, 383 


I formerly recited ſome caſes which - 
LT theſe facts; but they are ſo very 
common, and ſo ſelf-evident, that ex- 
amples ſeem unneceſſary. I. ſhall there- 
fore only make an abſtract from a caſe in 
the Philoſophical Tranſactions &, to 
ſhew the propriety of the diſtinctions I 
have made; and that when a local hh. 
celus ſpreads, cutting off the communi- 
.cation betwixt the living and the dead 
part, may effect a cure. | 

« On the fifth of November 171 hs 
A man had the radius and una of his 
left arm broken, and their ends burſt ' 
through the ſkin. He was immediately 
dreſſed with common aſtringents and 
bandage ; and in five or ſix days the arm 
became black and inſenſible from the fin- 
gers to the ſhoulder, Deep ſcarifications 

were made, and warm dreſſings applied, 
but the next day the arm was taken off 
Pbilo. Tranſ. No. 370. abridged by Mibles, P+ 92. 
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as high as poſſible, and the ſtump cauts- 
riſed ;for it was perfectly mortified as 
| _ as the acromzon, we gt * ö 
The day following, the mortification 
was ſpread towards the lower end of the 
feapula, The edges of it were rubbed 
| with an armed probe dipped in ſolution 
| * bl. of quickſilver in agua fortis, which 


aqua completely anſwered the intention, for 


e ie '* from that time it ſpread no farther; yet 
Aden. the mortified parts were ſcarified, caute- 
tied, and dreſſed according to art, for 
ſeventeen or eighteen days longer. The 
floughs then began to ſeparate and caſt 
off daily; and after the ſcapula and the 
remaining part of the or bumeri were come 
entirely away, the patient was cured.” 
The famous inſtance, in Van Swieten * 
where the /dbacelus, after ſpreading up to 
the axilla and laying the bone bare, was 
cured by a woman, with an ointment 
| + Set. 432. 


that 


On 4 Heal Sphacelus, 


33s 


that reſembled Locatelli's balſam, and 
allowing generous wine; and the ſubſe- 


quent caſe of the girl were both of this 
ſort; and a multiplicity of fimilarinſtances 
are to be met with, both in practice and 
in books. 

From what has been ſaid about an 
eryſipelas , it appears that if diſperſion 


does not take place, it either termi- 1a 


nates in ſuperficial ulcers or mortifica- 
tionz and when the latter happens in 
critical eryſpelata, it is often local. No 
other ſymptoms (except the Jphatelus) 


than ſuch as happen to local inflamma- 


tion, attend ; and being for the moſt 


part ſurrounded with conſiderable in- 
flammation, the ſame remedies we have 


recommended in a ſphaceloide gangrene 
are proper: it is however well known,” 


that theſe ſphaceli will ſeparate of them- 
ſelves, el; pecially if the parts round ** 
* Chap. on Eryfip. boy 
Ce are 


On 4 . P Sphacelus. 


covered with an ointment, compoſed of 


diachylon and oil, or a white bread pul- 
nee, eg, Of, this kind was the gentle- 


man's caſe we have mentioned“, in, 


ſpeaking of a phlegmonoide 3 


which ſeparated under a white bread pul- | 
tice; and as the ſubſequent ſuppuration 

was very great, the bark was given to 
preſerve his ſtrength. The phlegmo- 
noide eryſipelas ſpoken of by Hildanus -, 


which mortified, was undoubtedly of 


this ſort, being cured by ſcarifications 
and the common remedies. A woman 


alſo had a ſphacelus through the ſkin in 


various parts of the arm, from an ery- 
ſipelas of ſeveral days ſtanding; which 
was cured by ſnipping the bliſters, cut- 
ting through the dead parts with a lan- 
cet, and applying digeſtives and a neu- 
tralized ointment — 


* gee in loc. - + Cent. to. ob. 82. 


We 


A On 8 lotal Spbacelus. 


Me have already ſhewn, that a local 
gangrene ſometimes ariſes in particular 
parts from a metaſtaſis of morbific matter; 
and it alſo now and then happens, that 
a ſecretion of fluids which are very acrid, 
brings on immediately, or in a ſhort 
time, a ſphacelus in the place to which 


387 


Ladd 
Sphacelus 
from me- 


taſtaſis. 


they are determined. In this inſtance 


the fever leaves the patient, when the ma- 
teria morbi is completely ſeparated from 
the circulating fluids; or at leaſt no other 
ſymptoms appear, but ſuch as are com- 
mon to local inflammation which ſur- 


rounds the mortified part. Of this kind 


ſeems to have been the example, where a 


man, fifty years of age, ill of an acute 


continual fever, had, by a ſudden metafe 


taſis of morbific matter, the extremity of 


the right foot mortified down to the bone 
in one night; but by the uſe of antiſep- 
tic topics, the dead parts ſeparated and 
8 off, and he recovered. | 


Co + The 
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The Baron Van Swieten®* mentions that 
many perſons in France, whaſe blood and 
juices had been contaminated by eating bad 
rye, were (probably in conſequence of a 
metaſtaſis) ſeized with mortifications 
in their extremities: and DowL1ye's + 
family in this kingdom, from the loſs of 
their limbs in the fame manner, were 

deplorable inſtances of the violent effects 
. of acrimony in the blood, being occa- 
ſioned as ſuppoſed by the ſame kind of 
Acſter two or three days illneſs, an inflam. 
mation and a ſpbacelus invaded the back 

and nates of a labourer, about forty years | 

of age. The dead parts ſeparated of their 

own' accord, Seen an exceſſive diſcharge 


* Com. Seat. 424. 
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25 T1 remember the account was publiſhed in the news 
papers, but I do not call to mind meeting with it any 
where elſe, except in Mr. O'Halloran's book, who has 
copied that part which Dr, Wollaſton wrote to excite 
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followed from a deep ulcer, more than a 
foot ſquare, for a great length of time. 
He kept a cow upon a little encloſure in 
a common, which ſapplied him with 
plenty of milk; and the many bowls he 
daily conſumed of this readily digeſigd 
aliment, ſupported him againſt fo large 
an. evacuation, and enabled nature 'to 
triumph over the diſeaſe with no other 
aſſiſtance than common dreſſings. In- An obſer- 
deed I have conſtantly obſerved; while a a 
deſire for food increaſeth in proportion to 
the diſcharge, the patient often recovers; 
whereas if the appetite fails and cannot 
be reſtored, medicines afford no relief. 
peſtilential carbuncle {anthrax car- 
bo) ſe&hns to have been ſometimes a diſ- 
eaſe of this kind, but with more vi- 
rulence in the offending matter; becauſe 
it immediately burnt as it were the part 
it affected. Perhaps it may be compa- 
ed to an eſchar formed by a cauſtic, and 
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ſeems to have given way to the remedies 
uſed in promoting its ſeparation, to- 
gether with medicines ſuited to the ſtate 


of the patient. Among us it is happy 
ve meet not with ſo formidable a diſeaſe; 


* 


Ay. 
5 
* 

* 


4 


agd we muſt therefore refer to Riverius“, 
Wiſeman, and thoſe writers who had op- 
portunities of ſeeing the malady: though 
in thoſe parts of the world viſited by the 
plague, believe they are in poſſeſſion of 
more powerful internal antidotes than 
were given before the bark and other an- 
tiſeptics' now in uſe were known. 


Local ſþ+acel: ſometimes attend iflues 


and old ulcers of the legs, from 


the imperviouſneſs of the veſlels, and 


the ſtagnating juices by heat” be- 


coming corroſive and deſtroying the 
parts which contain them; but theſe 
commonly give way to digeſtives, and 


* Ob, 477. 
mild 


1 


o heal "Sphacelus. 


lowing caſe, - however, was rather more 
formidable. 


A man, fifty years of age, had a violent 


pain in one hip, which, after ſome time, 
by a gradual deſcent, fixed upon the heel, 


and under the ancle, on the outſide of 


the foot, as far.as the the metatarſal bones, 


| mild i cataplaſins alone: the fol- 


when it became leſs violent; but a numb- 


neſs enſued, and continued a year. A 
fiſſure then appeared in the thick ſkin 
| which covers the heel, and ſoon became 
ſufficiently large to diſcover that the ten- 
dinous expanſion which covers it was 
diſcaſed ; yet the ulcer was ſtill neglected 
about half a year longer, and then the af- 
fected parts began to pain him violently. 
In three days a ſphacelus appeared where 
the numbneſs had ſo long remained, 
ſpreading itſelf above the ancle; a vio- 
lent inflammation invaded the whole leg, 
490 enlarged it to twice its natural ſize, 
Cc4 his 


% 


On à focal lu 


his pulſe 1 quick, St 


with great thirſt, and a white tongue, 
the common conſequences of inflam- 


mation. 


The mortified parts were ſearified 


drefled with digeſtives, &c. and to the 
inflamed leg, a neutralized ſoft plaſter 


was applied. He was put to bed, and 
two ſcruples of bark given every twa 
hours, all that \night and half the next 


| day. After he had taken the ſecond doſe 
a violent ſweat, which continued all 
night, broke out; and next morning the 
tumor and inflammation were greatly 


reduced. His pulſe was now regular, and 
he afterwards ſlept well in the night. 
The mortification made not any advance ; ; 


and when the putrid tendon was floughed 
off, and part of the os ca/cis, which was 


become carious, removed, he got well. 
And onen it it is probable, upon the con- 
fined 


On „ lens hu. 


fined. ichor being ſet at liberty, and 
proper correctives being applied, the 


mortification would have ſtopped with- 


out the uſe of internal medicines; yet 
the bark ſeemingly did ſervice in this 


debilitated habit by promoting a ſweat. 


p | - 
- 1 
, 


| Whereas were the fame ſymptoms to ap- 


pear in a man of vigor and ſtrong fibre, 


neutral ſalts in the beginning, mixed with 


the bark, would be a better medicine. 


This kind of ſphacelus is not con- 1 


fined to old ulcers, but alſo happens to 
recent wounds, eſpecially when they 
ariſe from bruiſes accompanied with an 
acrid ſtate of the juices ; for ſtagnating 
in conſequence of inflammation follow- 
ing the injury, they ſphacelate-the parts 


with which they are in contact; but a 


recovery commonly follows rendering the 


veſſels pervious, and correcting the of- 
fendin g matter. 


A man, near ay years of age, of what 


h q 
* 
- 
% 
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On. a focal Spbacelus. ; 
has been called an high ſcorbutic habit, 


had a ſmall wound, made by a ſtone 
thrown againſt his ſhin, which ſoon in- 
flamed ; a mortification for more than 


an inch round followed, ſurrounded with 
ſtill greater inflammation ; but a period 
was put to the diſeaſe by this method, 
In older men under the ſame predicament, 
I have been obliged to have recourſe to 
wine and cordials joined with the bark, 
before any progreſs could be made to- 
wards a cure; and conſtantly finding it 
true, we muſt repeat what we long ſince 
obſerved, that the common hot fomen- 
tations and cataplaſms in theſe caſes will 
invite a flux of humors, and increaſe the 
diſorder they are intended to prevent, as 


will in the ſubſequent chapter more fully 


appear. 


Violent compreſſion is well known ta 
be often the cauſe of local ſphaceli, ſuch 
as 5 frat bandage, lying long upon any 

particular 


On à heal Sphacelus. | 
particular part, &c. but thee readily 
give way to ſimple dreflings when the 


393 


cauſe is removed. They will alſo hap- 


pen in any part where all the nerves be. 


longing to it are rendered incapable of 
performing their office, This I remem- 


ber was the caſe of a woman who for 


ſeveral years had loſt the uſe of her 


thighs, from a violent bruiſe upon the 


os ſacrum. The mortification, after de- 


ſtroying the part, and moſt of the glutæ 
muſcles, ſtopped without the leaſt aſſiſt- 
ance from art ; and when I firſt ſaw her, 


which was only two days before ſhe died, 


there did not appear any other indiſpoſi- . 


tion than might be expected from the 
large diſcharge of matter, which ſeemed 
to be the immediate cauſe of her death. 


But this I imagine very rarely happens,. 


becauſe I have never met with it ſince 
this inſtance, which is thirty years ago ; 


owing . 


| White 
| ſphacclus, | to the breaſt of lying- in women, is 
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owing I ſuppoſe to that diffuſion of the 
brain I have ſpoken of in another place. 
We have already taken notice of a 
local gangrene from the effects of cold, 
or the penetration of froſty particles, and 
of the methods uſed to prevent a ſphace- 
Jus : we are now to conſider a ſphacelus 


actually formed from this cauſe, which 


requires no particular method of treat- 
ment. It is no unuſual thing to ſee the 
toes, when mortified, in conſequence of 
being frozen, ſeparate without any other 
aſſiſtance than a ſtale beer poultice: and 
ſome ears ſince I ſaw a great part of 
both feet of a lad, which were mortified 
by lying upon the coal-pit bank, though 
he had a great fire on one ſide of him, 
in a cold froſty night, cured by the ſame 


method, 
The white Fuuccla, which happens 


See vol. i. page 162. | 
mentioned 


On a bea Spbacelun. 


mentioned in another place; perhaps 

there may ſtill be other cauſes of local 
phaceli which have at this time eſcaped 
my notice; but what I have recorded 

will lead to them. The moſt material 

circumſtance in the cure is a ſpeedy ſe- 
paration of the dead and living parts, 
| Otherwiſe the diſcaſe may ſpread in the 
manner Celſus deſcribes. For the acrid 
matter will deſtroy the adjacent parts 
that are inflamed, and by irritating the 
ſenſible fibres, produce a freſh inflamma- 
mation. In this manner it ſpreads, and 
abſorption taking place, the whole body 
becomes contaminated, and death enſues; 
unleſs it can be prevented by an early uſe 
of the bark, and other antiſeptics, as 
circumſtances may require. We will 
give an inſtance of this kind hh with 
what has. already been faid, will dba | 


F Treatiſe on [oflammation.. 
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ſphacelus. 


On: 4 heal Spbacel 


dhe neceſſity of writing a ſeparate chape | 


ter on ſpreading bceli. 
1 woman, betwixt fifty ani ſixty 


years of age, nurſed ſome of her own ro- 


lations in a fever, attended with a fore 


throat; but after their recovery ſhe re- 


moved many miles to her own houſe, 


apparently without being any way indiſ- 
poſed. Nevertheleſs, ſhe. had ſcarcely 
been at home a week or ten days, before 
ſhe became 'feveriſh, and complained of 


numbneſs in one leg, which ſoon put on 


z doubtful appearance. Coldneſs ſuc- 


ceeded; bliſters full of reddiſh ichor 
aroſe, an a perfect ſphacelus of the 


Whole leg enſued. During this time 


Her pulſe kept in tolerable good order ; 


and were it not for the diſeaſe deſcribed, 


ſhe ſeemed to have very little the mat⸗ 


ter with her. However, in oppoſition 


to every attempt to prevent it, the mor- 


tification preps over the knee, and kept 


creeping 


On a local Sphacelus. | 399 


creeping from fibre to fibre, till it had 
invaded the whole thigh, The parts, as 
the diſeaſe proceeded, firſt ſwelled, and 
became ſomewhat inflamed; greenneſs, 
bliſters, and corruption followed, and 
arriving at the abdomen by degrees, the 
pulſe ſunk, and ſhe died without ever 
having been delirious or inſenſible. 
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[ITHERTO we haye treated of 

ND Mace ſurrounded with inflam- 
A mation, in ich emollient applications 
[+ | he Save neceffary ; but it ſometimes happens 
hat little or no in tion appears 
previous 8, or during the ſphacelus.; but 


. 0 | ” the parts, after perhaps ſwelling and be- 
£00 a _ coming ydematous, gradually alſo be- 
3 come dold, then bluiſh, green, and black; 


the cuticle riſes into bliſters, which diſ- 
" charge a red lymph; and ſometimes 
the dead parts become dry and indurated. 
This is one ſpecies of ſpbacelus in 
Vhich the ſentiments of Celſus* ſhould 
SE PIER lib. v. cap. 26, 


- 


on Sphaceli, you. : 
be Adopted when he . forbids ſuppura- . 
ting medicaments and warm water. I ing me- 
know hot emollient fomentations are ments not 
manifeſtly injurous in this, inſtances ; ated, + 
and there cannot be any doubt but 
heat and moiſture increaſe; putrefacs, 45 
tion. Nor do the antiſeptic. ingre= — 
dients in theſe decoctions prevent 
their having this effect; for, indepen- 
dant of all other properties by · weak - 
ening they occaſion. the, ſound parts 
to give way to th# ſpreading, of the . 
diſeaſe. Even moiſt. and. relonivng. en 
taplaſms, though made of antiſeptic, 
ingredients, where the ſtate gf in- 8 
flammation does not require ti uſe, „ 
too often extend the malady. Boer- 
haave prevented a ſpbacelus from 
ſpreading for ſix months, by drying 
antiſeptics; but upon ripening ca- 
taplaſms being applied, , it ran up in 
three days time as high as the thigh,. 
ade D d e 


* 


* 


3 
o - 


” On 2 
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WON» and the patient expired. en | 
dluance of other inſtances wanting to ſhew . 


the impropriety of this method of treat- 


ment, where debility and putrefactionn 


prevail. It is much better to apply a 


defenſitive ſuited to the tate of inflam- 


mation above the mortified part; but 


upon the ſpbacelus itſelf a dry powder, 
| NT, of bark and 1 are . 


2 able. a | 


| Scarifics 


Much has been aid about . ſca- 


| rifications into moKified parts ; but. the 


5 pr oprie ty or impropriety of this practice 2 
| ſeems to depend upon circumftances. 


Where@bþe /phacelus is ſuperficial, they 


are unneceſlary ; becauſe topical remedies 
may dry up or penetrate ſufficiently to 
correct the putrid fluids, which extend 
the diſeaſs. But when the putrefaction is 

conſiderable and deep, they may be made 


| for the purpoſe of applying ſpirituous 


tinQtures, &c. which,  notwithſtandin g 
"mas 


"+ - Os Sphaeeh. - 1917 43 


what may have been faid to the e a 
'  rertainly correct putrefaction in mortified 
limbs, and thus may aſſiſt in preventing | 
the diſeaſe making a greater progreſs. | ey” 
But they ' ſhould not be carried into the | 
ſound parts, for the acrid fluids draining 
into the inciſions ſpread corruption. -1 
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ON. SPHACELI FROM WEAKNESS AND 


DEFICIENCY OF NATURAL HEAT. 
IN chis kind of /þbacelus there ſeldom 
appears any other indiſpoſition than 
weakneſs; and the parts become black 
and mortified in the manner laſt deſcrib- 
ed. Wherefore the only intentions of 


cure are to promote warmth and a briſker 


circulation, and to correct putrefaction in 
the diſcafed part; for which purpoſe cor- 


dials inwardly, and warm antiſeptic topics 
| outwardly, are the ne to be em- 


ployed. 


Old perſons are patifrally ſubject to 


"this malady, but it may alſo happen to 


thoſe: who are young and middle aged, 
ny, Faule which, by weakening ner- 


4 


vous 
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495. 


vous energy, impoveriſhes the blood and 


debilitates the animal fibres much below 


the ſtandard of the health, as the caſe 


annexed will exemplify. But whatever 
may be the cauſe, the treatment is much 
the ſame; only joining particular reme- 
dies where particular circumſtances require 
them. I commonly apply a warm de- 
fenſative above the mortifica tion, and 


prefer dry dreſfings to thoſe in common 


uſe in the manner deſcribed. The prac- 


tice of applying hot bricks, bladders full 


of hot water, &c. to promote a briſkneſs 


in the circulation, are preferable to _ 


moiſt fomentations, for reaſons before 
given. Scarifications are ſeldom neceſſary 
or uſeful. Wine is a principal remedy, 


and warm cordials ſhould be joined with 


the bark. But even in this inſtance, 


which above all others requires an in- 


creaſe of heat or warmth, 1 cannot agree 
with thoſe who adviſe bringing ou in- 
. flammation 


Os bacel. 


eth 6 fuppeaty che Made We 
have already ſnewn the impropriety of 
this practice in gangrenes, and I know 
of nothing more likely to do injury in a 
ſphacelus. To increaſe warmth or vigor 
where it is wanting is natural and ratio- 
nal; but to bring on one diſeaſe to cure 
another, of which it often is a fore- run- 
ner, ſeems to be theorifing beyond the 
bounds of ſafety. | 
I formerly gave inſtances where this 
kind of mortification happened from low 
living and dram-drinking, &c. to ſhew 
the power of the bark in ſuch caſes ; but 
' theſe are no longer neceſſary, and we 
ſhall only recite thoſe which ſhow the na- 
ture of the diſeaſe. | 
sf ſtarved ideot, twenty-three years of 
age, who lay in the cold in barns, &c, 
Was ſeized with a mortification which 
had advanced to the middle of the calf 
5 * his teg before it was diſcovered ; but 


upon 


? On Sphiceh,. 5 
upon giving him caudle, putting bim in- 


to a warm bed, and applying pledgets of . 


digeſtive, it ſtopped and ſeparated, The 
blood which came from the muſcles un- 
derneath, was ſo extremely thin and 


poor, as. ſcarcely to colour a white | 3 
cloth; but nouriſhing food alone enabled 


him to bear the loſs of his leg at the end 
of a month, and herecoyered. _ 


A woman, about twenty-three years 


of age, in a miſcarriage, loſt an amaz- 


ing quantity of blood 3 her pulſe 


was ſcarcely perceptible, her ſkin was 
left exceeding pale and cold, and exceſ. 


ſive weakneſs induced us to think the 


could not live many days. Wine, how- 


ever, and nouriſhing broths in ſmall 


quantities, often repeated, ſupported her ; 
but ſhe lay in a hopeleſs ſtate ſome time, 
and in a week or ten days the lower part 


of her back began to mortify, the ſpha- - 
celus ſpreading to a great extent. Af- 


Dd4 ter wards 


* 
1 > 
- 3 
* * 
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eld her hips, elbows, auch mouldert, 

and other parts on which ſhe preſſed, 
underwent the ſame change; yet a ſepa- 

ration of the dead parts followed; ; good 

+ nurſing and the uſe of ſimple dreſſings, 
and, having nature on ourfide, by drink- 

ing milk, and taking light preparations 

of the bark, to which after ſome time 
ſmall doſes of ſteel wine were added, ſhe 
bore up againſt a great diſcharge, and in 

the ſpace of eight months perfectly re- 
| covered. , 
Sphacelos The felling which W happens | 
in dropſi- _ 

gal legs. in the legs of dropfical people, is owing 
in ſome meaſure to want of vigor, 
though diſtenſion may aſſiſt in bringing 
it on; becauſe when the water 1s diſ- 
charged by the running of the ulcer, it 
is not uncommon for the dead parts to 
ſeparate, and a recovery take place, at 
leaſt for a time; eſpecially when aſſiſted 
with medicines which , invi igorate the 


blood, 


— 


On Spbaceli. 
blood. I mean thoſe dropſies in which 


the extravaſated lymph has not acquired 


a morbid diſpoſition; for when it be- 


comes acrid, and we ſee ſmall corroſive 
inflamed bliſters appear upon the legs, I 


know of no mortification which more 
certainly ends in death. We ſhould there- 


. fore avoid puncturing them under ſuch 


circumſtances as neither promiſe benefit 
to the patient nor credit to the operator. 
But I will mention a mortification in 


a dropſy, accompanied with a diſeaſed 


liver, in which the united powers of 
bark and regenerated tartar were worth 
notice, 

A ſober young man, betwixt eopeinſy 


and thirty years of age, was ſeized with 
the moſt obſtinate jaundice I ever 


faw, accompanied with clay-coloured 


Dropſy 
and jaun- 
dice. 


ſtools; and in time his liver appeared to 
be larger than uſual. An aſcites follow- . 


ed, his legs ſwelled, became ſo cold, 
| 1 that 


effect; and a perfect pbacelus ſpread ĩit- 


elf through the ſkin and cellular mem- - 


brane upon the calf in each of them. 
The dead parts were divided with a 
knife, common topical remedies were 
employed, and to twenty- eight ounces of 
tincture of bark, half an ounce of re- 
generated tartar was added; of this he 
took four ſpoonfulls every three or four 
hours ; he made many gallons of water - 
loaded with bile ; nor did this evacuation' 
ceaſe while any water remained in the ca- 
vity of the abdomen. And though the 
diſcharge ſrom the legs no doubt affiſted 
in unloading the body, yet the diſeaſe in 
the liver was moſt probably removed by 

| this medicine; for the jaundice left him, 
the ulcers in the legs were healed in the 
common manner; and, contrary to my ex- 
pectation, inſtead of a-temporary, he re- 


| ceived a permanent cure. Since this in- 


ſtance 


On Spbaceli. 
ſtance, I have found the ſame remedy in a 


variety of caſes a powerful deobſtruent. 


I have again ordered it in a jaundice with 


| ſucceſs, and again ſeen it carry off the 


water in a dropſy ; but what we have 


ſaid about this diſcaſe requiring different 


remedies under different ſtates of irritabi- 
lity ſhould be remembered ; for I know it 
will not always anſwer our purpoſe when 


the water in a dropſy is to be . 
But to return, 


F 


. CEdematous le os. are ſometimes apt to Mdema- 


inflame and ſphacelate in ſmall ſpots; or, 


when an abſceſs happens in them, tha 


tous legs. 


lips of the ulcer, after the matter is diſ- S 


charged, become black and dead, and call 
for ſuitable aſſiſtance. But theſe appear- 
ances are in general readily ſubdued by 
antiſeptic balſams ; Galen's antiſeptic ca- 
_ taplaſm before ſpoken of, and the bark, 
either with or without cordials, as parti- 
cular circumſtances may require; or 


"ſhould 


- 


i els © . - 
|» ſhould an acrid ſtate of the Juices vive 
+»  .iſc-to the complaint, as I have known 
happen, the next chapter will furniſh 
materials for the relief of the patient. 
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ON SPHACELI PROM A Mok BID DI8PO0< 


 $ITION IN, THE, JUICES, IN PEOPLE 
ADVANCED IN YEARS. 


S people adyance in years, the ſe- N 


cretions, it is reaſonable to ſup- 
pole, are not carried on in the ſame regu- 
lar manner as in youth; ſome of the 
finer excretory ducts, perhaps, become 
uſeleſs, and hence that acrimony in the 


fluids we obſerve in old people; or ſuch a 
ſtate, it is very, well known, is not un- 
commonly induced, by free living, high 
ſeaſoned food, an inactive life, &c. or. 


both . cauſes may be joined, ſo as to give 
a very unfavourable temperament to the 
body. Accordingly, we very often ſee 
in people towards ſixty years of age, or 
ſometimes ſooner, the 1kin and cellular 

i membrane 


One cauſe 
of acri- 
mony in 


the * 
- of old 


. 
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menbrane f dacht: in cn ce of ; 
the ſlighteſt injuries; and the diſcaſe 


creeping on day by day, ſoon becomes 


formidable, if not prevented by art. 
We have before, in chapter the roth; 


ſpoken of a local ſphacelus, from the 


4 : 


State and 
iymp- 


' toms 


_ Hrft diſcovered the impropriety of uſing 


Juices acquiring acrimony by ſtagnating 
in the inflamed part; but in the preſent 
inſtance, the whole ſtate of the fluids. 
are affected, and the general habit of the 
patient is to be correfted, before a cure 
can be obtained. There is commonly a 
flight inflammation, with a fort of an 
eryſipelatous caft, and for the moſt part 
very little ſwelling attends ; nor is the 
fever troubleſome, though the degree of 
irritability, according to the pulſe, riſes 
to one hundred and twenty; but the 
pain in the affected part often requires 
the uſe of opium to give the patient eaſe. 
It was in this kind of /phace/us, that I 


hot 


On ee | 


hot Randi I aw the diſcaſe daily 
getting ground upon me, and ſuſpecting 
their effects, I laid them aſide with a 
happy iflue ; and after more than thirty 
years obſervation, I am convinced chat 
Celſus was perfectly right in affirming 
that in ſuch inſtances they cauſe the 
diſorder they are intended to prevent. 
It is true, I have ſeen tedious recoveries 
by ſuch treatment; whereas, a dry pow - 
der, compoſed of equal parts of bark and 
myrrh, very often puts an end to the 
ſpreading of the diſeaſe, in a few dreſſ- 
ings. Of the propriety of this method 
of proceeding, I have ſeveral times had 
the moſt deciſive evidence; for being 
called, where the diſeaſe ſpread under 
fomentations, it was immediately ſtopped 
by this ' contrary management. After- 
wards the dead parts ſeparated by anti- 
ſeptic balſams, to which the tinct. thes, 
may be added, if the irritability of tùhje 
ſore 
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On epbicis 


fare! requires ſack an afliſtant: Nor 
ſhould the application of a defenſative, 
above or round the part, be forgotten ; 
and a {imple diachylon plaſter will often 
be found the moſt proper; for there is 
generally a heat under what has been 
called a ſtrict or rigid fibre in theſe. 
habits, that will not admit of any thing 


that heats or irritates. e 


1 8 and ſeen it given by others; but 


I apprehend with little or no advantage, 
becauſe: the diſeaſe continued to ſpread 
till the topical remedies juſt mentioned 
took effect: and the ſubſequent ulcer, 
notwithſtanding its continued uſe, daily 
enlarged, its edges being flowly eaten 
away by a corroſive ichor. Spirit of 
falt taken inwardly will commonly be 


found more powerful in correcting the 


acrimony. of the fluids ; but when nei- 
ther of theſe remedics arc effectual, and 


eruptions 


ons Sphacel. 
eruptions with white ſcales, appear. in 
other parts of the body ; I have ſeveral 


times ſeen a grain of quickſilver divided Mercury 
When to 


in ſtarch, given twice a day, in eight or 
ten days time; do wonders. The bark 
and ſpirit of falt proving ineffectual, is a 


- 417 


= 
: 


be uſed, 


criterion which points out the neceſſity 
of giving mercury, This method of 


giving it evades all hazard: and if the 
bowels are occaſionally kept open, the 


teeth will not be affected; but more of 
this when we treat of mortifications of 


the toes, with which the oem f g 
has ſome connection. 
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. 0¹ Spbaceli- 

= fore requires ſuck an afliſtant: Nor 
; ſhould the application of 'a defenſative, 

[ above or round the part, be forgotten F. 
11 and a ſimple diachylon plaſter will often 
4 be found the moſt proper; for there is 
2 generally a heat under what has been 
il called a ſtrict or rigid fibre in theſe | 
a habits, that will not admit of any thing 
1 that heats or irritates. 

I I Qhave ' preſcribed the bark in theſe 
iq caſes, and ſeen it given by others; but 
1 I apprehend with little or no advantage, * 
ix _ becauſe the diſeaſe continued' to ſpread 
1 till the topical remedies juſt mentioned 
if took effect: and the ſubſequent ulcer, 
4 notwithſtanding its continued uſe, daily 
bl enlarged, its edges being ſlowly eaten 


away by a corroſive ichor. Spirit of 

falt taken inwardly will commonly be 
found more powerful in correcting the 
acrimony. of the fluids ; but when nei- 

— N of theſe remedies are effectual, and 


eruptions 


; 
#1 
14 
4 
. 
> 
iS 
} 
. 


F.. A ²˙ CE to DEB 1 t. — 2 
4 2— —— — — by 
N — = 
— 4 ona 


” 
1 
. 
14 
435 
4. 
1 
47 ; | 
1% wo 
7 - 
'$ 
. + 
[1 
j 
| « 
( ] 
l hy 


F „ my 
—— 


f 

1 

4 

[ 

{ 

5 * 

' 
* | 
: +BY 
4 17 

1 f 

+FY 5 

f A 

* 

14 57 
Fi » 3 
* þ * 


On Sphaceli. 
eruptions with white ſcales, appear. in 
other parts of the body ; I have ſeveral 
tines: ſeen a grain of quickſilver divided 

in ſtarch, given twice a day, in eight or 


ten days time; do wonders. The bark 
and ſpirit of falt proving. ineffectual, is a 


criterion which points out the neceſſity 


of giving mercury. This method of 
giving it evades all hazard: and if the 


bowels are occaſionally kept open, the 
teeth will not be affected; but more of 

this when we treat of mortifications of 
the toes, with which the ones if ſpecies, 
has ſome connection. 


B. ĩðͤ 


ar 


1 Y 
— { 
; - 


Mercury 
when to 
be uſed. 


r I GY Ra ,- + K-4 ”. 
E 2 


9 5 E 
7 * A 122 1 2 
. F a a _ 
Ls , — 
o 9 


= ol 


— S vo oe * 


P ˙¹1—9 hh. lire $1 eo 4 
<a XL 1 +24 3 3+ 


r : 
* — 8 * — — — Deere 
X - £5 * 4 2 4 n 2 * 3 * 


— 2 IE i 17 - . : 
rr vu di .. enn. u 
2 — — * 9293333 
. o - N 


——— % 
8 * — — Aeris ho * * 
- 6 = J 
« = 


Cauſe. 


— » _ e % 


— 3 $ Fo. * 
0 
* - is 
© 0 Y ILY 
* 


* 


. - 


» 4 — 
* "7 a . MY "7p 
g , a + 
* — 
* 33 C H A P. . Þ * \ ® 85 
« " L a * 7 


— 


ON MORTIFICATIONS OF THE FEET 


AND TOES. 


T T E crural attery and its branches 


being found offified in a gentle- 


man aged. fixty-ſeven, who died of a 


mortification which began in one of his 
toes *; an opinion took riſe, that the 


fame cauſe moſtly produced this diſeaſe, 


and that there were no hopes of recovery. 
Experience has proved the falſity of this 


reaſoning; and though the malady is 


always to be dreaded, yet we have ſome- 
times the pleaſure of ſeeing our patients 
get well. It moſt commonly happens 
to old people, but we alſo meet with it 
in thoſe not far advanced in years, who, 


from free living, &c. have injured their 


* Philof, Tranf, No. 369, p. 226: 
Ernie con- 


On More: jfcations of Feet 30 2 ger. 


conſtitutions. In the former a deficiency 
in nervous energy may alone be the cauſe, 
or this may be accompanied with an acrid 


419 


ſtate of the juices . In the latter both 


theſe cauſes are moſtly joined; and pre- 
ternatural irritability with great pain 
often attend the whole. | 
Now when the pain and preternatural 
irritability are great, opium is indiſpenſ- 


able; but it cannot always be followed 


with ſucceſs, becauſe the diſorder i is often 
incurable, Beſides though under pro- 
per regulations, I believe opium to be a 


moſt powerful remedy in this diſeaſe, yet 


it will ſometimes increaſe it; nor is it al- 
ways alone ſufficient to effect a eure, the 
aſſiſtance of other remedies being requi- 
ſite. Its being given in large doſes will 
frequently fruſtrate our. intentions; and 
it may alſo be rendered uſeleſs by i ee 
per applications to the part. 


| + Seelaſt Chap, 
E 2 1: 149 


Opium. 


ee On Mortjfeatins of Perf ond . 


. I do not remember ever wah one in- 
ful. ſtance of opium ſucceeding i in the cure, 
or in the mitigation of this complaint, 

| where fomentations and turpentine di- 
= 5 geſtives were uſed: and I do believe we 
might preſcribe it to eternity without 
ſucceſs, were no alterations to be made 
Means of in theſe particulars. I am very certain, 
3 fomentations, of whatever kind they may 
e be, increaſe putrefaction in ſores; and 
that in this mortification, when a red 
line has pointed out a diſpoſition in the 
diſeaſe to ſtop, a repetition of the fo- 
2 mentation has frequently interrupted na- 
ture in her progreſs towards a cure, and 
aſſiſted in haſtening the patient to his 
grave ; eſpecially when aided with thoſe 
dreſſings which invite a flux of humours 
1 d0o the part. | 
it „„ eu of opium in this inſtance ap- 
pears to be in leſſening the irritability of 
of the affected pant, becuule pain is not ca- 
| pable 
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On Mortifications of Feet and Tos. 421 
pable of bringing on either inflammati- 
on, or ſþhacelus, as pain itſelf evinces. 
And why ſhould not our ſedatives be ap- 
plied immediately to the affected part? 
Lenients, indeed, have been recommend- Lenients, | 
ed, and I have not the leaſt doubt, but 
ſoaking the foot and ancle in warm milk, 
and applying a ſimple emollient pultice, 
10 a method preferable to that commonly 
ufed; and the patient will often derive Not * 
much advantage from its eaſing pain. 9 
Nevertheleſs, remedies being mild and 
foft, and lying eaſy upon the part, are 
not ſufficient; they ſhould not only have 
a property of procuring eale, by taking 
off tenſion, but they ſhould have an in- 
nate property of leſſening the rritability 
of the nerves: and for this purpoſe va- 
rious ſedatives may be neceſſary, as Pre- 
ternatural ſenſation does not always 
give way to the ſame remedy. Opium, | 
it is true, in general, leſſens all kinds of 
„„ preter- 
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- On Martificatins 171 P et | and Toes, 


preternatural irritability for a time; but 


the diſeaſe occaſioning this affection can 


often only be entirely removed by the na- 


tive balſams, eſſential oils, and the like, 


Pitch has a powerful ſedative quality; 
and an ointment of thin conſiſtence, 
compoſed of equal quantities of this 
ingredient and bees wax, with a large 


quantity of oil, will, for the moſt part, 


be found a remedy perfectly capable of 


allaying, without inconvenience, that 
kind of irritability which commonly pre- 
vails in this diſeaſe: and by mixing tinc- 
ture of myrrh, or the like, along with 


it, we have a good antiſeptic for the 


1 parts, where, on account of the ha- 


celus, antiſeptic dreflings are required. 
If a proper quantity of opium be added 
to the bread and milk pultice, which 
covers the whole, it will be found a bet- 
ter remedy than the ſimple pultice only. 


In ſome caſes, an as emollient ce- 
5 rate, 


47 
rate, made of djachylon, 4 the powder of 5 
marſh-mallow leaves, or linſeed flour, | 
a little wax, opium, pitch, and oil, v2 
ſhould be preferred: though I have ſe- | 
veral times ſeen dry dreſſings of bark and 
myrrh put an entire ſtop to the mortifi- 
cation even in worn-out conſtitutions 
where death ſeemed inevitable ; ; and I 
generally now have recourſe to them E 
this complaint. 1 
By this method of proceeding, aa 
is leſs neceſſity for taking large doſes of 
opium, which very frequently bring on 
a drunken delirium, make the patient Ar 7 
ſick, take away appetite, and thus do e ! 
miſchief inſtead of good ; as is evident | 
from their no-way ſtopping the progreſs — 
of the diſeaſe, when they have theſe ef. 
fects. Whereas, ſmall doſes, frequently - 5 | 
repeated, will gradually leſſen nervous 
irritability, without ſuch inconvenience. 
| can aver, that I have repeatedly ſeen ; 
l A 1 
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On: Mortifications of F er and Toes,, 
this kind of mortification removed under 
the uſe of anodyne topics, when we were 
obliged to leave off opium, becauſe it 
brought on a delirium, and took away 
the appetite, without producin g any 
good effect: and it may, 1 think, be 
laid down as a rule, that unleſs the pa- 
tient can cat mild, nouriſhing food, there 
will be but ſmall hopes of a cure. 

A man, about fixty years of age, who 
had been afree liver, and rather corpulent, 
was ſeized with this Kind of mortifica- 
tion ; and the parts were ſo very ſenſible, 
that he could not bear a ſtale- beer pultice 
which was firſt applied. Recourſe was 
therefore had to a white-bread pultice, 
and the bark and myrrh powder, which 
agreed perfectly; ; and when the diſcaſe 
had ſpread half up his foot, it ſtopped, | 
| Betwixt the dead and living ng, and to the 
parts actually dead, antiſeptic balſam, to 
which the tint. thebaica was added, 
was applied. Separation took place, 

new 
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new. fleſh aroſe, and the lips of the ulcer 
had a tendency; to heal; but he had a 
great averſion to all kind of medicines, 
and it was with difficulty we now and 
then got down a doſe of opium to pro- 
eure him a good night. He could take 
little or no food, his chief ſupport for 
ſeveral weeks was Geneva and water, 
and at laſt he ſeemed to die rather from be- 
ing worn out than of the diſeaſe, which 
was apparantly ſubdued without _— 
aſſiſtance from nature. 1 
When this kind of mortification i is ac- 
companied with an acrimony in the 
juices, it requires other medicines beſides 
opium. I many years ſince read an au- 
thor I cannot now refer to, who adviſed 
mercury in the cure of mortifications in 
the feet and toes of old men; becauſe he 
faid, they aroſe from the ſcurvy *. And 
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»The word ſcurvy has been applied to a variety of 
N which have no _ with each other ; and 


1 only 


tempt to cure a mortification in the toes 
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without ſearifying, to drop off of theiv 
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and foot of an old gentleman at Retford, 


I communicated this information to the 


late Dr. Booth, who had the immediate 
care. of the patient; and had the plea- 
ſure of reading, in a letter from him ſoon. 
after, that he had a recourſe to a reſolu- 
tion of ſublimate; and that though the 
diſeaſe had ſpread to the middle of the 
foot, yet it ſoon ſtopped, after he began 
to take this medicine. We followed the 


practice, which has been long well eſta- 


bliſhed, of ſuffering the dead parts, 


own accord, with perfect ſucceſs. Since 
this, a perſon under my care, in a ſimilar 
inſtance, recovered, while the ſedatives 
mentioned were applied, and an electarj 
taken, compoſed of bark, gum guaia- 


. only underſtand it in this inſtance, as a re 


kind of ier. which r will correct. 
cum Ws 


o Mortifications of Peet and Ter. 12) 


eum, and cinnibar of antimony, after 
opium by the mouth had heen fairly tried, 
without any good effect. But Where the 
lips of the ſore are tucked in, and eaten 
away by a corroſive her. che blue 22 = 
is a better remedy, 4 


However, enn n we approve much Sedatire g 
of ſedatives in the diſeaſes we have de- they 2 ; 
ſcribed; yet there is a mortification in injeey 


the feet and toes of old people, in which 


they appear to me to do injury. A month ._ 


after a froſt and ſnow, in January 1776, 

an actiye farmer, eighty years of age, was 
ſeized with a black ſpot upon the end of 
his great toe; preſently the cuticle began to 


Fg ſeparate, and a ſphacelus, in ſome time, 


extended itſelf to the foot and neighbour- 
ing toes, till they were all deſtroyed. 
During the progreſs of the diſeaſe, the 
faireſt trial was given to opium. At firſt 
he took a grain, twice, preſently double 
this quantity, then the ſame doſe every 
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four hours, and afterwards oftener, 3 a 


month; but the diſorder daily gained 


ground under mild applications, and his 
healtir became ſo greatly injured, that we 
ſuffered him to return home, _— off 
all kind: of medicines, and had very lit- 

tle hope of his recovery. 'Neverthdleſ 
we ordered him to drink wine, to live 


upon a generous diet, and to apply to the 


foot, a mild digeſtive, and the ſtale · beer 


pultice. But he preferred his own malt 


liquor, lived in common with the family; 
and went on for a month at leaſt, with 
out any conſiderable alteration. In the 
keſult his health amended, the mortifi- 
cation ſtopped, above half his foot drop- 
ped off, and he is now in good health. 

In this caſe then, which comes Within 
the deſcription given of the mortification 
of the toes and feet, I am perſuaded opi- 
um did harm; and if we reflect upon the 


matter, will it not ſeem probable that it 


rr . 
»#4* 


muſt 


On Mort 22 1 F cet and Tor. 


muſt always do a where nervous 
inffuence is leſs powerful than it ought 
to be? In a man of eighty, notwith- 


f * x 
429 0 
„ * 


ſtanding he was very active at that time 


of life, the vis vitæ muſt of courſe be 


weakened. The cold, as he told me, 


bad a powerful effect upon both feet, 


and pechaps, by deſtroying the remains 
of nervous energy in one of them, the 
mortification was brought on, and after - 
wards in ſome degree ſpread, by the 
aſſiſtance of opium; becauſe it ſtopped 
when the opium was laid aſide, and a 


| little vigour given to the habit. "T0: 


prevent, therefore, an indiſcriminate uſe 
of this medicine, in all mortifications of 


the parts we have been ſpeaking of, we 


will more clearly, as far as bur preſent 


experience enables us, diſtinguiſh the | 
caſes.in which, ſedatives may do ſervice, 


and thoſe in which they ſhould not * 
em 8 N 


5 * See vol. i, P+ 206. Ir 
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11 is ealy to conceive, that in plojis 
LPR in life, who have not been very 


temperate | in eating or drinking, the 
juices: may have acquired acrimony; and, 
asccordingly, the diſeaſe in queſtion ſeems 
ſometimes to ariſe from this cauſe, ac- 


| companied with an extreme degree of 


irritability of the part; which may, per- 


| haps, be owing to the conſtant irritatiori 


Opium 
When pro- 
per in this 
Aten. 


which ſuch a ſtate of the juices, when 


they once ſtagnate, muſt occaſion; in 
- - which ſtate, opium and the ver 
mentioned feem to be proper: 


It begins with a black ot blue ſpot 
ſomewhere about the toes; the. cuticle 


ſeparates, a lividneſs appears underneath, 


the diſeaſe gradually extends itſelf to the 
foot, and the ulcer which follows has 


ſometimes different appearances in dif- 


ferent parts at the ſame time. In one 
part, perhaps, there is a perfect ſphacelus; 
in another, new fleſh appears; and in a 


third 


On Morden 95 Feet and 7 oer. 41 1 


third, the lips of the ſore are. tucked i ins 
and ſeem to be conſtantly eaten away b7 
a corroſive ichor. Pain, more or leſs; 
is a conſtant attendant ; inflammation, 
and a ſwelling of the parts is not un- 
common; a moſt certain criterion is the 
ſenſibility of the parts of the ulcer which 
are alive; and the pulſe is quickened in 
proportion to the degree of Wann, 1 
which prevails. - | 
On the contrary, when thi — Whennet 
tion ariſes from the vis vitæ, or nervous — | 
energy being deſtroyed, a perfect ph. | 
celus keeps ſpreading forward; the parts 
die apparently without  corrofion, and 
there are no ſigns of an acute ſenſation 
when they are touched: all which ſeem 
to evince, that ſedatives in this inſtance tha” 
cannot afford relief, nor is mercury ad- Whew not 
miſſible. In ſhort, wherever irritation ble. 
has a ſhare in increaſing gangrene, opium 
will be uſeful.” When death, in a par- 
| _ ticular 
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ticular part, is. the conſequence. of a 
deficiency in nervous energy, warm and 
invigorating remedies are preferable : but 


when a mortification in the extremities; 


as often happens, comes on, where nature 


is worn but, and incapable of affiſting 
us, what can be expected from art? 
Of late, cataplaſms in a ſtate of fo- 
mentation compaſed of honey, flour, and 
yeaſt, have been recommended in morti- 
KO fications. Imagining fixed air to be the 


univerſal acid, which probably is the 
moſt powerful- antiſeptic in nature, I 
thought it might be ſerviceable in ſuper- 


ficial phacelt; and accordingly tried it 
in ſome large ſphacelated ſpots, in an 
_ - cedematous leg. The firſt day it ſeemed 


to agree ; the next it gave pain, and oc- 
caſioned a bad night. In the morning 


the ſphaceli were ſurrounded with inflam- 


mation, and a flux of humours invited 


into the part; wherefore I laid it afide, 


k » 
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and cured the patient in the common 
manner; and the faculty will judge of: 

its uſe in mortifications attended with 
great nervous ſenſibility, where opium is 
neceſſary. For honey is an eſcharotic; 
and not being altered by this ren 
ben its uſual effects. 


"4 


Ren 


f 71; ; " 
»4%2 iS 44 - 


3 


d p f . r 
a - 1 n Wes 7 3 * — * 5 = 
1 * "1 * p * ws © 5 Te” _— 1 W A _=—_ 1 N F 
va Po L y ; -— 2 
—— — —— ͥ́—E ů ww OP — . —— ny + = * 
2 - . — F —— en es hes a a 393 — — - 
* * 4 ** PT > : * . „ 1 
- l . a Ts 1 
: Us * : JEL 
» . 2 * 
& - 1 9 


Reaſons 
ſor not 


amputat- 


ing till 
the mor- 
eg 


5885 


” % * 83 . * : * N 
4 * SY ©; I 1 : Y 
17 Rae > ö - q 


S 44 . Fs 
, CH A P. XVI. 5 
y * 


on Tur AMPUT AT TON OF MOoRTI- 
FIED LIMBS. 2 mY 


HE frequent 2 of ba- 
cel; after indifcriminate amputa- 
tion to ſtop their progreſs, introduced a 


very contrary doctrine, that it ought not 


to take place, when neceſſary, till the 


mortification was not only ſtopped but 


the ſeparation of the dead and living 
parts ſomewhat advanced: and we ap- 
prehend the latter part of this admoni- 
tion is more neceſſary, not only that the 
diſpoſition to mortify, and the impover- 


iſhed ſtate of the blood may be altered, 


but as it may prevent the ill conſequen- 


ces of cutting through parts that are 
become more irritable from being lately 
inflamed 


On Amputotion of, a Dime 


inflamed. ' In dur treatiſe on irritability 


in-general*, we have pointed out ſome 


ee from irritating thoſe 


46 


parts which have been inſlamed ; and 


ſome years ſince taking off the cone in 
the ſtump of a thigh, brought on more 
inflammation, fever, and ſuppuration . 
than happened after the firſt operatiom. 
But ſometimes the effecls are of a dif- 
add ature; - An Auſtrian officer 
had his hand miſerably ſhattered by a 
c cannon ball, and being deſtitute t 
help, in à wood for three days, a m 
er tification which extended almoſt to 
rc the elbow with great ſwelling and in- 
« flammation quite up to the ſhoplder, 
« enſued; But in three days mere; by 


s the uſe of fomentations, the ſtale- beer 
4 pultice, with fberiaca, and taking 


e the bark, the CY re, n che 


„* * ru : 907 60 JEUX 2 
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Effects 
where itt» 
flamma- 
tion had 
long been 
- 


When it 
had not 
entirely 
diſap- 


o Anputatio if mortified Limbs. 1 


of che mortification were pam 
ee and the dreadful ſymptoms that for- 
et had amputation, were now ſo much 
et altered, that the ſurgeons did not at 
all heſitate to take off the limb. But 
this was done to very little purpoſe, 
1 C for three or four days after the ampu- 
tation, his jaw being fixed by a con- 
4 yulfive attack, and his countenance 
5 greatly diſtorted; he expired *; ow- 
; 55 ing probably to the increaſe of irritabi- 
© Hitys: and to the violent efftcts it had 
upon the whole nervous ſyſtem Pf. 
But in mortifications, theſe inconveniĩ- 
encies may often be avoided by following 
the practice of making the amputation 
betwirt the dead and living parts after 
ſeparation has taken place; by drawing 
bark the ſound fleſh, and cutting round 
the bone that ſome part of it may be 


See Ranby on Gun- ot Wound. 
+ See Diſſert. on the Nerves, and on Irritat. io general. 
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laid bare underneath, in the manner 
Celſus“ has long ſince adviſed. This, 
though it may not be accompanied with 
the eclat uſual to what is called a capital 
operation, yet the patient receives a ſa- 
tisfactory cure; and thoſe who reflect on 
the {kill neceſlary for executing this mere 
mechanical part of the profeſſion, will 
have more pleaſure in ſhunning pain and 
danger than in acquiring the reputation 
of being an expert operator. I have con- 
ſtantly, for many years, followed this 
practice whenever I had occaſion to re- 
move a mortified limb, where it could 
be conveniently done; and I ſome time 
ſince met with a very good inſtance in 
ſupport of ſuch procedure. A woman 
had a mortification ſeized her hand and 
wriſt, from violence of inflammation 
which ſpread itſelf within three or four 
inches of the elbow, before I ſaw her. 


. * Lib, vii, cap. - 3 
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2 of mortifed Limbs. 


| However it now luckily ſtopped ; and 5 


befides the dreſſings to the ulcer, we ap= 
plied antiſeptics to the dead parts, to 
prevent "their giving us trouble. The 


_ - furgeon, añd the relations to the woman, 


now wiſhed to have the arm taken off 
above the clbow ; but 1 painted out to 


them ſome inconveniences; which I had 
ſeen from cutting through parts lately 


_ inflamed ame 3 and that we ſhould make 


equally as good a cure, by fawing 
through the dead bone, as by perform- | 
ing a painful, unneceſſary, and hazard- 

ous” operation. - Accordingly, waiting 


till there was fufficient room for the faw, 


we” cut through the bone without pain, 
or withont giving the leaſt freſh: trouble 
to the patient. The ſkin, and ſome of 
the muſcles being left lower on the back 
part of the arm, the ſurgeon turned them 
up over the bone by degrees, and made, 


much to his ſatisfaction, a very good cure, 


— 


On ; Ampitotion of mort? fied Limbs, 419 


When a ſphacelus ſtops upon a joint, — 
Celſus fays * an N muſt not be; ping at 
% made in that part. But ſawing off Cons 
the ends of the bones, and cutting away- 
the tendons, which will give no pain, 
may be ſufficient to prevent the ill con- 
ſequences that have ſometimes happen- 
ed from taking off limbs at the articula- 
tion, with a neglect of theſe circumſtan- 
ces. For though the fingers, the os Bu- 
meri, and even the thigh-bone, have 
been removed by dividing the joint, 
without bringing on any troubleſome _ 
ſymptoms ; yet conyulſions and | death 
are apt to follow am putation when made 
in the joints of the larger extremities : 
probably from the diſtention of the 
nerves, which happens in conſequence of 
the ſwelling in wounds of membraneous 

parts. Not that we mean to exclude the 
common method of amputating in mor- 


tifications where particular circumſtances 
| ** 


may happen to make it neceſſary; re- 
membering that the after- treatment, or 


= what we call medical ſurgery, is tho 
. Principal requiſite to a good cure: of 
Which we ſhall ſpeak in its propep 
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ON GANGRENOUS ABSCESSES, 


E DRAN, in his chapter on che. 


Aula in ano, ſpeaks of a large gan- 
grenous abſceſs in this part, but deſeribes 


only a purulent abſceſs of which we have 


already ſpoken. Mr. Pott has been 


much more explicit, and ſays the cellular 
and adipoſe membrane are affected in the 
ſame manner as in the diſeaſe called a 
carbuncle. He has deſcribed the ſymp- 


toms, variety, and progreſs of the com- 


plaint, with accuracy; and conſidering 
the fundament as the fink of the body, 


it is rather ſurpriſing that we do not of- 


tener meet with virulent abſceſſes in this 
part. - I have met with but few of them: 


-— 1 
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About 
the fan- 
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On gangrenour Abſeeſes, 


_ the inflammation had an eryſipelatous ap- 
pearance; the ſkin and cellular mem- 
brane both became putrid and ſloughed 
away, leaving an opening ſufficiently . 
large, for the application of antiſeptic ' 
dreflings, by which the ulcer was cured, 
An early opening when the matter begins | 

to fluctuate, may prevent miſchief; and 
if there is a fair opportunity for making 
a free inciſion, we ſhall do well in dif- 
charging a corroſive ichor before it has 
committed much havock ; the remain- 
der of the cure will then differ no way 
from that laid down for the treatment of 
the modern carbuncle. 

But the moſt dangerous abſceſs of this 
fort is that beginning in the tendons about 
the toes and feet of people advancing in 

years; and deluding us for ſome time, 
after the onſet, with fallacious hopes of a 

recovery. A ſmall abſceſs forms upon or © 
about the toes, and tolerable good mat- 
ter, 
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ter, or matter and ichor- mixed, is dif- 


the membranes and tendons about the an- 


2 5 
On gengrenous Agceſtu. 


charged: apon examination we find the 
tendon to be diſeaſed, and the ulcer ſome- 


times puts on a putrid appearance. But 
this for the moſt part is Ch 


got over by appoſite dreſſings; the tendon 


ſeparates in putrid rags, new fleſh ariſes, 
the ſides of the ulcer ſhew a diſpoſition 


to heal, and give reaſon to expect all 


will be well. But at the time we are in 


expectation of finiſhing the buſineſs, if 


4 
4 
$43 


only ſoon 


not before, a freſh abſceſs forfhs on the 


top on the foot, where we have much 
more to do with putrid tendons but 


even in this fituation we commonly make 


head againſt the diſeaſe for a time, till 


cle are all diſſolved and ſpreading up the 
tendons in the leg, great ſuppuration ex- 
hauſts the patient. Sometimes, indeed, 
he dies before the putrefaction of the 
tendons, Wen, &c. has made ſo great 


a pro- 
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On gangrenous =" 


dich forthere is in this diſeaſe, 1 
ingly, always a worn- out conſtitution, | 
The appetite fails, the patient is weak, 
ſleeps ill, and though his converſation is 
lively, hill he lies ſtill, yet upon being 
moved his weakneſs ſhews itſelf ſuffici- 
ently to point out the danger of his fitu- 
| a | 
If" any - Wee eee 1 on 
happens to attend the forming of mat - 
ter, a fever. in proportion accompanies ; "WS 
otherwiſ® When the matter ig got 
at liberty andthe inflammation. is gone 
down, nothing of this kind moleſts 
the patient, ho ſeems ealy and quiet for 
the moſt part under his malady, He 
drinks his wine or ale with pleaſure, and 
1 have no doubt finds it refreſh him; nor 
do I know of any thing, aſſiſted with nou- 
riſhing broths, which does more ſervice, 
if kept within due bounds; not forget 
ting that many under theſe circumſtances 


have 


On Gem Abfeſſ 


ak livers ; and that i in their al- 
lowance, Tegard muſt be paid to former 


cuſtoms, I have tried the bark in this 
inſtance without effect; no other advan- 
tage ariſes from opium than making the 


patient. ſleep; and yet by diet and pro- 


per. topical applications, we ſometimes 
enable him to hold out with ſome de- 


gree of comfort to himſelf a confider- 


able time : and when the ſcene is cloſed, 
it is commonly without diſturbance. 
With o one of theſe, I apprehend all gan- 
grenous abſceſſes which may happen to 
the body will correſpond; for in every in- 
ſtance à combination of putrid floughs 
and þ pus, gives pen to the dulcaſe, 
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8 abſceſs hot unfrequently 1 
£ A, pen in this complaint, we are led 
to treat of it in this place; and for rea- 


ſons that will be obvious in the next 


chapter, it is neceſſary to recollect, that 
Hippocrates* uſed the word xo. gate to 
fignify chronic ſwellings of 75 glands 
in different parts of the body but ſays 
thoſe about the neck are the worſt, Cel- 


ſus + calls them ſtrumæ, gives nearly 


the ſame account of their nature and 


ſituation, and adds the authority of 


Meges, about their being found in Wo- 
men's breaſts. Paulus þ ſays they are 


indurated glands in the neck and other 


= De Glandulis. | + Lib. v. cap. 38. art. Fo. 
Hb. v. ap. 35. 
* parts | 
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parts of the body, eſpecially in the groinn 
and in this all the Greek writers agree. 

They alſo concur in opinion that Xowas | 
deg being derived from Negeg | porous, 

a hog, the diſeaſe took its name from 

the glands in the neck of ſwine being 

ſubje& to this complaint: the Latins 
afterwards introduced the word ſera» 

Fula, Or ſcrophula, from ſereſa, upon 

the ſame principle; though ſome refer - 

it to the multiplicity of their in- 

creaſe, like the offspring of a ſow ; and dnnn; 
hence the words frume and ſergfuis have 559. 
long ſince been uſed as ſynopymous terms. fynony- 

This affecion ſeems to. be a diltale urn. 
ſui generis ; and I believe all will agree A did 
with Celſus®, that it is extremely trou- - Lad 
bleſome, of long continuance, and, whe- © | 
ther cured by the knife or medicaments, 

is apt to break out again near the old 
ſcars. When I have SEL: it in the 


iz. EY 


r cite ©! * 
breaſt 
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breaſt of women, J have found it more 
troubleſome, after exciſion, than in any 
other external part; one gland ſprouting 
up after another for a tedious length of 
time, even when they have apparently all 
been removed, ſo as to try the patience 
and ſkill of the aſſiſtant. All writers, 
from the days of Hippocrates, are of 
opinion that this diſeaſe forms thoſe tu- 
bercles in the lungs which occaſion pul- 
monary. conſumptions ; thoſe ſwellings 
of the meſenteric glands which bring on 
_ theatrophy; and it appears to be heredi- 
tary, of which I know no more certain 
- criterion” than its lying dormant, ſome- 
"4 2 times for one generation, and appearing 
e in another; a fact abundantly de- 
3 by natural hiſtory. 
Allfeell- . But we muſt not miſtake enlarged 
not firu- lands: in the necks of young people, 
en, for the diſeaſe in queſtion; thoſe have 
always been diſtinguiſhed from ffrume 
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the beſt writers; they are commonly 


as 


fingle or detached from ech ther Gfbeen 
globular, though ſome flat and ſpreading, 


moſtly if not always looſe; and to the 


beſt of my remembrance, they feel per- 


fectly ſmooth. Whereas firume are 
knotty, form a chain of glands, or as 
Muſitanus“ expreſſes it, they hang 
like grapes depending from the fame 


branch, which ſeems to characterize the 


diſeaſe ; and inſtead of being looſe, they 


are thoroughly connected with the neigh= 


bouring parts. Nor are ſwelled glands, 


which ariſe from any cauſe except a ſtru- 


moſe habit, to be numbered in that claſs, 


though they appear rather rough, flat, 


and ſpreading ; for various cachexies, as 
we ſhall have occaſion to ſhew, will bring 
on theſe ſymptoms ; and therefore to be 
certain of the diſeaſe, it ſhould be traced.” 


* Chirurgia, gc. Cap. 44. 
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e 
Inflamed 
eyes, 

\ chopped 
lips, and 
ſu e ed 
noſtrils, 
not cha- 


racteriſ- 


tics of 
the dif- 
caſe. 
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But ſore inflamed eyes, „ 
— paſtey face, ſwelled or chapped 
lips, ar and ſwelled noſtrils, have been look- ; 
ed upon to be characteriſtics of this diſ- 

. caſe; and even ſome of our modern no- 
ſologiſts have adopted this definition; 
but ſurely without proper authority, for 
1 believe no writer is to be met with able 


to ſupport ſuch an opinion. Vogellius 


ſays, /crophbula tumor glandularum, colli et 
| meſer terii, indolens, abduratus; and the 


moſt accurate Linæus, Aruma; ; glandula 
infartts ; nodus indolens, Solraruſculus preſ- 


ane obtuſe fentiens,” Which perfectly | 


agrees with Hippocrates, and thoſe wri- 


ters Who have thoroughly examined the 


ſubject. It is true, ſwelled chapped lips, 


ſwelled noſtrils, fore eyes, &c. ſometimes 


accompany e but theſe do ok 


they are common to ns affections z and 


pears 
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on without any of them. Wherefore 

we ought firſt to be ſure of the habit 
being ſtrumous, before we are at liberty L 
to ſuſpect ſuch a diatbgſis preſent from 
1 r 

The primary cauſe of this diſcaſe is 

one. of thoſe ſecrets in nature that has | | 
not yet been unveiled ; but it is laid — 8 ? 
be an affection of the lymphatics: | 


certainly is of the lymphatic glands ; Gn 
if it be hereditary,. it muſt be owing. to 2 
form or 
ſtructure; and, like the gout, may be in- frufture, 
N an exiſting cauſe, which. may "0 
render theſe ſtrainers perfectiy 1 : 

of performing their office, or the fluids 9 
incapable of paſſing through them. Some 

will have it that the glands are relaxed; 
but 1 rather apprehend there is ſome 0x21; e 

deficiency in their form or nature: but : 

upon opening and , examining ſome that 

were taken out, I could only diſcover that 

they were diſtended with viſcid lymph. 


$99.02 Perhaps 
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Perhaps their firſt appearance, which 18 
rather uncertain, may be occaſioned by a 
tevolntion'in the habit about five or fix 
years of age; and it is aſſerted that at 
puberty this diſeaſe ſometimes entirely 
wears off without medical afliſtance. I 


believe it may now and then become 
dormant, but to eradicafe it, in my 


opinion, nature muſt be changed: it is 


liable to return, and, as far as I can judge, 


© thoſe ſwellings of the glands which en- 


- | tirely difappear, are not ſlrumæ, but an- 
other affection of the glandular ſyſtem; of 


which we ſhall hereafter have occaſion 
to take notice. 


Theſe ideas ſeem to be verified. by 
ſacceſs in practice; for I believe we ſel- 


dom do more than mitigate this malady ; 


and by proper treatment it is often in 
our power to render- life comfortable. 
To remove the glands by an operation, 
if it ld take place, would be the moſt 
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. method; but they are ſo 
thoroughly connected with the neigh- 
bouring parts, that an advantageous. ex- 
ciſion can ſeldom be effected with ſafety 
and advantage, unleſs they are only few 
in number, and ſituated at a proper di- 
ſtance from the principal arteries. Hence 
the more common method of attempt. 
ing to diſcuſs the tumors muſt 80 
rally be purſued, 


453 


Exciſion 


* 
when to 
be at- 
tem pted. 


For this purpoſe, from what I 3 Ty = 


been able. to learn, thoſe remedies which 


remove obſtruction, render as much as 
poſſible the glands, peryioys, make a de- 


mee | 


rivation from the part, and ſtrengthen - 


the ſyſtem. at the ſame time, are molt to 


be depended upon: but theſe are much 
more ſucceſsful when the diſeaſe is at- 
tacked in the beginning, before the ob, 
ſtructions are confirmed, or the glands 
ſpoiled ; and then-ſome effects may be 


expected from their uſe, Clearing the 


Gg3 erme 
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pring vie with ſmall doſes of. calomel, | 
. affiſted with an appoſite purge, lays the 
ground work of our proceedings. have 
ſeen large indurated glands ſubſide under 

- the ule of the /al ſode, and the appli- 
cation of a yolatile plaſter. The com- 
mon aſſiſtant, burnt ſponge, certainly 
| reduces the bronchocele ; which ſhews | 
that it acts upon the glands. What is 
therefore expected from calcined ma- 
rine vegetables is reaſonable ; ; and T have 
ſeen the practice of giving ſmall doſes of 
Epſom, „or Glauber's falt, daily, diffolved 
in a tumbler of water, ſo as to procure 
at leaſt two ſtools a day, ſerviceable in 

: reducing theſe tumors. It muſt not 
however be forgotten, that there is an 
ebbing and flowing in this malady; which 
moſtly happens in ſpring and autumn ; 
and 1 have often ſeen the glands when 
enraged by this __ ſubſide in a little | 


25 time, 
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time, if not irrijpted by erte or in- 
ternal remedies. 
Dr, John Fordyce * —— the 
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Bark. 


Peruvian bark as a reſolvent and diſcutient 


in the ſcrophula or the morbi glandularum; 


Dr. Fothergill ꝶ ſoon after wrote an 
ingenious paper upon the ſubject, and 
this was followed by another from Dr. 
Bond 9, 0 confirm the practice: ſince 
which, writers have looked upon it as a 
medicine of the moſt powerful influence 
in the cure of this diſcaſe, . 

I have attended to its real effects bow 
eyer in ftrumg, and though it may aſſiſt 
general ſtrength, I have not found it ad- 


equate to my wiſhes i in rc ducing theſe tu⸗ | 


mors, or even in abating very light 
ſtrumous ſymptoms ; and imagine, if we 
were to neglect entirely i in its favour the 


method of cure, which may be elected 


, * | Lond, Med, Ob. and-TInq, vol. 2 2+ Med. Ob. 
and Inq. Lon, vol. i. - 1 Ib. vol. ü. f 
eee from 
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from thofe who have written experimen- | 
tually, we ſhould be Laying aſide, in many ; 
' Inſtances, the intentions which ought to 

be purſued. We will therefore examine 
the ground upon which this opinion 
about the bark was founded. 
Is efforts The firſt caſe we meet with in Dr. For- 
Crophula dyce's paper, of bark being ſucceſsful 
| ac after calomel, was in a conſiderable ſwell- 
ing of great part of the parotid gland, as 
well as the glands on each fide of the 
neck, in a young lady, ſixteen years "I 
age, after inoculation ; but though they 
_ reſembled. ſtrumous glands, yet there 
might be a material difference in the two. 
_ diſcaſes, as will preſently appear. Her 
health was ultimately eſtabliſhed by that 
change in the conſtitution ſhe afterwards 
underwent ; and in the ſubjoining poſt- 
ſeript we leave the reader to judge whe- 
- ther this can be admitted, as a caſe in 


Point 
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ae 
| point, o ſhow the ue, mt n | 
The Sand SY of hard tumors in Fa 
breaſt, and under the axilla, with fore 
noſtrils, and thickened lips, appeared firſt - 
ina woman after lying-in, when her milk 
was going off; ſome of them being the | 
reliques of former ſwellings, from the 
ſame cauſe; and it muſt be obſerved, that 
the bark was not given till after the 
calomel, antimony, the woods, gum N 
-guaiacum, and Neville Holt water had 
been tried, of which we ſhall take notice 
in our general remark; though it is not 
foreign to our purpoſe, to call to mind in 
this place, that we have no account of 
ftrume appearing before theſe ſymptom; 
and a doubt ariſes whether * were 
ſtrumous or not *. 
| The third is a clear inflance;.of the 
bark reſolving a hard ſwelling,” formed * _ 
2 See Foſtſeript. 


- ol 


8 | 
flow under the left ear, and along that 


: Woh 
** 


fide of the lower jaw, in a young puny girl, 
four years old; if the unguentum ad firumas 
Luftanti, which was applied, afforded no 
aſſiſtance. But topical applications have 
often powerful effects upon ſwelled 
glands; and if none were expected from 
this- ointment, why was it applied? I 
very lately had an inſtance in a young 


woman of relaxed debilitated habit, where 
the glands on one fide of the neck ſwelled 


they aroſe ſeemingly from a tardineſs of 


- circulation through the gland, becauſe 


they entirely diſappeared in a fortnight 
from the application of the emplaſtrum 


fliflicum alone; whereas, had the bark 


been given, the effects might have been 


adtſcribed to the wrong remedy Nor can 


we ever be certain of the effects of any 
medicine when auxiliaries are employed. 


| bes remainder of his caſes are not ap- 


poſite 


* — 
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polite to the diſcaſe in qusſtion 2 but 1 
though we are not convinced from * 0 
thing. advanced, that the bark cures 
ſtrumæ; yet we join Dr, Fordyce in opi- 
nion, ** that in tymified glands, where 
te the habit happens to be feeble, and the 

6 circulation weak, from conſtitution or 
e accident, bark is a moſt enten FED 
e medicine 17. . 

The firſt part of Doctor Fothergill's 
paper is to prove the power of the bark 
in the ſcrophulous ophthalmy ; of which 

we ſhall take notice when we reſume out 
ſubject, after examining thoſe on the ſame 

ſubject by Dr. Bond, However, we may 

here obſerve, that his reaſoning deſerves 

cloſe attention, as it may be uſeful for 

various purpoſes; and that there cannot 

be clearer evidence againſt the power f 

the bark in diſcuſſing ſtrumous glands, 

than the facts he produces; for in an 


+ See Poſtſcript. = See Poſiſeript. 
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Würm parotid gland, art an her 


tary ſcrophulous taint, no 9 
benefit acerued. It ſeemed to ſtop the 


progreſs of the diſtemper, but did not 


cure it; nor did the bark, a year after- 


wards, afford relief, when the chin and 
upper lip began to be covered with a 
thick yellow ſcab, moiſt and itching ; but 
A courſe of deobſtruents, ſea-bathing, and 


the ule of Scarbarough-water, ſubdued 
ee ſymptoms. He - apprehends the 


bark put a ſtop to the increaſe of the 


tumor, and rather ſoftened it, but this 
was all. He met with many o- ber caſes 
(he fays), in which it had the like effects, 
reſtored a better ſtate of health in various 
reſpects, and laid a proper foundation to 
proceed upon, in attempting a cure by 


other methods ; but he did not find that 
ſucceſs from it-in ſcrophulous ulcers, as 


might be expected: from which honeſt 


g account of facts, it ſeems pretty evident 


that 
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that we are not to expect aſſiſtance from 
- its reſolving, but from Its Er Gs 
property. 

In Dr. Bond's account of a lady; with 
Ar cluſters of ſcrophulous tumors in 
the neck, it appears that the cure had 
been attempted by many, and ſevere; 


courſes of medicines ; and ſhe was {6 
reduced by loſs of appetite and a flow 
fever, that ſhe could ſcarcely walk acroſs 


the chamber. Some of the tumors, which 


were 'at leaſt two inches in diameter, 
underwent a partial ſuppuration, and 


diſcharged an ichorous matter from fiſtu- 


| Jous ulcers. They were ſo numerous, 
large, and hard, and her conſtitution in 
general ſo ſhattered, that he could not 
flatter himſelf with any rational proſpect 
of ſucceſs from medicine ; yet ſhe was 
perfectly cured by the application of a 
diſcutient fomentation, the emp. e ſapone, 
and the uſe of the bark. In the other 

bur of 
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of a young girl, with a large number of 
ſcrophulous tumors, which had [gradually 


Increaſed for many years, a flight ſaliva- 
tion for ſeveral weeks was firſt purſued, 
_ which rather increaſed than leſſened the 
ſwellings; but they were afterwards 


alnoft diffolved (reduced I ſuppoſe) by 


powdered bark and ſteel. Nor does it 
appear that any medicine could have been 
ſtrength and yigour, ſo neceſſary after the 


proceſs undergone. But it is reaſonable 
to conclude, that in every one of theſe 
caſes, in which a courſe of deobſtruents 


took. place, they were preparatory to the 
- uſe. of the bark, ant favoured its ſucceſs, 
which might not have happened without 
their aſſiſtance; otherwiſe, how came 


it to paſs, that Dr. Fothergill could not 


remove ſtrumous glands by: bark alone? 


The ſeruma, it is well known, is ſome- 


eyes; 


rims accompanied with ſore and inflamed 
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byes; and I have tried, in ſtrumous oph- 


| thalmias, when the edges of the lids were 


only a little red, with a ſlight inflamma- 
tion on the conjunctiva, whether the bark 


was to be depended upon in ſubduing the 
_ diſeaſe in this mild ſtate ; but have always 


found auxiliaries neceſſary. And, from 


353 


the whole, I have long concluded, and 
found it true by experience, that when 
in infeebled, relaxed habits, bark is given 
in ſtrumous caſes, deobſtruents ought to 
be joined; and by uniting it with 


ode, or regenerated tartar, a very power- 
ful invigorating deobſtruent is produced. 


To the glands, when ſwelled and unin- 


flamed, a volatile plaſter may be applied; 
mercurial ointment rubbed about the part 
does no ſervice; but iflues are certainly 
employed with advantage. | 
'To ſome of theſe methods we are 
obliged to have recourſe in inland coun- 
oy; to diſperſe theſe tumors ; and by 


Sea-water 
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eontinuing them a de time, we now ahi 
then leſſen the diſeaſe. But in places 


Co adjoining to the ſea, ſea-water is a remedy 
on which they have great dependence in 
| ſcouring the glands, and bracing the 


fibres. I have ſent ſome thither early in 


this diſeaſe, who, from drinking the water, 


and bathing in it, have found ſome benefit 


by baving their ſwellings reduced. But 


I refer to Ruſſel on Sea-water, who has 
written a practical book, with many 


precepts and cautions, which ought to be 
known to thoſe who are not already ac- 


quainted with them; and by collecting 


all the caſes in point into one · view, they 


will be found uſeful. The guercus marina, 
which they alſo uſe externally, as a diſ- 
autient, we have not, on account of di- 


ſtance, an opportunity of trying; and we 


can only, therefore, get information about 


it from books, which at beſt only leads 
to dhe know ledge required, 


However, 
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However, with the otimoſt attention, dener 
theſe glands - will ſometimes undergo a 
partial ſuppuration, yielding a matter 
peculiar. to themſelves; and à tedious - * 
_ buſineſs is generally the conſequence; not 
only from the obſtinacy of diſeaſed _ 
but from there being frequently a ſuc- 
ceſſion of gatlicrings for a great length of 25 
time. When we ſee this is likely to 
happen, I uſually apply a gum plaſter 
till the tumor breaks; of is fit + to be 
opened: If the diffolution ſeems to be 
tolerably complete, and the tumors are 
ſeated in the necks of women, I pafs a 
ſmall feton ; otherwife I open from one 
end to the other, and follow the practice 
of applying dry precipitate to deſtroy the 
_ remainder of the gland, or Mr. Wathen's 
cauſtic, compoſed of arſenic and anti- 
mony, which in general is a better reme- 
dy : and when the gland is removed, the 
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Medi- 
cines not 
to be diſ- 
carded. 
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) alcer:will heal more readily under cold 


_ water-than any other dreſſing. tr 


But in hereditary 9 eie 
nnen had upon diet than medi- 


cine; and it is well known, that health 
may be maintained, and the whole con- 


ſtitution changed, by a proper choice of 


aliment: whence it has been affirmed, 


chat by diet alone, all the intentions of 
medicine may be anſwered. 
{ But though it muſt be © THIN chat 


Godin in general, more agreeable to the 


ſtomach than medicines, and that a pro- 
per diet is a principal matter in the cure 


of all diſeaſes; yet medicines are not to 
de entirely diſcarded: it frequently hap- 


pens, that the patient has not any appe- 


tite, and where the appetite is bad, the 


| forcing down food can do but very little 


ſervice ; becauſe it will not be properly 
digeſted. Under ſuch circumſtances, 
We ſhould firſt 4 to bring on an 

inclination 
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inclination for food, and. by ſtrengthen- 
ing the, powers of digeſtion. we lay the 


foundation of our proceedings; for if dis 
geſtion is well performed, food does its 


proper affice, 5 health. jo the conſe. 


QUEAEE-! | 

For this pales We thovla employ 
means that are gentle in their effects; 
for weak ſtomachs cannot bear rough. 
uſage: A few grains of calome. and. 2 


little rhubarb, or the like, will often be 


necellary to clear the prime vie before 
any other medicine is/given ; and when 
we remember, that one drop of laudanum 


Will often leſſen the irritability of the 
whole body, we have reaſon to expect 


advantage from ſmall doſes of all kind 


of medicines which act upon the nervous 
ſyſtem. I can aver, I haye ſeen better 


* 
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What 
kind ne- 
ceſſary to 


aſſiſt food. 


effects from light warm bitters, than 


from ſtronger doſes, eſpecially when the 


rule of Celſus has been obſeryed, of mix= 
II h 2 0 ing 


. „ 


ing with them an opening medicine. A 
cold infufion' of the bark, or thamomile 
flowers, in ſmall quantity, with ſome 
bitter cordial tincture made with ſpirits, 
and a few drops of elixir aloes, will 
commonly be ſufficient, without loading, 


or being difagreeable to the ſtomach, to 


a * 


conſi- 
dered. 


| Excite and keep up the appetites ; and 
| having accompliſhed this point,” food 
properly adjuſted will do the reſt. 
But of late there has been an idle 
theory ſuggeſted contrary to the cleareſt 
evidence , that the digeſtion in the ſto- 
mach is performed by a fever; which 
| does not only neglect facts, but it ſup- 
poſes nature to take præternatural me- 
thods to perform her proceſſes in the 
5 Upon particular occaſions may be added a fo 
drops of ſteel wine, elixir of vitriol, regenerated tartar, 
Ec. as may ſuit with the preſcriber's intention. 
+ Reaumur long fince proved, that food was di- 


geſted by a menſtruum; which has ſince been confirmed by 
Mr, Hunter, Spallanzani, and others. 


animal 


On Strume, on the Evil, 


animal œconomy: accordingly I haye 
ſeen ſyſtematic practitioners keep their 
patients upon Rarving- diet, even in 
chronic complaints, to avoid bringing 
on a fever in the 3 and its con- 
ſequences ! I am clear in opinion, that 
many have been brought into fatal diſ- 
eaſes by this ſpeculative nonſenſe: we 
cannot, therefore, do better than reprobate 
a doctrine ſo replete with miſchief; and 
as facts make a ſtronger impreſſion than 
declamation, we ſhall ſhew the effects 
of ſuch treatment, even upon Pons | 
free from illneſs.  , 
A lady of good r * 
thirty years of age, being ſeized with a 
fever, ſent for a phyſician, who happened 
to be from home. She therefore took 
a doſe of Dr, James s powder, which 
— ſmartly, and Wt, day ſhe found 


ever oo Doctor called ns ſce her. upon 
Hh 2” his, 


| 


On Struma, on be Evil. 


Eis fetörn and adviſed her to abſtain 
from almeft al! kinds of food aſſuring 
Her he would be ill again if ſhe exceed 
ed tie rules he preſcribed ; and putting 
her upen extreme Tow diet, her ſtomach 
ſoon becartie weak; her 1 Wan 


and ſhe was in in earneſt. of VAL, 
From this time he was Achüdeub in Kis 
vilits, and purfü ing his Wee ee 


che Patient daily grew worſe apon his: 
hard; WRereföre at about three Höntüis 
end; he adviſed her to go to Bath, She 
ſet ot propped up in a chaiſe, But it way: 
impoſſible for her to proceed many les, 
thigh rttoft gefitly driven; and being 
lodgett in a relations houſe, I Was de“ 
ſtred to ee her. It the whole 'conrle of 
ly life; E newer u any fving perfor 
a dh dr to che ſtate of a fkeleton ;/ 
is Ab being inf gone, the "could? 
not and; het pulſe could ſcarce be felt, 
Her' kyes were W "the was troubled 


with 


on Strume, or the Evil: 


with a diarrhea, and ſcemed to be i _ 
the briak of the grave. 

Upon talking over the whole e 
ings; it was very evident ſhe was almoſt 
ſtarved to death, and food was recom- 


471 


mended; but the aſſiduity and care of 


her former phyſicĩan, had made ſo-great 
an impreſſion on her mind, that ſhe could 
not at firſt be perſuaded, to enter upon 
a plan againſt which he had ſo often 


preached: and when I recommended 


wine, ſhe ſeemed to have very little faith 
in my judgment. However, as her re- 
lations joined me in opinion, we gra- 
dually brought the patient to be ruled g 
and I began by preſeribing the com- 
pound powder of crabs claws, in a ſpoon- 
ful of ſmall cinnamon- water; but the 
firſt doſe, inſtead of mitigating, increaſed 
her purging very much, and ſhe there- 


fore left off all kind of medicine, of which. 


ſhe lad Jong been tired, 


Hh4 Pr 


. 7 < an Fe * a 8 wh, 7 2 Py 1 — 
* ** 1 * 4 r # _ , . =: W 9 
* 4 - — _ » U . ” : 4 * , p —_— * 
- —— —2 — 2 „ i :—: ::: * 2 22 222 ———— —— 2 ˙· — — Pe < angas — 
- 2 my — . r — ©” * n * N Y <—_— 
A r F l 6 8 A 6 . 
= 
: c 8 
_— : : 


4472 


* 


On Strumæ, or tbe Evil. 


F Nor did ſolid food agree better with 


her ſtomach. From a long diſuſe af 


any thing of this kind, it ſeemingly irri- 
tated, and run through the bowels with 


great "rapidity, - However, by perſever- 
ing, beef tea, gravy, the-fleſh of cray-fiſh, 


Jobſter, &c. in ſmall quantities, were 
in time taken without inconvenience; 


and ſhe ſoon began to think a few tea- 


ſpoonfuls of port, with ſpice boiled in it, 


agreeable. Milk would not agree with 


her; but by gradually proceeding, ſhe 


could in time take more wine, and differ- 
ent kinds of food in greater N e 


which reſtored her to health. 


To what extent dhe Birving regimen 
may be carried by hypothetical men, is 


| hard to fay ; but there is rarely indication 


| for it in the preſent inſtance ; the fibres 


in general being weak and relaxed, 


and diet, which leſſens viſcidity, and 
"Pon" vigour to the ſolids, ſeems to be 
l N moſt 


2 \ 


* 


on Strumæ, or the. Evil. 
moſt proper, if mild, and incapable of 


1473 


much fat, and live upon, the fleſh. of 


grown animals, of light and eaſydigeſhon, 


Veniſon and: game, in moderate quanti- 
ties, ſeem to be proper food, on-account of 
the active juices their "fleſh contains; 
Fiſh, which ſome adviſe, may be omitted 
except freſh herrings, mackarel, lobſters 


cray-fiſh, and the like. Milk in debi- 


litated habits is proper; but pork ſhould 
be avoided. as affording groſs juice. I ſec 
no objection to the uſe of well-brewed 
- medicated malt liquor, Wine alſo, un- 


der proper regulations, where the conſti- 


tution requires it, will not only be a 
pleaſant beverage, but a good medicine. 
Air and exerciſe ſhould not be omitted, 
and the cold bath, I believe, is ſerviceable. 
But all theſe remedies muſt be uſed mo- 


| derately, and in ſome conſtitutions abſte- 


miouſneſs | 
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muſt be obſerved; for there is 
to” laying down a g rule: a ple 
Hirie patient requiring reduction er vir 
and the 
ſtrait Abe, yet ſuch additions and er 
des wu e be made, as par- 
which 
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TT „de hy, üb eee that chav 
ſeveral kinds of ſwellings of the 
glands which have been called ſere- 
phulous, that belong to another elafs ef 
diſcaſes z and we have {et this Poſteript 
apart for the purpoſe ef diſtinguiſking 
one from the other. Notwithſtand- "_ 
ing it bas been lately alferted, © that | 
6 therè is not one fartilly in twenty in 
« this country, conſiſting of ſeveral 
* childtth, where this'complaint has not 
« in Fainic forin, and it ſort period, made y in 
u its appcarance; yet we believe the | ah 
true trum is leſs coitiribn'thar! has been 
imagined, and never happens but in fa- 
milies who are ſubje& to this diſeaſe, and 


that 


P08 TS RIP r. 

that theſe are fewer in number than has 
been apprehended. Thoſe of the contrary 
opinion ſeem to think every ſwelled 


gland to be a, ſtrumous affection, for 


they ſay the Aruma ariſes from the ſmall- 


pox, meaſles, hooping-cough, fevers of 


all kinds, | moiſt and low fituations, the 


obſtruction of any natural or acruſtomed 


_ evacuation, , extreme cold, lacerated 


Swelled 
glands 

m ab- 
ſorption 
not fru · 
me. 


wounds, &c. And might they not with 


equal propriety have added, that it is 
brought on by cancers in the lips, gum- 
boils *, and a gonorrhœa, becauſe theſe 


alſo occaſion ſwellings in the neighbour- 


ing glands? Some of theſe indeed may 
be occaſional, or exciting cauſes to an 
incecaſe of the. felling of. the, glands in 


ſtrumous habits ; yet if this diatheſis 
does not preyioully exiſt, ſubſequent 


frellings at, may happen to the Sande 


* 


5 ® See Hewſon « on a the Lymphatic — 
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POSTSCRIPT. 477 - 
cannot-with any ſort of propriety be called 

the ſtruma. It is only the reliques of the 
diſeaſe; which has gone before; nor did 
I ever know the evil brought on by any 
of the above cauſes, without the glands 
having before ſhewn a ſtrumous affection. 


1 have repeatedly ſeen ſwelled glands The habit 


reſembling the /ruma, accompanied with ear of ' 
inflamed. eyes, after the ſmall-pox, and may 4 


meaſles ; but I am convinced by their ff proot 

diſperſion, or by their ſuppurating, and being the 

by the habit getting entirely clear of the 

diſeaſe, that they were not ſcrophulous. 

We have given an inſtance where ſwelled 

glands bn the fide of the neck, reſembling 

the firuma, were at once diſperſed by a 

gum plaſter. A woman had ſeveral en- 

larged glands on each fide. the neck, 

in conſequence of ſiekneſs, occaſioned 

by ſuckling ; - but upon weaning the 

child and taking the bark, ſhe recovere. 

Nor is this an uncommon circumſtance; 
n | a8 


trum. 


4 8 
. 


boerse AI. 


as I have had many opportunities of Ob. 


ſerying. An unmarried woman, about 
thirty years of age, rather of a relaxed 


habit, upon taking cold, occaſioned” a 


utering obſtruction; 2 ſwelling of the 
glands on one ſide of her neck, to the 


ie & a ſuans egg, followed: ; but upon 


taking /“ ſode, and wearing a volatite 


tleman, about ten years of age, lying 
one night witk the curtains open againſt 
a door, from which he received a ſtream 
of cold air upon the ſide of his neck, and 
throat, a ſwelling: of conſiderable ſize 


appeared upon the part next morning; 
but though the ſwelling of the ſkin and 


cellular membrane . diſappeared, by the 


remedies that were applied, yet ſeyeral 
glands that were alſo affected, remained 
in ſſatu quo, and in time ſome of them 


a W 


ee 


POSTSCRIPT: 
ſuppurated. In this ſtate I firſt ſaw + 


him, and conſidering i it as a local diſeaſe, 
he was cuted by topical Sea ns 


” 


bor. fi 


alone. The ſame effects may take place 2 a 


from any other diſeaſe, which occaſions f ws 1 


a flow circulation through che glands. 
It is common in large manufacturing 


towns, eſpecially in the iron trade; and 
were any of them to gather and break, 


and become obſtinate, as is common to 
glandular tumors, I know of no greater 


ignorance than calling the diſeaſe the 
evil. Nor is this the only inconvenienee 


to ſociety; for by claſfing diſeaſes toge- 
ther that have no alliance, confuſion in 
practice has en and will conſtantly 


ariſe. 


We have already obierind; that the 


entire removal of the evil, though it may 


be mitigated, is not to be expected; but 
the ſwelled glands from other cauſes 
readily admit of a cure: in the one in- 

ſtance, 


the diſeaſe is enn in ths 
make or ſtructure of the glandular ſyf 
foelled tem, and ſubject to ſhew itfelf day after 
4 8 day: in the other, the glands are only 
i conſiſts. affected by an adventitious cauſe that 
gives way to proper remedies. Hence 
we ſee how it comes to paſs, that ſwelled 
glands in debilitated habits are cured by 
the bark ; and whenever we cannot trace 
a ſtrumous taint; and the diſeaſe is per- 
fealy conquered, we may conclude it 
was not ſcrophulous. Many of thoſe in- 
ſtances Wiſeman has given us, I appre- 
bend, were only enlarged: or obſtructed 
glands z becauſe the eure was ſo perfectly 

_ accompliſhed, chiefly by topical reme- 
dies: and it will be evident, that he was 
not very exact in his diſtinctions, when 
we eall to mind that he copied from 
Parey, &c. the meliceris atheroma and 
| into his account of the evil ; it 
| + - being 
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being impoſſible for a greater difference | 


to exiſt than betwixt an: tumors 


and firume: 
Looſe ſmooth laid lands. have 


above been ſpoken of, and in addition 


we ſhall now obſerve; that the changes 
the glandular ſyſtem undergoes in youth®, | 


occaſion theſe ſwellings which have un- 
doubtedly been taken for frume ; and 


given riſe to an opinion, that this diſ- 


eaſe diſappears often, without any medi- | 


cal aſſiſtance. Whereas: it is not the 
evil which is removed; but theſe. en- 


larged glands ſubſide from the reſolution 


if is not 
— evil 
ata 
— fn 
young 
ple 
ut other 
ſwelled 


glands. 


the conſtitution undergoes at the time of 0 


puberty. They moſtly, like warts in 


young people, vaniſh of their own*ac+ 


cord, provided they are left unnoticed, 
till this change takes place; otherwiſe, 


if topics are employed, and any inflam- 
mation produced, they are prevented 


Ses Ruſſel an the Glands, ls: 
* If „ 


Sa. - ' 7 . 
R 
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from diſappearing at the time nature is 
Working a change for this purpoſe. ©. © 
Whento. Sometimes indeed they continue after 
e by this alteration i in the conſtitution hap- 
exciton. pens, and they may then be fafely re- 
moved by dividing the ſkin and capſula 
in which they are incloſed, by a ſimple 
inciſjon the whole length of the tumor, 
and then preſſing ont the gland, which 
Il! have frequently done with the utmoſt 
eaſe. But when the cyſt happens to be 
thick, after dividing the ſkin, the upper 
part of it may be taken away by the ſame 
'operation that ſets the gland at liberty. 
The wound wa ks cured by the firſt in- 
tention, nor need we be under any appre- 
henſions of the tumor returning like the 
meliceri, when the cyſt is left behind; 
for the gland being entirely removed, 
and incapable of being renewed like the 
other, by ſecretion, the parts, if they are : 
| carefully laid ND : ws kept out of mo- 
EZ n. 
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tion, ſoon unite, and the cure is com- 
plete. There is no danger of dividing 
any of the branches of the carotid artery 


433 


by this operation, nor indeed does any 


hemorrhage enſue. Whereas when the 


tumor is diſſected out, the patient un- 


dergoes much more pain, and much more 


hazard, as I have experienced where I 
could not preſs them out, from their 


having been inflamed by attempts to n 


bring about a cure. I have met with 
enlarged glands of this ſort in women's 
breaſts, increaſed to a very conſiderable 
ſige. Upon dividing the cellular mem- 
brane, and capſula, they flipped out as 
clean as'a kidney, and the wound admits 
of the cure juſt adviſed, 

Children, and yqung people have not 
unfrequently a breaking out in the hind 
part of their head, which diſcharges a 
thin ichor; and unleſs kept very clean, 
a rung of the glands on each fide ap- 

11 2 pears, 


In w- 
men's 


| breaſts. - 


Swelling 
of the 
glands in 
the neck 
from an 
eruption 
on the 
hind part 
of the 
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pears, very much reſembling the ftru- 


ma; but upon cutting off the hair, 


waſhing the parts with milk, occaſion- | 
ally. applying a mild digeſtive, giving 
ſmall doſes. of calomel, joined with a 
gentle purge, together with fuch other 
alteratives as the conſtitution requires, 
and abſtaining from all kind of food that 
may create acrimony z the patient in no 


great length of time gets perfectly clear 
of the diſeaſe and its conſequences. In 


leucophlegmatie habits alſo, eſpecially in 
young women, attended with a ch/loro/is, 
a flux of humours ſometimes ſhews itſelf 
in the head and face, with ſwelled in- 
flamed ſore eyes, diſcharging great quan- 
tities of ichor, together with ſwelled noſ- 


_ trils, ſwelled lips, glandular ſwellings 


in the neck; conſtituting a train of 
ſymptoms, that by modern writers have 


been called ſcrophulous, but which I ap- 
prehend are owing to a depravity in the 


humours, 


1 


 P'O'STSCRIEDP', Mg: 


humours, and to abſorption of part of the 
fluids, obſtructed about the head; be- 

cauſe, upon the diſorder being removed, 
and puberty elapſed, it does not return. 

Beſides, one kind of chopped and ſwelled 

lip, which has alſo been ſuppoſed to be 

ſtrumous, is certainly owing to local re- 

laxation; becauſe I have frequently 
cured it with linen cloths wet in cold 

water, aſſiſted with bandage. It is 
ſmooth, unattended with any humour, 

and the part has only the appearance * 

buoy relaxed. 


After all, perhaps the inflamed 958 nary” 
&c. Dr. F othergill cured with the bark, and in- 
might be a diſeaſe of this kind; as there arty 
is ſome doubt from his faithful narra- 
tive, whether it was ſtrumous or not. 
Otherwiſe, how came it to paſs that the 
bark was not equally effectual in ſcrofu- 
lous glands, and ſcrofulous ulcers, as in 
what he ſuppoſed to be a ſcrofulous oph- 
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thalmy ; unleſs they were different diſor- 


ders? It is well known that in inflamed 


eyes in relaxed habits, the bark has long 


been known to be uſeful; but when at- 


tended with a flux of humours, his me- 
thod of joining opening medicines, and 


giving a grain of calomel every other 


night, rendered it a more powerful re- 
medy ; for though he ſeemed not to have 
any dependence on this laſt aſſiſtant, yet 
L apprehend it was a principal part of his 
preſcription * and that either calomel, 


or ſmall Coles of quickfilver, ſhould al- 
ways be joined with the bark in fimilir 


inſtances. Whereas in the feruma, mer- 
eury affords no relief, except when given 
to purge. | 

In ſwelled glands, from forbleneſs of 


| conſtitytion, it is only neceſſary to clear 
the primg vie, before we enter upon a 


: '* See Mercury in Venereal Ulcer, Loud, Med. Orme 
part i. fo. 86, | 


" oe 


p OS OI 


courſe of the bark: but where a flux of 
humours prevails about the head and eyes, 
after purging with calomel, &c. it will 


405 


be farther neceſſary to unload the habit, 
by increaſing the ſecretion of urine; and 


for this purpoſe diuretic ſalts muſt” be 
given. But there is no evacuation equal 
to that made by a ſeton in the neck; it 
ſeemingly does more ſervice than all the 


other remedies put together: nor does it 
interfere with the bark, when the relaxed 


diſpoſition of the patient requires its uſe. 

A young lady about fifteen years of age, 
was troubled with ſwelled lips, her noſ- 
trils and glands in the neck were in the 
fame ſituation. She was blind from the 


ſwelling and inflammation of her eyes, 
which diſcharged a corroſive ichor that 
excoriated her cheeks; a torrent of hu- 
mours flowed from behind her ears, and 


her whole face partook of the violence 
of the * She was pale and relaxed, 
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and to the beſt of my renembrance, þ 
never ſaw what has been called a more | 
violent firumous ophthalmy. She was 
purged with calomel, and Glauber' s falt 


| repeatedly. Sal fode was given, her, lau- 


danum was occaſionally dropt into the 
eyes , which gaye eaſe, and probably 
leflened the irritability of the parts, and 
the vegeto- mineral water of Goulard was 
applied ; cold water, however, proved a 
better lotion, But though theſe rather 
leſſened the complaint, they did not re- 
move it, tall a ſeton was put in her neck, 
and recourſe had to ſimple lime-water, of 
which ſhe drank half a pint, with a little 
milk, twice a day : this treatment en- 
tirely cured her, and prevented the ne- 
ceſſity of uſing 1 the bark, which was in- 


| tended to have been given ; but the ſuc- | 


ceſs 1 repeatedly have had by this method 


in ſimilar inſtances, induced me not to 


9 Sce Ophchaliy, vol, 3 * 
overlook 
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overlook it on the preſent occaſion. Ne- 
yertheleſs, after the parts are unloaded in 


feeble relaxed habits, the bark may be of 


great ſervice in reſtoring ſtrength and 
"tr 
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di ſeaſe of 
the glands 


! 


1 5 | 
8 4 (- . 490 9 ) | S5 
: 7 d F 


ON THE DVSHYMENV. 


Cd os male, a v un NM. embrana, diſeaſed nem- 
brane } or ſero-purulent Abſceſs. 


. BSCESSES in which an af- 
fection of the glands, except from 
abſorption, make no part of the com- 
plaint, have alſo been called ſcrofulous ; 
and by thus viewing two different diſ- 
eaſes which require oppoſite treatment 


in the ſame light, even very able modern 


But not 
making 
this di- 
ſtinction, 


barraſſed 
the 


writers have embarraſſed thęir ſubject, 
and perplexed the method of cure they 
have preſcribed, Hence they differ in. 
their accounts about the effects of me- 
dicines, in the cure of the ſcrofula, from 


the ſame remedies having been applied 


in a variety of diſeaſes under this appel- 
lation, 


The Dyſoymeny, 


lation, in all of which they could not 
poſſibly be attended with ſucceſs. 

The diſeaſe we allude to, is that 
Which occaſions thoſe ſero- purulent ab- 
ſceſſes that ſhew themſelves in an affec- 
tion of the membranes, and form thoſe 
cold indolent tumors which diſcharge 


either lymph, a kind of curds and whey, | 


or poor thin matter, ſo well known under 
the name of ſcrofulous abſceſſes, to the 
faculty, It is a diſeaſe which cannot be 
claſſed with any other, and ſhould be 
treated with its own proper remedies. 


Wiſeman * very plainly aw the ne- 


ceſſity of making a diſtindlion betwixt 
an affection of the glands and this com- 
plaint, but was incapable of defining the 
diſeaſe ; and fixing upon an acidity in the 
ſerum of the blood, for the ſpecific dif- 
ference, no way enlightened this part of 


his ſubje&: and we muſt afl, we 


* Book iv. chap. ii. 
know 


Wiſeman 
atte mpt- 
ed a di- 

ſtincti on. 


—_ i. 


On Sero-purulent "Abſeeſſes. . 


know not how to point out the primary 


cauſe of this complaint, unleſs we call 
in the aid of ſimilar affections, with 


whoſe riſe we are well acquainted, For 
inſtance, before preparation for inocula- 
tion was well underſtood, I have known 


large abſceſſes, eſpecially about the joints, 


exactly reſembling thoſe which have been 


called ſcrofulous, in which the mem- 
brane was firſt affected, in conſequence 


of low diet, much purging, a free uſe of 


the lancet, and the progreſs of the diſ- 


eaſe, ſo as to weaken the patient below 


his uſual ſtandard of health. I have 


alſo obſerved fimilar abſceſſes to follow, 
after ſome time, the effloreſſences ariſing 


from an inflammation of the mem 
branes *; and we have ſeen, that taking 


cold, and injuring the membranes , has 
brought on a ſomewhat ſimilar kind of ma- 
lady.; from all which we would infer, that 
iy See Eryſip. vol. i. 4 See Phleg. Rheu. vol. i. 


v0 forms 


On Sero- purulent Abſeeſſes. 
ſome kind of weakneſs prevails in the 
ſyſtem, and is the cauſe of the diſcaſe, 3 in 
queſtion. _ 3 

Debility, however, in the 8 
inſtance, is different from weakneſs 
brought on by the cauſes juſt aff gned, 
and ſeems to be owing to an innate mor- 
| bid diſpoſition of the conſtitution : for 
though the membranes firſt ſhew the 


ſymptoms of the complaint, yet the muſ- 
cular fibres are alſo i in a different ſtate 


| _ 


Appeny 


ances iu : 
the con 


ſtitution. 


from thoſe in a healthy ſubject; and 


when expoſed, there is an appearance not 
to be met with in any other diſcaſe; 


There are evident marks of want of 
energy in them, they are emaciated, pale, 


and ſlender. Nor is this ſtate to be al- 
tered by art; new granulations cannot 
be made to ariſe, nor can the matter be 
changed, either by diet or medicines: 
but the ſubſequent ulcer ſkins over in its 
own flow way, in "IRR to every 

attempt 


* 


3 
£ 
by 

* 
518 
:i8 
1 
4.x 
7 

+ F 
= 
+ 

1 


. tb” 7 n 
. os FO IF NT IE 


— — 


ODY 


R 


y * 
— 


8 8 A x 2 
—— —ä—ä— —„—ꝛ— — U— —— — 
. 


WY n 2 3 


PP 


4 * 
3 
35 
x g 
5 


54 


r vo 
n = 
» 


= * Jn 
by ; 
S. 
3 

4 


— ————ů K ˙ —— arr IG, | „ — 
2 
- 


n 
Fe "Ty 
„. OO 
4 . 
— ———— ont 


as nd 


e 
* 


SF Lat, 
1 p a * 


Py 
5 
. 
7 
4 
: 
b 


* 
” 0 5 


Lv” % 
494 
* 


On fero-purulent Abſeeſet. 
attempt to aſſiſt nature. Whereas in thoſe 
abſceſſes, of which, from being ſimilar, we 
have ſpoken, medicines and diet have 
their proper effect; and we are hence 


led to conclude, that the untractableneſs 
is a criterion of the malady, and that it 


is owing to a ter affection of the 


whole body, which is unalterable. 

1 have known it inherited from thoſe 
* who have injured their conſtitution by 
repeated venereal complaints; and yet 


| we have no reaſon to conclude that it is 


always hereditary ; becauſe 'we meet with 


it in many inſtances, where we have no 


reaſon to apprehend its being brought on 


by family connection. It may be re- 


membered, that the diſeaſe ſometimes firſt 
ſhews itſelf in- the membranes covering 
the bones. I have ſeen the whole pericra- 
nium come away in ſloughs, and the pe- 


rioſteum in the extremities is no uncom- 


mon ſeat of the malady. More generally 
it 


On  fero-purulent Abſeeſſes. 


it begins in the membranes, calling the 
muſcles, and not uncommonly i in ſeveral 
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parts of the body at the ſame time. We 


have obſerved it not unfrequently ariſes 
in the loins, and ſometimes the mem- 
branes in the lungs are affected, and in- 
ſpiſſated mucus, or lymph, is ſpit up in 
coughing; and what is exceedingly cu- 
rious, though an hectic may come on 
from an abſorption, the glands of the 
lungs are ſeldom affected: nor do either 


tubercles or ulcers appear upon diſſection, | 


as I have had ſome opportunities of learn- 
ing, even where great expectoration has 
happened. But coughs are not very com- 
mon in this complaint, and J think the 


lungs in general are leſs affected than the 


other parts of the body. When the diſ- 
eaſe takes an unfavourable turn, it is 
rather owing to the extent, than the na- 


ture of the complaint; for moderate-ſized 
abſceſſes, externally ſeated, which do not 
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| On Seri purulent Abſceſſes: 
affect the joints; commonly get well by 
proper aſſiſtance in time, though an in- 
firm ſtate of health not anſtegicntly re- 
mains. 
It is wal known; theſe abſceſſes a 
become full of matter, without inflatn- 
mation, pain, or fever; are exceedingly 


flow in their progreſs, and nature is fre- 


quently ſo very remiſs, that we are 
obliged to let out the matter when the 
{kin becomes thin, under a plaſter, com- 
poſed of the warm gums. Large open- 
ings are long in healing, unleſs we can 
make the ſkin on each ſide the opening 
unite with the parts underneath; which 
may ſometimes be done. Pultices and | 
ointments of all kinds do injury, and 
linen cloths, wet in cold water, after the 
matter is diſcharged, is the beſt remedy ; 
as I have many years.experienced, if tlic 
parts become warm ſoon after it is ap- 
Pats ns if a chilaeſs ſucceeds, 


no 


On Sero-purulent Abſceſſes. 
no. advantage can be expected from its 


uſe, unleſs warmed by the toy, of 
brandy. . 


I nſtead_ & ha REN = 5 1 FRE Medi- 


| been fou nd ſerviceable in the ftruma, 
tonic remedies ſeem to be indicated 3 but 
bark produces no effect. 1 have tried 


cines in · 
dicated. 


lime- water, ſteel, and an hundred other 


things, with no better ſucceſs; for the 


ulcer goes on in its own way, -the fibres 
continue in the ſtate deſcribed, and at laſt 


are ſkinned over by flow degrees, with 


a ſmooth cicatrix. The only internal 
medicine from which I have obſerved 
any remarkable effect, is Nevil Holt 
water ; which I have ſeen do good ſer- 
vice, by reſtraining an exceſſive diſcharge 
in theſe ſores ; to which I have add- 
ed tincture of bark, in hope of mend- 


ing the appetite; and ſtarch in ſmall 


cinnamon-water has anſwered my pur- 
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| 1 ſe, When! a diarrhza has been trouble- 
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ow ABSCESSES or THE ſorts. 


4+. 


— 0 M M ON uric abſceſſes hap- Common 


bſceſſes 
pening about the joints, require NO of the 


particular treatment; ; and even when how's how tobe 
matter is formed within the joint itſelf, e 
by accid ent, without any Previous difeaſe, 
there Is no dan ger or inconvenience in 
cuttin g through the capſular lis gament, 
and laying the whole open'; on the con- 
trary, a happy cure is a common con- 
ſequence. The membranes, if they are 
dreſſed properly * *, ſend out new fleſh, 
the ulcer fills up, and heals in the 
| uſual manner. A man had a wound 
made by accident, on the ſide of tlie knee, 
which lacerated the upper part of the 
| ” See Wounds of the Membranes. | 
Kk2.. : ©: : caplalar 


500 


% 


On Atſeeſſes of the Fonts. 


capſular ligament; great inflammation 
followed, and in ten days, or a fortnight's 
time, when I firſt ſaw him, the joint was 
full of matter. I directly ordered it to 


be laid open the whole length, and a 


cure followed without any trouble: nor 
is this the only inſtance of ſucceſs I have 
met with in ſimilar caſes. The Hynoviu 
is no interruption, if it has an eaſy exit; 

and the ſubſequent ulcer readily heals. 
On the contrary, when the openin g is 
ſmall, and the Hnovia, &c. is increaſed 
by irritation, 1s confined, and becomes 
acrid, the putrefaction of the membranes 


is extended; abſceſſes are not only formed 


in, but about the joint, and the heads of 
the bones ſometimes become carious. 
A man received a wound in the upper 
part of the knee, which penetrated the 
Joint; but atfirſt giving very little diſturb- 
ance it was overlooked ; nor indeed, ex- 
* a little common Plaſter, was any 

thing 


"On Able of the Foints | 


thing done to the wound, till by N 


about in the cold, a ſwelling and inflam- 
mation occaſioned the application of a 
turpentine digeſtive, and a white bread 


pultice. An abſceſs was the conſequence, | 


and this being trifled with, the whole 


Joint and the ligaments about i it became 


diſeaſed and pulpy, in the manner of a 
white ſwelling. Nor was there any hope 
but from amputation. This was not 
| ſubmitted to, and a great diſcharge, to- 


gether with a colliquative fever, put an 
end to this poor man's ſufferings. But 
the advantages that often acrue in this 


caſe, from free openings, will be better 
underſtood when we treat of wounds of 
the ) joints. 

But the moſt common abſceſs of 10 
joints, is that which accompanies the 
white ſwelling, occafioned by the dyſby- 
meny, of which we treated in the laſt 
e This has been faid to be a 

K k 3 ſero- 
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Chronic 
abſceſs, 
or white 
ſwelling, 


7 
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difference 
berwixt 
and (cro» 


Struma 
hymeny 
ſome 


times 


On Aifeeſſs of t the Foints. 


ſerofulous complaint ; but we wiſh thoſe 


who entertain ſuch an opinion to re- 
flect, that diſeaſes of the glands are one 


S $3.5 as 


thing, and diſcaſes of the bones, or 
membranes and ligaments, another: that 


the diſcaſe of the membranes moſtly ap- 


pears without any gl: andular affection ; 
and whoever attends to the progreſs of 
the white ſwelling, imply conſidered, 


will find that the glands in general are 
not primarily affected; and that if any 
| well in the progreſs of the complaint, 
it is owing to abſorption. It may hap- 


pen, and I know i it does happen, that the 


_— firuma and ayſtymeny ſometimes affect 


the body at the fame time ; yet they are, 
and ought to be conſidered as diſtinct 
diſeaſes, the indications of cure are op- 
poſite, and i in preſcribing, an eye muſt be 


had to each of them. 


The white ſwelling of the joints is ſo 
well deſcribed by Wiſeman, that we can- 


not 


On Abſeeſſs of, the. Joints. 


not aygid copying him; becauſe the mo- 


derns have not by any account they have 
given, rendered his deſcription uſeleſs, 
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It i is copied from nature, and will there- 


fare always be new and worth notice. 
Hs ſays , © ſwellings affecting the joints 
are of two ſorts, both of them are made 


+: '« by congeſtion, and increaſe gradually ; ; 


yet differ in that the one ariſeth exter- 


nally upon the tendons, and between 

them and the ſkin, or between them 
9 and the bone, the other internally 
within the bone itſelf. That which 
„ ariſeth externally affecteth the liga- 
« ments, and tendons firſt, and ſome- 
« times relaxes them to ſuch a degree, 
te that the heads of the joints frequently 
t ſeparate from one another, and the 


« member emaciates and grows uſeleſs. 
f* But for the moſt part, the humour 


te over-moiſtening the ligaments and ten- 
Book iv. chap. 4. 


* 


RKI. dons, 


3 * 


"On Abſceſſes 1 the Points, 


ce dons, produces a weakneſs and unea- 


« ſineſs i in the j joint, raiſing a tumor exter- 


. nally; and in progreſs the membrane 
te and bones are corroded by reaſon of the 
= acidity * of the humour.” But accurate 


as this account may be, ſo far as it goes, 


till we do not con fine the diſeaſe merely 
to an original affection of the membranes; 
as whatever occaſions a weakneſs of 
the ligaments, &c. about the joint, may 
produce the ſame effect. A man ſtrains 
his ancle violently, and the inflammation 
and. .pain being abated, he begins to walk 
about, while the parts are yet very weak; 

and neglectin 8 che neceffary cautions, to 
reſtore the limb to its uſual ſtate, a freſh 
ſwelling of the chronic kind gradually 
comes on; the membranes and ligamen ts 
through weakneſs are obſtructed, the diſ- 


ſolution and caries above deſcribed are 


1 Change this word to xcrimony, and it will then 


ſuit either ancient or modern theory. 
*. - UW EX g , 


\ 
Reg”) th 
* 
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the . ; and I am certain I 2 


ſeen ſome legs loſt, | through, ſuch FEE S 
and indiſcretion. | | 


ms 


e theſe inſtances, it Dite- 


appears, that the ligaments become much 
ſwoln, thickened, and even pulpy. The 
cellular membrane is loaded with a viſ= 
cid glairy lymph. Abſceſſes are formed 
in the neighbourhood of the joint, and 
the joint itſelf is often full of ſero-puru- 
lent matter. The cartilages are eroded, 
and the ends of the bones carious. 1 3 
che beginning, provided the diſeaſe is 
local, comes on ſlowly without pain, and 
the parts within the capſular ligament are 
unaffected, the patient undergoes no 
great inconvenience, except from being 
incapable of uſing the limb. In length 
of time the Joint becomes contracted, in 
conſequence of the weakneſs of the ex- 
tenſor muſcles, and the aſcendency of 
thoſe which bend the limb, "on to go 


on 
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On Atfceſes of the Joint, 
on regularly, we will purſue the diviſion 
Wiſeman has made, and firſt conſider the 


complaint when it is external, upon the 


tendons, &c. and betwixt them and the 


Fane Kin; obſerving that it is ſometimes lo- 


2 ; ind 


cal. and ſometimes general, as ſucceſs 
from amputation i in the one inſtance, and | 
the affection of ſeveral Joints Xt the fame 


x time in the other, eyincę. 


When ex- 
ternal 
upon the 
| tendons, 
&c. 


' Suppoling then a mere weakneſs, and 
relaxation, ; in the membranes and liga 
ments of the elbow, wriſt, knee, or an- 
cle, either from accident or diſeaſe, ta 


25 ꝙccaſion a white ſwelling; ; the firſt 


The 
ſymp- 
toms. 


ſymptom i is a weakneſs i in the part, with» 
out inflammation or much Pain, which 
is 5 followed by an incapacity c of ex- 

ding the limb. in the uſual manner, 
ih be membranes, tendons, and ligaments 
now begin to thicken, and i in time be- 


- come pulpy ; a fluctuation more or leſs 


of a 8 fluid, is afterwards per- 
ceptible 


1 


'\ Or Aiſeſſe of. the Fonts. . 507 
ceptible under the finger : the celular 
membrane is gradually loaded with this 
kind of matter, a ſero-purulent abſceſs 
follows ; ry and when unconnęcted with 
the inward part of the Joint, we fre- 
quently have it in our power to remove | 
this malady, "which, if neglected, too 
often ends in the loſs of the limb, or 150 
of the patient. 

If the diſorder of the membranes ig 
general, and ſeveral of the large joint 
are affected at the ſame time, the proſ- 
pect is diſcouraging ; ; but it ſometimes, e 3 | 
howeyer, happens in youth, that even wheamoſt 

ikely to 
under theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances, art _ 
is capable of affording ſome relief. But 
our greateſt hope of ſucceſs is from the 
application of thoſe remedies which atte- 
nuate viſcid fluids, promote their abſorp- = Inten- 


tion, or ſuch as make a drain from the f eus 


1 a CUTEs, 
parts, and thoſe Which afterwards 
ſtren gthen them ; ; when the” diſcaſe is 


"local 


. » 
08 


Os aufe, of the Joints 


x 9 0 in its infancy, "before the mem- 
. branes and ligaments are much thicken- 


ed, and ſ poiled, and when ſeated exter- 


nally in the manner deſcribed. But I 
have never known cupping, the fall of 
warm water upon the part, or rubbing 


with mercurial ointment, of any uſe ; 


for whatever advantages may be ſuppoſed 


to ariſe from friction, the ointment by 
relaxin g. overbalances its effects: and 


| though mercury ſometimes proves a pow- 
erful deobſtryent in other diſeaſes, while 


dame fluids are contained within their pro- 


per veſſels; yet when extravaſated, in 


the preſent, or any other inſtance, I be- 


lieve it has no power of acting upon 
them to any good purpoſe, or af pra- 


moting their being abſorbed. Nor ſhould 
relaxing pultices, warm fomentations, 


dr any thing which weakens, be applied, 


unleſs inflammation demands their uſe; 


as * increaſe the ſwelling, and thus 
maniteſtly 
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| manifeſtly aggravate the malagy : and I 

do really. believe that by a free uſe of -- 
emollients, which co-operate with the 
diſeaſe, many a limb i in this inſtance has 
been loſt. F 


Mr. Freke * fays he has cured Wach Bs - op 
white ſwellings of the knee, and other . | 
joints, after they haye been very large. 
and painful, by bleeding, keeping the 
patient in bed, in a ſtate of perſpiration 
and apply the emp. de ſapone, warmed i in 
winter, by the addition of emp. e Cymino- 
round the joint: and I can eaſily con- 
ceive he might now and then be ſuc- 
cefsful, becauſe I have known recoveries 
follow, the uſe of ſweating plaſter,” in 
the beginning of the complaint ; though 
I imagine in moſt caſes, he would habe 
been equally ſucceſsful, had bleeding been 
omitted, as it is ſeldom indicated, and, 
by weakening tends to e wand. com 


Art. Heal, Fon viii. ſect. 2. ' 
ke 
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Fired 
rules can - 
not be 


down, 


5 otherwiſe, a warmer ſweating Vaſt is 


4 neutralized foft plaſter takes place, 
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plaint. 7 ES 3 5 fixed 1 rule e laid 
1 for t e conn polition of ſuch kind 6 
"33d Ve: - wo Je 3 14 (8. ati 117 
app! lications, as "the ft 75 of the the parts are 


I 
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to determine Which ſhould be choſen. 


If there be a tendency to inflammation, 


2 " 41 vp 8 


1 


- picterable. At the fame time the part 


A, ts. 'Þ 


may. be well rubbed with ſome volatile 


SHS 15 +. 


ſpirit, v which Perhaps will penetrate into 
the obſtructed fluids, and ſet them at li- 


w 4,44 43 


„ 


| berty ;. and every advantage may at the 


fame time be derived from friction, that 
can be expected, without any danger Wn 


A Brat 


thoſe i inconveniences unct uous remedies 


produce. But ſhould any, or all theſs 


«X24 +4 — 


means prove inſufficient to SES the {wel - 


1444 * 


ling, the common application of crude fal 
ammoniac, , and Vinegar, - ap Pied cold, 
ſhould x not be neglected; having g ſeveral 


times in this inſtance,” Known it do 


on Ahe of rb uhr, 
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good” Erbse , We met föttenber, 


However, that if'the ftifrlüs happen tb 
be too gfert, Hiftedd of leſſering it II 
imercaſe the AH,” as I HAVE leafned, 
by attempting to take bog ſtridbs towards 
à cute; end 1 af cofivinced & great deat 
depends dp adjafting out àapplltatiofts 
to the iftilability of the part, otfterwile 
we Either do tos mich or too little: and P 
dür attempts probe abortibt. Por this 
reaſon Cold water is ſomctimes à better 
affiftant to rüde fab aminoniac than yine- 
gar; but by which ever 'th6thod "We 

ſyelling i 15 redive ced, Gocke wet in cold 
Water alone ſhould be applied to "finith 


the Cure. nl 


FF 
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2 * Mr, Warner a Barbadots tar iu bis Caſes, 


but Know i it to be powerful uttenunnt, and I 188 
gine, in the inſtance he av given of its ſucceſs; the li- 


gaments, &c. only, inſtead of the bones, were enlarged ; 


for their. becoming hard and bony is not common. 
UBSTION - 


tual- 


Applica- 
tions 
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imulat- 
ing may 
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the irrita- 
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This is the (ate i in | which A perpe- 
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expetual tual, bliſter may be tried; and Ty 
inſtances i in the Medical Tranſactions &, 
where it was very effectual, when aſſiſtod 
with calomel. But I have had numbers 
* to me, to whom it had been 
7 applied without any ſort of , agvantage,; | 
and the pain and inconvenience which 
attended, occaſioned its being laid aſide. 
In a gentleman, not long fince, it occa- 
| fioned a violent increaſe. of the fwelling 
- about the knee, and a ſubſequent extra- 
:  vaſation of a very large quantity of ſome 
| kind of fluid, betwixt the ſkin and the 
wuſeles, which extended a con 1{iderable 
Way up both ſides of the thigh, and was 
removed with difficulty and length of 
time. I have tried it myſelf without | 
"that ſatisfaction I wiſhed ; and was led 
to obſerve, that great circumſpection re- 
garding the ſtate of irritability, is neceſ- 
. in its uſe; for without this bean 
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On Abſceſſes of the Toints: 


inſtead of unloading, we may bring on a 


oy: 


ſurcharge of humours, which I am clear 


has often happened. 


A ſeton appears to me much more 


eligible in this Kage of the diſeaſe, if the 
diſcutients recommended are ineffeCtual ; 
becauſe I have repeatedly found it an- 


A ſeton. 


ſwer my purpoſe, without producing 


any diſagreeable ſymptoms. I have alſo 
ſeen one inſtance, where a farrier ob- 
tained a complete cure by applying a 
cauſtic, which did not penetrate! deeper 


than the ſkin. It was perhaps owing 


to ſucceſs under fimilar circumſtances, 
that ſurgeons formerly recommended 
this remedy. I have no doubt of its 
being employed with advantage; under 
proper reſtriction, and its diſuſe might 
be owing to being injudiciouſly applied; 
for though inflammation, and a ſubſe- 


quent drain, might remove the diſeaſe, 


before it was far advanced, yet when the 
L 1 membranes, 


Cauftic;” 
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membranes, ligaments, &c. were ap- 
proaching to a ſtate of diſſolution, cau- 


ſtics would undoubtedly haſten, and in- 
creaſe this kind of termination. 


Along with the topics adviſed, inter- 
nal medicines ſnould be given; calomel, 
and purging, are firſt to be employed, 
and occaſionally to be repeated. The 
other remedies ſhould, if poſſible, atte- 
nuate the obſtructed fluids, and promote 
their abſorption ; but I am ſorry I cannot, 


after various and repeated trials, recom- 


mend any that can be depended upon. 
Vomits, I know, will in ſome inſtances, 


where the fluids are extravaſated, remove 


a flux of humours, occaſioning local in- 


flammation; but in the preſent caſe I 


agree with Freke &, that they are incffec- 
tual. Bark, and regenerated tartar, or 


fal ſodæ, mend the general health. I 
all ſeveral times known them _ 


Ns. cit. 
the 
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the complexion from a ſallow to a health- 
ful hue; and I look upon it that mend- 
ing the conſtitution is a main point, If 

mezerion has that power of removing 
obſtruction in the membranes, which 
has been aſcribed to it, it muſt be a pro- 
per remedy ; but though I have ſeveral 
times tried it, I have not had ſufficient 
evidence of its ſervice. Sarſaparilla will 
ſometimes remove nodes, and there is. 
this to be ſaid in its fayour, that it is 
a moſt powerful invigorating medi- 
cine. Lime - water, ſteel, and other affiſt- 
ants, as particular circumſtances require, 
may forward the buſineſs ; but the re- 
duction of the tumor I believe chiefly 
depends upon external applications. 
Hitherto we have ſuppoſed the diſeaſe 
to have extended no farther than on this 
fide the muſcles, forming a thickneſs, or 
ſwelling near to, or about the joint, from 
e of the parts, and a conſequent . 
L'1 2 obſtruction, 
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| obſtruQion, &c. of the fluids which paſs 
'  "throngh the membranes. We are now 
do advert to the ſero-purulent abſceſs 

; get : ſpoken of in the beginning of this chap- 
feefs, ter, which frequently diſcovers itfelf by 
Auctuation, and a tumor, unattended 

Vith inflammation ;* but often difappears 

from the application of. ſome of the re- 

* - medies adviſed. Some years ſince, a 
woman had an abſceſs of this kind form- 

ed by congeſtion, betwixt the ſkin and 

the muſcles, almoſt round the knee; 

| which ſeemed to contain more than a 

pint of ſome kind of fluid. The volatile 
plaſter, recommended in the chapter on 

the Rheumatiſm, was applied, and within 

. two: days the tumor was entirely gone ; 
„ but the plaſter not being changed, in 
about a week's time the tumor was as 

full again as ever. I therefore ordered it 

to be renewed, and made rather more 

' fitmulatin "8, * increaſing - the quantity 


* wid 
* - 
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„ IR: 
of crude ſal ammoniac and ſoap, which 
had the deſired effect; for in the ſpace of 
forty-eight hours, abſorption had again 


taken place, and the ſkin and muſcles. | 


lay in conta& with each other. Cloths, 


wet in ſpirit of wine, were then applied, 


afterwards a warm aſtringent plaſter, 5 
and a topical cold bath, with a laced | 
knee-piece, which I recommend on ſimi- 


lar occaſions, finiſhed the cure. Al- 
though abſorption was ſo readily pro- 


moted in this inſtance, and many others 


I have inſpected, yet we are not always 


to expect the ſame ſucceſs from this ap- 


plication ; owing I apprehend to different 


habits -requiring different kinds of ſtimu- 


lants, to put the abſorbent ſyſtem into 
action. However, I know of no remedy 
which in general ſo certainly anſwers 


this purpoſe in lymphatic tumors, ſeated, 


near to the ſurface. Nevertheleſs, ſome- 
times one, and ſometimes another of the 
L1 3 6 topics 


On Abſeeſſes of the oints, 
topics recommended, will be found more 
effectual, in the fame manner as we have 


already obſerved about internal medicines 


in the cure of the dropſy *; and variety 


| ſhould always be had in view, till we 


can determine the ſpecific difference be- 
twixt one kind of irritability and another z 


and the method moſt likely to obtain this 


The ſe - 

rum may 
be let out 
with cau ; 


tion. 


kind of knowledge, has already been 


pointed out . 


. However, if the 2 5 does not give 
way to topical remedies, after ſufficient | 
trial, the extravaſated fluid may be diſ- 


charged by making a puncture, and this 
impediment to their action be removed 


for a time. But this is to be done with 
extreme caution, and the wound imme- 
diately healed by the firſt intention; 
otherwiſe, if air gets admittance, a train 


of horrible conſequences will enſue: for 


* vr, 176 backward, + Vol. i, p. 203, & eq. 
though 
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may be cut through with ſafety in the 
ſtate before deſcribed; yet when they are 
diſeaſed, and verging upon diſſolution, it 


e 
though membranes, &c. about the joints 


is inſtantly increaſed and followed by a 


deluge of matter, I have ſeen, more than 
once, the whole membranes in the thigh, 


from their connection with each other, 
diſſolyved by air getting admittance into 


one of theſe abſceſſes, and death in con- 
ſequence of a violent diſcharge. Whereas 
when abſorption is made to take place, 
all hazard is avoided, and a recovery may 
be reaſonably expected. 

In the former volume we ſpoke of the 
phlegmonoide rheumatiſm &. It is ſome- 


times local, affects the ligaments about 


the joints, and by weakening the mem- 

branes is one cauſe of the white ſwell- 

ings, It 1s generally more painful than 

that ſpecies we have deſcribed ; becauſe 
* See chap. ir. | 
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monoide 
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On Aljeeſes of the Yoints. : 


it Approaches towards an inflammatory 


diſpoſition ; and if ever bleeding is pro- | 


per in this diſeaſe, it is in the preſent in- 


| ſtance, where perhaps Mr. Freke might 


find it uſeful. Nevertheleſs, unleſs the 
greatneſs « of inflammation happens ta de- 
mand their uſe, emollient pultices, and 
whatever relaxes, ſhould here alſo be 
avoided. A neutralized ſoft plaſter, or 
the agua ſaturnina made of vinegar of 
lead and crude fal ammoniac, are much 
better remedies; and if pain requires, I 
add opium to the volatile plaſter when 
that is applied; but if, notwithſtanding, 


| the fluids become extrayaſated, and the 


tumor ſeparates, it may be treated in the 


manner we ſhall hereafter direct. 


It is uſeful in practice to make three 


diſtinctions in chronic abſceſſes of the 


emit? , nes, 


The firſt is vie the | fur- 


ONE and n the joint are 


the 
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the ſeat of the malady. Theſe diffolving, 
diſunite the bones, and the) joint becomes 
looſe and full of matter; but if it is to- 


321 


lerably good when diſcharged, and if the 


other ſymptoms are mild, we may con- 


clude, as the diſeaſe did not originate in 


the bones, that they are not very foul, 
even though they ſhould be found bare 


upon paſſing a probe. Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, if the matter has a free exit, 
the patient is not unfrequently cured 
with an anchyloſis of the joint. 
Secondly, when the diſeaſe takes its 
riſe in the neighbourhood of the knee, 
betwixt the muſcles and the bone, which 
is to be diſcovered by the touch; and 
the attempt to cure by diſcuffion will 


not be frequently ſucceſsful, I have 
rarely ſeen external application have any 


good effect, owing I ſuppoſe, to the cauſe 


1 


being deeply ſeated, and to the interfer- 


gence of the parts which cover it; and 
5 ; 2 £ N WSC 
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we can as ſeldom remove the complaints l 


by revulſion. The matter more com- 


monly erodes the perigſeum, makes its 


way into the joint, deſtroys the cartilages 
and connecting ligaments, and great diſ- 


ſolution, all round the joint, with a de- 


luge of matter follows. 
. Thirdly, when the diſeaſe originates 


in the bones, &c. belonging to the joint, 
and extends along the membranes and 


tendons to the neighbouring parts. In 


f this inſtance, the firſt ſymptom which 


diſtinguiſhes the complaint, is common- 
ly a fixed pain in the joint; which is 


increaſed upon motion, and a gradual 


| bulging of the capſular ligament by de- 


grees demonſtrates the ſeat of the mala» 
dy. Whereas, when the inſide of the 
Joint is unaffected, it is free from the com- 
plaint, and the ſwelling i is manifeſtly con- 
fined to the in teguments. Pain within 
the joint then js an alarming ſymptom 


1 


; AX 
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nnd when the tumor has increaſed in 
ſize, till the dilated veins ſhew the great- 
neſs of the diſeaſe, and a ſero- purulent 
evacuation follows an aperture in the 
ſkin, &c, it is often increaſed to a moſt 
violent degree, from the fluids acquiring 
increaſed acrimony by the admiſſion of 
air; which, together with colliquative 
ſymptoms that immediately came on, 
put us under the neceſſity of removing 
the end of the bones, or the limb, to 
preſerve the life of the patient v. 

But to be ſucceſsful in the cure of ſuch 
of theſe abſceſſes as will admit of relief, 
the parts muſt not have been relaxed with 

tmollient poultices, &c. and when ap- 
proaching ſuppuration becomes evident, 
they ſhould be covered with a ſoft mild 


plaſter, and let alone; attending to the 
general health of the patient, which is 
» There are ſome dh of this kind, in the 4th Vol, 
of the Ed. Med. Ef, and in Mr, Cheſton's Pathological 


Inquiries, well worth r eading 
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very often much impaired by paiy; or 
the abſorption of matter: but when it 
is diſcovered where the matter is likely 
to make its way out, a round opening 
of ſmall ſige, ſhould be cut through the 
plaſter, and a proportionable quantity of 
pultice applied, by which means the 

tumor is made to protrude in this part, 
and the matter is gradually diſcharged 
through an opening that gives no diſtur- 
bance. Afterwards the teguments ſub- 

- fide, and by the aſſiſtance of cold water 

alone, a cure is ſometimes effected, by 
the coming away of the bones by degrees; 
or what is exceedingly. curious, with lit- 
tle or no exfoliation, though we are ſa- 
tisfied by the probe that they were foul. 
This I can only account for by adopting « - 
Mr. Hunter's doctrine of the foul bone 
heing removed by abſorption, and its place 
gh PE ſupplied by a new oſſification, 


9 Sec Caries. 
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This A I firſt Jearned fem the 


effects of Malvern * water, in a caries of 
the joints, which was thought to be in- 
curable; and when found the advocates 
for this remedy claimed no other pre- 
ference than its being purer than other 


water, I concluded that its good effects 
aroſe from its coldneſs and ſimplicity, 


and from its. being deſtitute of thoſe 
properties which irritating applications 
produce. Wherefore I imagined the 
water from the ſprings in this place 
would ſufficiently anſwer the ſame pur- 
poſe: and upon trial, I found my con- 
jectures perfectly right, having ſince cured 


many diſeaſed joints, that I ſhould for- 


merly have amputated. I obſerve cold 
water allays irritability, ſtrengthens the 


part, and defends it from being invaded 
by a load of humours, which always oc- 


caſion great ſwelling, abſceſs after abſceſs, 
pre. Wall's Works, publiſhed by his Son. 
| and 
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and conſcquently ; a greater abſorption of | 
matter; and hence follows colliquativs 


fevers, which would not have happened, 

had pultices been laid aſide, and this 

method purſued. 
I have repeatedly ſeen, when the bones 


became affected by a diſſolution of the 


connecting ligaments, the end of thoſe 


compoſing the joint, come away by de- 
grees under this treatment. But time is 
required, ſometimes two or three years, 
or more; and now and then ſmall dilata- 
tions may be neceſſary, to ſet matter or 


foul bone at liberty; but during this pe- 


riod, the ſores are commonly in a mild 
ſtate, and leſs troubleſome than thoſe can 
imagine, who are unacquainted with this 
method of proceding. 


_ Drs Wall“ imagines drinking Mal- 


vern-water abates the hectic, which not 
1 W attends theſc a ; 


e nis. 


and , 
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derber ne a fimilar effect may 


be expected from drinking any pure wa- 
ter. But the hectic is abated by the to- 
pical application of cold water alone, 


which checks great collections of matter. 
Nevertheleſs, more or leſs is now and 
then taken up by the abſorbents, even 


ed; and ery/pelata or apthe happen in 


p \ 
% 
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. 


where the flux about the joint is reſtrain- 


conſequence : but theſe ſymptoms are 


from time to time readily managed by 
the uſual internal remedies, and even 


cold bath will often prevent the neceſſity 
of making a wound to ſaw off the ends of 
the bones, forming the joint ; becauſe they 


will in time either come away piece- meal 


themſelves, or may be eaſily taken away 
with a pair of forceps ; but ſhould the 
nme diſ- 


with antiſeptic lotions, The topical 


 ""_ | 


= Mie i the "Pointe 
| n make this operation neceſſary, the 
imb by this treatment will be ſtrength- 
ened, and be better em for the po: 

In the jig account we 1 con- 
ſidered the different ages of the diſeaſe, 
vrhich occaſions the white ſwellings di- 


13 ſtinctly, as they often preſent themſelves 


- a common white ſwelling. 


to our notice; whence the whole may be 
better underſtood when united together : 
for it frequently happens, that the joint, 
and the membranes, &c. both above and 
below it, are at once equally affected 
from the beginning, and the cure be- 
comes arduous in proportion to the de- 
gree of. complication. Sea- water and 
ſea-bathing , or the method preſcribed, 
however, will afford a chance of relieving 
the patient: if theſe fail, the joint in 
time will point out what other method 


cee Ruſſel on Sea - water, p. 116. Hiſt. 3d. which, 
inſtead of being a glandular diſeaſe, was more probably 


ſhould 
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voutable termination may be dreaded, 
yet ite ſometimes happens that both the 
limbiand life are preſerved under theſe 
untoward circumſtan ce. 
A young woman, twenty two years k 
age, was ſeized with a ſwelling of this 
kind in the knee; and ee em 
caſe firſt appeared, FOR did not avail 
in about a year's" time it became very 
large; and was accompanied with moſt 
exquiſite pain, eſpecially upon the leaſt 
motion of the joint. A deep- ſeated fluc- 
tuation was perceptible, and it was ex- 
pected matter in time would make its 
way out, and determine our proceedings. 
An anodyne ſweating plaſter was never⸗ 
theleſs applied, her bowels were kept 
open; ſhe took opium occaſionally, and 

the bark and diuretic ſalt were alſo given: 
but” inſtead of ſu ppuration advancing, | 

en NEW 7 after 


| Modld be ported i bat though are 3 
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. continuing in bed two or three 


months in this miſerable ſtate, the pain 
eraduially detreaſed, and ſhe regoyered 
in time, with a ſtiff joint, and rathen a 


fullneſs of the external parts, which-were 


diſeaſed; This gives her no fort of un- 
eaſineſe, and the has ſeveral years enjoyed 
2 good ſtate of health. Mr. Freke ſays *, 
< by keeping the patient conſtantly in 
© bed; not inviting the ſinovia to increaſe 
r limb, and by keeping the body more 


©: inclined to perſpire than when out of 


< bed, and the joint being in a more than 


ordinary perſpiration all the time, by 
the uſe of the plaſter, I have effected 


« many cures ; but I never ſaw one per- 


«formed by the methods formerly in uſe 


< by the firſt men in our profeſſion: 
and this inſtance ſeems to favour the docs 
trine he advanced. 


Art of Heal. p. 225+ | 
+ This ſuppoſes the —_— to be within the joint. 


There 


i 
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There ate ſome peculiarities | in an ab- 
ſceſs of the hip and ſhoulder, from their 
being ſeated under th ick muſcles, &c. 
and we did not therefore enumerate them 
in the account above given. I have ſeen 


ſome inſtances, however, where A ſero- ; 


purulent abſceſs formed round the burſal 
ligament of the hip, without affecting 
the joint; and upon proper openings, 
ſometimes boch! in the hip and groin being 
made, and cold 1 watet applied, a cure has 
followed. It more commonly happens, 
that abſceſſes i in this part originate in the 
joint. They are uſually accompanied 
with a diſlocation i of the os femorts, from 


the ligaments, . &c. being relaxed. In 
conſequence, the diſeaſed limb at firſt 


becomes longer than the other, ſuppura+ ' 


ration about the joint follows, the bone is 


diſlocated, and llipping up under the 


muſcles, the leg which was longer be- 


comes ſhorter, and an abſceſs appears in 


;  Mm2 part, 
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part, under the muſcles on the external 
part of the hip. Mr. Cheſelden * fays, 


he has twice ſeen the! matter in the joint, 


„ 


make a way through the bottom of the 
acetabulum into the pelvis of the abdo- 
men. And i in a diflocat ed hip, from an 


| internal cauſe, I once knew the abſceſs 
extend itſelf f into the abdomen ; matter 


upon prefling this part, being diſcharged 
from under the muſcles at the opening in 
the thigh, and the patient recovered. 
External applications, even in the he- 
ginning, are incapable of diſperſing this 
deep-ſeated malady. Setons do not pre- 


vent an abſceſs, nor do they alleviate, 


when paſſed as ſoon as an extravaſated 
fluid can be perceived; and I never faw 
internal medicines have any other effect, 

than protracting the complaint. All we 


can do is, I believe, to preſerve the gene- 


ral ſtrength as much as poſſible, to avoid 


relaxing applications, and to mitigate the 


5 Anat. P- 29. 


pain 
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pain by topics, till the tumor breaks; 
and this is moſtly effected by a warm 
anodyne plaſter. When the matter makes 
its way out, it ſhould be ſuffered to drain 
off gradually, through a ſmall opening; 
which nevertheleſs may be enlarged, 
when matter is confined, which ſhould 
never, if poſſible, be ſuffered, The 
plaſter ſhould now be changed for cloths 
wet in cold water, and by theſe means 
I have frequently ſeen foul bone make 
its way out in length of time, and the 
parts heal, leaving a fulneſs in thehip, and- 
a ſhort leg on account of the diſlocation. | 
The ſhoulder ig ſeldom affected with Shoulder. 
abſceſſes of the joint, compared with their 
frequency in the hip; yet there are not 
wanting inſtances of abſceſſes in this part, 
either from foul bone, or diſcaſed liga-. 
ments; and of the head of the bone, 
either ſeparating ſpontaneouſly, or being 
removed by an operation. There is 
M m 3 now © 


34% 
nao in the neighbourhood of Burton ä 


upon Trent, a man from whom the head 
of this bone, and ſeveral inches adjoin- 


On Miſes of the Wines, 


ing to it came away of itſelf, when a 
boy. The ulcer was cured by. a com- 
mon apothecary, the man has a uſeful 
arm, and the cicatrix ſhews the greatneſs 
and extent of the diſcaſe. | 

Mr. White * and Mr. Bent + each. 
of them ſaw-ed off the head of this bone, 


| and ſuffered: their patients to remain in 


| poſſeſſion of a uſeful limb; nor is this the 
only articulation from which ſimilar 


ſucceſs may be expected. There is an 


inſtance in the Philoſgphical Tranſac- 


tions, No. 466, p. 270, of an abſceſs in 


the articulation at the hip of a girl; four- 


teen years of age, which broke ; and the 
ſurgeon afterwards dilating the opening 


made by nature, extracted the whole 


head of the os femoris. By injecting 
* Caſes, t Med, Comment, vol. iii. p. 5 
tincture. 


On Aſceaſer of the Pint. 


tincture of myrrh, and uſing a bandage, 
the was cured in ſix weeks, and could 
have known the lower end of the os bu 
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meri knocked off through a lacerated 


wound, and the patient recover with a 


uſeful arm. The lower end of the radius 


and ulna, and the upper and lower end 
of the tibia and fibula, have been removed 
by myſelf and others “, in compound: 
diſlocations, with very little defect in the 
motion of the joint: and Mr. Parke + 
of Liverpool, has now ſhewn twice, in 


white ſwellings of the knee, that the 
lower end of the os femoris may be taken 
away in the ſame manner, with the ſame 


See Gooche's Surgery, vol. i. p. 323, 2d. ed. 
+ Leiter to Mr. Pott the other caſe has not yet been 


publiſhed. Apparently, however, this practice can only 


take place when the diſeaſe originates in the end of the 
bones ; ; for if the ligaments and membranes, a conſider- 
able way round about, are the ſeat of the malady, and 
much injured, removing the bone may not * e, 
accompliſh a cure. 
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advantages. Whenever it can be cons | 
veniently done, it ſurely is preferable to 
amputation, which never fails to muti- 
late the patient; and even thoſe who 
wiſh to be thought expert operators, 
may ſhew much more ſkill and dexterity 
in this than in performing a hackneyed 


operation. 


I have heard of two inſtances, where 


| the thigh has been taken off at its arti- 


culation, without loſs of much blood; 
but the patients both died. In one in- 
deed, the operation was done without 
much expectation of ſucceſs, and the 
other, a youth, was carried off by a 
droply, when the wound was nearly 


healed. But ſuppoſing a probability of 
its being ſometimes done with the defired 


effet, 1 know of no advantages, unleſs 
a great part of the os femoris ſhould be 
invaded with an incurable caries, that 
can compenſate for the loſs of the limb, 
| Which 


* 
„ 


ee 
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which might probably have been ſuve 
by ſawing off the head of the bone: ſor | 
if the bones about the joint are carious, 
exfoliation is as likely to take place by 
this operation, as by taking off the limb; 

and from the facts adduced, will not the 

ſame arguments hold good, when a caries 
of the head uf the as humeri requires its 
ing removed 


— 


On Amputation. 


Nevertheleſs, amputation may become 
neceſſary from an extenſion of the caries, 
both above and below the joint, an ap- 
proaching colliquative fever, and a va- 
riety of other cauſes ; but this operation 

ſhould never take place, without a con- 
ſultation of thoſe whoſe experience in 
medical ſurgery *, enables them to judge 


See introduct. page 12, & ſeq» 
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what is moſt expedient to be done, for 


the happineſs or ſafety of the patient : 
and when amputation is the miſerable 
but only remedy, it ſhould be fet about 
with as little parade as poſſible. There 
8' no need either for the barbarous 
dreſs, or frightful apparatus, fome- 
times uſed on this occaſion. A much 
ſmaller ſtrait knife, with a ſharp point, 
which ſome have recommended, is leſs 
alarming, and much more handy, than the 


large one that has in general been uſed; 


eſpecially as it will do every part of the 


operation. Whereas if we ufe the other, 
we muſt change our inſtrument as we go 


on. A fitken handkerchief makes the 
beſt and moſt eaſy tourniquet I ever ſaw®, 
and is leſs terrifying to the mind of the 

patient than any kind of formal ma- 


e and if there be an been in 


® This I 8 meg by hy common tourniquet 


on Amputation. : 
the faw, it will not be leſs uſeful. The 
operation ſhould provide. for the end of 


the bone being deep buried among { the 
muſcles, and for theſe being covered with 


the kin ; for without both theſe precau- 
tions, a pyramidical ſtump has been a 
common conſequence, This is preyent- 

ed by making a circular, or common flap. 


as the part on which the operation is per- 


formed may require; by preſerving ſkin . 
enough in the operation to exactly cover 
the wound, and by drawing up the fleſh. 
with a retractor, as high as is neceſſary for 
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Inten» 
tions to 
be pur= 
ſued in 4 
the ohe: 


ſawing through the bone; and we ſee. | 


where naturedivided the ſkin and muſcles, 


below the elbow, an accidental flap way 
— to forward and make a good 
But the ſucceſs of all theſe opera- 


4-4 depends upon the after-treatment ; . 


for unleſs this be well managed, it is not 4 
of any great conſequence by what me- 
| fhod the limbis taken off; as the healing 


%\-.4 
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|| ofthe ſup vil nnn end in an 
aukward manner. 
Flap © of apo. The want of ſucceſs which . 
; =Y the firſt trials & of the flap operation into 
do fail. diſcredit, was owing to the — | 
ment not being properly. purſued ; be- 
cauſe it has fince repeatedly ſucceeded ; | 
not always indeed by an immediate union 
of the whole of the divided parts, but 
connection ſo far commonly takes place, 
that by proper dreſſings, and bandage, a 
much ſhorter time elapſes before the cure 
is complete than when this mode of 
operating is omitted. More than thirty 
years ago, my friend Mr. Fiſher, and 
myſelf, in making the double inciſion to 
take off the leg above the knee, agreed 
to divide the muſcles ſlanting all round 
towards the bone; and afterwards draw- 
ing up the fleſh, I readily ſawed out the 
bone from under the muſcles, farther 
"eg Cprrus triumpkalis e terebinth, in 16/099. 


A a than . 


% 


than could be done by the uſual, method; 
but I did not make thoſe. advantages of 
this mode of operating I, might have 
done, owing to my following the com- 


mon practice of applying liat and flour 
t the wound. Howeyer, 1 always be- 


gan to apply a mild digeſtive balſam at 
the ſecond dreſſings, and not cramming 
the ulcer with this or any other applica- 
tion, its, des gradually a approached cach 
other ; and by the aſſiſtance of a double» 
headed roller, as. ſoon. 26 inflammation 
would admit of i its being, uſed, I generally 
had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing tis buſineſs 
terminate better than when the opera- 
tion was performed! in the common man- 
ner. When Mr. Goochꝰ recommended 
a third inciſion, with a ſmall knife up- 
wards round the bone, and drawing back 
| the muſcles with a retractor, I tried, this | 
| method, and found 1 could leave * end | 
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ie covered any depth 1 cliofs, 
with the utmoſt acllity'; ; bit though 1 
always took care to preſerve ſkin enouph 
to cover the wound, I did not yet think 
of curitg by the firſt. intention: How 
ever; having learned that the ſmall arte- 
teries would contract under any applica- 
tion; and that dry lint is an extraneous 
body, which embatraſſes nature with dif- 
| ficulties ; 1 dreſſed with a mild | digeſtive 
balfam, lighety introduced' into the ca- 
vity from the beginning, after bringing 
down the muſcles, with the uſual. ban- 
dage. A mild ointment was then applied 
outwardly, | and inſtead of raiſing the 
ſump with a pillow, I laid it flat u upon 
4 doubled ſheet, and ſuffered the patient 
to lie in a poſture moſt eafy to himſelf; 
by which method, affiſted with the 
double-headed roller, ; my firſt patient in in 
his Way, with a very thick & thiph, was 
| perfedly cured" in leſs than five weeks, 


* 
— 1 } 
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with every advantage we could deſire z 
and for many years'I - Meera 
method with equal ſucceſs. -. 

When the bone is eee | 
obs a flap on the under ſide un- 
avoidably happens, when we mean to 
make a cuſhion at the end of the ſtump. 
Accordingly when I took off the foot a 
little above the ancle, ſome years before 
any account of this operation Was pub. 1, 
liſhed “, a flap was naturally left after 
this part of the limb was removed: and 
 * 1 aflified Mr, Dorey of Aſhbourdie;: in taking off > 
man's leg below the knee for a diſeaſed ancle; and mot 
ing with him about a year afterwards, . he told me he 
wiſhed he bad taken it off a little above the affected part, 
becauſe by making a boot he could have had the uſe of 
his knee, and thus have been much more comfortable 

than in his preſent ſituation. He ſaid he had ſeen ſome- 

thing of the kind, to which he could make an amendz. 
ment. He was an ingenious mechanic, and the conver» : 
ſation I had with him, ſo thoroughly convinced me of 
the propriety of his ſcheme, that I put it in practice 

bon uſterwards with ſucceſs, 2.5 
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"= pang ithomifehief cast bond 
ariſe from leaving the rende Achillis be- 


hind, I cut it away, and thus made the 
flap uſeful; not at that time by an im- 


mediate union, though I turned it up 
trom the firſt dreſſing, but by uniting 


the parts by degrees after the ligatures 


which tied the veſſels were come away, 


and the new fleſh began to riſe. Much 
about this ime, 'Mr. O'Halloran * re- 


vived the flap operation by uniting the 
70 parts after digeſtion, &c. had taken 
place; and after him Mr. White prac- 


tiſed the flap operation above the ancle, 
in nearly the ſame manner. 5 5 heſe ſteps 
probably gave riſe to the circular flap 
above the knee. To the after- treatment 


Mr. Alanſon 4 introduced, Mr. Mynors || 


has ſince aſſiſted much, in bringing this 
buſineſs: towards perfection. Their at- 
hs 8 and Sphacelus. Caſes, _ + On 


Amputation. Pract. Thoughts on Amputation. 
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tempts to cure as much as poſſible by the 
firſt intention, is a moſt rational prac- 
tice. Covering the wound with the ſkin, 
is certainly the moſt natural application RE 1 
and when it is placed in contact with the 1 
ſubjacent parts, adheſion and inoſcula- | 
tion are well known to take place in a few 
hours, Great inflammation, that diſtur- - i 
bance in the animal aconomy, which Ofcuring , 


irritation, the progreſs of digeſtion, and . gr& in- 
the ſubſequent abſorption of matter pro: 
duce, are prevented , as ſome of our 
principal writers have long ſince obſerved. | 
It only therefore remains for us to com- . | 
pare the double and triple inciſion, and 
ſee which method is moſt likely to an- 
ſwer theſe purpoſes. 1 | 

When we proceed upon the plan of Parallel | 
making a circular flap, by cutting out double. | 
part of the muſcles, thoſe which. remain 1 | 
on the ſides are brought over the extre· 
7 See chap. on wounds. 
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mity of the bone; the ſkin, which at feſt | 

lies looſely over the ſides of the muſcles, 
adheres in a little time ; nature ſupplies 

the loſt ſubſtance, and a much ſpeedier 
cure, and leſs inconveniences follow, 
than when the patient is treated in the 

common manner. | 

When we purſue the method of re- 
moving the limb by a triple inciſion, 
after cutting through and drawing or 
turning up the ſkin, we divide the muſ- 
cles, beginning cloſe to the edge of the 
ſkin, by a perpendicular circular inciſion; 
and while the fleſh is drawn gently back- 
N ward by the retractor, it is ſeparated from 
5 the bone by the point of the knife, as 
Fi far up as is neceſſary to leave a ſufficient 
1 covering, when the parts are healed. By 
this means we make a circular flap of the 
whole muſcles, without loſs of fubſtance, 
RY that will unavoidably cloſe down over 
the end of the bone. * {kin and muſ- 
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4 are brought face to face, laid in 


cloſe contact; very conſiderable arteries 
with the aſſiſtance of a little preſſure, 


are as effectually ſtopped by the ſkin bo- 
ing thus applied, as they could be by the 
application of ' agarie or | ſpunge : and 
there will be nothing, except the liga- 
tures fecuring the large arteries, or a bad 
habit of body, to prevent the firſt inten- 
tion, or an immediate adheſion of the 
{kin and muſcles taking place. But ſup- 
poſing the amputation to be made above 


the knee, we ſhall be better TINY: 


by drawing a few lines, | 
In the firſt inſtance, the ſkin is divi- 
ded round' the limb at a, and drawn or 
turned back to . The ſlanting inciſion is 
then made, and the bone ſawed off at c. 
Afterwards, the ſkin from & to à being 
brought over the muſcles, of courſe 
turns them inward, to make a covering 
dor the end of the bone; in which it 
Nnz muſt 
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On 3 + 
| muſt be obſerved we differ from other | 


flap operations, where inſtead of robbing, 


the part of muſcular fleſh, we preſerve 
it entire to make as thick a covering as 
we conveniently can, And, beſides, by 
taking away part of the muſcles, the 
{kin cannot be placed in fo cloſe contact 
as when the ſurface is level ; and if they 
are not placed in cloſe contact, they can» 
not immediately unite, On the contrary, 

when the operation is performed by a 
triple inciſion, after dividing the ſkin at 
d, and drawing or turning it back to 6, 
the 1 muſcles are divided by a perpendicu- 
lar inciſion, The third inciſion is then 
made cloſe along the bone to /, where it 
is fawn off, by which means the circular 
flap i is not weakened, the bone i is buried 
deep among all the muſcles, and the | 
{kin is laid cloſe to a ſinooth ſurface, I 
know either method will do better than 
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heſion more readily takes place, a better 


covering is formed, and the patient reco- 


$49 - 
it may be obſerved of the. latter, tat ad- | 


vers with, the utmoſt eaſe, that can be 


expected : and what may ſeem ſtran ge, 
we will call in the evidence of Mr. 
Alanſon in "favour of ſuch practice, exe 


cuted under rather unfavourable circum» 
ſtances. 


Before he deviſed his preſent plan, of 


evidence 


operating, he amputated a man's leg on 


account of a White ſwelling of the 


knee, by the double inciſion; the 


muſcles being divided perpendicularly to 


the bone, many veſſels were tied, and 
the wound was dreſſed in the uſual man- 

ner, with bandage, dry lint, and pledgits 
of digeſtive, &c. but in a few hours af- 
terwards, an hemorrhage occaſioned his 
taking off the dreſſings, when he was 


4s. for.'s 


in favour | 
of a per- 


pendicu- | 


lar inci- 


ſtruck with the ſufferings. of the patient, 


* On Amputation, p. 23. & ſeq 2d ed. . 36. 


Nn 3 upon 


55 


1 1 


On Amputation. 


upon the lint, Which had formed a firm 
adheſion with the ſurface of the ſore, 


being ſeparated. Wherefore after the 


bleeding arteries were ſecured, and the 
_ circular bandage re- applied, inſtead of dry 


tint, he placed the ſkin over the ſurface 


of the wound, as far as it would go, and 


dreſſed the whole with digeſtive pledgits. 
« Upon the fourth day after the ope- 


1 : n, (ſays he) cc I changed the dreſſ- 


* ings, - which all ſeparated with the 


* moſt perfect caſe; the diſcharge was 
1 very ſmall, and the ſkin was over the 
„ wound, exactly as I had left it, and the 
whole in a very kind ſtate reſpecting 
inflammatory tenſion. In ſhort, the 
0 ſkin ſoon formed ſuch adheſions, as 


« fixed it where it was firſt placed; the 


* diſcharge was uncommonly moderate 
b through the Whole cure, and by con- 
| 25 tinuing the bandage to ſupport the 


en with loft; gentle dreſſings, the 
_ rump 


7 


8 Ampitation. ; 
te ſtunip perfectly healed in twenty days: 


* The cicatrix was in the center of the 


de ſtump, and fo ſmall as to be perfectly 
covered with a ſhilling ; and as the old 


* ſkin formed ſo conſiderable a portion 


of the extremity of the ſtump, and 
there had been ſo ſmall a'waſte of the 
1 adipoſe and cellular parts, in conſe- 


* quence of the ſmall ſuppuration; the 


* whole looked very plump and full, and 
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* formed the beſt cuſhion to walk upon 


&© had ever ſeen: In another place he 
ſays; the more muſcular ſubſtance we 
ſave, the better; and had the third inciſion 
been made; would it not have met theſe 
ideas, and have been a proper proviſion 


againſt any inconvenience, from the bone 


being left too near the ſkin*? Never- 
theleſs, Mr. Lyon + firſt ſuggeſted the 
deſign of omitting all intermediate dreſſ- 


ings, and placed the ſkin in a line on 


* gee p. 64. 2d, ed. + Ib. p. 43. 5 ; 
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wn dex; aided, 
uniting the whole by the firſt intention 


| Praftice evinced the rectitude of his pro- 
ceedings, and the inconveniences Mr. 


Alanſon points out from uſing dry lint 
after amputation, holds good in every 


wound to which it is applied: thus by 


uniting Mr. Gooch's method, with the 
modern practice of curing by the firſt 
intention, we add ſome improvements to 


the direction given by Celfas* ſeventeen 


hundred years ago ; and by adhering 
Hy to ſimplicity, we certainly avoid 
the greateſt part of the danger attending 
— If the limb be removed 
by a triple inciſion, and coagula of blood 


ſpunged away, the wound, being a level 


There have been different opinions about the paſſage 
referred to, in lib, vii. cap. 33. ſome thinking it ought 


to be read i qurbus pus movere debet; others, ia quibus 


pus non movere debet; but I think with the latter, be- 
cauſe the method of cure he lays down is by the hrt is. 


tention, 


ſurface, 
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. farkace, may be covered with the ſkin 
with the utmoſt exactneſs; and a prei- 
| ſure made upon it with the palm of the 


hand will not only occaſion adheſion, 
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but ſuppreſs any hæmorrhage from the 


muſcular arteries in a very ſhort time: 
after which flips of ſticking plaſter, 
the diachylon ointment, and ſmall bol- 
ſters on each fide the lips of the wound, 

may be applied. But above all, the 


muſcles ſhould be placed in a relaxed 
ſtate, and preſerved in that ſituation per- 


fectly free from motion *; otherwiſe, by 


ſuffering them to be put into action, the 


union may be deſtroyed, and digeſtion the 
conſequence. But even ſuppoſing this 


to happen, it will be brought about with 


if any extraneous body had been applied; 
and the parts will be readily made to 


-.. * Mynors, on Amputation. 


leſs inconvenience to the patient than 


0 » On Amputatin 


The old method of drawing out the , 
arteries; and tying them bare without 


any adjoining ſubſtance; obviates all the 


objections againſt the ligature; but a 
thin waxed thread, does not appear to 
me'to be the moſt eligible ligature for 
the purpoſe ; for unleſs the veſſel be tied 
with the greateſt nicety, it may cut off the 


end of the veſſel; which being cloſed only 


to the next collateral branch, may ſome- 
times occaſion 4 freſh hzmorrhage, and 


this is ſaid to have happened. Where- 


as, it is impoſſible ſuch an event ſhould 
follow, if we tie them with long untwiſt- 


ed twelve-penny flax, as I long ſince re- 
commended in my Eflay oh Hzmorrhages 
from divided Arteries: It lies upon the 


veſſel as ſoft as lint would do, comes 


away in a ſhorter time than the common 


ligature, gives leſs interruption to the 


| healing of the wound; and the length of 
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time I have employed it, enables me to 


ſpeak of its utility with confidence. 

I halways diſapproved of the woollen 
cap, becauſe it is true, that it pulls back 
the edges of the wound, and gives pain 
upon being uſed. The tail-bandage is 
void of theſe inconveniences; but the 
common four-ſquare piece of flannel, ſlit 


at each corner, is equally handy and uſe- 


ful. Theſe, however, ought only to be 
employed, where we cannot make uſe of 
better aſſiſtance: for a certain degree of 


preſſure promotes curing by the firſt in- 


tention, more than any other remedy ; nor 
can it be made with any bandage equal 


to a roller with two heads. But when 


the operation is performed in the thigh, 
or leg, this is inapplicable till the adhe- 
ſion, &c. has firmly taken place; becauſe 
moving the limb to uſe it before that pe- 
riod, would over- balance its good effects. 
Half the diameter, appears to be the 
4 eee Pry 


"a 
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| Kale of due proportion to be obſerved, in perle 5 


tion for ing ſkin in the amputation of various 
preſerr- 


ing fin ſized limbs, where none of the muſcles 


to cover 


de are cut out; but when excavated, leſs 


wound. vill be ſufficient. In the lines above 
drawn, I have ſuppoſed the limb to be 
nine inches in circumference*, and the 
bone to be ſawn off about three inches 
from the firſt incifion, one half of which 
is ſkin left without muſcles ; in which 
it will appear that the wound will be 

The eye completely covered: but the eye will 


Auf generally meaſure the length of ſkin ne- 


- 


Tea: ceſſary for this purpoſe, and this will 
depend upon practice. When the triple 
inciſion is made, the bone may be brought 

out from under the muſcles, any length 

the ſurgeon chuſes; though moderation 


Caution 


about tri- ſhould be obſerved, that a ſinuous ulcer 


1 may not be the conſequence. Nor ſhould 
the end of the bone be left uncovered 


* * O'Halloran, Hey (in Alatifon) and Mynors. 
with 
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with We, leſs than an inch and a 
half, becauſe more or leſs contraction of 
the muſcles will unayoidably take place. 
I agree with thoſe who aſſert, that if more 
kin. is ſaved than is neceſſary to cover 
the face of the wound, it proves incon- 
yenient, not only in being ſuperfluous, Inconve- 


but it will not lay ſo cloſe as it ought to RY 
do, to prevent an hemorrhage from the 2 


muſcular arteries. It is better if the lips for patty 
can juſt be drawn together with tolerable eng. : 
eaſe ; and by making an inciſion through 
the {kin on each fide the thigh, as the 
annexed plate directs, we determine the 
| exact breadth of ſkin to be faved; and 


we have not only a better opportunity of 


ſeparating the cellular membrane, and | 
turning up the ſkin, but we prevent its nge 


puckering at the corners, and a more 
level ſurface is produced. : 

It may be obſerved that in the leg, we 
preſerve ſome ſkin upon the ſhin, to be 


tu rned 


. * : 
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turned up before the bone is ſawed off at 
a, ſufficient to meet the flap, and form 
à horizontal line acroſs the ſtump. If 
the foot be taken off at the place marked 


WH in the drawing, the tendon, as. we. have | 


already obſerved, muſt be removed, to 
prevent the inconveniences that wauld 
ariſe from its being in the way. In a 
long ſtump, if the boot be well finiſhed, 
it makes a lateral preſſure all the way up, 
which gives ſteadineſs ; and the machine 
I have uſed having a regular ſhaped foot, 
with a ſpring in the ancle, which raiſes 
the toe in walking, the patient uſes both 
legs in the ſame manner. 

In the thigh, the ligatures may hang 
out in the front. In the leg on the ſides, 
and one or other of theſe methods may 
be purſued in moſt amputations of larger 
extremities; and perhaps complete, as 
nearly as poſſible, the wiſhes both of 
Wiſeman and Sharp, But afterall, every 

| ſurgeon 
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ſurgeon under particular circumſtances; Surgeong 
muſt be directed by his own judgment; ww 7 
for there will be inſtances occur, in Mapa 


which it will be very unfortunate if he be 
incapable of departing from rules preſcrib- 


ed by others. For ſuppoſing an opportuni- 


ty to offer, of performing amputation by 
dividing contuſed and lacerated parts only, 


a greater exertion of ſkill will be required 


to make this act of humanity perfectly 
anſwer the intention, than where the 


poor patient undergoes the pain and mi- 
ſery attending a freſh wound aue made 


in a ſound and ſenſible part. 


< 


To the gentlemen preſiding in hoſpi- a 


tals, theſe remarks on amputation will 


appear trivial, and the following plates 


of very little conſequence. But to thoſe 
who do not ſee an amputation once in 
ſeven years, they may, perhaps, be ſer- 
viceable; eſpecially as various ideas have 
been formed of the manner in which 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
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this operation has been directed to be per, 
formed by modern writers. 5 
Some years ſince, I affiſted Mr. New- 
ton, of Burton upon Trent, i in taking off 
3 above the knee; on account 
"= a violent pain, which from being borne 
a great length of time, in oppoſition. tg 
every attempt to relieve it, had emaciated 
the whole body almoſt to a ſkeleton. 
The knee was rather fuller than it ought 
to be, but not much ſwelled. A kind 
of undulation was perceived upon preſ- 
_ fure. The tendons of the ham werg 
contracted, from his keeping the knee 
bent, and the calf the leg was greatly 
waſted. Upon diſſecting the knee, after 
it was removed, the capſular ligament 
anpeared to be ſound, the joint was found 
to be full of that white ſubſtance, com- 
poſed of fat, membranes, and ſome lay, 
of mucilaginous glands, which we meet 
with about the neck of the bone. It was 
perfectly 
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: perfectly | ſpringy or elaſtic and probably 


by its ſwelling. and conſequently diſtends © 


ing the nerves, occaſioned the pain which 
had ſo long tormented this unfortunate 
youth. The parts were perfectly void of 
inflammation; no fever attended, not a 
drop of matter appeared, nor could we 
diſcovet any diſeaſe of the bones; ſo that 
upon the whole this affection ſeems to 
conſtitute a white ſwelling of the joints, 
different from thoſe we have before de. 
ſcribed, arid from that deſcribed by Che- 
ſelden®; where the exceſſive pain which 
occaſioned the amputation of the limb, 
aroſe from the heads of the bones being 
a little larger and ſofter, and ptobably 
from their diſtending the nerves. Whe- 
ther iſſues or ſetons upon the part, or an 
attempt to remove the cauſe of diſtention | 
by revulſion, when the bones are not af- 
Rad, would have a 215 n it 2 
* Aal „ ä 


: | Oo ard 


> #. 
* 
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. 
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Hat ta 6 3 but the malady being point- 
Ty TOY to a cute. if it is cura- 


hee it was impeſhble to 98 & - 
Meter inſtance in proof of pain being 


incapable of creating either inflammation 


or fever; and if We add to what has al- 
ready been ſaid in vol. 1ſt. p. 240, on 
this ſubject, the progteſs, and event of a 
painful lingering labour, no further evi- 
dence can be required to prove beyond 


_  pofſibility{.of doubt, the truth of the 


Pain, 
and Its 
effects. 


doctrine we 


dvanced, and the falſity of 
many theories which exiſt upon errone- 
ous, principles, formed on eee 
opinion. F pi fit; 
Pain appears to rw a nervous affection, 


its effects are reſtleſſneſs, ſometimes loſs 


1 


„ appetite, ſpaſms, and often, when 
long « continued, a waſting both of the 


affected part, and of the whole body. 
When violent, it is the moſt diſtreſſing 


8 


05 Aniputation. 


bf al actions Tr ene abyays to | 


+ - 4 


cannot. remove the be ho. Bares 


ſhould be rendered inſenſible to its effects, 
and time gained for our further, Moore 


ings. \ 


In the chapter e on. the PESTS; i 


was forgotten to be obſerved, that we 


ſometimes meet with fungous abſceſſes, 
unattended with inflammation or — 


on the outſide of the joints, which un- 
dulate upon being examined; and we 


have more than once been deceived in 
their contents. For inſtead of finding 


ſero- purulent matter as was expected, a 


kind of fungous membrane preſented it- 


ſelf, upon their being opened; and I ap- 


prehend. it has ſome affinity with the 
diſeaſe in the inſide of the joint juſt 


mentioned. But this from its ſituation 
is much more tractable, for it gives, way 
after the tumor is opened, and the fore 

0 9:2; 17. begins 
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begitis to digeſt, to mild eſchatdtics; dry 


— Ureſfings; and a topical cold bath. Pro- 


baby this is the diſeaſe Purmannus ſpeaks 
| of; in the gth chapter of his third book 


te - Chirurgie curioſa, which he fays 
<« reſembles the Fungi of trees, and ſeize 


„ on no other part but the joints of the 


et knees and elbows. The figure he gives 


| d6tes not correſpond with this account, 
and he ſeems to confound it with the 

bydrops articili ; but I ami rather incli- 
ned ts think it a membraricous affettion, - . 
| fimilit with thoſe ſwellings in the fingers 


Aid tbes; which have hitherte been cal. 


we rät. 


amputation above the 


amel, 1 hate fun à cataline thfbügh the 
leg cloſe to the bone, and at obe froke 


made a flap ſaficient for the purpoſe 


of kiteting he lein which - covered the 
#63a, ſo as to form a ſtraight line acroſs the 


ſtump, after the bone is ſawed through, 
and the veſſels tied, 


CHAP. 


—_ 
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ON LYMPHATIC AND GELATIN our 


ABSCESSES. 


TE have already ſpoken of ſome of 


led by connection; but it ſtill remains 
for us to chimes, on thoſe which ap- 


pear on the outſide of the joint, and ſome 
other places. 


theſe tumors, to which we were | 


It frequently happens from nts, or 


without any manifeſt cauſe, that a ſwell- 


ang without inflammation or inconveni- 
ence, ſhews itſelf upon the ofecranon ; 
| which, when opened, diſcharges either 
lymph, or a gelatinous fluid. It often 
remains long in a ſtate of indolence, and 
is ſeldom taken notice of, even by the 


At the el- 


bow. 


patient himſelf, till the ſize begins to 


claim his attention. I have often tried 
to attenuate the fluid, and promote ah- 
ſorption, but do Fa remember ever be- 


903 ing 


| 


* 
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ing ſucceſsful; though I nahe often cured 
the patient by inciſion. In this proceſs 
ſome attention is neceſſary; for theſe 


tumors are apt to inflame upon being 


opened, great ſwelling of the neighbour- 
ing parts follows, and the obſtinacy 


uſual to inflamed membranes prevails. 


To prevent theſe i inconveniences as much 


as poſſible, the tumor muſt be opened 


from one end to the other, and wiped out 


SE clean with a moiſt ſpunge, that neither 


air or lymph may be confined to produce 


a corroſive ichor. I have not yet tried 
whether curing by the. firſt intention will 
ſucceed, thou gh I fee no reaſon to the 
contrary. Hitherto, in my practice, a 


very mild digeſtive balſam lightly into 


the opening, and externally a diachylon 
ointment, have been applied ; and when 
the inflammation, which i is flow in ſub- 


mitting, ſubſides, and new fleſh begins 


to ariſe, I have ſhortened the cure by 

uniting the parts with bandage. 
To fame | Proceds may be purſued 
when 


: Gelatinous Abſeeſſs. 


when: theſe abſceſſes happen from preſ- 
ſure or bruiſes below the patella ; though. 
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ſome have adviſed ſetons, which they 


Juſtly prefer to the practice of removing 
all the ſkin that covers the tumor: for 
ſurely they did well in exploding a rem- 
nant of practice ſo diigraceful to ſcience |. 


However, though the ſeton is preferable. 


to a barbarous uſage, it remains to be 


determined, whether it is preferable to the 
method juſt deſcribed. 1 have compared 
them, and it is from thence that I have 
been led to make choice of. inciſion in 


Seton in 
3 thelie tu- 


mors. 


my general practice. The ſeton, it is 


well known, irritates and inflames, and 
ſometimes forms an abſceſs, (witneſs the 
hydrocele) and ſhould air get admit- 
tance along the cord, and be confined, 


which I have known to happen, a corro- 


five ichor will be produced that may do 
irreparable injury, unleis it is diſcharged 
_ « through a free opening, as we have be- 
fore adviſed. 


. . 


uf 
- 


Py 


Proper 
when un- 
der the 
maſtoĩd 
muſcle. 
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however, will of courſe take place, eſpe - 3 
cally in thoſe ſituated under the maſtoid 


muſcle, which it would be imprudent to 
divide ; nor is the ſeton here liable to the 
ſame objections, as when paſſed in mem- 


braneous parts: I apprehend this abſceſs 
indeed i is not very common, becauſe I do 


not remember to have met with it : but 
Mr. Bromfield * fays, « jt puts on the 
te appearance of two tumors, from the 
2 « preflure of the muſcle ; the one ante- 
t rior between the trachæa and implanta- 
&« tion of the tendons of themaſtoid muſ- 
« cles i into theupper part of the ſternon ; 


ec the other poſterior, a few inches below 


the maſtoid proceſs of the temporal 


2 bone.” But the common practice of | 


paſſing a ſeton-needle through abſceſſes, 
by means of a cannula, ſeems to be a 


better method than he purſued. : 


| Nevertheleſs, wherever theſe abſceſſes 


= Vol. i. 190 102. 
Can 
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gan be fafely laid open, 1 would, of all 
others, prefer the cure by the firſt inten- 
tion, if it can be made to ſueceed ; as 


the moſt. natural, ſpeedy, and eaſy me- 


thod of affording. proper afliſtance to tha 
patient. But I cannot, in this inſtance, 
confidently recommend fuch practice, 


becauſe I have not at preſent experienced 


4 
7 . 
” 
2 - 
+ e 
£ * # 
| P . 
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jt. Nor have I (kno ving the danger and 


unceptainty of procee ding upon theory) 
yentured to treat of any diſeaſe, of which 
I have not had practical knowledge. 


N DD E ND N 
ON THE FISTULA LACHRY MALIS- 


N treating of the Hula lachrymatis, 

we joined in the opinion of thoſe who 
think the bone is ſeldom carious, though 
we have mentioned an inſtance, where 


the diſeaſe began in the bone; and we 


have ſince had a caſe, where the os ungut 


Was 


\ 
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was found rotten upon opening the ah 

ſceſs.. An aperture was | readily made 

through it with a pointed probe, and a. | 

© piece of lead being introduced, in te 

„manner directed, the boy got well in 
| time, without any trouble; which 

ſhews how little is neceſſary, or ou ght 

to be done in ſuch gases r 


On the radical Cure of an incyſted Dreh 
| - the Abdomen. 
WE have given an inſtance, . page 
195, where a cyſt being taken away, 
cured an aſcites : and ſeeing medicines 
do not avail in incyſted dropſies of the 
abdomen, is it not worth our, while to 
conſider whether, when they are uncon- 
nected with the adjacent parts, after tak- | 
ing away the water, the patient might 
not ſometimes be cured, by enlarging 
the puncture, preſſing the cyſt forward, 
Rs drawing it out? 
4 "_ I am aware of the difficulty that muſt 
f ariſe, 


4 D D E N PD A. 


not: ſome judgment however may be 
formed, from the diſeaſe not taking its 
riſe in the ovaria, from the viſcera ap- 
pearing to be ſound in the beginning, 
from its not ſucceeding a dropſical dia- 
theſis, from medicines having no ſort of 
effect; and from the malady frequently 
returning, without any dropſical ſymp- 


tom, beſide a ſwelling of the abdomen, or 


ſuch a kind of ſwelling of the legs, or 
pubis, as ſometimes happen to 1 
women. 


Perhaps, obſervation may furniſh 


us with other criteria, to judge whe- 
ther a palliatiye only, or a radical cure 
ſhould be attempted : and this point 
being ſettled, I think we might contriye 


to proceed without much hazard. At 


PRs 


| ov 
ariſe, from the uncertainty of aſcertain- 
ing the complaint, requiring this treat- 
ment z Or in other words, from our Not 
being able to determine with preciſion, 
when it ought to take place, and when 
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ADDENDA 


9 preſent, J offer theſe hints to thoſe who 


think the ſuhject deſerying attention; 


and time will probably determine the 


n 17: 
An omiſfon * the Te ext, Yi 496. 

AFTER the word appetite, /penultima } 
read—but without evidence of this com- ] 
bination producing any other effect than 
what happens from the water alone ; un: 
leſs in ſome inſtances where the water is 
too cold, like brandy, it makes it fit fer 


ſier upon the ſtomach. 


0 Amputation, | 


IN our account of Amputation by 
1. circular flap, and triple ineiſion, 


page 537 and ſeq. it is obſerved, that 


either method is preferable to that in 
common uſe; and we ſhall now add, 
that the former is a great improvement of 


the flap operation. But it was not ſuffici- 


ently explained, that a different method 
| of 


of cure enſued, in conſequence of theſe 
different modes of operating; and that 
one of them is more calculated to pro- 
mote d cure by the firſt intention, than 
the other: a circumſtance. witli which 
| many of the faculty 1 eee 
not acquaisetd. ob 
In the circular flap, the a0 Aten X 
tion * commonly takes place; and _ | 
though this proceſs may be different un- 
der different management, and the cute in 
general much ſooner accompliſhed, than ö 
when we have a large open ulcer to deal bY” 
with; yet the wounded muſcles being 
puckered together, ſuppuration mote or 
leſs enſues: I have heard of conſiderable | | 


quantities of matter being obliged to be 

preſſed out from the cavity at each dreſ- a | 
fing, and of death not very unfrequently , 
being. the conſequence of abſorption. | 
Whereas in the triple ee 


* By the fecond 3 intention 1 mean a gradual | union of 


the PD after digeftion. 


ng 


* ” * 
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en but a very ſmall one where the 


bone c comes out; no conſiderable quan- 
dy of matter can either form or lodge; 


and there being but little more than the 


in and muſcular fleſh to unite with each 
other, their immediate union will ſel- 
dom meet with much impediment. For 


in moſt caſes the ſkin will lie upon the 


wound in the manner it is left; as hap- 
pened in the caſe we have above tran- 


ſeribed from Mr. Alanſon. The queſtion 


then is; when” we mean to cure by the 


firſt intention, whether cutting out part 


of the muſcles, or the triple inciſion, is 
moſt eligible for the purpoſe; and alſo 
whether the latter will not ſucceed alike, 
1n every inſtance where it can be uſed? 


Celſus, who meant to cure by the firſt 


intention, did not cut out any part of 


the muſcles, hut under them ; and draw- 


ing them back, ſawed off the bone as 


near as he could to the fleſh adhering to 


it. He then ſmoothened the bone which 
| | her 


A D D E N D . 
had been made rough by; the ſaw, ant 


having preſerved the ſkin in a lax ſtate, 
he laid it without any intermediate fe 


ſings, againſt a level ſurface. as far as it 3 
would go; and thus his operation, ang 
after- treatment, perfectly correſponded, p 
or rather, are both included in one 


"whereas when we cut out part of the 
muſcles, and lay the tegiments down. we 
ſeem, to be purſuing, Ailutent intentions | 
at the ſame time ex... 1 

The double ——_ FR 3 
is an improvement of this operation, 
which from what I have ſeen, will ſtand 

the teſt of inquiry. The hemorrhage in 

Bis time was ſtopped, in wounds 7. | 

x dry lint, or lint moiſtened with vi 

25 a ſpunge ſqueezed out of cold water, _ 
preſſure If theſe were inſufficient, he 
took hold of the veſlel, and applied a 


This will be fully explained when we treat * | 
the cure of wounds by the firſt intention, 


+ Lib. v. cap. 26- 


ligature 3 


4 


unturez bat" ith ei ie s did 
not allow-of this method, ke wauerized 
with: an hot iton t and though he gives 
no directions abeut ſtopping the bleeding 
in amputation, there is no doubt of theſo 
being the methods He uſed. - = 
Galen alſ6 ſpeaks of nite * . 
Worthages from wounds of the veins ant 
| Utefles by the ligature ; but the Greeks 
afterwards in their amputations, choſe the 
cautery for this purpoſe, and cured the 


Wound by digeſtion, &e. + Hence loſing 


Might of the Celfian method, we ran 
into many errors, which have been in- 
jurious to thoſe who have unfortunately 
been under che # novelty W ger whe 
Ainbs. 
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